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Where to Buy?

B&H – best place to buy if they are an approved vendor for 
you; even if you don’t buy from them, use their site to do 
research

Amazon offers great selection & prices; easiest for some 
schools to order from

Adorama also good

Often you can find the best deals on equipment 
from a few years ago, as companies try to clear 
their inventory – technology doesn’t change fast 
enough to rule out older models as good 
choices.

https://www.bhphotovideo.com/c/browse/Photography/ci/989/N/4294538916
https://www.bhphotovideo.com/c/browse/Photography/ci/989/N/4294538916


Camera Bodies, Lenses and Kits

Cameras aimed at beginner and intermediate users will 
often come with a "kit" lens — one that's pretty good for 
most purposes. 

Cameras aimed at pros will be sold "body only," i.e., 
without a lens, so you'll have to factor that into your budget, 
too. 

Lenses can cost a lot, even more than camera bodies
But if your budget allows, a variety of lenses will make your 

films look more professional if your students understand 
how to use them



No/Low budget Medium budget High budget/Wishlist

CAMERA

“The best 
camera is the 
one you have”

SmartPhone w/good battery life 
and lots of storage space

FILMIC PRO app for IOS $15 
absolutely worth it!

Smartphone lenses
Look for Moment, Moondog, 
Beastgrip brands

7 Tips for Making Smartphone 
Cinematography More 
Cinematic

How to Get Your Smartphone 
Ready to Make films

10 Awesome Movies Made on 
Smartphones

DSLR camera (can also take 
photos, do double duty for your 
other needs)

Canon EOS 800 D T7i Kit $899
Includes 18-55mm kit lens, extra 
battery, SD card for media 
storage

(Buy additional lenses–wide 
angle, telephoto–as your 
budget grows)

Media storage (SD cards, 
readers, external hard drives)

Viewfinder app to visualize 
shots:
Magic Cinema Viewfinder free

“Mirrorless” camera; body & 
lenses

Canon M50 Mark II $699 w/kit 
lens
Panasonic Lumix $699-$899 
w/kit lens
Black Magic Pocket Cinema 
Camera  $1344 body only; can 
use Canon EF mount lenses

Really high budget:
Sony A7S III $3748

Also must have: 
Extra batteries, Media Storage 
(SSD drives, CF cards)

Viewfinder app to visualize 
shots:
Artemis Pro $30

Optional:
External Monitor, Follow focus $79

https://www.filmicpro.com/products/filmic-remote/
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=moment+smartphone+lens+kit&crid=28WJENMOK6KL9&sprefix=moment+smartphone+lens+kit%2Caps%2C104&ref=nb_sb_noss_1
https://nofilmschool.com/making-smartphone-cinematography-more-cinematic
https://nofilmschool.com/making-smartphone-cinematography-more-cinematic
https://nofilmschool.com/making-smartphone-cinematography-more-cinematic
https://nofilmschool.com/get-your-smartphone-ready-make-films
https://nofilmschool.com/get-your-smartphone-ready-make-films
https://flickside.com/movies-made-on-iphone/
https://flickside.com/movies-made-on-iphone/
https://www.amazon.com/Canon-EOS-800D-Rebel-T7i/dp/B07Y3W3Q99/ref=sxin_15_b2b_sx_ibs_v4_desktop?content-id=amzn1.sym.17ab00d0-4e9d-413d-ae95-f8617807a3e0%3Aamzn1.sym.17ab00d0-4e9d-413d-ae95-f8617807a3e0&crid=1PLCT4ROM4LVX&cv_ct_cx=canon+t7i&keywords=canon+t7i&pd_rd_i=B07Y3W3Q99&pd_rd_r=356b140e-da28-4912-981b-e1e95679a3b8&pd_rd_w=D8yar&pd_rd_wg=Z07yK&pf_rd_p=17ab00d0-4e9d-413d-ae95-f8617807a3e0&pf_rd_r=PJZTBB41TFPJ8BHNZC9B&qid=1655666839&sprefix=canon+t7i%2Caps%2C137&sr=1-3-1b67bc1a-5a47-47e5-b97b-580cdffeb63c
https://www.amazon.com/SanDisk-3-Pack-Ultra-UHS-I-Memory/dp/B089DQ1XZM/ref=sr_1_2?crid=3C4LTXL6DXRPL&keywords=SD+cards&qid=1655684949&s=electronics&sprefix=sd+cards%2Celectronics%2C163&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.com/stores/page/ED33BC55-C643-4754-BFE3-619E84E32D1A?ingress=2&visitId=34ac0d1f-aa36-4ba6-a33b-89a15f7326e4&linkCode=sl2&tag=trentalor-20&linkId=add92a4cccc7603343a0dcd31e868cfd&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/magic-cinema-viewfinder/id1323611543
https://www.amazon.com/Canon-Mark-EF-M-15-45mm-Black/dp/B08KSKV35C?crid=1TL4JSX2R7OYD&keywords=m50%2Bmark%2Bii&qid=1647437309&sprefix=m50%2Bmark%2Bii%2Caps%2C128&sr=8-3&linkCode=sl1&tag=learnaboutfil-20&linkId=abc1d0401a1d28d54c0624a81bb28ddb&ref_=as_li_ss_tl&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/PANASONIC-Megapixel-Mirrorless-Stabilization-DMC-G85MK/dp/B01M050N05?crid=1OWMGVBFGMQNM&keywords=g85&qid=1647439654&sprefix=g85%2Caps%2C156&sr=8-3&linkCode=sl1&tag=learnaboutfil-20&linkId=d9c10c427360b21b5b490cc495dd7b58&ref_=as_li_ss_tl&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/Blackmagic-Design-Pocket-Cinema-Camera/dp/B07VZ6DHS7/ref=sr_1_2?crid=URBB5ZR4Z6NV&keywords=bmpcc+bundle&qid=1655672572&sprefix=bmpcc+bundle%2Caps%2C99&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.com/Blackmagic-Design-Pocket-Cinema-Camera/dp/B07VZ6DHS7/ref=sr_1_2?crid=URBB5ZR4Z6NV&keywords=bmpcc+bundle&qid=1655672572&sprefix=bmpcc+bundle%2Caps%2C99&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.com/Sony-Mirrorless-Full-Frame-Photography-Accessories/dp/B08N2SJV78/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2G8XDI47AK97A&keywords=sony+a7s+iii&qid=1655685057&s=electronics&sprefix=sony+a7s+iii%2Celectronics%2C147&sr=1-1
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/artemis-pro/id1164523253
https://www.amazon.com/Tilta-FF-T06-Tiltaing-Follow-Focus/dp/B082NTKMHL/ref=sr_1_15?crid=3LX71F88C8ECX&keywords=follow+focus+EF+lenses&qid=1655679095&s=electronics&sprefix=follow+focus+ef+lenses%2Celectronics%2C89&sr=1-15


No/Low budget Medium budget High budget/Wishlist

AUDIO

“Bad audio is 
worse than bad 
picture”

https://filmlifestyle.
com/best-microph
one-for-filming/

SmartPhone
with external directional mic:
Rode VideoMic for IOS $99 
comes with headphones and 
lightning connector

Mics that can plug into a DSLR:
Rode VideoMic w/boom pole 
$169

Rode Wireless lavalier system 
for documentary interviews $199

For “double system” filming:
Separate handheld audio 
recorder with multiple mic 
inputs, such as:
Zoom H4n $270
Tascam DR-05 $180
Also need Headphones, SD 
cards, batteries

High quality boom mic that plugs 
into audio recorder: 
Sennheiser MKE 600 $359
Boom pole $94
Windshield blimp $184

Multi-track field audio recorder 
such as Tascam DR-70 4 track 
Portable audio recorder $299
Zoom F8 $1099

Also need headphones, SD 
cards, batteries

Studio mic for voiceovers and 
ADR (dubbing audio in post)
Such as MXL $100 or 
Blue Snowball $80 with pop 
filter and boom arm
Shure MV7 $249

Audio interface (Focusrite 
Scarlett) $180

https://filmlifestyle.com/best-microphone-for-filming/
https://filmlifestyle.com/best-microphone-for-filming/
https://filmlifestyle.com/best-microphone-for-filming/
https://www.amazon.com/Rode-Directional-Microphone-Open-Back-Headphones/dp/B08FCMBXG4/ref=sr_1_2?crid=3CH0ML120SKDG&keywords=Rode+VideoMic+Me-L+Directional+Microphone+for+iOS+Devices&qid=1655674849&sprefix=rode+videomic+me-l+directional+microphone+for+ios+devices%2Caps%2C173&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.com/Rode-VideoMic-Rycote-Adapter-Extension/dp/B00QCMEXIU/ref=sr_1_2?crid=33WCK8TRDE72Z&keywords=rode+videomic+boom+pole&qid=1655667566&s=electronics&sprefix=rode+video+mic+boompole%2Celectronics%2C124&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.com/Rode-Wireless-II-Single-Professional/dp/B09RBFVFZZ/ref=psdc_11974711_t2_B09PXCZ247
https://www.amazon.com/Zoom-4-Channel-Recorder-Windbuster-Adapter/dp/B01GOUVLZM/ref=sr_1_2?crid=2HQVTDQ9EAPOI&keywords=zoom+h4n&qid=1655668816&sprefix=zoom+h4n%2Caps%2C137&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.com/TASCAM-DR-05-Portable-Digital-Recorder/dp/B004OU2IQG/ref=sr_1_1?tag=pockchan0c-20
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B011AEX42U/ref=sspa_dk_detail_0?psc=1&pd_rd_i=B011AEX42U&pd_rd_w=zoSHZ&content-id=amzn1.sym.3481f441-61ac-4028-9c1a-7f9ce8ec50c5&pf_rd_p=3481f441-61ac-4028-9c1a-7f9ce8ec50c5&pf_rd_r=DAS01XY246WHEEYFX3GG&pd_rd_wg=Oj5dr&pd_rd_r=d15b9cdb-f467-4876-8010-e9de4b524085&s=musical-instruments&smid=A2LXBKOLL3J3K6&spLa=ZW5jcnlwdGVkUXVhbGlmaWVyPUExTkg2QjRGU0VCNTBBJmVuY3J5cHRlZElkPUEwNDMzNzEwMzI2UVQzN0dSRDRLMiZlbmNyeXB0ZWRBZElkPUEwMzkxNTkxM1EzRlQ3VUFBMzNONyZ3aWRnZXROYW1lPXNwX2RldGFpbF90aGVtYXRpYyZhY3Rpb249Y2xpY2tSZWRpcmVjdCZkb05vdExvZ0NsaWNrPXRydWU=
https://www.amazon.com/Neewer-Microphone-Telescopic-Microphones-2-8ft-9-8ft-dp-B09VKFTVDR/dp/B09VKFTVDR/ref=dp_ob_title_ce
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B07L4C7FG5/ref=sspa_dk_detail_10?psc=1&pf_rd_p=f9710d1d-8ae7-460f-b546-5e6e42fbe82a&pf_rd_r=316J6SPWQJGFMKR7CKWS&pd_rd_wg=yNE6j&pd_rd_w=6VIl2&content-id=amzn1.sym.f9710d1d-8ae7-460f-b546-5e6e42fbe82a&pd_rd_r=ac2e30d3-89d4-4ae4-b170-f9de59f55684&s=musical-instruments&spLa=ZW5jcnlwdGVkUXVhbGlmaWVyPUEyTzFVWlY4VkFYSVNIJmVuY3J5cHRlZElkPUEwNTY4ODkyM0hENDg1WkNYWkRJTSZlbmNyeXB0ZWRBZElkPUEwMzIwNzA1MkNJQUlZRTdFTjFMTyZ3aWRnZXROYW1lPXNwX2RldGFpbDImYWN0aW9uPWNsaWNrUmVkaXJlY3QmZG9Ob3RMb2dDbGljaz10cnVl
https://www.amazon.com/Tascam-Portable-Recorder-Headphone-XLR/dp/B086R6KJ6Q/ref=sr_1_9?crid=L3AH8WI9NZSF&keywords=tascam+field+recorder&qid=1655707523&s=electronics&sprefix=tascam+fie%2Celectronics%2C123&sr=1-9
https://www.amazon.com/Tascam-Portable-Recorder-Headphone-XLR/dp/B086R6KJ6Q/ref=sr_1_9?crid=L3AH8WI9NZSF&keywords=tascam+field+recorder&qid=1655707523&s=electronics&sprefix=tascam+fie%2Celectronics%2C123&sr=1-9
https://www.amazon.com/Zoom-F8-MultiTrack-Field-Recorder/dp/B012XFT0XC/ref=sr_1_3?crid=2DS2OEEAYLEWH&keywords=zoom+f4n&qid=1655675646&s=musical-instruments&sprefix=zoom+f4n%2Cmi%2C117&sr=1-3
https://www.amazon.com/MXL-990-Condenser-Microphone-Shockmount/dp/B0002GIRP2/ref=sr_1_2?crid=30GC0MI6Y9Y8K&keywords=mxl+990+condenser+microphone&qid=1655686206&s=musical-instruments&sprefix=MXL%2Cmi%2C170&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.com/Blue-Microphones-Snowball-Microphone-Studio/dp/B01N3TMY12/ref=sr_1_8?crid=2F7B0YKF0AQMO&keywords=blue+yeti+snowball&qid=1655686129&s=musical-instruments&sprefix=blue+yeti+snowball%2Cmi%2C137&sr=1-8
https://www.amazon.com/Shure-Microphone-Podcasting-Voice-Isolating-Technology/dp/B08G7RG9ML/ref=sr_1_1?crid=202QYNWJLWAPQ&keywords=shure%2Bmv7&qid=1655686297&s=musical-instruments&sprefix=shure%2Bmv7%2Cmi%2C226&sr=1-1&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/Focusrite-Scarlett-Audio-Interface-Tools/dp/B07QR73T66/ref=sr_1_1?crid=RQFGEF4R7GTE&keywords=focusrite+scarlett+2i2&qid=1655686372&s=musical-instruments&sprefix=scarlett%2Cmi%2C141&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Focusrite-Scarlett-Audio-Interface-Tools/dp/B07QR73T66/ref=sr_1_1?crid=RQFGEF4R7GTE&keywords=focusrite+scarlett+2i2&qid=1655686372&s=musical-instruments&sprefix=scarlett%2Cmi%2C141&sr=1-1


No/Low budget Medium budget High budget/Wishlist

LIGHTING Natural light, phone 
flashlights, DIY reflectors - 
car sunshades, poster board

Neewer LED 3 Light kit $221

Softbox kit $109
Reflectors set $35

China lanterns/balls $20; 
great soft light for interior 
night scenes

Additional lights; 
Ikan Lyra Kit $1899

Impact Flag/scrim kit $149

https://www.amazon.com/Neewer-Advanced-Photography-Lighting-Dimmable/dp/B07WH5X29S/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2Z4GH0RBTF78Q&keywords=neewer+3+light+kit&qid=1655669039&s=electronics&sprefix=neewer+3+light+kit%2Celectronics%2C189&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Fancierstudio-Digital-Continuous-Softbox-Lighting/dp/B0050K3DW2/ref=sr_1_3?tag=pockchan0c-20
https://www.amazon.com/Neewer-43-inch-Collapsible-Multi-Disc-Reflector/dp/B002ZIMEMW/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1OO9YPXV8MD79&keywords=5-in-1+Reflector&linkCode=sl2&linkId=e6fabe14258f6b75b940c80a690c5c32&qid=1655668933&sprefix=%2Caps%2C434&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Filmtools-Chinese-Lantern-Faux-Silk/dp/B078WZ7YCR/ref=sr_1_15?crid=13ROL9DUFGD4G&keywords=china+balls&qid=1655686592&sprefix=china+ba%2Caps%2C227&sr=8-15
https://www.amazon.com/Ikan-LW-2F1H-Daylight-3-Point-Panel/dp/B01K4TUE16/ref=sr_1_7?crid=3DVLMZ5FWEVEW&keywords=ikan+lyra+kit&qid=1655676555&sprefix=ikan+lyra+kit%2Caps%2C86&sr=8-7
https://www.amazon.com/Impact-PortaFrame-Scrim-Kit-24/dp/B07N98K7SS/ref=sr_1_7?crid=3TEE6ZPP5YUTN&keywords=flag+and+reflector+set&qid=1655679323&s=electronics&sprefix=flag+and+reflector+set%2Celectronics%2C99&sr=1-7


No/Low budget Medium budget High budget/Wishlist

CAMERA 
SUPPORTS 
& 
STABILIZERS

small tripod
such as Gorillapod $25

Beastgrip clamp $55

DJI Osmo gimbal $99 

Wheelchair, rolly chair

Magnus Fluid Head Tripod $140

Camera Cage: Neewer $70; for 
smoother handheld shots

Manfrotto tripod with 
removable fluid head $439 (to 
use with separate Hi-hat $110 
for low shots)

Shoulder Rig $80

Dolly $120
Gimbals/stabilizers (DJI Ronin) 
$550-800
Jibs $120

DJI Mavic drone camera $1000

https://www.amazon.com/Joby-GPM-A1EN-GorillaPod-Magnetic-Flexible/dp/B0038YWLCA/ref=pd_bxgy_cps_text_y?tag=pockchan0c-20
https://www.amazon.com/Beastclamp-Universal-Smartphone-Tripod-Beastgrip/dp/B07RM1P8F6/ref=sr_1_6?crid=Z3QQ15V71ZN2&keywords=beastgrip&qid=1655673804&sprefix=beastgrip%2Caps%2C135&sr=8-6
https://www.amazon.com/DJI-Lightweight-Portable-Stabilizer-Compatible/dp/B07RHJ7LWH/ref=sr_1_1?crid=SVBR193QSCEX&keywords=dji+osmo+gimbal&qid=1655674295&sprefix=dji+osmo+gimbal%2Caps%2C141&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Magnus-VT-4000-Professional-Performance-Tripod/dp/B00AE1LFDG/ref=sr_1_16?crid=2CDT7Y39FM16H&keywords=manfrotto%2Bfluid%2Bhead%2Btripod&qid=1655668207&sprefix=manfrotto%2Bfluid%2Bhead%2Btripod%2Caps%2C174&sr=8-16&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/Neewer-Aluminum-Camera-Making-include/dp/B00QI6Y3X0/ref=sr_1_2?crid=18SMXSTJFCA8T&keywords=camera+cage&qid=1655678818&s=electronics&smid=A1K9376WXWZNFL&sprefix=camera+cage%2Celectronics%2C125&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.com/Manfrotto-502-Video-Head-MVH502AH/dp/B09NVZM2BP/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1DUSPAGUTDD0B&keywords=manfrotto%2Bfluid%2Bhead&qid=1655678612&s=electronics&sprefix=manfrotto%2Bfluid%2Bhead%2Celectronics%2C110&sr=1-1&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/Manfrotto-502-Video-Head-MVH502AH/dp/B09NVZM2BP/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1DUSPAGUTDD0B&keywords=manfrotto%2Bfluid%2Bhead&qid=1655678612&s=electronics&sprefix=manfrotto%2Bfluid%2Bhead%2Celectronics%2C110&sr=1-1&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/Manfrotto-MVT535HH-Aluminum-Single-75-60mm/dp/B00M74I1VW/ref=sr_1_3?crid=1A883GAG29GLY&keywords=manfrotto+baby+legs&qid=1655678484&sprefix=manfrotto+baby+legs%2Caps%2C103&sr=8-3
https://www.amazon.com/Neewer-FilmMaker-Camcorder-Dual-hand-Camcorders/dp/B00GTMBA7K/ref=sr_1_4?crid=29H2APJR2H4QE&keywords=shoulder+mount&qid=1655686823&s=electronics&sprefix=shoulder+mount%2Celectronics%2C151&sr=1-4
https://www.amazon.com/Neewer-Photography-Professional-Adjustable-Camcorder/dp/B00KW2O9B2/ref=sr_1_2?crid=252IEHTVQ4NPD&keywords=camera+dolly&qid=1655687095&s=electronics&sprefix=camera+dolly%2Celectronics%2C199&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.com/DJI-Ronin-S-Handheld-Stabilizer-Mirrorless/dp/B07D519QXH/ref=sr_1_2?crid=W0QVV9R8EO9N&keywords=DJI+Ronin&qid=1655686942&s=electronics&sprefix=dji+ronin%2Celectronics%2C183&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.com/Neewer-Centimeters-Aluminum-Cameras%EF%BC%8CLoad-kilograms/dp/B01M8FR5ZR/ref=sr_1_7?crid=252IEHTVQ4NPD&keywords=camera+dolly&qid=1655687027&s=electronics&sprefix=camera+dolly%2Celectronics%2C199&sr=1-7
https://www.amazon.com/DJI-Mavic-Air-More-Combo/dp/B08BJCB2JS/ref=sr_1_1?crid=RQ7CLJSJBTFS&keywords=dji+drone+mavic+air+2&qid=1655678323&sprefix=dji+drone+%2Caps%2C143&sr=8-1


No/Low budget Medium budget High budget/Wishlist

EDITING Davinci Resolve free
Available for: Windows, Mac

Avid Media Composer First free

iMovie free, installed on Macs 
and iPads; store files on iCloud

Windows Video Editor - free on 
Windows computers

Kinemaster – free mobile app 
for IOS, Android, Chromebook

https://www.shopify.com/blog/b
est-free-video-editing-software

Although editing on a 
Smartphone can be done, I 
don’t recommend it unless it’s 
your only choice.

Adobe Premiere Pro $20 month/$240/yr
(also AfterEffects for visual effects, Audition for more audio 
capability, Photoshop)
Many school Journalism and AV labs have Adobe Creative Cloud

Davinci Resolve Studio $295

Avid Media Composer $295

Final Cut Pro $299

Computer (laptop or desktop) with as much RAM as possible 
(at least 16 GB) and lots of storage space (at least 250 GB); 
video files can be huge, esp. if you shoot in Ultra HD or 4K

https://www.blackmagicdesign.com/products/davinciresolve
https://www.avid.com/media-composer
https://www.apple.com/imovie/
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/windows/create-films-with-a-video-editor-94e651f8-a5be-ae03-3c50-e49f013d47f6#ID0EBD=Windows_10
https://www.kinemaster.com/
https://www.shopify.com/blog/best-free-video-editing-software
https://www.shopify.com/blog/best-free-video-editing-software
https://commerce.adobe.com/store/commitment?cli=adobe_com&co=US&ctx=fp&lang=en&ms=COM&ot=BASE&pa=ppro_direct_individual&ss=segmentation&swc=1118&items%5B0%5D%5Bid%5D=29A572E433E1EBD4E4AF659D8F34C3CD&ooid=19AEE5AC1C9242C37657987E009E6553
https://www.blackmagicdesign.com/products/davinciresolve
https://shop.avid.com/ccrz__ProductDetails?_gl=1*13vz5c2*_ga*NTU0MjQyNjk2LjE2NTU2NzA3Mzk.*_ga_HFDQKH0EWW*MTY1NTY3MDczOC4xLjAuMTY1NTY3MDc0My41NQ..&rdp=1655670778881&sku=DYNA56789&cclcl=en_US&
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/final-cut-pro/id424389933?mt=12


ANIMATION No/Low budget Medium-High budget

Stop Motion 
or Traditional Cel/Drawing 

Animation

SmartPhone or iPad with inexpensive app 
such as iMotion or Stop Motion Studio

Tripod mandatory for stop motion $35-$85
Tabletop light kit
 $30

If photographing traditional cels/drawings:
Overhead camera mount $35

Materials to animate: clay, objects, etc.

DSLR camera; can be freestanding or 
connected directly to computer

Computer Software for capturing and editing 
stop motion: 
Stop Motion Studio $9.99
Dragonframe $195

Can also use Adobe Premiere, etc.

Canon has app that controls shutter; or use 
remote shutter release

Digital (Computer) 
Animation

Procreate for iPad $9.99

Blender free but hard to learn

Open Toonz free, easier to learn

Best Animation Software in 2022

Adobe Animate
Autodesk Maya look up education pricing

Good animation needs great audio! Invest in a good mic for voiceovers.

https://www.amazon.com/Neewer-Portable-cen
https://www.amazon.com/Continuous-Portable-Photography-Lighting-Filters/dp/B079BPB9HR/ref=sr_1_4?crid=13MPB27Z8HAQO&keywords=animation+light+kit&qid=1655687318&s=electronics&sprefix=animation+light+kit%2Celectronics%2C129&sr=1-4
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B08ZCW4N6V/ref=sm_n_se_dkp_US_pr_sea_0_3?adId=B08ZCW4N6V&creativeASIN=B08ZCW4N6V&linkId=8a0f85c72a179d4c55d7904dd566a113&tag=trentalor-20&linkCode=w42&ref-refURL=https%3A%2F%2Fpeekatthis.com%2Fbuilding-a-film-gear-kit-for-less-than-1000%2F&slotNum=1&imprToken=3be123c799b5cc9bdeea55e11d889956&adType=smart&adMode=search&adFormat=grid&impressionTimestamp=1655667199112
https://www.cateater.com/#buy
https://www.dragonframe.com/
https://www.amazon.com/Kiwifotos-RS-60E3-Shutter-Release-Connection/dp/B071XPW655/ref=sxin_24_ac_d_mf_brs?ac_md=4-3-S0lXSWZvdG9z-ac_d_mf_brs_brs&content-id=amzn1.sym.57f74923-af1a-4e1a-b97b-9c2e72717055%3Aamzn1.sym.57f74923-af1a-4e1a-b97b-9c2e72717055&cv_ct_cx=DSLR+Remote&keywords=DSLR+Remote&pd_rd_i=B071XPW655&pd_rd_r=f5f3e7e5-4497-4e4a-b0a8-9aed903a05f2&pd_rd_w=WVHgN&pd_rd_wg=2t5hy&pf_rd_p=57f74923-af1a-4e1a-b97b-9c2e72717055&pf_rd_r=1R2Z5YGMRR28K2GQQQJJ&psc=1&qid=1655778594&sr=1-4-dd96d2aa-78c0-4648-bd3e-11643d087866
https://procreate.art/ipad/video
https://www.blender.org/download/
https://opentoonz.github.io/e/index.html
https://www.creativebloq.com/buying-guides/best-animation-software


Film Crew Positions
How many people do you need?

Bare Bones: 
Director, Camera/Audio Operator

Medium Bones: 
Director, Camera Operator, Audio Recordist/Boom Mic Operator, Production 
Assistants to help with lighting, etc.

Big Bones: 
Director, Assistant Director, Slate/Script Supervisor, Director of 
Photography/Camera Op, Gaffers to set up lights, Audio Boom Op/recordist, 
PAs for various other needs
Could also add Hair/Makeup, Props, Transportation, Craft Services (food)



Consumables

● Media Storage
○ SD or CF cards, SSDs, external hard drives

● Batteries
○ AAA, AA, 9 volt, D-tap, camera-specific

● Craft Services/Catering
○ film shoots can be looong; you need to feed & hydrate the actors 

and crew



Music You Can Legally Use

Free Background Music for Video  article

Free Music Archive

Incompetech – copyright free music

YouTube Studio

SoundTrap – make original music

MobyGratis – free Moby music

Creative Commons sharing & licensing

https://www.studiobinder.com/blog/free-background-music-for-video/
https://freemusicarchive.org/
https://incompetech.com/
https://studio.youtube.com/channel/UCeIckuxA2QaWRjO1bwlNM8A/music
https://www.soundtrap.com/
https://mobygratis.com/
https://creativecommons.org/


A few resources– more coming soon!

https://nofilmschool.com/
https://www.studiobinder.com/
PBS Student Reporting Labs Tutorials

Join the UIL Film Facebook group

Email hwhitu@neisd.net if you have any questions

https://nofilmschool.com/
https://www.studiobinder.com/
https://studentreportinglabs.org/tutorials/
mailto:hwhitu@neisd.net



