
2024 Academic Tournament Schedule

Friday, April 26, 2024 
All Friday afternoon/evening events will be held in the Biblical Studies Building (BSB).

Headquarters and verification for Friday events only will be in Hart Auditorium of the Biblical 
Studies Building (BSB 100).

1:00 pm LD Debate Roll Call - Hart Auditorium (BSB 100) 
Computer Science (Written) - BSB Room114

1:30 pm LD Debate Prelims Round I - Rooms Listed on Pairings

UIL Region I AAA

Schedule, FAQs, Map, Parking Passes, Contact Lists for Contest Directors, 
& Restaurant and Hotel info and are included in this document. Room 
numbers, Contest Directors, and parking are subject to change. 

Please double-check Handbook as we approach the event. If you have 
questions that are not addressed here, please contact the Academic 

Contest Director, Sheila Ritchie at sheila.ritchie@acu.edu 

2:00 pm Computer Science (Programming) Set-Up - BSB 114

2:30 pm LD Debate Prelims Round II - Rooms Listed on Pairings
Computer Science (Programming) - BSB 114

3:30 pm LD Debate Prelims Round III - Rooms Listed on Pairings

5:00 pm

6:00 pm

7:00 pm

LD Debate Quarterfinals - Rooms Listed on Pairings

LD Debate Semifinals - Rooms Listed on Pairings

LD Debate Finals - Biblical Studies Building 130

https://www.regioniaaa.org/s/Campus-Map-Feb22-Annotated.pdf
https://www.regioniaaa.org/
https://www.regioniaaa.org/
https://www.regioniaaa.org/schedule
https://www.regioniaaa.org/faqs
https://twitter.com/RegionIAAA
mailto:sheila.ritchie@acu.edu


Saturday, April 27, 2024 
(BSB – Biblical Studies Building; MBB – Mabee Business 

Building; DMC – Don Morris Center)
(Rooms subject to change- updates closer to event)

7:30 am Prose/Poetry Roll Call – BSB 114
Ready Writing Set-Up – MBB 301 

8:00 am Prose/Poetry Prelims - Rooms Posted at Roll Call
Ready Writing – MBB 301 
Number Sense – BSB 130 

8:30 am Current Issues & Events – BSB 120

9:00 am Calculator Applications – BSB 117

9:30 am Computer Applications Set-Up – BSB 130

10:00 am Journalism Events Set-Up - Don Morris Center (DMC) 320
Computer Applications – BSB 130 

10:30 am Informative/Persuasive Roll Call – BSB 114
Copy Editing – DMC 320 

11:00 am Informative/Persuasive Prelims - Rooms Posted at Roll Call
Accounting – BSB 117 
Science – MBB 301 
Spelling & Vocabulary – BSB 129 
News Writing - DMC 320 

12:00 pm Feature Writing - DMC 320

1:30 pm 
Prose Finals – BSB 115
Poetry Finals – BSB 117 
Social Studies – BSB 130 
Editorial Writing - DMC 320 

2:30 pm 
Headline Writing - DMC 320
Mathematics – BSB 129 

3:30 pm 
Informative Finals – BSB 115
Persuasive Finals – BSB 117 
Literary Criticism – BSB 130 



UIL Region I AAA 
FAQs (Frequently Asked Questions) 

Our team won first place at District, but one member can’t 
attend the Region Meet. Can we make a substitution? 
UIL does allow one team member substitution at Region in the following events: 
Accounting, Calculator Applications, Computer Science, Current Issues & Events, 
Literary Criticism, Mathematics, Number Sense, Science, Social Studies, and Spelling & 
Vocabulary. 

Here is UIL’s wording about the substitution process: 

• Only one substitution per team is allowed. The substitute should be certified as
eligible. The substitution eligibility form is on the UIL website. He or she need not
have been listed on the original district online entry form or have competed in the
district meet. It is only important that the student be certified as eligible at the
time of competition.

• A school must have no fewer than three members in order to compete in the
team competition. Otherwise, it must drop out and the alternate team should be
called. A school may substitute one member onto a team. A team may not
substitute more than one member onto a team.

• If two members of a four-member team cannot compete at region or state, then
one member may drop out and the school may substitute for the other. In this
case, the school will compete with three members.

• A team may advance only as many members as participated in the qualifying
meet. If three students competed at district, then only three spots on that team
are available at region.

• It is the responsibility of the school making the substitution to submit the
substitution form to the region or state meet director. Email the information as far
in advance of the contest as possible.

You can find the UIL Substitution Eligibility Form referenced above here: 
https://www.uiltexas.org/files/academics/substitute-eligibility-form.pdf . 

Once you’ve filled the form out, please scan and email a copy to both the 
Academic Meet Director (Sheila Ritchie) and the Contest Director for your event. 
You can find contact info for those individuals on our Contact Page at the end of 
FAQs. 

https://www.uiltexas.org/files/academics/substitute-eligibility-form.pdf


My student qualified for Region in a writing/journalism event 
that allows computers. Will computers and/or printers be 
provided, or will we need to bring our own? 
Contestants will need to provide their own computers and printers. It would also be a 
good idea to bring an extension cord. We will be able to provide some, but it's always a 
good idea to have one just in case. 

Where should we park on campus? 
Parking will vary a bit on Friday and Saturday, so I’ll go over each separately here. 

Friday, April 26 
• Any vehicles that fit in a regular parking spot are welcome to park 

anywhere on campus and should print the attached parking permit. This will 
keep you from getting a ticket on Friday.

• Buses that don't fit in parking spots should park in the Powell Lot (see attached 
map, subject to change).

Saturday, April 27 

• Any vehicles that fit in a regular parking spot are welcome to park anywhere on 
campus. Tickets won't be given out on Saturday.

• Buses can park anywhere you’re able to find space, but the Brown Library Lot, 
the Powell Lot, or the Hunter Welcome Center Lot are probably your best first 
places to check because of their size and the likelihood to be more empty.

• The Campus Map is attached at the end of this document and highlights the 
areas for parking and the buildings for competition.

What food options will be available on campus during the 
region meet? 
Through the generous support of Chartwells, our campus dining services provider, we 
are able to offer a rate of $8.00 for entry to The Bean (our main cafeteria) for all 
competitors, coaches, and sponsors attending the UIL Region I AAA meet on 
April 26th and 27th. Just let the staff know you’re with UIL, and you will be able to pay 
at the discounted rate. 

The Bean is located in our Campus Center, and on Saturday, April 27th, it will be 
serving breakfast from 8-10 am and for lunch from 10-2 pm. In between these times, 



you’re still welcome to visit for more limited food options (e.g., burgers, salads, 
sandwiches, etc.). 

A Starbucks is located in the main floor of the Brown Library on campus, and it is open 
when the library itself is open: Friday, April 26th from 7:30 am - 7 pm and Saturday, 
April 27th from 10 am - 7 pm. 

On Friday, April 26th, several other dining options are available. Chick-fil-A will be 
open from 7:30 am - 3 pm, and Einstein Bros. Bagels will be open from 7:00 am – 
5:00 pm in the campus center. Some of these options may be open on Saturdays but 
we will not know until closer to April. 

Where can our students hang out on campus during the 
tournament? 
On Friday, all events will be in the Biblical Studies Building, which has several 
common spaces. It is also next door to the Campus Center, which has a number of 
seating areas near the food court and in the basement. We’d ask that you please 
remain as quiet as possible in classroom buildings/spaces until 3 pm when most 
classes will finish for the day. 

On Saturday, weather permitting, students can gather in The Quad, Siggie Pavilion, 
GATA Pavilion, and several outdoor green spaces that are all near tournament 
headquarters and the buildings where tests will be held. There are also areas on 
campus where students could set up a hammock during the day if they’d like.  

Indoors on Saturday, students are welcome to find spaces to sit and/or work in the 
Brown Library, the Campus Center, and on Saturday ONLY in Room 100 of the Biblical 
Studies Building. You can also sit quietly in the common spaces in the Biblical Studies 
Building but please avoid large loud gatherings in this space since this space is near 
where both competition and testing events will be held throughout the day. 

Looking for a map? You can find one attached to the end of the FAQS. 

I’m a coach/sponsor. Where should I go to help grade after 
an event? 
Grading will begin immediately following each testing event in the room near the 
testing room. Of course, the more graders we have for an event, the faster you’ll be 
able to receive results. Thanks in advance to those of you who help with grading! 

When/where will verification be held? 
Verification for LD Debate on Friday will be in Hart Auditorium, room 100 in the 
Biblical Studies Building (BSB). Verification for all Speaking Events on Saturday will 
be in room 114 of the Biblical Studies Building (BSB). These verification periods will be 
held 



as results come in and will be announced in the verification rooms and the main 
gathering space (BSB 100). 

Verification for all other events (including journalism) will be held in the Mabee 
Business Building (MBB).  Rooms will be determined closer to the event.

As Saturday begins, we will hold verification periods for any events whose results have 
returned to headquarters on the hour at 9 am, 10 am, and 11 am. After that we will 
begin holding verification as needed on the hour and half hour. By the end of the 
tournament, when we’re all waiting together for the last few events to wrap up, we’ll hold 
verification periods as soon as possible after grading for each event has finished. 

We will also announce verification periods via our X (formally Twitter) account 
(@regioniaaa). Follow our account online for frequent updates about verification, 
results, and more throughout the tournament. 

Where is tournament headquarters? 
Tournament headquarters will be located in the Mabee Business Building, Room 201. 
The auditorium will be open to everyone, and you are welcome to drop by at any point 
during the day to ask questions or check in for updates. 

Where will awards be given? 
All LD Debate Awards will be presented in Hart Auditorium, room 100 in the Biblical 
Studies Building (BSB) on Friday night. All speaking event awards will be presented in 
Room 114 in the Biblical Studies Building (BSB) on Saturday.  

Awards for all other events will be given after each event’s results have been verified 
and certified at tournament headquarters in room 201 of the Mabee Business Building. 
After verification for your event has ended, you’re welcome to come to headquarters, 
take a seat in the auditorium, and wait for awards to be presented. 

Where can I pick up my graded test papers? Will you mail 
them to us if we don’t pick them up? 
After an event’s verification period has ended, we will certify the official results with the 
state, and then present awards.  

Once awards have been given out for an event, we will release all of the graded tests 
and any blank tests and/or answer keys we have left. Piles of materials from each event 
will remain out at tournament headquarters (Mabee Business Building, room 201) for 
coaches, sponsors, and/or students to pick up throughout the day. 

Unfortunately, we’re not able to mail test papers after the tournament. If you want to 
pick up your/your student’s graded test/paper, be sure to stop by headquarters to get it 
after awards have been presented for the event. 



Note about Computer Science: In keeping with the UIL Conflict Pattern, we are not able 
release Computer Science materials until after the event’s time slot in the Conflict 
Pattern for Saturday events begins. You can plan to come to headquarters to pick up 
materials after 3:30 pm on Saturday. 

Do we need check in when we arrive on Saturday morning? 
Tournament staff are always happy to say hi, but there’s no need to check in at 
headquarters in either the Mabee Business Building or the Biblical Studies Building 
when you get to campus. Just arrive 10-15 minutes early (30 minutes for speaking 
events)  to your event so that you are on time for roll call.  

Have a question that was not covered here? Please let me 
know. Contact Sheila Ritchie at Sheila.ritchie@acu.edu 

Parking Permit – print and put in the window of any 
vehicle without clear school markings. This will avoid 
tickets.  

mailto:Sheila.ritchie@acu.edu
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Contest Directors 
LD Debate 

Heather Johnson 
Emma Jaax ACU mhj18a@acu.edu 

ekj20a@acu.edu Prose/Poetry 

Informative/Persuasive 

Ready Writing Margaret Hope ACU

Copy Editing 

TBD TBD TBD 
News Writing 

Feature Writing 

Editorial Writing 

Headline Writing 

Number Sense TBD TBD TBD 

Current Issues & Events TBD TBD TBD 

Calculator Applications Teresa Wilcox Brock ISD twilcox@brockisd.net 

Accounting Kayla Walker Abilene kaylawalker710@gmail.com 

Science Jansen Wilhite Merkel ISD jwilhite@merkelisd.net 

Spelling & Vocabulary Laurie Schaffner Henrietta ISD laurie.schaffner 
@henrietta-isd.net 

Social Studies TBD TBD TBD 

Mathematics Teresa Wilcox Brock ISD twilcox@brockisd.net 

Literary Criticism Darrin Ard Holliday ISD darrin.ard@hollidayisd.net 

Computer Science Rich Brozovic MCM brozovir@mcm.edu 

Computer Applications Tina Denton Holliday ISD tina.denton 
@hollidayisd.net 



Lodging 
There are many available hotels in the area but those closest to 

ACU are listed below. You can also make reservations through this 
link: https://reservations.arestravel.com/hotel/list/8941

Holiday Inn Express & Suites, 1802 E. Overland Trail, Abilene, TX
Comfort Suites, 1902 E. Overland Trail, Abilene, TX
Hampton Inn and Suites, 3526 W. Lake Rd, Abilene, TX
Residence Inn, 1641 E. Musgrave Blvd, Abilene TX
TownePlace Suites, 2141 Scottish Rd, Abilene, TX
Holiday Inn - North College Area, 3525 West Lake Rd, Abilene, TX
Courtyard by Marriott, 2141 Scottish Rd, Abilene, TX

Restaurants
There are many options for fast food and sit down dining within 

one mile of ACU. Below are a few of our favorites.

Judge Ely  between EN 16th and EN 10th
• McDonalds
• Rosas
• Schlotskys
• Chicken Express
• McAlisters
• Subway
• KFC

Allen Ridge, on Judge Ely just north of campus
• Cork and Pig
• Biscuit Bar
• Bahama Bucks
• Fuzzy's Tacos
• Phoenix Pho
• Twisted Root Burger

On 351 and I-20 by Walmart
• Canes
• Chick Fil-A
• Starbucks
• Oscar's Mexican Restaurant
• Chili's
• Taco Casa
• Cracker Barrel
• Panda Express
• Jason's Deli
•

https://regioniaaa.org/contact
https://twitter.com/RegionIAAA
https://reservations.arestravel.com/hotel/list/8941/m3362



