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In October, the Flint, Michigan was 
reconnected to the Detroit water supply after 
national public outcry about lead-contaminated 
water prompted city and state officials to act.

The pollution began after the state decided 
to switch Flint’s water source from Lake Huron 
to the Flint River in order to save money until a 
new supply line to Lake Huron was ready. The 
river had a reputation for nastiness, and after the 
switch, residents complained their water looked, 
smelled and tasted funny.

The pipes transferring water into homes was 
contaminated with lead and caused health issues. 
However, when Flint’s government received 
information on the lead poisoning, they denied 
the problem. Doctors performed studies showing 
evidence that the Flint River was the leading cause 
to the health issues. Families still suffer the long 
term health effects of lead poisoning.

frantic in Flint

Nic Jennings, 10
“I blame the city 
mayor for not taking 
quick enough action 
when the problem 
was discovered. Us 
humans can only 
live with a certain 
amount of lead so 
excess amount 
can get into our 
blood and harm our 
bodies.”

Elaine Wong, 10
“People need to 
understand that 
the residents of 
Flint, Michigan are 
struggling to the 
point where their 
drinking water is no 
longer drinkable and 
now has a yellowish 
tint to it. They even 
have to shower with 
bottled water.”

Kareema Nadurath, 
11

“I wouldn’t expect 
the United States 
to go through a 
water pollution 
crisis. We’re one 
of the leading 
world powers and 
are supposed to 
be advanced in 
technology, but here 
we are having an 
entire city not able 
to receive clean 
water.” 

Social media exposes water crisis in Michigan
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REFUGEE RESCUE
Syrian refugees flee their country

Krystal Ortiz, 
12 

“I personally 
think if we help 
those people 
America will face 
problems but 
we should still 
attempt to help 
those people in 
need. If problems 
occur because 
of our help then 
we should send 
them back, but 
we should try 
to help first. If I 
was able to help 
then I would, with 
whatever they 
need.”

Lina
Nachawati, 12 
My opinion on 
the refugee 
crisis and the 
argument is 
very sad. No 
one knows 
what’s going on 
in Syria except 
the people 
living there 
and seeing it 
everyday. All I 
pray for is for 
this war to stop 
because killing 
and destroying 
such a beautiful 
country and its 
people.

Due to the ISIS terrorists, Syrian refugees fled their 
homes. ISIS commited horrid acts like public beheading, 
mass executions and bomb attacks, such as the Paris 
Bombing on November 2015. Syrians feared for their lives 
and many desperately attempted to flee. Many crammed 
onto a small boats and sailed to surrounding islands. Due 
to unsafe conditions, a toddler boy washed up on the Coast 
of Turkey on September 3, 2015. 

In 2009, ISIS shifted their focus from Iraq to the Civil 
War in Syria. These instances raised awareness about the 
seriousness of the situation, causing the United Nations to 
intervene and take in refugees ever since. 

On March 22, 2016 two explosions in the Brussels 
Airport killed 10 people just before 8 a.m. with at least one 
caused by a suicide bomber. An hour later, an explosion 
at the Maelbeek Subway Station in central Brussels killed 
about 20 more people, while 230 were injured overall from 
the attacks. These attacks in Belgium caused Americans to 
question President Obama’s plans to admit Syrians in the 
U.S.
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