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copy editor Seldom a formal title.
Also: copy editing, copy edit.


https://apstylebook.com/ap_stylebook/copy-editor

WHY STU

DY COPY

DITING?

e attention to detall

e teamwork

e ability to meet deadlines

* time management

e problem solving

e cultural awareness



WHAT IT'S NOT

e a headline writing contest
® a current events contest

e aspelling contest



WHAT |IT IS

a contest that focuses on editing,

including

knowledge of current events
grammar, spelling, punctuation, style

sentence structure, including passive
voice and word choice

current events, cultural knowledge

media law and ethics



HIGH-I

- VEL

EDITING

° Aret
e Didt
e Didt
e Didt

nere any legal issues (libel)?
ne reporter interview the right people?

ne reporter interview enough people?

ne reporter ask the right questions?

* Does the story cover all sides?

* |s the story in context?




CULTURAL LITERACY




MID-I

EVEL EDITING

Does the story flow well? Has the reporter made
good use of transitions?

Are sentences structured correctly?

Has writer made appropriate use of passive
voice?

s vocabulary appropriate tfor the audience?
s math correct?

s geography correct?



CULTURAL SENSITIVITY

* Avoid sexist writing
* Be sensitive
e Be culturally awareness






mentally disabled, intellectually disabled,
developmentally disabled The preferred
terms, not mentally retarded.

disabled, handicapped In general, do not
describe an individual as disabled or
handicapped unless it is clearly pertinent to a
story. If a description must be used, try to be
specific.



The preferred term to
describe a person who fights fire is firefighter.

Mail or letter carrier is preferable.

Use transgender to describe

individuals who have acquired the physical
characteristics of the opposite sex or present
themselves in a way that does not correspond

with their sex at birth.






LOW-LEVEL EDITING

Grammar
Spelling
Punctuation
Style










GRAMMAR

e Subject / verb agreement

* Passive voice

* Order of tenses

* Pronoun / antecedent agreement
* Incomplete sentences

e Dangling modifiers
 Wordiness



ASSESSMENT

1. Scientists have studied past
understand the factors that can cause the planet to warm or cool.

2. None of the dogs adopted this weekend.
3. of the evidence pieces was useless.

4. "Most food aide returns to arab countries in northern Africa,"- Colonel
Bahre Tebeje said during the meeting in Kiev.



SPELLING

e Capitalization
* Most commonly misspelled words

* Words in the AP Stylebook specifically
because of spelling



ASSESSMENT

1. The further/farther | dive into metaphysics, the less | understand.

2. lan Roberts has resigned as Millcreek schools superintendent /
Superintendent / Superintendant / superintendant.

3. The nations of the world ran the gamut / gantlet / gauntlet in their
responses to the COVID-19 pandemic.

4. Abiennial / biannual international rughy competition starts in 2026
and will happen in even-numbered years thereafter.

5. The effect/ affect of the new policy was to get students to class on time.

6. Turningin the essay a day late will not be all right / alright.



PUNCTUATION

* Apostrophes
* Hyphens
* Quotation marks



ASSESSMENT

1. Veterinarians examined the five well-known deaths in
horse racing.

2. My GPA this semesteris 3.7.

3. The peach cobbler was fresh. “It's yummy,” he said.”



AP STYL
BASICS

BEIEE
Times
Numbers
Titles
Acronyms




ASSESSMENT

1. More than 25%/ 25 percent of women are part of the #MeToo
movement.

2. America's total national debt surpassed $31 trillion / 31 trillion
dollars /$31,000,000,000,000 for the first time last fall.

3. The speed limitin rural West Texas is eighty five / 85 mph.
4. The dachshund mix had three / 3 puppies.
5. The plane took off Auqust 10th / August 10/ Aug. 10th / Aug. 10.

6. Van Ragsdale, Director of Fine Arts / Director of fine arts / director of
fine arts, advocated for increased funding for orchestra.



ASSESSMENT

1. Russian officials warned against “provocative” moves toward / towards
China.

2. Palentologists have found a carcass of an ice age / Ice Age cave bear.

3. Democratic CD-14 candidate Nick Lampson of Beaumont claimed partial
credit for inventing the Amber Alert / amber alert / AMBER Alert.

4. The U.S. Postal Service / USPS / U.S.P.S. raised the price of a first-class
stamp to 73 cents.




AP STYLE
RANDOM




ASSESSMENT

1. American gymnast Jordan Chiles stepped onto the podium
as the third-place finisher in the women's gymnastics floor
exercise.
2. Making a pleasing cat litter drives a $700 million industry.

3. Lawmakers in numerous countries have expressed concerns that

TikTok , Which is owned by the Chinese company
ByteDance, may expose sensitive user data.

4. The House passed legislation to ensure access to
contraception.



GEOGRAPHY,

MATH,
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THE AP STYLEBOOK

The spiral-bound Associated Press Stylebook, 57th Edition, includes new chapters
on artificial intelligence and criminal justice, plus a detailed checklist for self-
editing. Specialized chapters cover sports, business, punctuation, religion, data
journalism, inclusive storytelling, health and science, news values, and polls and
surveys.




S

TYLEBOOK
56TH EDITION




STYLE




THE AP STYLEBOOK

ARE THE CONTESTANTS ABLE TO USE
THE AP STYLEBOOK DURING THE CONTEST?

Per the UIL Contest Rules and Regulations: “(6) Contest Materials. Contestants may use an electronic or
printed thesaurus, dictionary and Associated Press Stylebook during the News, Feature, Editorial, Headline
and Copy Editing contests. No other reference materials shall be used.”

HTTPS://WWW.UILTEXAS.ORG/POLICY/CONSTITUTION/ACADEMICS/JOURNALISM



THE AP STYLEBOOK

ARE THE CONTESTANTS ABLE TO USE
THE ONLINE VERSION OF THE STYLEBOOK DURING THE CONTEST?

No electronic devices can be used during this contest.

HTTPS://WWW.UILTEXAS.ORG/POLICY/CONSTITUTION/ACADEMICS/JOURNALISM



https://www.uiltexas.org/policy/constitution/academics/journalism

SYMBOLS



SYMBOLS

USE CLEARLY UNDERSTOOD
EDITING SYMBOLS.



SYMBOLS

SEE THE
2024-2026
STYLEBOOK.

Students will NOT be
penalized for using other
symbols. Itis up to the
judges to determine if
marks are “clearly
understood.”




SYMBOLS



LET'S LOOK AT A TEST



PART



PART 1
GRADING




PART 2

Part 2: Edit the following
sentences to eliminate/
correct FOUR (and only
four) errors in wordiness,
AP style, grammar,
spelling or punctuation in
each of the five
statements below. Use
clearly understood editing
symbols. Judges will
consider only the first four
corrections marked. Any
others will be ignored.
Compound errors such as
changing “First Lady” to
“first lady” will be
considered as one error.
(4 pts. each)



PART 2
GRADING

Four errors.

There is some subjectivity
in all editing. If a student
finds another “error” or
rewrites a sentence, the
judges will have to
consider how to award
points.



PART 2



PART 3
GRADING

Judges should compare
the papers of students
who tied, ranking them
accordingly.



CHANGES IN 2024-2025

POINTVALUES FOR PART 2 HAVE DOUBLED: Each errorin Part 2 is worth 1 point now.
That means each question is worth 4 points. That means the entire section is worth 20
points. Combined with the 15 points from Part 1, that means the entire test has a
maximum value of 35 points.

LOOKING AHEAD

MAKING PART 3 REQUIRED AND RANKING TOP EXAMS: We're examining the best way
to make Part 3 required without putting undue burden on the judges. Part 3 allows
students to evaluate three levels of editing:

Low-level errors: grammar, spelling, punctuation, style
Mid-level errors: flow, word choice, sentence structure, math, geography, current events
High-level errors: law, ethics



WAYS TO TEACH



WAYS TO TEACH

DRILLAND PRACTICE: Do it over and over again. Knowledge based.
Develop your own materials based on where students are weak.

Give current events quizzes.

Do a spelling bee.

Do a geography bee.

DRILLAND PRACTICE: Use previous UlL tests. Invitational meets.
Synthesis based.

USE REAL STORIES: Take drafts of papers written by other students or
articles submitted for publication. Application based.

USE PUBLISHED MATERIALS: Find published material with errors (and
there's no shortage of it) and have students find / fix the errors. Evaluation

based.



WAYS TO TEACH




WAYS TO TEACH




WAYS TO STUDY



WAYS TO STU

COMTESTANT HUVEER

UIL COFY EDITING INVITATICNAL B 2023
AT bl g S LR — o e eliainn e we e d 44
Wy TR AR A, e g ling o gt ion Wom 40 000 vt 0w e B e 2l sl

wian of el viog woa e reedh celiordon @8 Sond ey o sotilBomd oot ieg. T 3 W UL BEESLT
TIT ID RIS TR TR T T g e ol o] e B T e el o O g e o

Pwmmt of s U,
L e T i T P N e L

er i pa fow s Swpxs K Amca face!
i e Lk

ww s boadand ol b Tene frs nidon Ta Tl

¢ Srvocm, Thee Toxm Seme Urboom oy * % Towas Toch Uz veniky Sotmaand

P pR—
~ta
sy malarons Ak wnh Sb N
L LT
wortkocail s, — b med by f

Wewr W Buowh Dol 10l | IR F e nmed

A ad Widied ot sdarioas
» Cap el Thoy of aloc romwaacd ST 2 By
CHA W A T weres by e P A sy h hrdey A

Bt 1w e o an rind e Tvme e s o sach other

The Tozwe Some s rrchar rod i he o afgr et v rneyd e
a0 s Ty o] wadee ey evhimcdliwdwrrn s

agasly. The Toom Tect el s Sy byped Rxoorrhrser 2o nurd axverdtien, and o

O O i rg Mo Seser Dvdvex oy erdor ko obd

Wby P o by s s ans g e o Do, Sl G 3 AL




WAYS TO STU

DY



SAMPLES



SAMPLES



CONTACT BRADLEY WILS5ON
BRADLEYWILSONOS@GMAIL.COM




