
C O P Y  E D I T I N G  
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C O N T E S T  D I R E C T O R  |  2 0 2 2  



EVERYONE NEEDS 
A COPY EDITOR















copy editor  Seldom a formal title. 
Also: copy editing, copy edit. 

https://apstylebook.com/ap_stylebook/copy-editor


W H Y  S T U D Y  C O P Y  E D I T I N G ?

Marketable skills 
• attention to detail 

• teamwork 

• ability to meet deadlines 

• time management 

• problem solving 

• cultural awareness



W H AT  I T ’ S  N O T

• a headline writing contest 

• a current events contest 

• a spelling contest



W H AT  I T  I S

a contest that focuses on editing, 
including 

• knowledge of current events 

• grammar, spelling, punctuation, style 

• sentence structure, including passive 
voice and word choice 

• media law and ethics



H I G H - L E V E L  E D I T I N G

• Are there any legal issues (libel)? 
• Did the reporter interview the right people? 
• Did the reporter interview enough people? 
• Did the reporter ask the right questions? 
• Does the story cover all sides? 
• Is the story in context?





…[W]e are officially retracting 'A Rape on Campus.' We 
are also committing ourselves to a series of 

recommendations about journalistic practices that are 
spelled out in the report.  

We would like to apologize to our readers and to all of 
those who were damaged by our story and the ensuing 

fallout, including members of the Phi Kappa Psi fraternity 
and UVA administrators and students.



C U LT U R A L  L I T E R A C Y



M I D - L E V E L  E D I T I N G

• Does the story flow well? Has the reporter made 
good use of transitions? 

• Are sentences structured correctly? 
• Has writer made appropriate use of passive 

voice? 
• Is vocabulary appropriate for the audience? 
• Is math correct? 
• Is geography correct?



C U LT U R A L  S E N S I T I V I T Y

• Avoiding sexist writing 
• Being insensitive 
• Cultural awareness



mentally disabled, intellectually disabled, 
developmentally disabled  The preferred 
terms, not mentally retarded. 

disabled, handicapped  In general, do not 
describe an individual as disabled or 
handicapped unless it is clearly pertinent to a 
story. If a description must be used, try to be 
specific. 



firefighter, fireman  The preferred term to 
describe a person who fights fire is firefighter. 

mailman Mail or letter carrier is preferable. 

transsexual  Use transgender to describe 
individuals who have acquired the physical 
characteristics of the opposite sex or present 
themselves in a way that does not correspond 
with their sex at birth.



L O W - L E V E L  E D I T I N G

• Grammar 
• Spelling 
• Punctuation 
• Style







T H E  A P  S T Y L E B O O K



T H E  A P  S T Y L E B O O K



T H E  2 0 2 0 - 2 0 2 2  E D I T I O N  O F  T H E  A S S O C I AT E D  P R E S S  S T Y L E B O O K  
A N D  B R I E F I N G  O N  M E D I A  L AW  I N C L U D E S  A B O U T  2 0 0  N E W  O R  

M O D I F I E D  E N T R I E S ,  W I T H  C H A P T E R S  C O V E R I N G  D ATA  
J O U R N A L I S M ,  B U S I N E S S ,  FA S H I O N ,  F O O D ,  R E L I G I O N  A N D  S P O R T S  

T E R M S ,  A S  W E L L  A S  M E D I A  L AW,  N E W S  VA L U E S ,  P U N C T U AT I O N ,  
S O C I A L  M E D I A  A N D  A  N E W  C H A P T E R  O N  P O L L S  A N D  S U R V E Y S .



S T Y L E



A R E  T H E  C O N T E S TA N T S  A B L E  T O  U S E   
T H E  A P  S T Y L E B O O K  D U R I N G  T H E  C O N T E S T ?  

Y E S .  

Per the UIL Contest Rules and Regulations: “(6) Contest Materials. Contestants may 
use an electronic or printed thesaurus, dictionary and Associated Press Stylebook 
during the News, Feature, Editorial, Headline and Copy Editing contests. No other 
reference materials shall be used.” 

HTTPS://WWW.UILTEXAS.ORG/POLICY/CONSTITUTION/ACADEMICS/JOURNALISM

T H E  A P  S T Y L E B O O K



S Y M B O L S



S Y M B O L S

U S E  C L E A R LY  U N D E R S T O O D  
E D I T I N G  S Y M B O L S .   



S Y M B O L S

S E E  P.  5 1 9  
O F  T H E  
2 0 2 0 - 2 0 2 2   
S T Y L E B O O K .  

Students will NOT be 
penalized for using other 
symbols. It is up to the 
judges to determine if marks 
are “clearly understood.”



L E T ’ S  L O O K  AT  A  T E S T



PA R T  1



PA R T  1  
G R A D I N G

There is some 
subjectivity involved 
in all editing. If you 
find an error in the 
answer key, report it 
to the UIL office 



PA R T  2

Part 2: Edit the following 
sentences to eliminate/
correct FOUR (and only 
four) errors in wordiness, 
AP style, grammar, 
spelling or punctuation in 
each of the five 
statements below. Use 
clearly understood editing 
symbols. Judges will 
consider only the first four 
corrections marked. Any 
others will be ignored. 
Compound errors such as 
changing “First Lady” to 
“first lady” will be 
considered as one error. 
(2 pts. each) 



PA R T  2  
G R A D I N G

Four errors. 

There is some 
subjectivity in all 
editing. If a student 
finds another “error” 
or rewrites a 
sentence, the judges 
will have to consider 
how to award points. 



PA R T  2



PA R T  3  
G R A D I N G

Judges should 
compare the papers 
of students who 
tied, ranking them 
accordingly.



C H A N G E S  F O R  2 0 2 1 - 2 0 2 2

• PART 3 IS NOW REQUIRED: To have some form of tie-breaker. 

• CONTESTANTS MAY USE A DICTIONARY AND STYLE MANUAL: To conform with other 
journalism contests, a dictionary and AP Stylebook may be used. 

• ADD DATELINE: To help with correct style regarding dates and locations. Part 2 and part 3 
will now include a dateline: "You are writing for the <date> issue of the Leaguetown 
School Press in Leaguetown, Texas.” 

• CONTESTANTS MUST CORRECT SPELLING in Part 2. To make students think about the 
correct answer. Don’t just mark words as misspelled.  

• AP DOES PROVIDE SUGGESTED SYMBOLS: To provide students some guidance. The 
“Editing marks” provided by AP on p. 519 of the current Stylebook are only 
recommendations designed to avoid ambiguity. Students must use clearly understood 
editing symbols. Judges will determine if the corrections marked are clearly understood 
and will NOT count off if students use symbols other than these.



S A M P L E S



S A M P L E S



C O N TA C T  B R A D L E Y  W I L S O N  
B R A D L E Y W I L S O N 0 8 @ G M A I L . C O M  

O R  J E A N N E  A C T O N  
J A C T O N @ U I LT E X A S . O R G


