niL Editorial Writing

A+ Invitational « 2017-2018

You are a reporter
for the Leaguetown
Press, the student
newspaper of
Leaguetown Middle
School. From the
given information,
write an editorial
as you would

for the middle
school newspaper.
Remember that as
an editorial writer
you should support
or oppose policy or
action; you should

not sermonize.

You have
45 minutes.

Do not write your
name or the name of
your school on this
sheet or entry. Put
your number in the
upper right corner

of each page of your

entry.

STATEMENT OF SITUATION

Leaguetown Middle School is located in Central Texas and has an enrollment of
560 students. Currently, the middle school consists of grades 7 and 8. Leaguetown
Middle School is the only school in the area that houses 6th grade at the elementary
instead of the middle school campus. Several other area schools moved 6th grade
to their middle school five years ago.

After seeing benefits of including 6th grade in middle school from other school
districts, Superintendent Mark Trevino proposed 6th grade be moved to middle
school instead of being housed in the elementary school for the 2018-19 school year.

“Moving 6th grade to middle school will give 6th grade students more diverse
and advanced class options,” Trevino said. “Right now, they are only offered basic
courses--math, science, social studies, and language arts. If placed in middle school,
students would have more choices in their core courses and much more in electives.”

Polls from other nearby schools have found that students and parents are more
satisfied with including 6th grade in middle school. Students say they are offered
more class options and are able to socialize and learn from older students.

“My son was part of the inaugural year of moving 6th grade to middle school,”
parent from a neighboring school Jessica Emerson said. “I can’t begin to describe
the positive changes I saw in him that year. He became more mature, more accepting
and more responsible. It was a transition, yes, but so worthwhile.”

8th grade Algebra teacher Lisa Maines says the middle school is not ready for
the transition.

“The incoming 6th graders have 240 students in their class,” she said. “I just
don’t think our campus can handle that. We need to thoroughly investigate if we
have enough space and resources. Also, I myself have a 6th grade daughter and
to be quite honest, I don’t know if she would be ready for the higher stress and
responsibility of middle school. It is not an easy switch.”

Trevino has said the 6th graders would fit in the middle school, but it would be a
tight squeeze. If passed, the district would hire more teachers for the middle school.

The school board will discuss and vote on the proposed move at its regular
meeting on Thursday. You are writing for the issue of the Press to be distributed
the Tuesday prior to the meeting.

STANCES
Supporting the proposed switch

Students can’tbe sheltered forever. Incoming 6th graders are old enough to adapt
to new environments. Moving students to middle school in 6th grade will benefit
them academically and socially. Plus, students will have the option to choose from
a wider variety of classes.

Opposing

Students simply aren’t prepared for middle school at 11-12 years old. Middle
school is a higher stress environment socially, educationally and physically. Plus,
Trevino himself said there will be little physical room to spare for the 6th graders.
Why would the district try to cram 240 students into the middle school if they are
fine where they are?
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write an editorial
as you would

for the middle
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an editorial writer
you should support
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You have
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of each page of your
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STATEMENT OF SITUATION

Leaguetown Middle School is located in South Texas and has an enrollment of
975 students in grades 6, 7 and 8. Principal Aaliyah McGuire recently attended an
Education Foundation conference that cited the benefits of listening to music while
learning. After doing further research, McGuire decided to submit a proposal to the
school board that would allow music in class.

“The benefits of music on the brain are astounding,” McGuire said. “Even more,
the benefits of music on the brain while learning are off the charts. Music increases
blood flow to the brain along with positive endorphins. And, a study by Stanford
University found listening to music increases focus.”

Currently, cell phones are not allowed in class. Students place their phones in
locked cubbies during first period and pick them up at the end of the day. Under
the new proposal, students would be allowed to use their phones for music only.
If caught texting or surfing the web, students would be banned from listening to
music for the remainder of the semester. Students would not be allowed to listen
to music during tests, presentations or teacher instruction.

“Last year, many students asked our staff if they could listen to music,” McGuire
said. “The answer was always no because we didn’t have concrete research to prove
the benefits of listening to music. Now, we do. Ifthis is advantageous for our students
we need to try it. [ hope the school board agrees with me on this.”

McGuire brought the proposal to the attention of teachers at the last staff meeting.
The staff is split on the proposal.

“There are just too many loopholes for me to be on board with this proposal,”
7th grade science teacher Max Nichols said. “We will have to monitor our students
closely to make sure they aren’t texting or looking up answers on the internet, which
will waste valuable time. And, what happens if students are listening to explicit
music? Do we allow that?”

The school board will host a public forum at its regular meeting on Thursday
and vote on the proposal at the end of the meeting. You are writing for the issue of
the Press to be distributed on the Tuesday prior to the meeting.

STANCES
Supporting the proposal

The science is solid; music benefits students’ learning. Listening to music helps
students focus and gives an incentive for students to do their work. We know it is
an incentive for students because they asked to listen to music last year. Plus, the
rule system associated with the proposal leaves no room for inappropriate activity.

Opposing

Students need to be able to focus and perform without music. When students
take SAT tests or STAAR tests, they won’t be able to listen to music. Additionally,
teachers are going to have to keep a close eye on students using their phones. That
will waste valuable time they could use for more important matters.
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STATEMENT OF SITUATION

Leaguetown Middle School is located in North Texas and has an enrollment of 1,300
students in grades 6, 7 and 8. The middle school is the most diverse in the district with 11
different ethnicities represented.

Atthe annual “Let Your Voice be Heard” parent meeting last month, many parents expressed
concern regarding the lack of cultural knowledge and acceptance among students. Parents felt
their students were not being treated well with respect to their culture.

“I can’t tell you how many times my son has come home complaining about insensitive
cultural remarks from other students,” Evangelina Rodriguez said. “Peers will tease my son
because of his accent and because of the way he switches between Spanish and English. This
has become such a problem that my son doesn’t even want to go to school anymore.”

At the meeting, Principal Dedrick Tomson asked parents why they thought this was an issue.
Many thought it was due to a lack of knowledge on understanding cultures other than your own.

“I think that at the age of 11-12 students don’t know how much a seemingly little comment
can hurt,” Aiyana Cordon said. “My family is Native American. Peers simply don’t know that
calling someone a “savage” is offensive to my child. Kids aren’t inherently bad, they just simply
don’t know.”

After the meeting, Tomson proposed implementing a mandatory cultural awareness class,
which would take the place of homeroom class three days a week for all students. The class
would focus on cultural understanding and respectfully interaction. Teachers would receive
training and materials for the class during workshops prior to the start of next school year.

Some teachers have expressed support for the proposal, while others have concerns.

“Homeroom is a time where I can plan lessons, grade assignments and actually talk to
students,” Science teacher Casey McCoy said. “Besides conference period, that is the only
time I have to do those things. If the cultural class is implemented, I will have to pile on more
work to do at home. Besides, why can’t parents teach their students how to act appropriately?”’

If implemented, the proposal would be put in place for the fall semester. Tomson did a poll
of students last week to see how they felt about the proposal. Many students are nervous about
the loss of homeroom time.

“I think the class is a good idea,” student Max Mason said. “I just don’t know if I can afford
to give up that time. I use homeroom class to do homework, fill out my planner and ask for help
on projects. I have football practice every day after school in the fall. I don’t know how I will
have time to complete all my assignments if they take away homeroom classes.”

The school board will discuss and vote on the class at its regular meeting on Thursday.
You are writing for the issue of the Press to be distributed on the Tuesday prior to the meeting.

STANCES
Supporting the proposal

Ensuring that students feel safe and welcome at school is a top priority, which the proposal
would help emphasize. Greater cultural awareness will also help students tremendously in the
future. Cultural differences are seen in daily life. Learning how to understand and relate to
people from different backgrounds is an essential lesson for students.
Opposing

This proposal will negatively impact teachers. The proposal will reduce the already limited
time teachers have for grading and other duties. Students would also lose important homeroom
class time that is important for homework and working one-on-one with their teachers. Parents
should be responsible for teaching their children how to respect others--not the school.
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