2021-2022 Multiple Choice Quiz SAMPLE

Circle the letter of the correct answer.  

1. [bookmark: _Hlk78402807]What is the musical term for the quality of sound of each voice or instrument that allows you to tell them apart? 
A. Pitch
B. Timbre
C. Tessitura
D. Texture
 		
2. What is the name of the oratorio that was inspired by Handel’s Messiah? 
A. Abdelazer
B. Symphonie Fantastique
C. Nabucco
D. The Creation
 
3. Who arranged “What If” for percussion ensemble and voices? 
A. Craig Hella Johnson
B. Eric Whitacre
C. Julie Giroux
D. John Williams

4. Which stringed instruments, a member of the violin family, is larger than a viola and smaller than a double bass? 
A. Guitar
B. Autoharp
C. Cello
D. String bass
 
5. Which selection was composed for the Cincinnati Symphony in 1942 to promote patriotism and hope as America entered WWII? 
A. “Fanfare for the Common Man”
B. “Short Ride in a Fast Machine”
C. “Medalist Fanfare”
D. “Circus Polka (for a young elephant)”
 



6. What type of musical ensemble consists of a few musicians who play in a room (chamber) or small hall?
A. String quartet
B. Woodwind quintet
C. Chamber orchestra
D. String orchestra

7. What is the name of the play by Goethe for which Beethoven composed incidental music? 
A. Abdelazer
B. Scheherazade
C. Nabucco
D. Egmont

8. What is the musical term for a composition, usually in three parts or movements for solo instrument(s) and orchestra?
A. Symphony
B. Concerto
C. Cantata
D. Oratorio
  
9. What is the musical term for a pattern that repeats?
A. Steady beat
B. Meter
C. Ostinato
D. Basso continuo

10. What is the name of a French social dance for two people, usually in 3/4 time (three beats per measure)?
A. Minuet
B. Polka
C. Mambo
D. Idée fixe






11. What style of jazz, popular in the 1030s, was performed by Big Bands and used for dancing? 
A. Scat
B. Improvisation
C. Jazz combo
D. Swing

12. What word means to hire and pay a composer to compose a piece of music? 
A. Choreography
B. Commission
C. Presidential Medal of Freedom
D. Composer in Residence

13. Which musical form is made up of a collection of short pieces? 
A. Scheherazade
B. Rondo
C. Sonata form
D. Suite

14. Which composer, the most prolific female composer of band music, has won three Emmy Awards?
A. Aphra Behn
B. Ella Fitzgerald
C. Julie Giroux
D. Harriet Smithson
 
15. What is the French term for a recurring theme that represents an idea, object, or character and unifies a musical work?
A. Ostinato
B. Idée fixe
C. Rondeau
D. Minimalism








16. Which selection, first performed by Johannes Brahms and Clara Schumann, was originally written for piano, four hands (two people playing one piano)?
A. “Hungarian Dance No. 5”
B. “Circus Polka (for a young elephant)”
C. “Minuet in G”
D. Three Gymnopédies, No. 1

17. Which composer was a senator in the Italian National Parliament? 
A. Berlioz
B. Verdi
C. Stravinsky
D. Telemann

18.   What Cuban dance style means “conversation with the gods” in Kikongo, the language of Central African slaves taken to Cuba? 
A. Rondeau
B. Minuet
C. Mambo
D. Swing

19.  What type of music is based on repeated and gradually shifting rhythmic, melodic, and/or harmonic patterns over a steady beat? 
A. Swing
B. Mambo
C. Polka
D. Minimalism
 
20.   Who wrote Abdelazer, the play for which Purcell wrote incidental music? 
A. Aphra Behn
B. Johann Wolfgang von Goethe
C. Harriet Smithson
D. Craig Hella Johnson




2021-2022 Multiple Choice Quiz SAMPLE - KEY

Circle the letter of the correct answer.  

18. What is the musical term for the quality of sound of each voice or instrument that allows you to tell them apart? 
E. Pitch
F. Timbre
G. Tessitura
H. Texture
 		
19. What is the name of the oratorio that was inspired by Handel’s Messiah? 
E. Abdelazer
F. Symphonie Fantastique
G. Nabucco
H. The Creation
 
20. Who arranged “What If” for percussion ensemble and voices? 
E. Craig Hella Johnson
F. Eric Whitacre
G. Julie Giroux
H. John Williams

21. Which stringed instruments, a member of the violin family, is larger than a viola and smaller than a double bass? 
E. Guitar
F. Autoharp
G. Cello
H. String bass
 
22. Which selection was composed for the Cincinnati Symphony in 1942 to promote patriotism and hope as America entered WWII? 
E. “Fanfare for the Common Man”
F. “Short Ride in a Fast Machine”
G. “Medalist Fanfare”
H. “Circus Polka (for a young elephant)”
 



23. What type of musical ensemble consists of a few musicians who play in a room (chamber) or small hall?
E. String quartet
F. Woodwind quintet
G. Chamber orchestra
H. String orchestra

24. What is the name of the play by Goethe for which Beethoven composed incidental music? 
E. Abdelazer
F. Scheherazade
G. Nabucco
H. Egmont

25. What is the musical term for a composition, usually in three parts or movements for solo instrument(s) and orchestra?
E. Symphony
F. Concerto
G. Cantata
H. Oratorio
  
26. What is the musical term for a pattern that repeats?
E. Steady beat
F. Meter
G. Ostinato
H. Basso continuo

27. What is the name of a French social dance for two people, usually in 3/4 time (three beats per measure)?
E. Minuet
F. Polka
G. Mambo
H. Idée fixe






28. What style of jazz, popular in the 1030s, was performed by Big Bands and used for dancing? 
E. Scat
F. Improvisation
G. Jazz combo
H. Swing

29. What word means to hire and pay a composer to compose a piece of music? 
E. Choreography
F. Commission
G. Presidential Medal of Freedom
H. Composer in Residence

30. Which musical form is made up of a collection of short pieces? 
E. Scheherazade
F. Rondo
G. Sonata form
H. Suite

31. Which composer, the most prolific female composer of band music, has won three Emmy Awards?
E. Aphra Behn
F. Ella Fitzgerald
G. Julie Giroux
H. Harriet Smithson
 
32. What is the French term for a recurring theme that represents an idea, object, or character and unifies a musical work?
E. Ostinato
F. Idée fixe
G. Rondeau
H. Minimalism







33. Which selection, first performed by Johannes Brahms and Clara Schumann, was originally written for piano, four hands (two people playing one piano)?
E. “Hungarian Dance No. 5”
F. “Circus Polka (for a young elephant)”
G. “Minuet in G”
H. Three Gymnopédies, No. 1

34. Which composer was a senator in the Italian National Parliament? 
E. Berlioz
F. Verdi
G. Stravinsky
H. Telemann

18.   What Cuban dance style means “conversation with the gods” in Kikongo, the language of Central African slaves taken to Cuba? 
E. Rondeau
F. Minuet
G. Mambo
H. Swing

19.  What type of music is based on repeated and gradually shifting rhythmic, melodic, and/or harmonic patterns over a steady beat? 
E. Swing
F. Mambo
G. Polka
H. Minimalism
 
20.   Who wrote Abdelazer, the play for which Purcell wrote incidental music? 
E. Aphra Behn
F. Johann Wolfgang von Goethe
G. Benjamin Britten
H. Harriet Smithson


