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W H Y  H AV E  A N  E S S AY ?

• It acts as the determinate factor in deciding  
the best of the best. 

• Allows contestants to demonstrate  
their extensive knowledge. 

• Strikes a balance between objective  
and subjective. 

• Writing.









“Recruiters and companies are saying, 'Send us 
a writing sample, and if you don't meet our 
standards for communication, we are not hiring 
you.’ College students often don’t realize how 
important on-the-job writing is.” 

Cynthia Linville, Sacramento State University





Learning to write is about more than 
learning to write.  

For one thing, it’s about learning to 
turn a loose assemblage of thoughts 
into a clear line of reasoning—a skill 
that is useful for everyone, not just 
those who enjoy writing or need to 
do a lot of it for work.



T H E  P R O C E S S

Read the essay prompt. 

Freak out. 
Take the test. 

Read the essay prompt. 
Write an outline. 

Read the prompt. 
Write a draft. 

Read the prompt. 
Edit and rewrite.



TIP: 
Neatness counts. If the judges can’t 
read your essay, they will, naturally, 
have a hard time rewarding it.



N E AT N E S S  C O U N T S

• Double space. 

• Keep editing simple. Use single lines to cross out 
material. 

• Proof for grammar, spelling and punctuation 
errors in the last couple minutes. 

• Put your number at the top of every page. Do 
NOT put your name or school on any material.



A  G O O D  E S S AY

• Answers the questions stated or implied in the 
prompt.  

• Begins with a well-formed thesis. Opens with a 
clear, precise statement that assimilates 
information. 

• Continues in a logical order. 
• Flows smoothly. 
• Contains few grammar, spelling and 

punctuation errors.



TIP: 
The essay may analyze and interpret, but 
should not attempt to editorialize. The 
very nature of expository writing requires 
the writer to enhance the reader’s 
understanding of a subject by analyzing 
its parts and interpreting its meaning.



TIP: 
Work on transitional or directional 
words. The essay should have a 
clear, organized, logical order, and 
information should flow from one 
idea to the next.



TIP: 
Make sure to have a THESIS 
and ANSWER THE QUESTION  
(no matter how much you wish it was 
about something else).



TIP: 
Examine the question in a variety of 
contexts: social, political, economic, 
cultural and scientific (SPECS), for 
example. 



A B O U T  T H E  C I & E  
C O N T E S T                             

• 40 objective questions (2 pts. each) 
• Essay (20 points) 
• 60 minutes 
• Top score individual (objective plus 

essay) 
• Top score team (objective only; top 

three individuals constitute team 
score)



A B O U T  T H E  S O C I A L  S T U D I E S  
C O N T E S T                             

• 45 objective questions  
= 80 total points 

• Essay (20 points) 
• 90 minutes 
• Top score individual (objective plus 

essay) 
• Top score team (objective only; top 

three individuals constitute team 
score)

2023-2024 READING 
His Majesty’s Opponent: 
Subhas Chandra Bose and 
India’s Struggle against 
Empire by Sugata Bose, 
Harvard Press, 2012

https://www.amazon.com/Sugata-Bose/e/B000AP9GSM/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1


A B O U T  I N D I V I D U A L  S C O R I N G

• Objective + essay score.  
• Only top eight objective scorers 

advance to essay round.



A B O U T  I N D I V I D U A L  S C O R I N G  
O B J E C T I V E  Q U E S T I O N S

• Britney — 32 
• Lindsay — 30 
• Tara — 28 
• Juan — 27 
• Jayden — 26 
• Sophia — 26 
• Nicole — 25 
• Hilary — 24 

• Noah — 23 
• Jacob — 22 
• Mary-Kate  — 21 

All other contestants 
answered fewer than 21 
correctly.

Top eight advance to the essay round.



A B O U T  I N D I V I D U A L  S C O R I N G  
A D D  T H E  E S S AY  Q U E S T I O N S

N A M E O B J E C T I V E E S S AY T O TA L

B R I T N E Y 32 5 37

L I N D S E Y 30 7 37

TA R A 28 10 38

J U A N 27 10 37

J AY D E N 26 8 34

S O P H I A 26 5 31

N I C O L E 25 3 28

H I L A R Y 24 9 33



T H E  N U M B E R S :  S T A T E  2 0 2 3

Objective score average | 28.8  
(2022: 25.82) (2021: 25.4) (2019: 25.2) (2018: 27.5) 

(2017: 31.3) (2016: 27.6) (2015: 32.3) 
High | 38 
Low | 14 

Essay score average | 5.7 
(2022: 6.5) (2021: 5.9) (2019: 5.7) (2018: 6.3)  

(2017: 5.2) (2016: 4.7) (2015: 5.6) 
High | 10 (n=1) 

Low | 2 (n=2) 



1A 2A 3A 4A 5A 6A Average

Contestants 22 27 28 28 25 25 25.8

High Overall 43 42 45 42 46 44 43.7

High Objective 34 36 36 36 38 37 36.2

Low Objective 14 17 21 19 18 27 19.3

High Essay 9 9 9 7 10 8 8.7

Low Essay 3 4 2 2 4 4 3.2

T H E  N U M B E R S :  S T A T E  2 0 2 3



L E T ’ S  L O O K  AT  C L A S S  6 A  I N  2 0 1 9

Four people tied for first place based on an objective 
score of 31. We’ll call them Alpha, Beta, Delta and 
Gamma. 

Alpha was a CI&E studdette. She got a 7 on the essay 
and remained in first place. 

However, Beta, Delta and Gamma didn’t do as well on 
the essay, scoring 6, 5 and 4.5 respectively.



L E T ’ S  L O O K  AT  C L A S S  6 A  2 0 1 9

Zeta, who scored a 29 on the objective portion and was 
in sixth place, however, scored an 8 on the essay.

Student Objective Place Before Essay Total Place After Change

Alpha 31 1 7 38 1 0

Beta 31 1 6 37 4 “–3

Gamma 31 1 5 36 5 “–4

Delta 31 1 4.5 35.5 “–7

Epsilon 30 5 7 37 3 “+2

Zeta 29 6 8 37 2 “+4 

Eta 29 6 6 35 “–7

Theta 28 8 8 36 6 “+2



L E T ’ S  L O O K  AT  2 0 2 2

Final Place 1A 2A 3A 4A 5A 6A

1 1 -1 -1 -1

2 1 -3 (B) 1

3 3 (A) 1 -1 -1 1

4 -2 2 1 1

5 -2 -1 4 2

6 1 -1 -5 -1 6

C H A N G E  I N  P L A C E

Final place is objective plus essay. 
(a) Positive numbers indicate moving up from, for example, seventh 
place to third (+3). (b) Negative numbers indicate moving down from, 
for example, first place to forth (-3).



T H E  E S S AY

The essay matters. 
Contestants who fail to submit  

an essay shall be disqualified 



H O W  W E  C H O O S E  T H E  T O P I C



S O C I A L  S T U D I E S  
G R A D I N G  T H E  E S S AY

Contestants who do not write an essay will be 
disqualified. Any essay that does not demonstrate 
a sincere effort to discuss the assigned topic will 
be disqualified.  

The rankings of essays will be based primarily on 
how well the topic has been addressed.





F O R  J U D G E S



In a three-person judging panel, must every judge 
grade each essay? YES! If more than one person judges 
essays, make certain that judges reach agreement on 
which essay is the best. Do not rely solely on point totals. 
One judge may be more stringent than another. It is 
possible that a weaker essay, graded by a more lenient 
judge, can be awarded more points than a stronger 
essay, graded by a more strict judge. 

C U R R E N T  I S S U E S  &  E V E N T S  
G R A D I N G  T H E  E S S AY





A  P R O M P T

CURRENT ISSUES AND EVENTS REGION 2019 

The U.S. economy, the world’s third-largest economy, is strong. 
The Gross Domestic Product is growing at about 2.6 percent per 
year. Unemployment was only 3.8 percent in February. Inflation is 
only 2.2 percent. While the national debt is about $22 trillion, 113 
percent of GDP, most economists say that is only unhealthy for 
short periods. 

Not all other countries have economies that are that healthy. 

Pick three other countries — not the United States — and discuss 
economic problems they have been having so far this academic 
year and the sociopolitical situations surrounding them. 



T H E  P R O M P T

CURRENT ISSUES AND EVENTS STATE 2018 
The academic year has been a year of social movements 
including, but not limited to, #metoo, #timesup, #neveragain, 
#blacklivesmatter, #nobannowall. Some of these started in 
2017 or 2018. Some are decades old but got new life this 
year. Pick two or three of the movements active this 
academic year and discuss the circumstances surrounding 
each. 





T H E  P R O M P T

SOCIAL STUDIES REGION 2019 

Just as Gandhi’s actions drew inspiration from Henry David 
Thoreau’s views on passive resistance so too did his ideas influence 
Martin Luther King Jr.’s approach to affecting change. These beliefs 
and their accompanying tactics were emulated by numerous 
movements around the world and in the United States. Discuss the 
use, effectiveness, and limitations of passive resistance in advancing 
the causes of U.S. civil rights movements.  



T H E  P R O M P T

SOCIAL STUDIES STATE 2019 

“SNCC is special because we are young. We’re 17, 18, 19, 20, 21 year-olds. Most of 
us have dropped out of school so we’re no longer students, but we don’t have 
mortgages, we don’t have car payments, we don’t have families, we don’t have 
husbands and wives and children, so we can do these things. And because we’re 
young we are also foolish and we are willing to take risk.”  

-Julian Bond, The Century: America’s Time 

Many young people likened their work in the black civil rights movement to military 
service insomuch that they may have to lay down their lives in order to achieve 
victory. However, the same youthful exuberance that energized campaigns also led 
to eventual fissures in the overall movement. Younger leaders felt stymied by the 
glacial pace of reform seemingly endorsed by their elders and sought more 
aggressive, sometimes militant, tactics. Discuss the impact youth had on the black 
civil rights efforts in the United States. Be sure to mention key individuals, groups, 
and events that accelerated and/or hindered the movement. 



L E T ’ S  T R Y  I T



L E T ’ S  T R Y  I T

• Read essay 
• Assign it a score — ON YOUR OWN. Write 

that score down where only you can see it. Do 
NOT reveal your individual score to anyone. 

• Get in a group of three 
• Review the essay’s strengths and weaknesses 
• Assign it a score — AS A GROUP. Write that 

score down. 
• We’ll discuss as a large group.





T H E  P R O M P T

CURRENT ISSUES AND EVENTS STATE 2023 

Public education advocates created a wish list of issues they wanted Texas 

legislators to prioritize. Topping that list was increasing state funding for public 

schools. But funding isn’t the only education-related issue on the agenda of 

the Texas Legislature or the U.S. Legislature. While the establishment of 

education is one of the powers reserved to the states, members of both the 

executive and legislative branches at the national level have tried to make 

changes in various aspects of the educational system. In addition to funding, 

pick two issues at the state and/or federal level that relate to K-12 education 

in Texas. Discuss the political, economic, social and cultural aspects of all three 

issues (funding and two others of your choice) in a well-organized and 

informative essay. 



T H E  E S S AY



T H E  E S S AY

WHAT SCORE WOULD YOU ASSIGN IT — 0-10?



T H E  E S S AY



T H E  E S S AY

LET’S LOOK AT ANOTHER ONE



T H E  E S S AY





T H E  E S S AY



T H E  E S S AY

WHAT SCORE WOULD YOU ASSIGN IT — 0-10?



T H E  E S S AY



T H E  P R O M P T

CURRENT ISSUES AND EVENTS STATE 2019 

The year 1992 might have been the first to get the label “Year of 
the Woman” after the election of a number of female senators and 
the hotly contested Senate confirmation hearings for Supreme 
Court nominee Clarence Thomas when Anita Hill raised concern 
about the dominance of men in the Senate. However, when 
historians look back, they’ll unquestionably view the academic year 
2018-2019 as a year of the woman as well.  

Using substantial, relevant information and varying national and 
international perspectives (political, social, cultural, economic) with 
at least three specific examples, analyze the idea that 2018-2019 
was another “Year of the Woman.” 



G R A D E  T H E  E S S AY





G R A D E  T H E  E S S AY



T H E  P R O M P T

CURRENT ISSUES AND EVENTS STATE 2021 

The statement from the White House on Jan. 20 began, “President 
Biden is sending a bill to Congress on day one to restore humanity 
and American values to our immigration system.” But over the next 
few months, what happened along America’s southern border, a 
border with Mexico, was frustrating for the Biden administration as 
well as state and local officials and seen as anything but humane by 
observers from both parties. 

Describe some of the challenges local, state and federal officials 
have faced in recent months along the border, what might be 
behind the problems at the border and what is being done about 
these problems..” 



G R A D E  T H E  E S S AY



W H AT  G R A D E  D I D  Y O U  G I V E  I T ?



G R A D E  T H E  E S S AY

COMMENTS FROM JUDGES 
I fear that this essay very heavily editorializes. Try to maintain an 
objective, sort of analytical tone, at all times.- Make sure to 
organize the essay. Include a thesis, separate paragraphs, and 
transitions.- Strive to add more specific factuality. For example, 
what are the specific Trump policies that Biden has reversed? Is 
Biden really advocating for an open border? 
Essay needs a thesis and information to support that statement 
Opening: No thesis just jump in to the essay...work on giving 
the readers a roadmap for the essay. Cause of Problem: 
potentially new administration roll back of past polices 
Challenges: Human trafficking, potential spikes in Covid, State 
level man hours in law enforcement to Solutions: N/A



G R A D E  T H E  E S S AY





W H AT  G R A D E  D I D  Y O U  G I V E  I T ?



G R A D E  T H E  E S S AY

COMMENTS FROM JUDGES 
Good writing. I appreciate this author writes with a little 
style (say, that nice quip to end the essay).; - The essay is 
well-written with a sound basis in facts. Each paragraph is 
driven by logical analysis. - My only quibble is that the 
essay ignores some major factors in the current crisis: the 
numbers of children crossing and the conditions in 
Central America that are driving the situation.



C L O S I N G  T H O U G H T S

Keep it simple. 
Don’t rant. 

Don’t be silly. 
Open with a clear statement. 

Organize your facts. 
Move forward logically. 

Use a conclusion to bring ideas full circle.
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