
 
 

Do Not Open Your Test Until You Are Told To Begin. 
 
 

University Interscholastic League 
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REGIONAL Meet 2018-19 
 

Directions: 
 

Part I contains 15 Proofreading questions and 15 Vocabulary questions. The Proofreading 
questions are comprised of list words, forms of list words, and non-list (“outside”) words. The 
Vocabulary questions are based on the words indicated for vocabulary study in the current Word 
Power. You will have 15 minutes to complete the 30 questions that comprise Part I. 
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(Important: Two graders should check 
the scores to ensure accuracy.) 

 
 
 



                                                                     Scratch Paper  



 Contestant Number_______________ 
 

University Interscholastic League Spelling and Vocabulary 2018-19 
REGIONAL Meet  

Part I 
 
Questions 1-15 test your ability to recognize and correct misspelled words.  From each of the 15 sets, select the one 
misspelled entry, then write it correctly spelled in the corresponding blank on your answer sheet.  Questions 16-30 
test your knowledge of the meanings and origins of words.  For each sentence, select the best answer; then, using a 
printed capital letter, write it in the corresponding blank on your answer sheet. You will have 15 minutes to 
complete questions 1-30, which are worth 1 point each. Credit will be given ONLY for answers placed on your 
answer sheet. 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
1.    flocculent                 molluscicide                oxytoxic              teetotaler                casimere 
 
2.   Qandahar                   Salsberg                     Uganda                   Valkyrie            Kathmandu 
 
3. diaresis              cirrhotic                 muckraking                phillumenist             reentry vehicle 
 
4. Thoroughbred                                       Red Guard                                         Knights Templars 
                                    Michealmas                                     Roosevelt Island 
 
5.    reverie                  shlemiel                    tacmahack                     zibeth                          parlous                                                                                                                                          
 
6. immune-compromised                           quasi-stellar object                         self-aggrandizing 
                                              hand-to-mouth                                     audio-visual 
 
7. up-to-the-minute                                   fair-trade agreement                                    work-study 
                                      plug-compatible                                      wool-sorters disease 
 
8.  Malawi                 Appalachicola                   Yuman                Waikiki                   Copenhagen       
 
9.  deducible              indigestible               persuasable              unpalatable               contemptible     
 
10.    flѐche              habañera             coup de grâce               opéra comique                moyen âge 
 
11.  marquetery                                              O-ring                                           poison-pen letter          
                                     Rhodesian ridgeback                      universal donor 
   
12.  feigned                reprieve                peignoir                  cunieform                     weisenheimer 
 
13.  nouveau riche          soiree             amour-propre               pate de foie gras                ex parte 



 
14.  ogreish                        ponjee                 voguish                      yenta                              cangue 
                              
15.  predeliction                 cloture                 quaternion                 spavined                   curlycue 
 
16.  In order to ensure totally sanitary conditions in the ER, special technicians were assigned the 

task of cleaning and decontaminating surgical equipment, like scalpels, clamps, and 
_____(s). 

 
 A.   grommet    B.  tarot              C.   xyster          D.   horologe             E.  cloche 
 
17.  My husband often suffers with nightly fits of _____; his sneezing often wakes him from a 

sound sleep. 
 
 A.   sternutation                                        B.  trichinosis                                   C.  gesundheit         
                                     D.    stomatology                                   E.  kyphosis 
 
18.  _____, mounted atop Pegasus, kept out of the way of the Chimera, yet near enough to kill it 

with his spear. 
 
 A.  Fenian                                        B.  Don Juan                                     C.  Vespucci                                                                                                           
                                   D.  Descartes                                                E.  Bellerophon 
 
19.   After soaking in a lavender-scented bath, Patsy felt _____ as her tension-fraught nerves 

relaxed. 
 
       A.   dulcified                           B.   supervened                                        C.  discombobulated   
                                       
                      D.  stridulated                                   E.  unmortised 
 
20.  In Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar, Caesar’s wife Calpurnia was troubled nightly by irrational 

_____ images of her husband’s imminent death. 
 
 A. oneiric             B.   efficacious            C.  tenable             D.  improvident           E.  ludic 
 
21.  An antonym for “_____” is “straightforward.” 
 
 A. duplicitous                                   B.   supereminent                                         C.   veracious 

D.  centesimal                                          E.  pertinacious 
 
22.  The Incans used a(n) _____, a primitive accounting device made of knotted strings and rope. 
 
 A.  shogi           B.  cyclotron              C.   oriflamme            D.  quipu               E.  consortium 
 
23. The word “_____” has its origins in Late Latin and meant “a sea horse with a horse’s 

forelegs and a dolphin’s tail”. 
 
 A.   javelina           B.   wildebeest          C.  lemma            D.  hippocampus          E.  seraph 



 
24.  _____(s) from early childhood, the trio of young women were dubbed “The Three 
Musketeers” because they remained inseparable. 
 
A.  Librettist              B.  Paisano               C.  Cosmopolite              D.  Brio                    E.  Sika 
 
25.  Sitting down at the grand piano, the musician entertained the group with a short _____. 
 
A.  carillon            B.    repoussé           C.   impromptu             D.   colliery                E.  fanion 
 
26.  After playing a cruel prank on his professor, the British student was fortunate that he wasn’t 
_____(d) from the London university. 
 
A.  rusticate             B.  mitigate            C.  rubricate               D.  relume                  E.  devastate 
 
27. During an especially trying case of tetanus, the patient’s _____ was rendered immobile. 
 
A.  masseter              B.  zastruga             C.  ranula             D.  unciform                   E.  kerygma 
 
28.  While in Paris, I refused to order roasted _____ because I was so fond of the little songbird. 
 
A.  yeanling             B.  guillemot                C.  serval                  D.  beccafico                  E.  knar   
                             
29.  At the bayside eatery, the visitors ordered the seafood combo platter featuring shrimp, 
oysters, and _____. 
 
A.  plantain            B.  sheldrake             C.  tuatara               D.  toheroa                  E.  muster roll 
 
30.  Although expected of all members of royalty, the notion of _____ has been taken to a new 
level as evidenced by Meghan Markle’s reaching out to AIDS patients and orphaned babies, 
much like her late mother-in-law Princess Diana. 
 
A. sanctimony                                         B.   ecumenism                                  C.   noblesse oblige                                                     
                         D.  legerdemain                                          E.  desideratum 
 

 
  
 
 



University Interscholastic League Spelling and Vocabulary 2018-19 
Regional Meet Part I Key 

*Capitalization required 

DO NOT DISTRIBUTE TO STUDENTS BEFORE OR DURING THE CONTEST! 

 
 
 
 
 

1.   oxytocic 16.  C 

2.  Salzburg 17.  A 

3.  diaeresis, dieresis 18.  E  

4.  Michaelmas 19.  A 

5.  tacamahac 20.  A 

6.  immunocompromised 21.  A 

7.  wool-sorter’s disease 22.  D 

8.  Apalachicola 23.  D 

9.  persuasible 24.  B 

10.  habanera 25.  C 

11.  marquetry, marqueterie 26.  A 

12.  cuneiform 27.  A 

13.  pâté de foie gras 28.  D 

14.  pongee 29.  D 

15.  predilection 30.  C 

 

 



 
University Interscholastic League Spelling 2018-2019 Regional Meet Part II & III Key 

                                                DO NOT DISTRIBUTE TO STUDENTS BEFORE OR DURING THE CONTEST! 
 

�Fold on lines between columns to facilitate scoring.)�
Outside Word *   Capitalization Required  
 

1. agnathan 

2. benison* 

3. tumorigenic 

4. prurigo 

5. Yukon Territory 

6. licentious 

7. shanghaiing*  

8. agog 

9. Tchaikovsky 

10. passe-partout 

11. enfant terrible* 

12. worry beads 

13. benignities 

14. camera lucida 

15. cui bono 

16. minacious 

17. terpsichorean 

18. lascivious* 

19. dysteleology 

20. mano a mano 

21. demersal 

22. chevelure 

23. Archaeopteryx 

24. Eucharist 

25. soutache 

26. moussaka 

27. epistolary 

28. paraph* 

29. amphisbaena 

30. soupçon 

31. litterateur, littérateur 

32. aiguillette* 

33. warbling vireo 

34. Cassiopeia 

35. bratwurst 

36. plasmapheresis 

37. nocent* 

38. ravigote, ravigotte 

39. minuscule 

40. centripetal 

41. peculate* 

42. bubonic plague 

43. tryptophan 

44. psittacine 

45. inter se 

46. zygomatic bone 

47. harquebus* 

48. communiqué 

49. piña cloth 

50. euryphagous 

 

51. Pompeii* 

52. oenomel 

53. post-polio syndrome 

54. chelate 

55. tessitura 

56. charley horse* 

57. in memoriam 

58. agrarian 

59. spaghetti Western  

60. balaclava 

61. Anaxagoras 

62. quodlibet* 

63. ailurophile 

64. balneal 

65. onchocerciasis 

66. farouche* 

67. diaphanous 

68. izar 

69. denouement, dénouement 

70. cynosure* 

 

Part III Tiebreaker 

 1.  Waziristan 

 2.  Cro-Magnon 

 3.  au jus* 

 4.  gavel-to-gavel 

 5.  uitlander 

 6.  olla podrida 

 7.  reliquiae 

 8.  subpoenaed* 

 9.  Müllerian mimicry 

10.  tmesis 

11.  heptastich 

12.  ziggurat 

13.  monticule* 

14.  de rigueur 

15.  sugarcoat 

16.  materfamilias 

17.  paronychia 

18.  Versailles* 

19.  Bessarabia 

20.  contumelious 
 



 
 
 
 
 

University Interscholastic League 
 

Spelling and Vocabulary 
 

Regional Meet 2018-19 
 
 

Part II and Part III Tie Breaker 
 

Pronouncer’s Copy 
 

  
  



University Interscholastic League Spelling 2018-2019  Regional Meet Part II 

Outside Word       
Time      Order   Word         Pronunciation           Definition 
Elapsed 

 1. agnathan (ăgʹnə-thən)  Lacking a lower jaw. 

x  2. benison* (bĕnʹĭ-zən, -sən)  A blessing; a benediction. 

 3. tumorigenic  (t¡´mər-ə-jĕnʹĭk, ty¡´)  Capable of causing tumors. 

1  
Minute 

 

4. prurigo (pr¢-rīʹ gō)  A chronic skin disease having various 
causes, marked by the eruption of 
pale, dome-shaped papules that itch 
severely. 

 5. Yukon Territory (y¡ʹkŏn´ tĕrʹĭ-tôr´ē)  A territory of northwest Canada east of 
Alaska.  

 6. licentious (lī-sĕnʹshəs)  Lacking moral discipline or ignoring 
legal restraint. 

 7. shanghaiing* (shăngʹhī´ĭng)  Kidnapping (a man) for compulsory 
service aboard a ship, especially 
after drugging him. 

Inducing or compelling (someone) to do 
something, especially by fraud or 
force. 

 
2 

Minutes 

8. agog (ə-gŏgʹ)  Full of keen anticipation or excitement; 
eager. 

 9. Tchaikovsky (chī-kôf´-skē) 
. 

 Russian composer of often dramatic, 
richly expressive works. 

 10. passe-partout (păs pär-to͞oʹ)  Something, such as a master key, that 
permits one to pass or go at will. 

 11. enfant terrible* (äN-fäN´ tĕ-rēʹblə)  One whose startlingly unconventional 
behavior, work, or ideas are a source 
of embarrassment or dismay to 
others. 

     3 
Minutes 12. worry beads (wûrʹē bēdz)  A string of beads for fingering in times of 

worry, boredom, or tension. 

 13. benignities (bĭ-nĭgʹnĭ-tēz)  Kindly or gracious acts. 

 14. camera lucida (kămʹ ər-ə l¡ʹsĭ-də)  An optical device that projects a virtual 
image of an object onto a plane 
surface, especially for tracing. 

 
 



 15. cui bono (kwēʹ bōʹnō)   Utility, advantage, or self-interest 
considered as the determinant of 
value or motivation. 

       4 
Minutes 16. minacious* (mĭ-nāʹshəs)  Of a menacing or threatening nature; 

minatory. 

 17. terpsichorean (tûrp´sĭ-kə-rēʹən, tûrp´sĭ-
kôrʹē-ən, -kōrʹ-)  

 Of or relating to dancing. 

 18. lascivious* (lə-sĭvʹē-əs)  1. Given to or expressing lust; 
lecherous. 

2. Exciting sexual desires; salacious. 

 19. dysteleology (dĭs-tĕl´ē-ŏlʹə-jē, -tē´lē-)   The doctrine of purposelessness in 
nature. 

5 
Minutes 20. mano a mano (mäʹnō ä mäʹnō)   A bullfight in which two rival matadors 

take turns fighting several bulls 
each. 

 21. demersal (dĭ-mûrʹsəl)  Dwelling at or near the bottom of a body 
of water. 

 22. chevelure (shəv-lürʹ)   A head of hair. 

 23. Archaeopteryx (är´kē-ŏpʹtər-ĭks)  The genus of an extinct, primitive bird of 
the Jurassic period. 

6 
Minutes 24. Eucharist (y¡ʹkər-ĭst)     A sacrament and the central act of 

worship in many Christian churches, 
which was instituted at the Last 
Supper and in which bread and wine 
are consecrated and consumed in 
remembrance of Jesus's death; 
Communion. 

 25. soutache (s¡-tăshʹ)  A narrow flat braid in a herringbone 
pattern, used for trimming and 
embroidery. 

  

 26. moussaka (m¡-säʹkə, m¡´sä-
käʹ) 

 A Greek dish consisting of layers of 
ground lamb or beef and sliced 
eggplant topped with a cheese sauce 
and baked. 

 27. epistolary (ĭ-pĭsʹtə-lĕr´ē)  Of or associated with letters or the 
writing of letters. 

 
 



7 
Minutes 28. paraph* (părʹəf, pə-răʹ)  A flourish made after or below a 

signature, originally to prevent 
forgery. 

 29. amphisbaena (ăm´fĭs-bēʹnə)  A serpent having a head at each end of 
its body. 

 30. soupçon (s¡p-sôNʹ, 
s¡pʹsŏn´)  

 A very small amount; a trace. 

 31. litterateur (lĭt´ər-ə-tûrʹ, lĭt´rə-)   One who is devoted to the study or 
writing of literature. 

    8 
Minutes 

32. aiguillette* (ā´gwə-lĕtʹ)  An ornamental cord worn on the 
shoulder of a military uniform. 

 33. warbling vireo (wôrʹblĭng vîrʹē-ō´)  A small vireo (Vireo gilvus) with a 
whitish breast, noted for its pleasant 
warble. 

 34. Cassiopeia (kăs´ē-ə-pēʹə)  A W-shaped constellation in the 
Northern Hemisphere between 
Andromeda and Cepheus. 

 35. bratwurst (brătʹwûrst´, -v¢rst´)  A small sausage of highly seasoned 
fresh pork, usually served fried. 

9 
Minutes 36. plasmapheresis (plăz´mə-fĕrʹĭ-sĭs, -fə-

rēʹ-)  
 A process in which plasma is taken from 

donated blood and the remaining 
components, mostly red blood cells, 
are returned to the donor. 

 37. nocent* (nōʹsənt)  Causing injury; harmful. 

 38. ravigote (ră-vē-gôtʹ)  A vinegar sauce seasoned with minced 
onion, capers, and herbs, used with 
boiled meats or fish. 

 39. minuscule   (mĭnʹə-sky¡l´, mĭ-
nῠsʹkyo͝ol´) 

 Very small; tiny. 

10 
Minutes 40. centripetal (sĕn-trĭpʹĭ-tl)  Moving or directed toward a center or 

axis. 

 41. peculate* (pĕkʹyə-lāt´) 
 

 To embezzle (funds) or engage in 
embezzlement. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 42. bubonic plague (b¡ -bŏnʹĭk, by¡ -  
plāg) 
 

 

 A contagious, often fatal epidemic 
disease caused by the bacterium 
Yersinia pestis, transmitted from 
person to person or by the bite of 
fleas from an infected host, 
especially a rat, and characterized by 
chills, fever, vomiting, diarrhea, and 
the formation of buboes. 

 43. tryptophan (trĭpʹtə-făn´)  An essential amino acid formed from 
proteins during the digestive process 
by the action of proteolytic enzymes. 

 44. psittacine (sĭtʹə-sīn´)   Relating to, resembling, or 
characteristic of parrots. 

 45. inter se (ĭn´tǝr sēʹ, sāʹ)  Between or among themselves. 

 46. zygomatic 
bone 

(zī´gə-mătʹĭk, zĭg´ə-  
bōn) 

 A small bone in vertebrates on each side 
of the face socket, forming the 
prominence of the cheek. Also 
called cheekbone. 

      12 
Minutes 47. harquebus* (härʹkə-bəs, -kwə-)   A heavy, portable matchlock gun 

invented during the 15th century. 
Also called hackbut. 

 48. communiqué (kə-my¡´nĭ-kāʹ, -
myo͝oʹnĭ-kā´)  

 An official announcement. 

      49. piña cloth (pēnʹyə klôth)  A soft, sheer fabric made from the fibers 
of pineapple leaves. 

 

 50. euryphagous (y¢-rĭfʹə-gəs)  Feeding on a wide variety of foods. 

13 
Minutes 51. Pompeii* (pŏm-pāʹ, -pāʹē)  An ancient city of southern Italy 

southeast of Naples. Founded in the 
sixth or early fifth century B.C., it 
was a Roman colony by 80 B.C. and 
became a prosperous port and resort 
with many noted villas, temples, 
theaters, and baths. Pompeii was 
destroyed by an eruption of Mount 
Vesuvius in A.D. 79. The incredibly 
well-preserved ruins were 
rediscovered in 1748 and have been 
extensively excavated. 

 
 

52. oenomel (ēʹnə-mĕl´)  An ancient Greek beverage consisting of 
wine and honey. 



 53. post-polio 
syndrome 

(pōst-pōʹlē-ō´ 
sĭnʹdrōm´) 

 A condition affecting poliomyelitis 
patients several decades after the 
initial attack, characterized by 
fatigue, muscular deterioration, pain 
in the joints, and respiratory 
problems. 

 54. chelate (kēʹlāt´)  Having a pincerlike claw. 

14 
Minutes 55. tessitura (tĕs´ĭ-t¢rʹə)  The prevailing range of a vocal or 

instrumental part, within which most 
of the tones lie. 

 56. charley horse* (chärʹlē hôrs)  A cramp or stiffness in a muscle, 
especially of the upper leg, caused 
by injury or excessive exertion. 

 57. in memoriam (ĭn´ mə-môrʹē-əm, -
mōrʹ-) 

 In memory of; as a memorial to. Used 
especially in epitaphs. 

 58. agrarian (ə-grârʹē-ən)   Relating to or concerning the land 
and its ownership, cultivation, and 
tenure. 

15 
Minutes 59. spaghetti 

Western 
(spə-gĕtʹē wĕsʹtərn)  A low-budget Western film made by a 

European, especially an Italian, film 
company. 

 60. balaclava (băl´ə kläʹvə)  A woolen hood almost completely 
covering the head and neck, worn by 
mountain climbers and skiers in cold 
climates. 

 61. Anaxagoras (ăn´ăk-săgʹər-əs)  Greek philosopher who correctly 
explained solar eclipses and believed 
matter to be composed of atoms. 

 62. quodlibet* (kwŏdʹlə-bĕt´)  1.  A theological or philosophical issue 
presented for formal argument or 
disputation. b. Formal disputation of 
such an issue. 

2. Music. A usually humorous medley. 

16 
Minutes 63. ailurophile (ī-l¢rʹə-fīl´, ā-lo͝orʹ)  One who loves cats. 

 64. balneal (bălʹnē-əl)  Of or relating to baths or bathing. 
 
 
 
 
 



 65. onchocerciasis (ŏng´kō-sər-kīʹə-sĭs)  A disease caused by infestation with 
filarial worms especially a disease of 
human beings caused by O. volvulus 
and characterized by nodular 
swellings on the skin and lesions of 
the eyes. Transmitted by black flies, 
the disease occurs in tropical regions 
of Africa and Central America. 

 66. farouche* (fä-r¡shʹ)  1. Fierce; wild. 
2.   Exhibiting withdrawn temperament 

and shyness coupled with an air of 
cranky, often sullen fey charm. 

17 
Minutes 67. diaphanous (dī-ăfʹə-nəs)  Of such fine texture as to be transparent 

or translucent. 

 68. izar 
 

(ĭ-zärʹ)  A long cotton outer garment, usually 
white, traditionally worn by Muslim 
women. 

 69. denouement 
 

(dā´n¡-mäNʹ)  The final resolution or clarification of a 
dramatic or narrative plot. 

 
 70.  cynosure* (sīʹnə-sh¢r´, sĭnʹə-)   An object that serves as a focal point of 

attention and admiration. 
 



University Interscholastic League Spelling 2018-2019 Regional Meet Part III Tiebreaker 
*Outside Word          
 

Time Order   Word Pronunciation    Definition   
Elapsed 

 1. Waziristan (wə-zîr´ĭ-stănʹ, -stänʹ)   A mountainous region of northwest 
Pakistan on the Afghanistan border, 

 2. Cro-Magnon (krō-măgʹnən, -
mănʹyən)  

 An early form of modern human 
being (Homo sapiens) inhabiting 
Europe in the late Paleolithic Era. 

 3. au jus* (ō zh¡sʹ, zhüʹ)   Served with the natural juices or 
gravy. 

 
1  

Minute 

4. gavel-to-gavel (găvʹəl-tə-găvʹəl)  Extending from the opening to the 
close, as of a political convention 

 5. uitlander (oitʹlăn´dər, ītʹ-)  An outlander; a foreigner. 

 6. olla podrida (ŏlʹə, ôʹyä pə-drēʹdə, 
pô-thrēʹthä)  

 A stew of highly seasoned meat and 
vegetables. 

 7. reliquiae (rĭ-lĭkʹwē-ē´)  Remains, as of fossil organisms. 

2 
Minutes 

8. subpoenaed* (sə-pēʹnəd)   Served or summoned with a writ 
requiring appearance in court to give 
testimony. 

 9. Müllerian 
mimicry 

(my¡-lîrʹē-ən, mə-, 
mĭ- mĭmʹĭ-krē) 

 A form of protective mimicry in 
which two or more distasteful or 
harmful species, especially of 
insects, closely resemble each other 
and are therefore avoided equally by 
all their natural predators. 

 10. tmesis (tmēʹsĭs, mēʹ-)   Separation of the parts of a 
compound word by one or more 
intervening words. 

 11. heptastich (hĕpʹtə-stĭk´)  A stanza or strophe consisting of 
seven lines. 

3 
Minutes 

12. ziggurat (zĭgʹə-răt´)  A temple tower of the ancient 
Assyrians and Babylonians, having 
the form of a terraced pyramid of 
successively receding stories.  

 13. monticule* (mŏnʹtĭ-ky¡l´)  A minor cone of a volcano. 

 14. de rigueur (də rē-gœrʹ)   Required by the current fashion or 
custom; socially obligatory. 



 15. sugarcoat (sh¢gʹər-kōt´)  To cause to seem more appealing or 
pleasant. 

4 
Minu
tes 

 

16. materfamilias (mā´tər-fə-mĭlʹē-əs)  A woman who is the head of a 
household or the mother of a family. 

 17. paronychia (păr´ə-nĭkʹē-ə)  Inflammation of the tissue 
surrounding a nail. 

 18. Versailles* (vər-sīʹ, vĕr-)  A city of north-central France west-
southwest of Paris. It is best known 
for its magnificent palace, built by 
Louis XIV in the mid-17th century, 
where the treaty ending World War I 
was signed in 1919.  

 
 

19. Bessarabia (bĕs´ə-rāʹbē-ə)  A region of Moldavia and western 
Ukraine. As the gateway from Russia 
into the Danube River valley, it was 
for centuries an invasion route from 
Asia to Europe.  

5 
Minutes 20. contumelious (kŏn´tə-mēʹlē-əs)  Showing rudeness or contempt arising 

from arrogance; insolence. 
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1MFBTF�NBSL�UIF�TQFMMJOH�XPSET�JO�RVFTUJPO�PO�ZPVS�DPQZ�PG�UIF�UFTU�MJTU��

8IFO�BMM�XPSET�IBWF�CFFO�QSPOPVODFE
�UIF�QSPOPVODFS�BOE�WFSJGJFST�TIBMM�WFSJGZ�BOZ�XPSE�
RVFTUJPOFE��:PV�BOE�UIF�QSPOPVODFS�XJMM�NFFU�PVUTJEF�UIF�DPOUFTU�SPPN�UP�OPUF�BOZ�VODMFBS�
XPSET�PS�EFGJOJUJPOT��5IPTF�XPSET�TIBMM�UIFO�CF�SF�QSPOPVODFE�CZ�UIF�QSPOPVODFS��

5IBOL�ZPV�BHBJO�GPS�ZPVS�UJNF�BOE�FGGPSU��8F�BQQSFDJBUF�ZPVS�XJMMJOHOFTT�UP�BTTJTU�JO�UIF�6*-�
4QFMMJOH�BOE�7PDBCVMBSZ�$POUFTU�
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Outside Word       
Time      Order   Word         Pronunciation           Definition 
Elapsed 

 1. agnathan (ăgʹnə-thən)  Lacking a lower jaw. 

x  2. benison* (bĕnʹĭ-zən, -sən)  A blessing; a benediction. 

 3. tumorigenic  (t¡´mər-ə-jĕnʹĭk, ty¡´)  Capable of causing tumors. 

1  
Minute 

 

4. prurigo (pr¢-rīʹ gō)  A chronic skin disease having various 
causes, marked by the eruption of 
pale, dome-shaped papules that itch 
severely. 

 5. Yukon Territory (y¡ʹkŏn´ tĕrʹĭ-tôr´ē)  A territory of northwest Canada east of 
Alaska.  

 6. licentious (lī-sĕnʹshəs)  Lacking moral discipline or ignoring 
legal restraint. 

 7. shanghaiing* (shăngʹhī´ĭng)  Kidnapping (a man) for compulsory 
service aboard a ship, especially 
after drugging him. 

Inducing or compelling (someone) to do 
something, especially by fraud or 
force. 

 
2 

Minutes 

8. agog (ə-gŏgʹ)  Full of keen anticipation or excitement; 
eager. 

 9. Tchaikovsky (chī-kôf´-skē) 
. 

 Russian composer of often dramatic, 
richly expressive works. 

 10. passe-partout (păs pär-to͞oʹ)  Something, such as a master key, that 
permits one to pass or go at will. 

 11. enfant terrible* (äN-fäN´ tĕ-rēʹblə)  One whose startlingly unconventional 
behavior, work, or ideas are a source 
of embarrassment or dismay to 
others. 

     3 
Minutes 12. worry beads (wûrʹē bēdz)  A string of beads for fingering in times of 

worry, boredom, or tension. 

 13. benignities (bĭ-nĭgʹnĭ-tēz)  Kindly or gracious acts. 

 14. camera lucida (kămʹ ər-ə l¡ʹsĭ-də)  An optical device that projects a virtual 
image of an object onto a plane 
surface, especially for tracing. 

 
 



 15. cui bono (kwēʹ bōʹnō)   Utility, advantage, or self-interest 
considered as the determinant of 
value or motivation. 

       4 
Minutes 16. minacious* (mĭ-nāʹshəs)  Of a menacing or threatening nature; 

minatory. 

 17. terpsichorean (tûrp´sĭ-kə-rēʹən, tûrp´sĭ-
kôrʹē-ən, -kōrʹ-)  

 Of or relating to dancing. 

 18. lascivious* (lə-sĭvʹē-əs)  1. Given to or expressing lust; 
lecherous. 

2. Exciting sexual desires; salacious. 

 19. dysteleology (dĭs-tĕl´ē-ŏlʹə-jē, -tē´lē-)   The doctrine of purposelessness in 
nature. 

5 
Minutes 20. mano a mano (mäʹnō ä mäʹnō)   A bullfight in which two rival matadors 

take turns fighting several bulls 
each. 

 21. demersal (dĭ-mûrʹsəl)  Dwelling at or near the bottom of a body 
of water. 

 22. chevelure (shəv-lürʹ)   A head of hair. 

 23. Archaeopteryx (är´kē-ŏpʹtər-ĭks)  The genus of an extinct, primitive bird of 
the Jurassic period. 

6 
Minutes 24. Eucharist (y¡ʹkər-ĭst)     A sacrament and the central act of 

worship in many Christian churches, 
which was instituted at the Last 
Supper and in which bread and wine 
are consecrated and consumed in 
remembrance of Jesus's death; 
Communion. 

 25. soutache (s¡-tăshʹ)  A narrow flat braid in a herringbone 
pattern, used for trimming and 
embroidery. 

  

 26. moussaka (m¡-säʹkə, m¡´sä-
käʹ) 

 A Greek dish consisting of layers of 
ground lamb or beef and sliced 
eggplant topped with a cheese sauce 
and baked. 

 27. epistolary (ĭ-pĭsʹtə-lĕr´ē)  Of or associated with letters or the 
writing of letters. 

 
 



7 
Minutes 28. paraph* (părʹəf, pə-răʹ)  A flourish made after or below a 

signature, originally to prevent 
forgery. 

 29. amphisbaena (ăm´fĭs-bēʹnə)  A serpent having a head at each end of 
its body. 

 30. soupçon (s¡p-sôNʹ, 
s¡pʹsŏn´)  

 A very small amount; a trace. 

 31. litterateur (lĭt´ər-ə-tûrʹ, lĭt´rə-)   One who is devoted to the study or 
writing of literature. 

    8 
Minutes 

32. aiguillette* (ā´gwə-lĕtʹ)  An ornamental cord worn on the 
shoulder of a military uniform. 

 33. warbling vireo (wôrʹblĭng vîrʹē-ō´)  A small vireo (Vireo gilvus) with a 
whitish breast, noted for its pleasant 
warble. 

 34. Cassiopeia (kăs´ē-ə-pēʹə)  A W-shaped constellation in the 
Northern Hemisphere between 
Andromeda and Cepheus. 

 35. bratwurst (brătʹwûrst´, -v¢rst´)  A small sausage of highly seasoned 
fresh pork, usually served fried. 

9 
Minutes 36. plasmapheresis (plăz´mə-fĕrʹĭ-sĭs, -fə-

rēʹ-)  
 A process in which plasma is taken from 

donated blood and the remaining 
components, mostly red blood cells, 
are returned to the donor. 

 37. nocent* (nōʹsənt)  Causing injury; harmful. 

 38. ravigote (ră-vē-gôtʹ)  A vinegar sauce seasoned with minced 
onion, capers, and herbs, used with 
boiled meats or fish. 

 39. minuscule   (mĭnʹə-sky¡l´, mĭ-
nῠsʹkyo͝ol´) 

 Very small; tiny. 

10 
Minutes 40. centripetal (sĕn-trĭpʹĭ-tl)  Moving or directed toward a center or 

axis. 

 41. peculate* (pĕkʹyə-lāt´) 
 

 To embezzle (funds) or engage in 
embezzlement. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 42. bubonic plague (b¡ -bŏnʹĭk, by¡ -  
plāg) 
 

 

 A contagious, often fatal epidemic 
disease caused by the bacterium 
Yersinia pestis, transmitted from 
person to person or by the bite of 
fleas from an infected host, 
especially a rat, and characterized by 
chills, fever, vomiting, diarrhea, and 
the formation of buboes. 

 43. tryptophan (trĭpʹtə-făn´)  An essential amino acid formed from 
proteins during the digestive process 
by the action of proteolytic enzymes. 

 44. psittacine (sĭtʹə-sīn´)   Relating to, resembling, or 
characteristic of parrots. 

 45. inter se (ĭn´tǝr sēʹ, sāʹ)  Between or among themselves. 

 46. zygomatic 
bone 

(zī´gə-mătʹĭk, zĭg´ə-  
bōn) 

 A small bone in vertebrates on each side 
of the face socket, forming the 
prominence of the cheek. Also 
called cheekbone. 

      12 
Minutes 47. harquebus* (härʹkə-bəs, -kwə-)   A heavy, portable matchlock gun 

invented during the 15th century. 
Also called hackbut. 

 48. communiqué (kə-my¡´nĭ-kāʹ, -
myo͝oʹnĭ-kā´)  

 An official announcement. 

      49. piña cloth (pēnʹyə klôth)  A soft, sheer fabric made from the fibers 
of pineapple leaves. 

 

 50. euryphagous (y¢-rĭfʹə-gəs)  Feeding on a wide variety of foods. 

13 
Minutes 51. Pompeii* (pŏm-pāʹ, -pāʹē)  An ancient city of southern Italy 

southeast of Naples. Founded in the 
sixth or early fifth century B.C., it 
was a Roman colony by 80 B.C. and 
became a prosperous port and resort 
with many noted villas, temples, 
theaters, and baths. Pompeii was 
destroyed by an eruption of Mount 
Vesuvius in A.D. 79. The incredibly 
well-preserved ruins were 
rediscovered in 1748 and have been 
extensively excavated. 

 
 

52. oenomel (ēʹnə-mĕl´)  An ancient Greek beverage consisting of 
wine and honey. 



 53. post-polio 
syndrome 

(pōst-pōʹlē-ō´ 
sĭnʹdrōm´) 

 A condition affecting poliomyelitis 
patients several decades after the 
initial attack, characterized by 
fatigue, muscular deterioration, pain 
in the joints, and respiratory 
problems. 

 54. chelate (kēʹlāt´)  Having a pincerlike claw. 

14 
Minutes 55. tessitura (tĕs´ĭ-t¢rʹə)  The prevailing range of a vocal or 

instrumental part, within which most 
of the tones lie. 

 56. charley horse* (chärʹlē hôrs)  A cramp or stiffness in a muscle, 
especially of the upper leg, caused 
by injury or excessive exertion. 

 57. in memoriam (ĭn´ mə-môrʹē-əm, -
mōrʹ-) 

 In memory of; as a memorial to. Used 
especially in epitaphs. 

 58. agrarian (ə-grârʹē-ən)   Relating to or concerning the land 
and its ownership, cultivation, and 
tenure. 

15 
Minutes 59. spaghetti 

Western 
(spə-gĕtʹē wĕsʹtərn)  A low-budget Western film made by a 

European, especially an Italian, film 
company. 

 60. balaclava (băl´ə kläʹvə)  A woolen hood almost completely 
covering the head and neck, worn by 
mountain climbers and skiers in cold 
climates. 

 61. Anaxagoras (ăn´ăk-săgʹər-əs)  Greek philosopher who correctly 
explained solar eclipses and believed 
matter to be composed of atoms. 

 62. quodlibet* (kwŏdʹlə-bĕt´)  1.  A theological or philosophical issue 
presented for formal argument or 
disputation. b. Formal disputation of 
such an issue. 

2. Music. A usually humorous medley. 

16 
Minutes 63. ailurophile (ī-l¢rʹə-fīl´, ā-lo͝orʹ)  One who loves cats. 

 64. balneal (bălʹnē-əl)  Of or relating to baths or bathing. 
 
 
 
 
 



 65. onchocerciasis (ŏng´kō-sər-kīʹə-sĭs)  A disease caused by infestation with 
filarial worms especially a disease of 
human beings caused by O. volvulus 
and characterized by nodular 
swellings on the skin and lesions of 
the eyes. Transmitted by black flies, 
the disease occurs in tropical regions 
of Africa and Central America. 

 66. farouche* (fä-r¡shʹ)  1. Fierce; wild. 
2.   Exhibiting withdrawn temperament 

and shyness coupled with an air of 
cranky, often sullen fey charm. 

17 
Minutes 67. diaphanous (dī-ăfʹə-nəs)  Of such fine texture as to be transparent 

or translucent. 

 68. izar 
 

(ĭ-zärʹ)  A long cotton outer garment, usually 
white, traditionally worn by Muslim 
women. 

 69. denouement 
 

(dā´n¡-mäNʹ)  The final resolution or clarification of a 
dramatic or narrative plot. 

 
 70.  cynosure* (sīʹnə-sh¢r´, sĭnʹə-)   An object that serves as a focal point of 

attention and admiration. 
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Elapsed 

 1. Waziristan (wə-zîr´ĭ-stănʹ, -stänʹ)   A mountainous region of northwest 
Pakistan on the Afghanistan border, 

 2. Cro-Magnon (krō-măgʹnən, -
mănʹyən)  

 An early form of modern human 
being (Homo sapiens) inhabiting 
Europe in the late Paleolithic Era. 

 3. au jus* (ō zh¡sʹ, zhüʹ)   Served with the natural juices or 
gravy. 

 
1  

Minute 

4. gavel-to-gavel (găvʹəl-tə-găvʹəl)  Extending from the opening to the 
close, as of a political convention 

 5. uitlander (oitʹlăn´dər, ītʹ-)  An outlander; a foreigner. 

 6. olla podrida (ŏlʹə, ôʹyä pə-drēʹdə, 
pô-thrēʹthä)  

 A stew of highly seasoned meat and 
vegetables. 

 7. reliquiae (rĭ-lĭkʹwē-ē´)  Remains, as of fossil organisms. 

2 
Minutes 

8. subpoenaed* (sə-pēʹnəd)   Served or summoned with a writ 
requiring appearance in court to give 
testimony. 

 9. Müllerian 
mimicry 

(my¡-lîrʹē-ən, mə-, 
mĭ- mĭmʹĭ-krē) 

 A form of protective mimicry in 
which two or more distasteful or 
harmful species, especially of 
insects, closely resemble each other 
and are therefore avoided equally by 
all their natural predators. 

 10. tmesis (tmēʹsĭs, mēʹ-)   Separation of the parts of a 
compound word by one or more 
intervening words. 

 11. heptastich (hĕpʹtə-stĭk´)  A stanza or strophe consisting of 
seven lines. 

3 
Minutes 

12. ziggurat (zĭgʹə-răt´)  A temple tower of the ancient 
Assyrians and Babylonians, having 
the form of a terraced pyramid of 
successively receding stories.  

 13. monticule* (mŏnʹtĭ-ky¡l´)  A minor cone of a volcano. 

 14. de rigueur (də rē-gœrʹ)   Required by the current fashion or 
custom; socially obligatory. 



 15. sugarcoat (sh¢gʹər-kōt´)  To cause to seem more appealing or 
pleasant. 

4 
Minu
tes 

 

16. materfamilias (mā´tər-fə-mĭlʹē-əs)  A woman who is the head of a 
household or the mother of a family. 

 17. paronychia (păr´ə-nĭkʹē-ə)  Inflammation of the tissue 
surrounding a nail. 

 18. Versailles* (vər-sīʹ, vĕr-)  A city of north-central France west-
southwest of Paris. It is best known 
for its magnificent palace, built by 
Louis XIV in the mid-17th century, 
where the treaty ending World War I 
was signed in 1919.  

 
 

19. Bessarabia (bĕs´ə-rāʹbē-ə)  A region of Moldavia and western 
Ukraine. As the gateway from Russia 
into the Danube River valley, it was 
for centuries an invasion route from 
Asia to Europe.  

5 
Minutes 20. contumelious (kŏn´tə-mēʹlē-əs)  Showing rudeness or contempt arising 

from arrogance; insolence. 
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ABOUT THE PRONOUNCER’S PACKET 
 

To: Meet Director & Spelling Contest Director 
 
The Pronouncer’s Packet should be given to the pronouncer of your contest at least 48 hours 

before the contest. 

 

The packet includes pronouncer’s instructions, the word list and a CD.  The CD is a 

pronunciation model for the pronounced parts of the contest (Part II and Part III).  This model is 

NOT to be used to administer the test. It is to be used by the pronouncer only to become 

familiar with the words before the contest.  

 

It is the responsibility of the contest director and the pronouncer to see that this list and CD 

remain confidential.  

 

For clarity’s sake, you should place at least two adult verifiers around the contest room.  These 

verifiers should be given a copy of the test list (marked “Verifier’s Copy”) located in the 

Spelling Packet.  These should remain in the contest director’s possession until immediately 

before the contest.  

 

If a verifier cannot hear a word or if a definition is unclear, the verifiers should be instructed to 

circle that word on their copy. After all the spelling words are pronounced for both Parts II and 

III, the verifiers will meet with the pronouncer outside the contest room and ask that words noted 

be repronounced. This procedure should ensure clarity and consistency for all the contestants.  
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PRONOUNCER 
INSTRUCTIONS

Thank you for accepting this important job in the UIL Spelling/Vocabulary Contest. The contestants 
are relying on your abilities to pronounce and pace the spelling words in this contest. Your role as 
pronouncer is one of the most demanding jobs in the UIL academic program, and you are to be 
commended for offering your talents to Texas high school students.

You should receive the pronouncer’s packet and review the Pronouncer’s List no less than 48 hours 
before the contest. The Contest Director should also provide you with the CD Pronunciation Model, 
which demonstrates the pronunciation of all the words on this test. It is the responsibility of the 
contest director and the pronouncer to see that this list and CD remain confidential. The CD is NOT 
to be used to administer the test. It is to be used by you to become familiar with the words before 
the contest. Follow along on the list with the CD to assist you with pronunciations of the words. 
During the contest, you should pronounce the test words using the Pronouncer’s List. By reviewing 
the list before the contest, you will become familiar with the words and their pronunciations and be 
able to anticipate any words that may require special attention.

The authority for all words is The American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language, third 
(1992), fourth (2000) or fifth (2011) edition, by Houghton Mifflin Company. Please refer to the 
pronunciation symbols inside the dictionary for the proper interpretation of the diacritical marks 
on your list. When two acceptable pronunciations of a word are offered, you must give both 
pronunciations, but each pronunciation may be given only twice.

Up to 20 percent of the words on the tests are “outside words”, those not included in this year’s UIL 
Word Power, and they are noted on the Pronouncer’s Copy with an asterisk. Please define not only 
the outside words, but read the definitions to ALL words on the Pronouncer’s List.

To time the test properly, watch the numbers in the far left column of the list and the minute hand 
of a clock or stop watch. Numerals to the far left of the word on the test list indicate minutes. The 
words are pronounced at the rate of four words per minutes (one every fifteen seconds), but you 
may add extra time for those occasions when definitions given are very long.

The Tiebreaker (Part III) is to be given to all contestants immediately following Part II of the regular 
contest. No break will be given between Part II and the Tiebreaker.

For clarity’s sake, the director should have placed two adult verifiers around the contest room. 
These verifiers have a copy of your test list. If they cannot hear a word or if a definition is unclear, 
the verifiers will circle that word on their copy. After all the spelling words from both Parts II 
and III are pronounced, the verifiers will meet with you outside the contest room and ask you to 
repronounce the words they noted. This procedure should ensure clarity and consistency for all the 
contestants.

Please remain at the contest site during the grading and verification period in the event any 
questions or protests are raised.


