
BEFORE WE GET STARTED

Attendance Online Handouts Session Evaluations

Remember to register your attendance and 
complete session evaluations.

Session numbers are in your program. 



Writing 
Legislation 
Representatives 
Want to Talk 
About 

UIL SAC TJC 2022



About Your Presenter

Emily Sowell
Shelbyville High School 

15 year coach of cross-examination debate, L.D. debate, and 
extemporaneous speaking
2022-  coach of 3rd, 4th place state winners, and best presiding 
officer 



What is U.I.L. Congress?
Congress is an individual contest in a large 
group setting. It models the legislative process of 
democracy, specifically, the United States 
Congress. Within this mock legislative assembly 
competition, contestants draft legislation 
(proposed laws and position statements) 
submitted to the tournament, and they research 
the docket of bills and resolutions dealing with 
real-world  social and political policies prior to 
the contest to prepare their speeches. At the 
tournament, students caucus in committees, 
deliver formal discourse on the merits and 
disadvantages of each piece of legislation, and 
vote to pass or defeat the measures they have 
examined. Parliamentary procedure forms 
structure for the discourse, and students 
extemporaneously respond to others’ 
arguments over the course of a session.

https://www.uiltexas.org/speech/congress



Why Write Legislation?

● Legislation is not required
● Gives you an advantage in being 

able to speak
● Makes the contest personal (you are 

able to select the topic)



Do’s and Don'ts

● Do focus on quality over 
quantity

● Do make sure it is federal in 
nature

● Do remember to proofread
● Do follow UIL’s templates 

and submit in Word
● Do keep your legislation to 

one page
● Do look at actual proposed 

legislation in real congress 
(don’t use something that has 
already passed) 

● Don’t plagiarize
● Don’t suggest legislation 

that can’t be debated on 
both sides 

● Don’t write legislation 
that can’t be enacted by 
the USFG 

● Don’t forget you can 
write different legislation 
for state if your qualifiers 
so chose 



Tip: Brainstorm 5 points for affirmation and negation 
to test debatability 



Don’t forget to keep the judge and 
students interested 

Know the difference between a bill and 
a resolution 





Out of date 
(for example only)





Out of date 
(for example only)



Your turn
In  small groups, write a piece of legislation (bill or 
resolution) for a problem at the high school level. 
(Remember your real school legislation must be federal 
action. This is just for practice on completing the template.)

Don’t forget to try the 5 point test (5 points to pass, and 5 
points in favor of the legislation to fail) 



For reference

https://www.uiltexas.org/speech/congress

https://www.congress.gov/ 

https://www.uiltexas.org/speech/congress
https://www.congress.gov/

