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• President Trump is actively increasing the number of arms 
contracts offered and authorized by the United States. …

• [Do] arms sales make us safer and strengthen our 
economy, or create blowback which increases terrorism or 
fuels conflicts in a variety of regions across the globe[?] 

• Aff: Restrict arms sales to authoritarian states, 
restrict sales to Taiwan (provokes China), to Qatar 
which may pass to terrorists…

• Neg.:  hurt alliances, cut weapons interoperability, 
hurt economy, foreign firms gain arms sales.

https://www.newsweek.com/europe-limit-us-
saudi-weapons-sales-went-isis-1215758

• ISIS's rapid takeover…was assisted by U.S. weapons looted 
from government forces in Iraq and from Syrian fighters… a 
report…accused the U.S. and Saudi Arabia of intentionally 
violating EU rules by purchasing "large numbers" of 
European arms and ammunition and then quietly diverting 
them to nonstate actors in Syria without telling the suppliers.

• …sales …through deals between Eastern European 
members of the EU, as well as the U.S. and Saudi 
Arabia… the 2017 report found.



https://www.newsweek.com/europe-limit-us-
saudi-weapons-sales-went-isis-1215758

• [continued] Saudi Arabia, which has drawn criticism for 
alleged war crimes committed amid the Yemen civil war it 
leads against … the Houthis, is also the top U.S. 
weapons export partner. 

• Beyond Saudi Arabia, the Stockholm International Peace 
Research Institute found last year that 49 percent of U.S. 
arms sales abroad went toward the Middle East, where 
the Pentagon has been involved in numerous military 
operations under the umbrella of counterterrorism.

https://blog.independent.org/2019/07/03/congress-should-
nix-arms-sales-to-saudi-arabia-and-united-arab-emirates/

Congress is mounting resistance to the 
administration’s declaration of an emergency 
to get around required congressional 
approval for $8 billion in arms sales to Saudi 
Arabia and the United Arab Emirates (UAE). 
In its notification to bypass the Arms Export 
Control Act’s normal requirement for a 30-
day congressional review period for a sale, 
the administration cited another questionable 
emergency to expedite the export—that of 
Iran’s behavior in the Middle East. 
The administration needs some opposition  
to this excessive use of “emergencies” to get 
what it wants.

https://blog.independent.org/2019/07/03/congress-should-nix-arms-
sales-to-saudi-arabia-and-united-arab-emirates/

To begin with any such presidentially declared emergency,  
or law allowing it, is constitutionally suspect. 

The framers of the Constitution, concerned about tyranny by the 
central government or a rogue executive, provided for no such 
emergency proviso in the document. 

In fact, the only “emergency” power provided in the Constitution is 
listed in Article II–which enumerates congressional powers, not 
executive ones—and concerns the suspension of habeas corpus 
(the right of people to challenge their detention by the government 
in court) during the extreme cases of an invasion or insurrection. 
The last thing the framers would have wanted was a muscular 
executive declaring numerous emergencies, especially to 
circumvent Congress on mundane things like a border wall,  
import tariffs, and arms sales to foreign countries. 

https://www.forbes.com/sites/williamhartung/
2019/07/30/economics-shouldnt-determine-

us-saudi-arms-sales/#7a46dc9339f2

• Yesterday…the Senate 
failed to override President 
Trump’s vetoes of three 
resolutions that would 
have blocked U.S. arms 
sales to Saudi Arabia…

• 90 per cent of the value 
of the trade of U.S. arms 
offers to Saudi Arabia 
since 2009 involved deals 
with just four companies: 
Raytheon, Lockheed 
Martin, Boeing, and 
General Dynamics.  



Arms Sales, Economics, 
and U.S. Foreign Policy

49 percent of U.S. 
arms sales abroad 
went toward the 

Middle East, where 
the Pentagon has been 
involved in numerous 
military operations

• What are U.S. military or defense goals in 
the Middle East? Why so many military bases 
and so much U.S. arms sales (nearly 50%)?

• U.S. involvement in the Middle East has long 
had goal of securing oil exports to U.S., once 
considered key to U.S. economy.

• But those days are past. Now most Middle 
East oil is shipped to Asia.

• Texas oil and gas production and exports 
have surged.

 11https://catalyst.independent.org/2019/05/18/is-
energy-independence-a-worthy-goal/

Say “energy 
independence” to most 
people, and they will 
agree that it is a 
worthy and laudable 
policy goal. The right 
wants to wean us off 
of foreign oil. The left 
wants to wean us off 
of oil, period. Both 
seem to think it’s a 
bad thing that we buy 
oil or other fuels from 
foreign countries.
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https://www.worldpoliticsreview.com/
insights/27262/questioning-the-reasons-
for-u-s-involvement-in-the-middle-east
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https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-arms-sales/
saudi-deals-boosted-us-arms-sales-to-record-66-3-

billion-in-2011-idUSBRE87Q0V220120827

•WASHINGTON (Reuters) - Weapons sales by 
the United States tripled in 2011 to a record 
high, pumped up by $33.4 billion in sales to 
Saudi Arabia, but the international arms market 
is not likely to continue growing, according to a 
comprehensive new congressional report.
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 Arms exports by    
  country in 2018

10. Italy – $611m
9. Israel – $707m
8. UK – $741m
7. China – $1.04bn
6. South Korea–$1.08bn
5. Spain – $1.18bn
4. Germany – $1.27bn
3. France– $1.76bn
2. Russia – $6.4bn
1. USA – $10.5bn

•The world’s ten biggest arms exporting 
countries made armament transfers 
worth more than $25bn in 2018.

https://www.army-
technology.com/
features/arms-

exports-by-country/

• The Forum on the Arms Trade is a network of civil 
society experts and a point of contact for 
strengthening public efforts to address the 
humanitarian, economic and other implications of 
arms transfers, security assistance, and weapons use.

• Forum-listed experts are located around the world 
and work on diverse topics including human rights, 
development, arms control, humanitarian 
disarmament, cybersecurity, arms and the 
environment, anti-corruption, and related fields.

https://www.forumarmstrade.org/

https://www.forumarmstrade.org/hspolicydebate.html



https://
foreignpolicy.com/
2017/06/09/the-
thucydides-trap/

https://bigthink.com/mike-colagrossi/thucydides-trap-
historical-conflicts-of-nation-states

North Korea and Iran
• Is North Korea ballistic missile threat 

offensive or defensive?

• Lesson from Iraq, Libya, Syria?

•  -- have nuclear weapons or get invaded.

• Iran’s push for nuclear capability

• U.S. drone strikes as preventive strike? 
(Attack potential enemy first…)

• Regime change to protect human rights?

Dwight 
Eisenhower’s 

Farewell Address: 
look at twentieth 
century wars and 
vast armaments 

industry.

Preventive war 
claim: Invasion of 

Iraq

After 9/11 in Tehran
On the evening of September 11, 
2001, about two hundred young 
people gathered in Madar Square, 
on the north side of Tehran, in a 
spontaneous candlelight vigil to 
express sympathy and support for 
the United States. 

A second vigil, the next night, was 
attacked by the basij, a volunteer 
force of religious vigilantes, and then 
dispersed by the police.



Preventive Warfare for...
• Another justification beyond self-defense?

• If life and liberty are natural rights all 
possess, do we have obligation to protect 
the life and liberty of others? 

• In North Korea and Venezuela, for 
example...

• John Quincy Adams July 4th speech:

Wherever the standard of 
freedom and independence 
has been or shall be 
unfurled, there will her 
heart, her benedictions and 
her prayers be. But 
[America] goes not abroad 
in search of monsters to 
destroy. She is the well-
wisher to the freedom and 
independence of all. She is 
the champion and vindicator 
only of her own. 

She has, in the lapse of nearly half a 
century, without a single exception, 
respected the independence of other 
nations, while asserting and 
maintaining her own. She has 
abstained from interference in the 
concerns of others, even when the 
conflict has been for principles to 
which [32] she clings, as to the last 
vital drop that visits the heart. ...

She will recommend the 
general cause, by the 
countenance of her voice, and 
the benignant sympathy of her 
example. She well knows that 
by once enlisting under other 
banners than her own, were 
they even the banners of 
foreign independence, she 
would involve herself, beyond 
the power of extrication, in all 
the wars of interest and 
intrigue, of individual avarice, 
envy, and ambition, which as- 
sume the colors and usurp the 
standard of freedom.

The fundamental  
maxims of her  
policy would  
insensibly change from liberty to 
force. The frontlet upon her brows 
would no longer beam with the 
ineffable splendor of freedom and 
independence; but in its stead 
would soon be substituted an 
imperial diadem, flashing in false 
and tarnished lustre the murky 
radiance of dominion and power. 
She might become the dictatress of 
the world: she would be no longer 
the ruler of her own spirit. 



http://oll.libertyfund.org


