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Resolved: Amateur status ought to be 
valued above commodification of 

Name Image Likeness (Texas UIL LD) 

Advanced LD Debate:  
The Economics and Values of 
Amateur Status in Sports.  
Amateur sports continue to become 
more professional with soaring Name 
Image Likeness income opportunities. 
This session will analyze the UIL Fall 
LD Debate resolution and important 
research surrounding the topic area. 
Greg Rehmke, Economic Thinking. 
Eng/Phil 164 
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The National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) is a “non-profit” organization which 
regulates the conduct of student-athletes, coaches, staff, administrators and other interested 
parties involved with more than 1,000 North American colleges and 100 conferences. …  
The NCAA obsessed over the idea of amateurism (i.e. that student athletes representing 
member schools were not professionals and therefore could not be financially compensated), 
arguing before the Supreme Court that people would no longer watch college sports if the 
athletes were permitted to be compensated.  
For decades, the NCAA was content to only compensate student-athletes with college tuition 
and later cost of living expenses, while coaches’, administrators’ and NCAA coffers grew fat 
from billion-dollar broadcast deals…. 
In 2009, former UCLA basketball star Ed O’Bannon filed a federal lawsuit against the NCAA, 
arguing that Division I men’s basketball and football players should be compensated for the 
commercial use of their name, image and likeness (NIL) in mediums like the NCAA Basketball 
and NCAA Football video game franchises. 
In 2015, the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals ruled in favor of O’Bannon, finding that these NCAA 
amateurism rules violated the Sherman Antitrust Act. … O’Bannon received a settlement from 
the video game manufacturer. 

www.fredlaw.com/news__media/maximizing-your-worth-in-amateur-athletics/

https://www.ncaa.org/about/resources/media-center/ncaa-101/what-ncaa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NCAA_v._Board_of_Regents_of_the_University_of_Oklahoma
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NCAA_v._Board_of_Regents_of_the_University_of_Oklahoma
https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/20pdf/20-512_gfbh.pdf
https://www.si.com/college/2016/10/03/ed-obannon-ncaa-lawsuit-supreme-court
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Karissa Niehoff, Executive Director of the National Federation of High 
School Associations (NFHS), used many of the same talking points that the 
NCAA’s leadership used for decades in defending the organization’s 
decision not to support a student-athlete owning their NIL rights.  
She argued that high schoolers are not adults, that they would be distracted 
from the best next step for them if they engaged in NIL work, and that 
student-athletes should not be making money while wearing their uniforms.  
Niehoff believes that high school students engaging in NIL contracts could 
compromise regulations and bylaws that were passed by 51 state 
associations preventing high school athletes from being paid.  
On the NFHS website, Niehoff emphatically wrote: “Current high school 
student-athletes CANNOT earn money as a result of their connection to their 
high school team.”
www.fredlaw.com/news__media/maximizing-your-worth-in-amateur-athletics/
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• Not just sports and athletes for 
money debates: natural resource 
extraction and environmental 
protection. Value for wealth 
extraction, or for wilderness?

• Value of sports for wealth 
extraction, or for enjoyment/
entertainment/personal 
development?
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Environmental Protection & 
Natural Resource Extraction

Gregory F. Rehmke
grehmke@gmail.com • EconomicThinking.org

6www.uiltexas.org/academics/student-acivities/uta-2021 

mailto:grehmke@gmail.com


Natural Resource and 
Environmental Values

•Environmental protection

•Natural resource extraction

•When in conflict

•Take precedence
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Coal mining, oil  
and gas drilling, 

hydraulic fracturing. 
Lithium, cobalt 

mining for batteries

www.uiltexas.org/academics/student-acivities/uta-2021 



Amateur status ought to be 
valued above commodification…

• Amateur status

• commodification extraction

• Valued above…

• Natural rights vs. utilitarianism
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“Mining” value 
of Name Image 

Likeness  
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9beverlyhillscourier.com/2020/11/23/final-work-finishing-on-bhusd-oil-well-project/

• For years, the energy company, Venoco Inc. 
operated under a $1.1 million annual lease  
with the Beverly Hills Unified School District 
(BHUSD) and the City, for the extraction of 
roughly 300 barrels worth of oil a day. 

• The lease stated that the responsibility of 
cleaning up the site fell to Venoco. However,  
after ceasing all oil and gas extraction from  
the site on Dec. 31, 2016, the company filed  
for bankruptcy in April of 2017, informing the 
District and City…of vacating the premises. 

• After a bankruptcy judge ruled that Venoco  
had no further responsibilities related to the oil 
sites, the City and BHUSD were tasked with the 
monitoring and plugging of the remaining wells.



• The National Audubon Society's Paul J.  
Rainey Sanctuary, a 26,000-acre rest stop for 
thousands of birds migrating south for winter, 
is one of Louisiana's best-kept wetlands.

• …Audubon is considering a measure that 
would have been unthinkable just a few years 
ago: opening the sanctuary to oil and gas 
drilling. Profits would be used to pay for marsh 
restoration, multimillion-dollar land-building 
projects that Audubon cannot now afford.

10www.nola.com/news/business/article_019e3b9f-aab0-50c1-bb1c-5763fb672b1c.html

When in conflict



• Yet since the early 1950s, 37 wells have 
pumped natural gas (and a small amount of 
oil) at various times from Audubon’s Paul J. 
Rainey Sanctuary, a 26,000-acre preserve at 
the edge of the Intracoastal Waterway and 
Vermillion Bay in Louisiana. These wells 
have produced more than $25 million in 
revenues for the Society. 

• The apparent inconsistency between 
Audubon’s policy on ANWR and its actions 
on Rainey has embarrassed Audubon 
officials. This has led them to revamp the 
Rainey tale in a way that makes it more 
palatable to today’s environmental activists.
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• “A Refuge Is No Place for 
Oil Rigs!” says a flyer issued 
by the National Audubon 
Society, which opposes oil 
drilling in ANWR, the 
Arctic National Wildlife 
Refuge in Alaska. 

perc.org/1995/09/07/pc-oil-drilling-in-a-wildlife-refuge/



Faith, Family and Flourishing
• Human flourishing, what Aristotle called eudaimonism

• Edmund Phelps of Columbia University, Nobel Laureate in 
economics...argues that human flourishing requires challenges, 
struggles, and success and goes beyond material prosperity. 

• The good news: life is full of challenges! (Access to energy is one.)

• Nature and society offer rich gifts for every person and 
family, but also provide obstacles, temptations, and  
occasional disasters...

12

https://www.google.com/search?safe=active&espv=2&biw=1002&bih=676&q=eudaimonism&spell=1&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwi8ku_8sOLPAhUY-2MKHcAgAzEQvwUIGSgA
http://www.columbia.edu/~esp2/

