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Read both of the following statements carefully; then write an expository essay on a topic clearly 
related to one or the other of the two statements.  Provide your own title.  You are not expected 
to write on both topics.  
  
Contestants who are hand-writing their compositions must use their own standard 8 1/2 x 11-inch 
ruled white notebook paper or typing paper, or the paper provided by the host school. Contestants 
shall write or print the composition in ink and on only one side of the paper. If contestants choose 
to use their own laptop computers, they must bring portable printers and associated hardware, 
software and paper. The typed entry must be single-sided and double-spaced, using any standard 
12-point font on 8 1/2 x 11-inch white paper. When printing the contest on an electronic printer, 
the print command must be started by the time contest time expires. Students who opt to compose 
their entries on computers accept the risk of computer malfunction. In case of computer 
malfunction, the contestant may use the remaining allotted time to complete the composition in 
handwriting or compose on another computer (if available).  
  
Ready Writing prompts are provided as springboards for thought, not to advocate particular 
points of view.  Contestants should not conclude that quotations or statements used in prompts 
reflect the opinion of the UIL.  
 
  
Topic I 

“Stupidity is a more dangerous enemy of the good than malice. One may protest against evil; it 
can be exposed and, if need be, prevented by use of force. Evil always carries within itself the 
germ of its own subversion in that it leaves behind in human beings at least a sense of unease. 
Against stupidity we are defenseless. Neither protests nor the use of force accomplish anything 
here; reasons fall on deaf ears; facts that contradict one’s prejudgment simply need not be 
believed – in such moments the stupid person even becomes critical – and when facts are 
irrefutable they are just pushed aside as inconsequential, as incidental. In all this the stupid 
person, in contrast to the malicious one, is utterly self-satisfied and, being easily irritated, 
becomes dangerous by going on the attack. For that reason, greater caution is called for when 
dealing with a stupid person than with a malicious one. Never again will we try to persuade the 
stupid person with reasons, for it is senseless and dangerous.” 

--Dietrich Bonhoeffer, German 
Theologian and Nazi Resistor, 

“On Stupidity,” Letter and Papers 
from Prison, 1906-1945 



Topic II 

“Man has no automatic code of survival. His particular distinction from all other living species is 
the necessity to act in the face of alternatives by means of volitional choice. He has no automatic 
knowledge of what is good for him or evil, what values his life depends on, what course of action 
it requires. Are you prattling about an instinct of self-preservation? An instinct of self-
preservation is precisely what man does not possess. An 'instinct' in as unerring and automatic 
form of knowledge. A desire is not an instinct. A desire to live does not give you the knowledge 
required for living. And even man's desire to live is not automatic: your secret evil today is that 
that is the desire you do not hold. Your fear of death is not a love of life and will not give you the 
knowledge needed to keep it. Man must obtain his knowledge and choose his actions by a 
process of thinking, which nature will not force him to perform. Man has the power to act as his 
own destroyer--and that is the way he has acted through most of history.” 

        --Ayn Rand, American Writer and  

Philosopher, Atlas Shrugged, 1905-
1982 

 


