


Who I Am: John Pierce, Current Events Coach, Mason 
High School



Why We Need 
This Contest:
A Knowledge 

Crisis
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Who May Enter:

● A school may enter 6 students at district.
● Three individuals advance from district to regionals.
● Four members of the winning team advance.



The Questions



1. Which Texas political leader was impeached over 
allegations of misconduct that included bribery and 
abuse of office, removed from office but ultimately 
acquitted on all charges?

a. Texas Gov. Greg Abbott

b. Texas Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick

c. Texas Speaker of the House Dade Phalen

d. Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton
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2. Why was whiskey maker Jack Daniels allowed, 
according to the U.S. Supreme Court, allowed to sue the 
maker of Bad Spaniels, a dog toy?

a. Dogs were dying from alcohol poisoning.

b. The dog toys were a trademark infringement.

c. The dog treats made use of illegally obtained 
recipe components.

d. Dogs mistook the toy for the real bottle of whiskey.
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3. Which of the following is true of former President Donald 
Trump?

a. He was found guilty and ordered to pay millions in an alleged hush-money 
payment to a porn star.

b. He faces 91 felony counts in four different states.

c. He admitted to interfering in an election by asking for votes in Georgia.

d. He was handcuffed, fingerprinted and sent to jail for financial crimes in New 
York.
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4. Eagle Pass Mayor Rolando Salinas declared a state of 
emergency in his city of 30,000 people. Why?

a. A sudden outbreak of a new strain of COVID-19

b. Congress failed to pass a funding stop-gap measure

c. The drought and record heat, the hottest on record

d. 5,000 migrants crossed over the border into the city from Mexico
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5. After requesting that G-20 leaders refer to this country by 
its ancient name Hindu name, many speculated that India 
was on the verge of changing its official name to...

A. Bharat
B. Indus
C. Pradesh
D. Gujaret
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6. Who was the former leader of Russia's Wagner Group 
who died when his personal jet crashed (likely after being 
shot down)?

A. Sergei Shoigu
B. Valery Gerasimov
C. Yevgeny Prigozhin
D. Alexander Solzhenitsyn
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7. Scientists measured the global surface temperature 
during September 2023 at _____ above pre-industrial 
levels, just below the level the Paris Climate Accord seeks 
to prevent.
A. .53°C
B. 1.44°C
C. 2.1°C
D. 5.13°C
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What To Look For:























































Advice for Preparation

















Extra Tips:

● Read the news every day in some way, 10 minutes a day.
● Don’t just read one source! Seek out a variety of sources.
● Read some things in hard copy.
● Actually read full articles, not just headlines.
● Filter out some topics by evaluating relevance.
● Memorize people in key positions.
● Study with other teams!
● Source recommendations: Time, NY Times, Texas Tribune, CS Monitor, NPR, 

Politico, The Week


