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News writing
Gives the reader information – starting with the most recent

information/events. It flows from most important to least important. 



“What is news? 
It is information only.”

-Walter Cronkite



news
stories
are...

objective

third person

active voice

short paragraphs

accurate

timely

concise



Inverted 
pyramid

The most important information goes at the top



LQTQ formula



LQTQ 
formula



Each quote is its own
paragraph. Each transition is
its own paragraph.

Keep it timely.

SHORT, CONCISE
PARAGRAPHS

FLOW FROM MOST
IMPORTANT TO LEAST

LQTQ 



leads



leads...

Provide the most important
information to your audience. 

Provide the most current
information. 

Avoid things the reader already
knows.

Focus on future consequences. 



types of leads

Probably not. Yes. Yes.

where? why? how?

Probably not. Yes. Probably not. 

who? what? when?



“who” leads

Avoid leading with the name
of a boring school employee.
If you start with the who, they
better be someone special. 

Principal Joe Blow
announced Tuesday that
students will no longer be
allowed to leave campus for
lunch. 

Probably won’t work



“who” leads

Taylor Swift announced the
final stop of the Eras Tour
will be at Leaguetown
Memorial Football Stadium
Dec. 8. 

could work in really
really really special
circumstances.



“when” leads

NO:
On Tuesday, Principal Joe Blow
announced students will no
longer be able to leave campus
for lunch. 

Don’t start with the time element.

Probably won’t work



“when” leads

Still NO:
Starting Thursday, students will
no longer be able to leave
campus for lunch. 

Don’t start with the time element.

Probably won’t work



“where” leads

No one cares about the
school board meeting itself.

NO:
At the school board meeting,
Principal Joe Blow announced
that the school will no longer
off-campus lunch. 

Probably won’t work



The What
The why
the how

These leads are your friends.



leads that work

If a group of parents can’t change Principal John
Roberts’ mind about his ban on the 2019 class shirts,
seniors say they might wear the shirts to school
Friday, an act that could get them suspended. 



leads that work

After driving a sick student to an urgent care clinic
in his personal car, varsity football coach Ned
Winter faces possible termination for violating
district policy. 



leads that work

After four car accidents last month, Principal Stan
Lebowski announced Friday that seniors will not
be able to leave campus during lunch. 



Think about your audience and what
they will want to know first. 

Lead with the possible RESULT of the
decision, not the fact that there is a
meeting or a decision coming. 

lead Tips







Read the prompt...

Find the newest information in the prompt.
Circle the future event(s). Beware of older
or more controversial news.
 
Avoid the who, where and when.

Keep it in third person, concise and to-the-
point.

No need to mention the word Leaguetown.
Students know where they go. 

Do not editorialize.



Solid lead
The Leopard Den, a new calming
room, will open in the counseling
center Dec. 11.

by immaan patel, plano east
tops in centex



Solid lead
The Leopard Den, a new calming
room, will open in the counseling
center Dec. 11.

additional information
In recent years, the amount of stress
experienced by high school students has
significantly increased. To help resolve this
issue, crisis counselor Jeff Akins proposed
the idea of creating a therapeutic room on
campus for students to relax.

by immaan patel, plano east
tops in centex



direct quotes



Who matters
most in this
story?

Don’t forget about students! 





quotes...

Should be more than one sentence. 

First one is probably your “main” source.

Should have attribution after the first
sentence.

Should have transitions between them.

Should include emotion.



attribution 
and quote punctuation

“Attribution is where the writer tells the
reader who is speaking,” UIL journalism
director Alyssa Boehringer said. “If you
can do attribution properly, you can win
a medal this year.”

Attribution is title - name - said. In that order.
Always use said
Look at quote punctuation.



first quote
 “The Leopard Den will give students
an opportunity to calm down and de-
stress for afew minutes during the
school day,” Akins said. “Hopefully,
showing students how to reset and
take a short break will help them gain
the skills to regulate stress on their
own by the time they leave school.”

by immaan patel, plano east
tops in centex



quotes...

 
Akins said the Leopard Den will
give students a break during the
school day. 

“The Leopard Den will give
students an opportunity to calm
down and de-stress for afew
minutes during the school day,”
Akins said. “Hopefully, showing
students how to reset and take a
short break will help them gain
the skills to regulate stress on
their own by the time they leave
school.”

Should not repeat
information from the
transition.
 



quotes...

 The Leopard Den will include
comfortable furniture, calming
lighting, stress balls and various
activities for students to engage in
to allow themselves a break from
their school work.

 “I have an anxiety disorder that
causes me to have panic attacks if I
get a little overstimulated,” junior
Tori Stapp said. “I’m excited about
the Leopard Den because when I try
to avoid an attack at home, I just go
in my room, put on my headphones,
and close my eyes for 10 minutes. It
sounds like this new place will give
me that opportunity.”

Should be linked from the
paragraph before them. The
quote should elaborate on the
previous paragraph. 

by immaan patel, plano east
tops in centex



transitions



transitions...

Include facts about the story.

Hold the story together.

Link quotes together to give the story
flow. 

Could be a fact or a partial/indirect
quote.



fact transition
 The Leopard Den will include
comfortable furniture, calming
lighting, stress balls, and various
activities for students to engage in to
allow themselves a break from their
school work.

by immaan patel, plano east
tops in centex



partial/indirect quote transition
 In addition, one staff member said it
has become more common for
students to start jobs and take up
more extracurriculars, adding to their
stress. 

by immaan patel, plano east
tops in centex



avoid indefinite terms in transitions

mostmany some



how do we come up with
transitions?

Remember, facts should go in transitions. 

Opinions and emotions go in quotes. 





do not copy your lead or
transitions word-for-word
from the prompt!



Ending



Always end with a strong quote
 Akins said the new campus addition
aims to aid students in their struggles,
with hopes of creating a safer
environment for them that will ultimately
lead them to success.

 “Sometimes, people need a break,”
Akins said. “My hope is that the Leopard
Den will have that positive effect on our
students. Even if we help one student
have a better day at school, it will have
been worth it.”

by immaan patel, plano east
tops in centex



let’s review



How should you avoid starting
your lead?



What is attribution?



Who should you always have a
quote from?



Where should you get ideas
for transitions?



What is one "must have" for
your lead?



Final checklist

Are the most important and most recent facts first? Future event!
Is the story accurate? 
Are the paragraphs short? 1-2 sentences
Does the story flow?
Did you use active voice?
LQTQ?



Make the judges happy

Don't use the word "Leaguetown." Students know where they go. 
Don't write a feature lead instead of a news lead. 
Don't make up stuff that's not in the prompt.
Don't editorialize. Keep your opinion out of the story.
Keep it in 3rd person. Common mistake: "our school..."
Avoid messy handwriting, poor grammar and spelling errors
Don't misspell names. It's right there in the prompt. 
Don't try to use all the information in the prompt. 



IF YOU DO NOTHING ELSE, 
LEAD WITH THE FUTURE EVENT
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