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a
d
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 Lyrics by A
naïs M

itchell.

A
fter a careful study of the m

usical, H
adestow

n by A
nais M

itchell, designers m
ust select a them

e and 
create a them

atic statem
ent that w

ill drive all design decisions and be evident throughout all their 
design choices and supported w

ith textual or m
usic lyric references.

D
esigners this year w

ill be asked to define their ow
n them

e or m
essage from

 the story. This becom
es 

their guiding statem
ent and should be clearly stated.

The possibilities for them
es in the m

usical are endless as the story touches on so m
any ideas relevant 

not only throughout history but to our m
odern society.  O

nce you identify w
hat you determ

ine as the 
m

ost engaging them
e in the production, m

ake design choices to highlight and support that purpose 
throughout. Your design should highlight the them

e’s thread throughout the entire production. This is 
som

etim
es referred to as a “concept,” “m

otif,” or “com
m

anding im
age” to nam

e a few
 exam

ples of the 
language designers use to com

m
unicate their overriding vision.

D
esigns can be set in a different tim

e or place as inspired by the designer’s them
atic statem

ent, but 
m

ay stay in the original setting, as long as designs are original and not overtly em
ulating, im

itating or 
copying other designers’ w

ork and intellectual property. 
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Things to 
Consider

Think about the song that you feel 
best reflects your chosen them

e and 
allow

 the feelings generated from
 the 

m
usic in addition to the lyrics to be 

reflected.  
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atic Collage
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