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feature writing
Tells the reader a story. It has a beginning (lead), middle and end. It uses
quotes liberally and allows the reader to see the story through detailed

description and vivid writing. 



feature writing
formula:



LQTQ 
formula
it’s all about the lead.

End with a kicker quote that
connects to the lead or takes
us into the future. 

LQTQ and so on until the story
is complete. 



leads



Drop them into the story
using powerful words or
dialogue.

Use active verbs and
specific nouns.

Grab the Reader’s
attention

Word choice
matters

leads

Avoid generic adverbs and
adjectives

Eliminate 
filler



the
lead...

can be more than one sentence or paragraph

should be specific to the story

should not be filled with clichés

should be in third person

must fit the mood or tone of the story



feature leads

Narrative - tells a story
Descriptive - paints a picture
Startling statement
Compare and contrast
A twist

winning feature stories
have winning leads



narrative feature leads

On New Year’s Eve, Charles Curzio stayed
later than planned at his small TV repair
shop to make sure his customers would
have their sets in time to watch the King
Orange Jamboree Parade. 

His kindness cost his life. 

tells a story



narrative feature leads

For 27 minutes, sophomore Kate Tiedke lay on the
floor, her gray Nike sweatshirt cut in pieces at her side. 

For 27 minutes last December, it didn’t matter that the
sophomore was ranked first in her class or that she
was one of the best soccer midfielders in Texas. It
didn’t matter that she was funny and kind.

All that mattered was that her heart wasn’t beating.

tells a story



narrative feature leads

The man she loved slapped her face. Furious, she told
him never, ever to do that again. 

“What are you going to do, kill me?” he asked, and
handed her a gun. 

“Here, kill me,” he challenged.

She did. 

tells a story



descriptive feature leads

It’s 2 a.m. and junior Carter Wade stumbles through his
front door. He’s hours past his curfew, and 20
milligrams of Xanax past what his body can sustain.

Wade doesn’t remember being driven to a rehab
center in a cop car. He wasn’t aware his body was
being loaded into an ambulance after he became
unconscious in the backseat. He couldn’t process that
his heart was about to stop. 

Sets the scene



descriptive feature leads

Cardboard trinkets of a pitchfork and a Big John mascot lay scattered across room D110.
Students, wearing aprons littered with splashes of paint and ink, plot how the next
maroon and white ribbons should be crafted. Paper flowers cover the gray countertops
and a giant teddy bear, dressed in a jersey and a Farmerette skirt, sits off to the side
while students are hard at work on, literally, the biggest project of the year.

Fashion design teacher Abby Winston works with her students to break the Guinness
World Record of the largest homecoming corsage. Sherry Hall and the Arlington special
education department from Arlington ISD hold the current record with a mum measuring
11.073 square meters–nearly 120 square feet–from Aug. 16, 2021. Winston dedicated
this project to spreading school spirit and leaving her students with something to be
remembered by.

Sets the scene
jade slaughter, lewisville hs

https://www.guinnessworldrecords.com/world-records/587483-largest-homecoming-corsage-mum


startling statement
 feature leads

His last meal was worth $30,000, and it killed him. 

(Don’t do drugs.)

say “what?”



Twist feature leads

When they heard screams, no one suspected the
rooster. 

They won’t see this coming



Twist feature leads

Dechardonae Gaines, 2, was toddling down the sidewalk Monday
lugging her Easy Bake Oven when she became the victim in one of
the weirder animal attack cases police can recall.

In the cluster of beige houses at Lime Street and Safford Avenue
where Dechardonae lives, man and chicken have coexisted
peacefully for years in quiet defiance of city ordinance.

That ended Monday afternoon, when authorities apprehended the
offending rooster, named Rockadoodle Two, and its sister, named
Hen. 

They won’t see this coming



Twist feature leads

 At 21, he is a grizzled thing. Sparse black hair barely covers
his liver spots and flaking skin. Glaucoma and cataracts
plague his eyes. Flattened hooves slow his gait to an
almost crawl.

 But in just two days, Potsie will be ready to party.

 On Tuesday, assuming he survives that long, Potsie will win
the Guinness World Record title as the oldest Vietnamese
potbellied pig.

They won’t see this coming



show,
don’t tell

it works.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jU-cori12KU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jU-cori12KU


writing divices

mixing sentence
length

breaking the rules

repetition short, punchy
sentences

using dialogue



using dialogue

The end of a simple phrase changed the 13-year-old boy forever.

“Yes it does last the rest of your life,” the doctor said.

On the day of his diagnosis, James Mapes was in the waiting room, grasping his mother’s
hand tight, hoping and praying the blood test results would be in his favor. 

The physician then broke the news that James had been fearing. He would be stuck with
his condition for life. Immediately, questions rushed through his head. 

“Why did this happen? What will people think? What will people say?



open with the specific,
then go to the general



rather than this...

With America engaged in a war in Iraq, many students know U.S. military men who have
lost their lives.

 Leaguetown lost one of its own last month when Nicolas Barrera was killed in Iraq.



try this...

When Briana Barrera didn’t hear from her son, Nicolas, for a week she knew something
was wrong. Maybe it was mother's intuition, but she knew.

And when she saw two officers walking toward her door, her worst fear was confirmed.

“The officers said they were sorry to deliver the news, but Nicolas died with honor,” she
said. “Dying with honor? How does that help? My heart was breaking. My boy was gone.”



basic information
• When senior Patrick Manubay was 10 years old, his mother was diagnosed with Stage 4
pancreatic cancer. She died four months later.

• Patrick didn’t talk about his mother’s death and was a quiet and withdrawn child. When
Patrick was a sophomore, his aunt gave him a letter from his mother. In the letter, she wrote
how she knew he would change the world for the better one day.

• Motivated by the letter, Patrick designed a website for a fundraiser project — Five for Life
asking people to donate $5 for the Pancreatic Cancer Research Fund.

• To promote the fundraiser, Patrick made a video — using old videos of his mother and
interviewing his sisters and dad. The video went viral with more than 1 million views. So far,
Patrick has raised $500,000.



What went wrong?

Death is a tragic event — especially when you lose someone close to you. Patrick
Manubay understands this better than most. He lost his mother to cancer several years
ago.



What went wrong?

Everyone can imagine what it would be like to lose a parent to cancer. You would be lost,
sad and withdrawn. You would probably be jealous of your friends who have both
parents. You might cry yourself to sleep every night. You might shut down completely.

That is what Patrick Manubay did until he got a letter from his mother that she wrote
before she died.



better.

 After his mother’s death from pancreatic cancer, senior Patrick Manubay was lost.
 “I was sad,” he said. “I was angry. I was jealous of my peers who had moms.”

 So he lived his life withdrawn, speaking only when he had to. Then, when he was 15, his aunt gave him a letter
from his mother, and “everything changed.”

 “Her words woke me up,” he said. “I knew I was wasting my life, and that she would have been disappointed
in me.”

 Disappointing his mother was the last thing Patrick ever wanted to do, so after talking with this father, he
jumped into action. Patrick created a website and started a fundraiser project — Five for Life — with a goal
that 5,000 people donate $5 each to the Pancreatic Cancer Research Fund (PCRF). 



things
to avoid

news leads

first and second person

clichés

imagine...

too much dramatic description

rambling

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rAn-AWXtHv0


What went wrong?

Patrick Manubay raised $500,000 for the Pancreatic Cancer Research Fund.



What went wrong?

We are proud of Patrick Manubay for raising $500,000 for the Pancreatic Cancer
Research Fund. Way to go, Patrick!



What went wrong?

 Every day, millions of people wake up, go to work or go to school. But some days, they
don't.



What went wrong?

Before the sun even rises, 17-year-old senior Raymond Buster pushes back the his
checkered comforter on his twin bed and drags himself to the shower. He quickly
washes his light brown hair and puts on his shorts, black running shirt and neon green
running shoes.

As he walks out the door to head to his cross country practice, he grabs a strawberry
Pop Tart and waves goodbye to his mother.



better.

 5 a.m. The alarm blares and senior Raymond Buster drags himself out of bed after only a
five-hour slumber.

 The mornings come early for this 17-year-old cross country competitor, but he says it’s
worth it.

 “I want to get to the State Meet this year,” he said. “And that means, I run early and I run
often.”







What went wrong?

Tune in this fall as sophomore Alfonse Delgado gets things cookin’ on Food Network’s hit
show “Home Chef Champions.”



better.

The unseasoned pork roast sat on the counter. Preparing the seasonings, he picks up a
jar of apricot preserves when the phone rings. He answers the call and hears the news as
the glass jar slips from his fingers and hits the floor. 



WHat’s next?



a strong
nut
graph

a summary of what the story is about

the 5 W’s and the H that you didn’t get into
the lead

the news peg

the future event



A strong nut graph

After being selected to compete in a Food Network show called “Home Chef
Champions, sophomore Alfonse Delgado will fly to Los Angeles May 25. In the meantime,
the school will host a practice day May 17 where people can present Delgado with
surprise ingredients to help him prepare for the show. 



WHat’s next?



Quote/transition formula

“I’ve spent my whole life watching my mom in the kitchen,” Delgado said. “To save
money, we never ordered pizza or went out to eat. We learned how to make delicious
meals with the ingredients we had in the pantry.”

After watching the show during winter break, Delgado’s mother convinced him to apply.
In February, he received a call to audition via Zoom. 

“The Zoom audition was a little awkward,” Delgado said. “They had me set up my
computer in my kitchen and talked to me while I prepared a tamale casserole. My mom
came on-camera and tasted my creation at the end of the audition. She took a bite and
actually started crying.”



yes, 
you can

use the first name on the second reference if
the story is about a student

have a lead longer than one paragraph

put dialogue in your lead



No, you
shouldn’t

use a news lead

write in passive voice

use too many adverbs and adjectives instead
of specific nouns and powerful verbs

have messy handwriting

stack quotes

avoid quotes

Make things up to make your story more
exciting



on
contest
day

read the prompt

see what quote stands out to you the most and
make that your lead

read the prompt again and highlight powerful
quotes and underline good info for transitions

Mark your nut graph (the news peg) in the prompt

circle or star your kicker quote

write
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