UNIVERSITY INTERSCHOLASTIC LEAGUE

Copy Editing

Study Packet 2020

This Copy Editing packet contains tests and keys from 2020 Invitational A, B,
District, Region and State.

This item is intended for High School grade levels.



CONTESTANT NUMBER

Dil

UNIVERSITY INTERSCHOLASTIC LEAGUE

COPY EDITING
CONTEST

INVITATIONAL A 2020

FOR JUDGE’S USE
Points from PART 1 Points from PART 2
POINTS/15 POINTS/10 TOTAL POINTS

PART 3is ONLY ranked to
break a tie. No points are
assigned.

FINAL PLACE

FINAL PLACE

There should be no ties.



CONTESTANT NUMBER

COPY EDITING CONTEST
INVITATIONAL A 2020

DIRECTIONS: This test is divided into three sections. Write all your responses as indicated. You have 15 minutes.

PART 1: Circle the correct response. (1 pt. each)

1. The exam will be given on Jan./ January 11.

2. When walking on a strange campus, you should watch you’re / your step.

3. Suntan lotion and an umbrella is / are essential for any trip to the beach.

4. The band premiered a piece by Grainger; /, it featured the oboe.

5. The teachers want to accommodate / acomadate you.

6. The nominee for homecoming queen was butifl / beautifull / beautiful.

7. Apparently / Apparantly, the biology teacher liked to talk about Basidiomycota (mushrooms).
8. The newly formed company expects unwavering loyalty from its / it’s employees.
9. 2015/ Two thousand and fifteen was a good year to invest in the market.

10. Turn in your exam before the 10 a.m. / am / o’clock deadline.

11. Boris Johnson began his reign / rein in July.

12. Icannot / can not be calm while taking a trigonometry exam.

13. While taking a selfie, the couple moved toward / towards the edge of the canyon.
14. Be more discrete / discreet when writing down the answers.

15. Every one of the shirts have / has a green collar.



CONTESTANT NUMBER

UIL COPY EDITING INVITATIONAL A 2020

Part 2: Edit the following sentences to eliminate/correct FOUR (and only four) errors

in wordiness, AP style, grammatr, spelling or punctuation in each of the five statements
below. Use clearly understood editing symbols. Judges will consider only the first four
corrections marked. Any others will be ignored. Compound errors such as changing “First
Lady” to “first lady” will be considered as one error. (2 pts. each)

You are editing the sentences to be published Friday, Feb. 8, 2020.

1. Standing out on the Mound, the left handed pitcher looks like he can throw real good.

2. Only won of the people who work in the animal clinic is a vetterinarian — Carolyn

Meier. She is about too give medcine to animals.

3. The band started to play their concert write about the time the storm hit, which

nocked out power for 2 hours.

4. The superintendant of Leaguetown I.S.D. resigned after being charged with drug
possession. Neil Markos was arrested on Mar. 6 after a traffic stop in Robertson

County and spent the night in prison.

5. The SpaceX missle launch was at 11:45 AM Wednesday, Jan. 15, 2019. The Falcon 9

rocket will return to earth two days later.



CONTESTANT NUMBER

UIL COPY EDITING INVITATIONAL A 2020

Part 3: In the space provided, edit the following news brief to make the wording clear, to eliminate
wordiness as well as any errors in AP style, grammar, spelling or punctuation. You do NOT have to
rewrite the news brief. Make notes of anything you believe needs clarification, additional research or
additional reporting. PART 3 WILL BE USED ONLY TO BREAK TIES.

You are editing the article to be published Friday, Feb. 8, 2020.

The US has just come off a record year for weather and climate disasters
and, by most accounts, its only going to get worse.

Last year Hurricanes Harvey, Irma, and Maria; the wildfires and floods
in Calif.; and tornado outbreaks in the midwest and the south delivered
$306.2 billion dollars in damages, more than any year in history win
adjusted for Inflation.

The state of Texas is particularly vulnerable to a changing climate.

Its had more costly weather-related disasters
than any other state, and those events will happen more often as air and
ocean temperatures climb, scientists say.

“Climate change is not just about Polar bears,” Katharine Hayhoe,

a climate scientist at Texas Tech University with an impressive
Youtube following, said. “It will effect North Texas profoundly”.

Between 2041 and 2050, Dallas/Fort Worth may see August temperatures

rise from a mean of 86’ F at the end of the 20th century to 94°, with

extremes rising above 120°F, reports one study by scientists at UTA.

Modified from “Climate change to bring North Texas longer droughts, heavy rains, 120-degree temps within 25 years”
by Anna Kuchment in the Dallas Morning News, Nov. 28, 2018.



Aosoer Key
UNIVERSITY INTERSCHOLASTIC LEAGUE

COPY EDITING CONTEST
UIL COPY EDITING INVITATIONAL A 2020

DIRECTIONS: This test is divided into three sections. Write all your responses as indicated. You have 15 minutes.

PART 1: Circle the correct response. (1 pt. each)

1. The exam will be given o Jan,Y January 11.

2. When walking on a strange campus, you should watch you’rep.
3. Suntan lotion and an umbrella is ssential for any trip to the beach.

4. The band premiered a piece by Grainge@ , it featured the oboe.

5. The teachers want to acomadate you.
6. The nominee for homecoming queen was butifl / beautifull

7. / Apparantly, the biology teacher liked to talk about Basidiomycota

(mushrooms).
8. The newly formed company expects unwavering loyalty fr01® it’s employees.
9. @/ Two thousand and fifteen was a good year to invest in the market.
10. Turn in your exam before the 10@ /am / o’clock deadline.
11. Boris Johnson began rein in July:
12. I@ can not be calm while taking a trigonometry exam.
13. While taking a selfie, the couple move towards the edge of the canyon.
14. Be more discrete /When writing down the answers.

15. Every one of the shirts have green collar.

Tips for judges

Part 1

There is some subjectivity
involved in all editing. If you
find an error in the answer key,
report it to the UIL office.



Asnoer Key
UIL COPY EDITING INVITATIONAL A 2020

Notes to judges

In No. 5, the date can be fixed
in several ways depending on
when the story is published.
Since the instructions said the
publication date was Feb. 8,
remove the day and the year.
Fixing the date is one error.

Tips for judges
Part 2
There are four errors per item.

If fixing one error creates
another, it counts as one.

There is some subjectivity in
all editing. If a student finds
another “error” or rewrites a
sentence, the judges will have
to consider how to award
points.

This section is worth a
maximum of 10 points.

To facilitate grading, put an X
over the number of a question
that is completely wrong.
Write the point value assigned
to each question out to the
side. Award questions with
eithera0,a05,a1,a150r 2.

Part 2: Edit the following sentences to eliminate/correct FOUR (and only four)
errors in wordiness, AP style, grammar, spelling or punctuation in each of the five
statements below. Use clearly understood editing symbols. Judges will consider
only the first four corrections marked. Any others will be ignored. Compound
errors such as changing “First Lady” to “first lady” will be considered as one
error. (2 pts. each)

You are editing the sentences to be published Friday, Feb. 8, 2020.

_ reallyy well ,
1. Standing out on the Mound, the lefypanded pitcher looks like he can throw real good.

one veterinarian
2. Only w¥n of the people who work in the animal clinic is a vette?marian — Carolyn

I
Meier. She is about tot give me}eine to animals.

its right
3. The band started to play thgir concert write about the time the storm hit, which

k
Alocked out power I@ours.

e
4. The superintenWt of Leaguetown I;S;D resigned after being charged with drug
ed on

possession. Neil Markos was arrj%sl} 6 after a traffic stop in Robertson

County and spent the night in priEon.

P a.m.
| \"1 :/[_J
5. The SpaceX mis;{e launch was at 11:45 AM Wednresday, Jan. 15726+9. The Falcon 9

rocket will return toearth two days later.



DO NOT DISTRIBUTE TO STUDENTS BEFORE OR DURING THE CONTEST!

UIL COPY EDITING INVITATIONAL A 2020

Part 3: In the space provided, edit the following news brief to make the wording clear, to eliminate wordiness as well
as any errors in AP style, grammar, spelling or punctuation. You do NOT have to rewrite the news brief. Make notes of
anything you believe needs clarification, additional research or additional reporting. PART 3 WILL BE USED ONLY

TO BREAK TIES.

You are editing the article to be published Friday, Feb. 8, 2020.

Notes for judges

In the third paragraph, the first
sentence needs to be attributed
to someone.

In the fourth paragraph,
“impressive” is an opinion.
Instead, be specific.

In the final paragraph, whether
the word “Metroplex” is required
or not after Dallas-Forth Worth
(note the hyphen) is unclear
according to AP style. However, it
does make it more clear that it’s
the DFW area, not just two cities.

Tips for judges

Part 3

This section is ONLY ranked to
break a tie in the combined scores
of parts 1and 2. Assign no points.

Judges should compare the papers
of students who tied, ranking
them accordingly.

When grading part 3, holistically
read the changes the student
indicated starting with the highest
level of editing. Remember, there
are multiple levels of copy editing.
The notes off to the side on the
answer key indicate higher levels
of editing errors. Those should be
awarded more value if the student
fixes the problem or indicates it
should be fixed.
* Highest level: Are there any legal
or ethical issues with the story?
* Middle level: Does the story uses
the right sources? Does it flow?
* Lowest level: Grammar, spelling,
punctuation, style

The %has just come off a record year for weather and climate disasters
J
and, by most accounts, i\é only going to get worse.

Last yea;?/urricanes Harvey, Irma,_and Maria; the wildfires and floods

H

in and tornado outbreaks in the midwest and the south delivered

—

— — \when,,
$306.2 billion=eeddem=s in damages, more than any year in history win

adjusted for ﬁﬂation.
mexas is particularly vulnerable to a changing climate,
has

(according to whom?). Iya had more costly weather-related disasters than
any other state, and those events will happen more often as air and ocean
temperatures climb, scientists say.

“Climate change is not just abou%ﬂar bears,” Katharine Hayhoe, a
climate scientist at Texas Tech University with an impressive (Be specific:
How many followers?) YOllt_l.lbe following, said. “It willAaffect North Texas

profoundlﬁ/
Metroplex

Between 2041 and 2050, DallasZFort Worth'may see August temperatures
86 degrees Fahrenheit 94 degrees Fahrenheit

rise from a mean of 8¢ I at the end of the 20th century tm, with

J20 degrees Fahrenheit
extremes rising above 1%0° F, reports one study by scientists at UTA.

Modified from “Climate change to bring North Texas longer droughts, heavy rains, 120-degree temps within
25 years” by Anna Kuchment in the Dallas Morning News, Nov. 28, 2018.



CONTESTANT NUMBER

Dil

UNIVERSITY INTERSCHOLASTIC LEAGUE

COPY EDITING
CONTEST

INVITATIONAL B 2020

FOR JUDGE’S USE
Points from PART 1 Points from PART 2
POINTS/15 POINTS/10 TOTAL POINTS

PART 3is ONLY ranked to
break a tie. No points are
assigned.

FINAL PLACE

FINAL PLACE

There should be no ties.



CONTESTANT NUMBER

COPY EDITING CONTEST

INVITATIONAL B 2020

DIRECTIONS: This test is divided into three sections. Write all your responses as indicated. You have 15 minutes.

PART 1: Circle the correct response. (1 pt. each)

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

I thought Boise was the capital / capitol of Idaho.

Either the sculpture by Michelangelo or the paintings by Seurat is / are on display in the

museum.

Everybody at the concert was / were enjoying the music.

It was me /| who rode in the 100-mile bike race.

The dog will recieve / receive the pork-flavored bone.

The choir members invited Taylor Swift to their / her / its concert.
The flock of birds flew / flu away.

The band will name its / it’s drum major next Friday:.

The architects said it would be a $10 million / ten million-dollar project.
Woody Gossom is a well known / well-known judge.

Use the reins / reigns to guide the donkey down the canyon.

The supervisor asked a new employee not to metal / medal / meddle in the business of other

workers.
Juan and | / myself left the pep rally to go to English class.
The editor is 18-years-old / 18 years old.

As the clock ticked toward 12 a.m. / 12:00 p.m. / midnight, the pumpkin-shaped carriage sped

off into the forest.



CONTESTANT NUMBER

UIL COPY EDITING INVITATIONAL B 2020

Part 2: Edit the following sentences to eliminate/correct FOUR (and only four) errors

in wordiness, AP style, grammatr, spelling or punctuation in each of the five statements
below. Use clearly understood editing symbols. Judges will consider only the first four
corrections marked. Any others will be ignored. Compound errors such as changing “First
Lady” to “first lady” will be considered as one error. (2 pts. each)

1. The parades grand marshall gave his councel to whoever sought it.

2. The country’s vastness effected him while travelling from California to Maine,

even acrost the Missippi River.

3. Chuck said he enjoys deserts such as brownies, cheesecake, and macaroons, and he

detests having to chose between them.

4. Montana Governor Steve Bullock voiced that for every dollar the country invest
in early childhood programs, Americans save almost $9.00 in reduced costs in

remediation, public services and incarceration.

5. William Nordhaus, an Economist, predicted the planet was headed for “the
danger zone” beyond two°C around the year 2030. That increase would change our

climate in waze not seen for “the last several 100,000 years.”



CONTESTANT NUMBER

UIL COPY EDITING INVITATIONAL B 2020

Part 3: In the space provided, edit the following news brief to make the wording clear, to eliminate
wordiness as well as any errors in AP style, grammar, spelling or punctuation. You do NOT have to
rewrite the news brief. Make notes of anything you believe needs clarification, additional research or
additional reporting. PART 3 WILL BE USED ONLY TO BREAK TIES.

You are editing the article to be published Wednesday, Feb. 5, 2020.

The Houston Toad needs human help. Since the 1960’s, the Houston toad has
faced hardships. During that time, the combination of a really big drought and
booming city growth lead to the amphibian loosing footing on it’s home. Now,
Texas biologists report that the slimy creature scientifically known as “Anaxyrus
houstonensis” may be pushed from the hole planet unless conservation efforts
improve.

An estimated two thousand Houston toads are still left, only about
three hundred in the wild. Houston toads are considered extinct in Harris, Fort
Bend, and Liberty Counties. Texas State University Biologist Michael Forstner
said its possible to help this creature make a come back. “This is the Houston
toads time. It is a native Texan. We don’t have many of those kinds of “only here”
animals in our state,” he said.

Forstner says the toad is perfectly primed to get off the critically endangered
list partly because its such an easy being to get along with. He explains, “It
doesnt eat sheap or people, it doesn’t require coordinating conservation abroad
(migratory birds) or even across states. It is tolerant of us so long as we want to
live in the type of places that represent it’s habitat”.

Several of the toads will be available for viewing at the Houston Zoo, Saturday,

Feb. 8, 2020.

Modified from “The Houston Toad is Now Critically Endangered”
published online on texashillcountry.com, Sept. 22, 2016.



Tips for judges

Part1
There is some subjectivity
involved in all editing. If you

find an error in the answer key,

report it to the UIL office.

DO NOT DISTRIBUTE TO STUDENTS BEFORE OR DURING THE CONTEST!

UNIVERSITY INTERSCHOLASTIC LEAGUE

COPY EDITING CONTEST
UIL COPY EDITING INVITATIONAL B 2020

DIRECTIONS: This test is divided into three sections. Write all your responses as indicated. You have 15 minutes.

PART 1: Circle the correct response. (1 pt. each)

1.

2.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

I thought Boise was thapitol of Idaho.

Either the sculpture by Michelangelo or the paintings by Seurat iSn display in

the museum.

Everybody at the conce were enjoying the music.

It was me@ho rode in the 100-mile bike race.

The dog will recieve /the pork-flavored bone.

The choir members invited Taylor Swift t her / its concert.
The flock of bir flu away.

The band will nam@ it’s drum major next Friday.

The architects said it would b/ ten million-dollar project.
Woody Gossom is a well known dge.

Use th reigns to guide the donkey down the canyon.

The supervisor asked a new employee not to metal / medal n the business of

other workers.
Juan ar@nyself left the pep rally to go to English class.
The editor is 18-years-old .

As the clock ticked toward 12 a.m. / 12:00 p.mhe pumpkin-shaped

carriage sped off into the forest.



Asnoer Key
UIL COPY EDITING INVITATIONAL B 2020

Notes to judges

No. 1“Whoever” is the subject
of the dependent clause.

No. 3 The maxim that
“between” introduces two
items and “among” introduces
more than two covers most
questions about how to use
these words.

The phrase “such as...” is
essential and, therefore,
should not be set off by
commas. The Oxford comma,
however, is not essential.

No. 4 When the student
changes the verb in the first
sentence from “voiced” to
“said,” they can take out the
“that.” Because fixing one
error introduced this possible
change, that would count as
one error. Keeping the “that,”
however, is not wrong. For
more on this, visit https://
www.quickanddirtytips.com/
education/grammar/when-to-
delete-that.

Tips for judges
Part 2
There are four errors per item.

If fixing one error creates
another, it counts as one.

There is some subjectivity in
all editing. If a student finds
another “error” or rewrites a
sentence, the judges will have
to consider how to award
points.

This section is worth a
maximum of 10 points.

To facilitate grading, put an X
over the number of a question
that is completely wrong.
Write the point value assigned
to each question out to the
side. Award questions with
eithera0,a05,al,al150r 2.

Part 2: Edit the following sentences to eliminate/correct FOUR (and only four)
errors in wordiness, AP style, grammar, spelling or punctuation in each of the five
statements below. Use clearly understood editing symbols. Judges will consider
only the first four corrections marked. Any others will be ignored. Compound
errors such as changing “First Lady” to “first lady” will be considered as one
error. (2 pts. each)

; o~ counsel whoever
1. The parad®grand marshall gave higm to\m: sought it.

p
2. The country’s vastness gffected him while traveilizlg from California to Maine,

across .
eveMe Mis!gesppi River.

3. Chuck said he enjoys deﬁserts such as brownies, cheesecake, and macaroons, and he

A
detests having to cyoese b;tmtl‘lem.

among

said
4. MontanaSteve BullockmF{hat for every dollar the country inves}f\
’
in early childhood programs, Americans save almost $9,€ in reduced costs in
L J

remediation, public services and incarceration.

5. William Nordhaus, an iconon_list, predicted the planet was headed for “the
2 degrées Celsius

danger zone” beyond &éls around the year 2030. That increase would change our
undred thousand

ways
climate in w¥ze not seen for “the last several =900 years.”



DO NOT DISTRIBUTE TO STUDENTS BEFORE OR DURING THE CONTEST!

UIL COPY EDITING INVITATIONAL B 2020

Part 3: In the space provided, edit the following news brief to make the wording clear, to eliminate wordiness as well
as any errors in AP style, grammar, spelling or punctuation. You do NOT have to rewrite the news brief. Make notes of
anything you believe needs clarification, additional research or additional reporting. PART 3 WILL BE USED ONLY

TO BREAK TIES.

You are editing the article to be published Wednesday, Feb. 5, 2020.

Notes for judges

In the second paragraph, who
considers the toads extinct?

Generally, in news stories, start
a new paragraph with a new
speaker. Therefore, paragraphs
two and three need to be split
into two paragraphs.

Tips for judges

Part 3

This section is ONLY ranked to
break a tie in the combined scores
of parts 1and 2. Assign no points.

Judges should compare the papers
of students who tied, ranking
them accordingly.

When grading part 3, holistically
read the changes the student
indicated starting with the highest
level of editing. Remember, there
are multiple levels of copy editing.
The notes off to the side on the
answer key indicate higher levels
of editing errors. Those should be
awarded more value if the student
fixes the problem or indicates it
should be fixed.
* Highest level: Are there any legal
or ethical issues with the story?
* Middle level: Does the story uses
the right sources? Does it flow?
* Lowest level: Grammar, spelling,
punctuation, style

»

The Houstonfoad needs human help. Since the 1960’s, the Houston toad has

faced hardships. During that time, the combination of a needds=bic drought and

»

booming city growth leE to the amphibian lo‘sing footing on it’s home. Now,
- -

£

Texas biologists report that the edsss=creature scientifically known as “Anaxyrus

»

houstonensis” may be pushed from th%ole planet unless conservation efforts

improve.

An estimated Houston toads are still left, only about
in the wild. Houston toads are considered extinct in Harris, Fort

Bend,’gnd Liberty founties. Texas State University Blologist Michael Forstner

H)
said igpossible to help this creature make a come’back.t‘This is the Houston
~

H

H b
toa(l{ time. It is a native Texan. We don’t have many of those kinds of Vonly here

animals in our state,” he said.
said
Forstner sa¥s f{]e toad is perfectly primed to get off the critically endangered

J
list partly because i\g such an easy being to get along with§He explains, “It
3

e .
doesnt eat shej‘p or peoplel it doesn’t require coordinating conservation abroad

A

(migratory birds) or even across states. It is tolerant of us so long as we want to

)sbhabitam

Several of the toads will be available for viewing at the Houston Zoo, Satil?

live in the type of places that represent it

[EolomSw2020.

Modified from “The Houston Toad is Now Critically Endangered”
published online on texashillcountry.com, Sept. 22, 2016.

<



Tips for judges

Part1
There is some subjectivity
involved in all editing. If you

find an error in the answer key,

report it to the UIL office

DO NOT DISTRIBUTE TO STUDENTS BEFORE OR DURING THE CONTEST!

UNIVERSITY INTERSCHOLASTIC LEAGUE

COPY EDITING CONTEST
UIL COPY EDITING DISTRICT 2020

DIRECTIONS: This test is divided into three sections. Write all your responses as indicated. You have 15 minutes.

PART 1: Circle the correct response. (1 pt. each)

1.

2.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

I want to attend the Lavender Festival thFaII in Blanco, Texas.

It’s up to we @tudent leaders to push for change.

For the newspaper story, we talked t/ he and Mary.

The teacher has t seperate the misbehaving boys.

That was a persistant /bug.

Ultimately, the teachers told the principal, itsis decision to make.

He earned an A since he studied hard.

In the culinary class, students had to choose among chocolate chip or sugar

cookies.
The garden-variety sentence is: Short, written at a third-grade level.
It was a sunny day, and the students were feeling alright ,@

Basketbal Coach Tony Harper has been a coach for 48 years and was inducted

into the Texas High School Basketball Hall of Fame.

She received her masters egree in education.

In the United States, 161.5 million people, 50 percent f the population, live

in nine states.

Spelling out loud was a/ idiosyncracy of his.

The lunch bell rang at 12 o’clock / 12 p.m. / 12:00 a.m.



Asnoer Key
UIL COPY EDITING DISTRICT 2020

Notes to judges

In No. 1, replace “yesterday”
with the day of the week. Also
in this sentence, rewriting it
to make it active, not passive,
avoids having to say Chrysler
twice. “Tuesday, Chrysler
announced the recall ... .”

In No. 2, there are other
words that could be used
other than refuted. Refute
connotes success in argument
and almost always implies an
editorial judgment. Instead,
use deny, dispute, rebut or
respond to.

In No. 5, either foot or feet
would be acceptable. And the
apostrophe could be moved to
the end of “explorers” to make
it plural and possessive.

Tips for judges
Part 2
There are four errors per item.

If fixing one error creates
another, it counts as one.

There is some subjectivity in
all editing. If a student finds
another “error” or rewrites a
sentence, the judges will have
to consider how to award
points.

This section is worth a
maximum of 10 points.

Part 2: Edit the following sentences to eliminate/correct FOUR (and only
four) errors in wordiness, AP style, grammar, spelling or punctuation in

each of the five statements below. Use clearly understood editing symbols.
Judges will consider only the first four corrections marked. Any others will be
ignored. Compound errors such as changing “First Lady” to “first lady”’ will
be considered as one error. (2 pts. each)

Tuesday,
lm Chrysler announced that the Dodge Chargers and Chrysler 300s

their
[
arealled by Chrysler@m models.

rebutted
2. The geographe\m his colleague’s statement that the %state that is the
d
farthest north, Alask%lso is the j\erthest both east and west because the Aleutian
H

Islands cross the 180-degree meridian of longitude.

< misplaced modifier >
3. Qhunmng_mﬂm@,mn Haw;*ansnerveasbh&nd-tense}ywatched the

weather report for information abou%lrricanes Erick and Flossi@

4. An invitation from a)?{ofessor in Ohio to deliver th8 keynote address ted
accepte
came in a¢ mail. Edgar Martinez, director of undergraduate research\m.

\___8-foot by 7-foot ,

5. Hefound an m opening in t;e/cave. So, the experienced spelunker

went in. Members of the local cave explorer’s group\r%elected him president

sense
three times. However, that didn’t stop h\lm&'o'f panic as the water began rising.



DO NOT DISTRIBUTE TO STUDENTS BEFORE OR DURING THE CONTEST!

UIL COPY EDITING DISTRICT 2020

Part 3: In the space provided, edit the following news brief to make the wording clear, to eliminate wordiness as well
as any errors in AP style, grammar, spelling or punctuation. You do NOT have to rewrite the news brief. Make notes of
anything you believe needs clarification, additional research or additional reporting. PART 3 WILL BE USED ONLY

TO BREAK TIES.

You are editing the article to be published Friday, Feb. 8, 2020.

Notes for judges

Cutting out the lead as written is
a subjective decision.

In the first paragraph it says the
data was for the first half of the
year. Yet it was released on March
19. Something is wrong.

In the second paragraph it
says that wind and coal, which
together account for 43% of
energy, are dwarfed by natural
gas. So natural gas has to be
more than 14%.

Note the misspelling of Swift
in the final paragraph. That’s a
major error.

There are several ways to
punctuate the last sentence.

Students might note that this is a
one-source story.

Tips for judges

Part 3

This section is ONLY ranked to
break a tie in the combined scores
of parts 1and 2. Assign no points.

Judges should compare the papers
of students who tied, ranking
them accordingly.

When grading part 3, holistically
read the changes the student
indicated starting with the highest
level of editing. Remember, there
are multiple levels of copy editing.
* Highest level: Are there any legal
or ethical issues with the story?
* Middle level: Does the story uses
the right sources? Does it flow?
* Lowest level: Grammar, spelling,
punctuation, style

For the@ime since the Electric Reliability Council of Texas began

J
' | p— _ coal
collecting data on the statég fuel mix in the=year 2003, wind surpassm as

an energy source during the first half of this year, according to data released

March 15 2026. The E%T report shows that 2f the statég energy
was derived from wing,\overtaking coal b

) dominant
J
The slight shift doesn’t mean that wind energMn Texasv

. . . : .
fuel mix. The use of wind and coal is both dwarfed by natural gas, which
MUS/ cm'\- \4@ Ylgl’\}

accounts for aboui{14 percent of the state’s energy.
The change does, however, illustrate the steady growth of an industry that

)
has b}e{l on the r]ise for years, said Be=Andrew Swift, af#frofessor at Texas
)

Tech University’s National Wind Institute and itk /ésociahﬁ){rector of

){nd ergy Jducation. Swift said while building new coal plants requires a

are
significant investment, wind farms #§ more of an “incremental investme%

“There is §ot of new wind capacity going in as coal plants are getting

W p s, \ lisk
older,” S)*ift said. “IK hard to build new [coal plants]; its gﬁé,‘ it’s
A

expensive. You don’t know where public policy is going to be.”

Modified from “Not blowing smoke: Wind has overtaken ‘risky’ coal for energy use in Texas for the first time”
by Vandana Ravikumar, USA Today, July 24, 2019



A‘ WLy K@y DO NOT DISTRIBUTE TO STUDENTS BEFORE OR DURING THE CONTEST!

UNIVERSITY INTERSCHOLASTIC LEAGUE

COPY EDITING CONTEST
UIL COPY EDITING REGION 2020

DIRECTIONS: This test is divided into three sections. Write all your responses as indicated. You have 15 minutes.

PART 1: Circle the correct response. (1pt. each)
1. You have to go hear Twenty One Pilots perform.@/ Its / They’re an amazing group.

2. Itwas herho was running around in the rain looking for toads.

3. Iwant to get better at English grammer
4. Tt was a unforseen difficulty.

5 1 shoul of called my grandmother on her birthday.

6. The increase in sea level Wil aversely affect coastal states.

7. The solar activity won'’t effeCe computers.
8. The city’s newest and most-modern ospital opened yesterday.
9. He majored in biology and loves to SCUBA / S.C.U.B.A.ive.

10. Koda’s birthday i@ / August 28, the announcer proclaimed during morning

announcements.

11. According to the U.S. Drought Monitor, Webb and Zapa/ Counties are ina

state of severe drought.
12. The Houston Salsa Congress is a very popular Winter /estival.

13. Baltimore mayor @Bernard Young asked the federal government for resources

to clean up his city.

14. Either the tubas or the contrabass ﬂut@re in the locker.

Tips for judges

Part1 15. The administrators asked that the reporter talk to Saja and they efore
There is some subjectivity .

involved in all editing. If you running the story.

find an error in the answer key,
report it to the UIL office



Asnoer Key
UIL COPY EDITING REGION 2020

Notes to judges

In No. 3, every one is two
words when it means each
individual item.

In No. 3, robbery involves the
use of violence or threat in
committing larceny.

In No. 5, the actual name

of the corporation is the
National Railroad Passenger
Corporation, also known as
Amtrak.

Also in No. 5, as verbs the
difference between collide and
hit is that collide is to impact
directly, especially violently,
while hit is to strike .

Tips for judges
Part 2
There are four errors per item.

If fixing one error creates
another, it counts as one.

There is some subjectivity in
all editing. If a student finds
another “error” or rewrites a
sentence, the judges will have
to consider how to award
points.

This section is worth a
maximum of 10 points.

Part 2: Edit the following sentences to eliminate/correct FOUR (and only four)
errors in wordiness, AP style, grammar, spelling or punctuation in each of the five
statements below. Use clearly understood editing symbols. Judges will consider
only the first four corrections marked. Any others will be ignored. Compound
errors such as changing “First Lady” to “first lady” will be considered as one
error. (2 pts. each)

bear
1. In}dﬁstate New York, mmamm@kmm, tI}E'Marted
chasing the ﬁlrist[

2. The case of two U.S. teen tourists who bratedty killed an Italian police officer took
another turn with the revelation that the plaml clothes officer didn’t have his gun
the‘gmght he was fatally stabbed as part of what the tourists, who have claimed

their innoceMaid was a drug deal gone bad.

3. Evegf)\ne of the efforts in Datlrlla?tCounty to decriminalize poverty includes
e less
declining to’ﬁ"osecute fom of personal items Wort}m

$750 unless the crime was for financial gain, assuming no violence was involved.

4. As ahealtlRcare executive, the company president said a 200 increase in

deductibles is inevitable,and the increase will be a trending topic on social media

4

H

and thtyhternet.

collided with
5. The Amtrak Ge=train a truck around 5 p.m. Sunday in University Park, Illinois

V4

H

about 30 miles south of Chicag@. The truck driver died trying to go around

crossing gates.



DO NOT DISTRIBUTE TO STUDENTS BEFORE OR DURING THE CONTEST!

UIL COPY EDITING REGION 2020

Part 3: In the space provided, edit the following news brief to make the wording clear, to eliminate wordiness as well
as any errors in AP style, grammar, spelling or punctuation. You do NOT have to rewrite the news brief. Make notes of
anything you believe needs clarification, additional research or additional reporting. PART 3 WILL BE USED ONLY

TO BREAK TIES.

You are editing the news brief to be published Friday, Feb. 8, 2020.

Notes for judges

If there are 4 billion fibers per
square kilometer, there have to
be a lot more than 5.25 million
pieces.

Opinionated statements do

not belong in a news story. The
phrase, “but not particularly
useful in helping to solve the
problem,” however, is of some
importance to the idea of

the story. Maybe it could be
attributed to someone. Maybe it
could be reworded.

Students should question use of
one source, especially one source
that is barely credible.

Move attribution to be next to the
speaker in the fourth paragraph.

Tips for judges

Part 3

This section is ONLY ranked to
break a tie in the combined scores
of parts 1and 2. Assign no points.

Judges should compare the papers
of students who tied, ranking
them accordingly.

When grading part 3, holistically
read the changes the student
indicated starting with the highest
level of editing. The notes on the
side on the answer key indicate
higher levels of editing errors.
Those should be awarded more
value if the student fixes the
problem or indicates it should be
fixed.

There are 5.25 }t{lﬂlion pieces of plastic debris in the ocean. Of that mass, 269,000
tons float on the surface, while sombillion plastic microfibers per square
t ¢
kilometer liRr the deep sea, %ring on the sea floor. Hs-atet-of-juni-thatjast-decsnit
mecdtebethere

Scientists call these statistics the “wow factor” of ocean trash. The tallies,
d

published last year in three separate scientific papers, are useful in red-flagging the
E opinion? reword >
scope of the problem for the public n ril T ful in helping to solve the

problem.

Although scientists have known %ﬁ' decades about the accumulating mass of
ocean debris and it’s deadly consequences for seabirds, ﬁsfhband marine animals,
the scieash is young and full of as-yet unsolved mysteries. Almost
nothing was known about the amount of plastic in remote regions of the=ss)uthern

P—

_hemisphere, for example, until last year because few had ever traveled there

— - ?
to collect samples. valid source?
said ingle sourcg

“The first piece is to understand where it is,” Kara Lavender Law, g first-vear.
Massachusetts
ion in Woods Hole, mw

Indeed, until scientists learn more about where ocean trash is, how densely plastic

student of oceanography at the Sea Education Asstei

accumulates in different ocean ecosystems and how it degrades, they can’t really

H

calculate the damage i%s/causing.

MODIFIED FROM “Ocean Trash: 5.25 Trillion Pieces and Counting, but Big Questions Remain”
by Laura Parker, National Geographic, Jan. 11, 2015.



CONTESTANT NUMBER

Dil

UNIVERSITY INTERSCHOLASTIC LEAGUE

COPY EDITING
CONTEST

STATE 2020

FOR JUDGE’S USE
Points from PART 1 Points from PART 2
POINTS/15 POINTS/10 TOTAL POINTS

PART 3is ONLY ranked to
break a tie. No points are
assigned.

FINAL PLACE

FINAL PLACE

There should be no ties.



CONTESTANT NUMBER

COPY EDITING CONTEST

STATE 2020

DIRECTIONS: This test is divided into three sections. Write all your responses as indicated. You have 15 minutes.

PART 1: Circle the correct response. (1 pt. each)

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

School starts on Aug. 23 according to the calender / calendar the school board approved.
It was her / she who was elected senior class president.

The editor serves as the liaison / liason between the staff and the central administration.
Unfortunately / Unfortunatly, the spelling test was on Wednesday.

Orders by the Trump administration supersede / supercede those pushed through under

Obama.
There was more than one occurrence / occurance of trumpet players missing the B-natural.

The football team, riding high off a recent win, will attend its / it’s / their fifth consecutive

state championship game.
Read the newspaper. Then consider how current events affect / effect your life.
She will get her just desserts / deserts.

There were alligators on either / each side of the school in Sabine Pass. “Call us

‘Alligatorville’ if you will,” the writer proclaimed.

The hanger / hangar at the DFW airport is for painting and repairing planes that belong to

American Airlines.

Phil Danaher, a football coach / Coach in Corpus Christi, is one of the winningest football

coaches in the nation with a record of 432-108-4.
The Saranac Lake winter / Winter Carnival will be Jan. 31 — Feb. 9 this year.
Neither she nor I is /am/ are trying out for show choir.

The lead soprano in the choir, along with a few backup singers, play / plays the banjo.



CONTESTANT NUMBER

UIL COPY EDITING STATE 2020

Part 2: Edit the following sentences to eliminate/correct FOUR (and only
four) errors in wordiness, AP style, grammar, spelling or punctuation in

each of the five statements below. Use clearly understood editing symbols.
Judges will consider only the first four corrections marked. Any others will be
ignored. Compound errors such as changing “First Lady” to “first lady” will
be considered as one error. (2 pts. each)

1. While walking on the beach in HA, spitting out hot lava, my friend took

photos on his iphone as the volcanoe erupted.

2. It’s easy to see the difference between she and I. However, our birthdays
are the same - Jul. 17. We’re both 28 and African-American, but I am

transsexual.

3. Due to the affects of El Nino, the snowfall were heavy and the fire season
was fierce, more than twice as bad as last year. The fire came irregardless

of the monsoon rains.

4. After coming home to Minn. from Afghanistan, an enlisted lieut. in the U.S. Air
Force received an award — the Air Force Exceptional Service Award — from

congresswoman Ilhan Abdullahi Omar.

5. Police officer Eric Bartow, an officer with the Lakeway Police Dept., said
the danger posed by the chlorine gas, given that winds were blowing east
towards the city, prompted authorities to evacuate 3 thousand people from

750 homes within 3 miles of the derailment.



CONTESTANT NUMBER

UIL COPY EDITING STATE 2020

Part 3: In the space provided, edit the following news brief to make the wording clear, to eliminate
wordiness as well as any errors in AP style, grammar, spelling or punctuation. You do NOT have to
rewrite the news brief. Make notes of anything you believe needs clarification, additional research or
additional reporting. PART 3 WILL BE USED ONLY TO BREAK TIES.

You are editing the article to be published Sunday, May 3, 2020.

Reviewing new polling data, consultants working discretely for
President Trump’s 2020 campaign discovered an unsurprising obstacle to
winning support from 2 key demographic groups; millenials and suburban
woman. And that was his record on the environment. Everyone of the
consultants seemed surprised at what he found.

Trump boasted that Carbon Dioxide emissions in the U.S. have gone
down over the past decade, “more than any other country on earth.” But
while its true that Carbon emissions have declined by over 10 percent in
that time, over a dozen other countrys — including most of the EU — have
seen declines of more than two times that.

In a phonecall with reporters May 2, Scott Wheeler, the Administrator of
the Environmental Protection Agency, sited data going back to the Nixon
administration in describing the Trump administrations work in order to
improve the environment.

“There’s this factoid out they’re that the U.S. is a leader in reducing
emissions”, said Richard Newell, an African-American and president of
Resources for the Future, a political action committee created, according to
the organization’s Web site, “to get a democrat in the White House. “That
is just not true. It is disingenuous to both celabrate the decline in U.S. CO2
emissions at the same time that won promotes the use of coal power. You

can not have both.”

Modified from “Trump Saw Opportunity in Speech on Environment. Critics Saw a ““1984” Moment.””
by Katie Rogers and Coral Davenport in The New York Times, July 8, 2019.



Tips for judges

Part1
There is some subjectivity
involved in all editing. If you

find an error in the answer key,

report it to the UIL office

DO NOT DISTRIBUTE TO STUDENTS BEFORE OR DURING THE CONTEST!

UNIVERSITY INTERSCHOLASTIC LEAGUE

COPY EDITING CONTEST
UIL COPY EDITING STATE 2020

DIRECTIONS: This test is divided into three sections. Write all your responses as indicated. You have 15 minutes.

PART 1: Circle the correct response. (1 pt. each)

1.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

School starts on Aug. 23 according to the calender /he school board

approved.
It was he 461!3* ho was elected senior class president.

The editor serves as the liason between the staff and the central

administration.

Unfortunatly, the spelling test was on Wednesday.

Orders by the Trump administration/ supercede those pushed through

under Obama.

There was more than on occurance of trumpet players missing the
B-natural.

The football team, riding high off a recent win, will atteit’s / their fifth

consecutive state championship game.
Read the newspaper. Then consider how current eventeffect your life.

She will get her just dessert

There were alligators on eithe of the school in Sabine Pass. “Call us

‘Alligatorville’ if you will,” the writer proclaimed.

The hanger the DFW airport is for painting and repairing planes that

belong to American Airlines.

Phil Danaher, a footba Coach in Corpus Christi, is one of the winningest

football coaches in the nation with a record of 432-108-4.
The Saranac Lake winternival will be Jan. 31 — Feb. 9 this year.
Neither she nor Iis are trying out for show choir.

The lead soprano in the choir, along with a few backup singers, play he banjo.



Asnoer Key
UIL COPY EDITING STATE 2020

Notes to judges

Also in No. 2, no hyphen in any
usage for dual heritage terms
such as African American.

In No. 3, AP does not use
accent marks in EI Nifio.
“IDJo not use these marks in
English-language stories.”

In No. 5, distances always use
figures: He walked 4 miles.

Tips for judges
Part 2
There are four errors per item.

If fixing one error creates
another, it counts as one.

For example, in the fourth
sentence, removing “mutual”
requires the editor to change
“a” to “an.” That is all one
error.

There is some subjectivity in
all editing. If a student finds
another “error” or rewrites a
sentence, the judges will have
to consider how to award
points.

This section is worth a
maximum of 10 points.

Part 2: Edit the following sentences to eliminate/correct FOUR (and only four)
errors in wordiness, AP style, grammar, spelling or punctuation in each of the five
statements below. Use clearly understood editing symbols. Judges will consider
only the first four corrections marked. Any others will be ignored. Compound
errors such as changing “First Lady” to “first lady” will be considered as one
error. (2 pts. each)

1. While walking on the beach in@ itti , my friend took

—
—

photos on his ighone as the volcano%fupted.

her and me
2. It’s easy to see the difference betvm-i. However, our birthdays

transgender,
are the same - @7 . We’re both 28 and African;gnerican, but I amm.

e was
3. Dueto the\cﬁ‘fects of El Nino, the snowfall wéee heav%and the fire season

b
was fierce, more than twice as bad as last year. The fire came ‘iﬁ‘egardless

of the monsoon rains.

a lieutenant is commissioned, not enlisted
4. After coming home to@ from Afghanistan, an enlistedlieu) in the U.S. Air

Force received an award — the Air Force Exceptional Service Award — from

U.S. Rep.
eem IThan Abdullahi Omar.

5. Police officer Eric Bartow, an officer with the Lakewayﬁliaid

the danger posed by the chlorine gas, given that winds were blowing east
3
towards the city, prompted authorities to evacuate M{)eople from

750 homes within 3 miles of the derailment.



Aoswer Key
UIL COPY EDITING STATE 2020

Part 3: In the space provided, edit the following news brief to make the wording clear, to eliminate wordiness as well
as any errors in AP style, grammar, spelling or punctuation. You do NOT have to rewrite the news brief. Make notes of
anything you believe needs clarification, additional research or additional reporting. PART 3 WILL BE USED ONLY

TO BREAK TIES.

You are editing the article to be published Sunday, May 3, 2020.

. Reviewing new polling data, consultants working dlscre{tﬁy for
Notes for judges Donald spinion
, President Trump’s 2020 campaign discovered an unsurprising obstacle to
In the first paragraph, “they”
can be used instead of “he.”

. n
Arguments for using they/ winning support fro@ey demographic group%mllle%als and suburban

them as a singular sometimes e . .

arise with an indefinite pronoun womgn. And that was his record on the environment. Everyone ef=the-
(anyone, everyone, someone). they . tolre
And we don’t know the gender of eonsuitants seem rpri at what he found. Y% M

the consultants.

Trump boasted that ¢arbon ¢ioxide emissions in the U.S. have gone
This sentence could also be read
as “Every one of the consultants

) - down over the past decade, “more than any other country on earth.” But
seemed surprised....” I’d still =

y —
p—

argue for “they found” in light of e . .. . .

thg new AP st;llle rules. g while 1‘>s/ true that ¢arbon emissions have declined by over 10 in
AP style does NOT require that that time, over a dozen other countr)\s — including most of th@ have
U.S. be spelled out. It seems twice

logical to follow the rules of other seen declines of more than tﬂkwf'e-lﬁélee that.

acronyms and spell out on first Saturda Andrew
reference. Ina phorﬁzall with reporte};m,y_stemEfer, the 4dministrator of

AP style suggests using carbon
dioxide, not CO2. However, this is
a direct quotation.

the Environmental Protection Agency, §ited data going back to the Nixon

H
administration in describing the Trump administratioﬁ{ work i-erder to

Tips for judges improve the environment. lugb\Qy alwefr\iowa@ source; Loiased

Part 3 “There’s this factoid out the;;”e that the USS. i
This section is ONLY ranked to o

break a tie in the combined scores
of parts 1and 2. Assign no points.

leader in reducing

emissionsfbsaid Richar well, president of

Judges should compare the papers Resources for the Future, a political action committee created, according to
of students who tied, ranking

them accordingly. the organization’s %7 Jflte “to get a democrat in the White HouseVThat
When grading part 3, holistically is just not true. It is disingenuous to both celibrate the decline in U.S. CO2

read the changes the student
indicated starting with the highest

one
level of editing, Remernber, there emissions at the same time that wé® promotes the use of coal power. You

are multiple levels of copy editing. T

« Highest level: Are there any legal Ca%Ot have both.”
or ethical issues with the story?

« Middle level: Does the story uses Modified from “Trump Saw Opportunity in Speech on Environment. Critics Saw a ‘1984’ Moment.”
the right sources? Does it flow? by Katie Rogers and Coral Davenport in The New York Times, July 8, 2019.

* Lowest level: Grammar, spelling,
punctuation, style





