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CO PY  E D I T I N G
CO N T E ST

S TAT E  2 0 2 2
This test is produced, and should be graded,  

using the 2020-2022 Associated Press Stylebook  
in print or updated on or before May 27, 2020 online.

Students may use the AP Stylebook, dictionary and/or thesaurus  
during the exam.

FOR JUDGE’S USE 

Points from PART 1

__________________ 
POINTS/15

Points from PART 2

__________________ 
POINTS/10

__________________ 
TOTAL POINTS 

FINAL PLACE

__________________ 
FINAL PLACE

Part 3 is used ONLY in case of 
tie. Rank them in order, but do 
not assign points.

There should be no ties.
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R E CO M M E N D E D 
E D I T I N G  M A R KS

Students should use clearly understood editing symbols. 

Students will NOT be penalized for using other symbols. It is up to the 
judges to determine if marks are “clearly understood.”

indent for paragraph

paragraph

no paragraph

transpose

use figures

spell out

abbreviate

don’t abbreviate

uppercase

lowercase

remove space

insert space

ignore correction

insert word

delete

insert comma

insert apostrophe

insert quotation marks

insert period

insert hyphen

insert dash

LEAGUETOWN, TEXAS — The organization 

said Thursday. It was the first and last 

attempts.

With this the president tried 

the Jones Smith company is not 

over a period of  sixty or more years

there were 5 in the group.

former Governor Perry attended

The Tx. man was the guest of

prince charles said it was his

as a result This will be

the ac cuser pointed to them

Inthese times it is necessary

The order for the later devices

The ruling a fine example

according to the this source.
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	 CO N T E STA N T  N U M B E R  __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

CO P Y  E D I T I N G  C O N T E S T
S TAT E  2 0 2 2 

DIRECTIONS: This test is divided into three sections. Write all your responses as indicated. You have 15 minutes.

PART 1: Circle the correct response. (1 pt. each)

1.	 Sorry, I can’t go out tonight—I’m feeling nauseous / nauseaus / nauseated. 

2.	 I am going to garnish / garnishee the hors d’oeuvres.

3.	 “Drink your / you’re medication,” urges the label of  one fruity tonic.

4.	 On March / Mar. 31, 2019, temperatures reached 42 degrees Fahrenheit, 30 

degrees above normal.

5.	 Everyone / Every one of  the clues was worthless.

6.	 The pastor made reference to the Holy Ghost / holy ghost / Holy Spirit / holy spirit.

7.	 Also known as thermonuclear bombs, Hydrogen bombs / hydrogen bombs / 

H-bombs have no theoretical size limit.

8.	 Avoid connecting to random Wi-Fi / wi-fi / wifi / WiFi networks.

9.	 Police Chief / chief Tim Gannon announced he was departing.

10.	 Queen Elizabeth II began her reign / rein / rain in 1952.

11.	 Cities on the west coast / West Coast are moving to expand all transportation 

networks.

12.	 The Empire State Building is at 350 Fifth / 5th / fifth Ave.

13.	 Neither Molly nor the Jackson twins delivered his / their subpoenas.

14.	 A Scandanavian Airlines jet with 75 people aboard caught fire when an engine 

exploded during takeoff / take off / take-off.

15.	 The pilgrimage to Mecca, the Hajj / hajj, is required once in a lifetime for every 

Muslim.TOTAL ______/15



	 CO N T E STA N T  N U M B E R  __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

0	 ½	 1	 1 ½	 2

0	 ½	 1	 1 ½	 2

POINTS

0	 ½	 1	 1 ½	 2

0	 ½	 1	 1 ½	 2

0	 ½	 1	 1 ½	 2

TOTAL ______/10

UIL COPY EDITING STATE 2022
PART 2: Edit the following sentences to eliminate/correct FOUR (and only four) errors in wordiness, AP style, grammar, 
spelling or punctuation in each of the five statements below. Use clearly understood editing symbols. Spelling errors 
should be corrected, not simply marked for correction. Judges will consider only the first four corrections marked. Any 
others will be ignored. Compound errors such as changing “First Lady” to “first lady” will be considered as one error. 
(2 pts. each)

1.	 On the twentieth anniversary of  the 9/11 attacks by al-Qaida last fall, the 

nearby AFB will be closed from 6 am until midnight.

2.	 The Republican gubernatorial candidate canvased likely voters to gage 

support for his ideas, he was leary of  what his opponent would do.

3.	 Neither asylum seekers from Central America or those with temporary 

protected status is safe from deportation, according to US laws held up by 

precedant.

4.	 Call it the “Yahoo rule”. Valued at $23 billion, the Internet companies failure to 

give Alibaba to shareholders could be a boon for future seperations. 

5.	 Hate incidents against Asian-Americans has risen since the start of  the 

COVID-19 endemic, leaving Asians nationwide scared and frustrated. President 

Joe Biden signed a bi-partisan law to “stop the hatred and the bias.”



	 CO N T E STA N T  N U M B E R  __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

UIL COPY EDITING STATE 2022
PART 3: In the space provided, edit the following news brief to make the wording clear, to eliminate wordiness as well 
as any errors in AP style, grammar, spelling or punctuation. You do NOT have to rewrite the news brief. Make notes of 
anything you believe needs clarification, additional research or additional reporting. PART 3 WILL BE USED ONLY  
TO BREAK TIES BUT IS REQUIRED. If you do not make any effort on Part 3, your test will NOT be considered in the event 
of a tie.

You are editing for the Saturday, May 7, 2022, issue of the Leaguetown School Press in Leaguetown Texas.

Nolan Barrera ruined what would have been a terrific storybook ending.

The Eagles, a program regarded as one of  the best in TX., took advantage 

of  some early loose play and some ineffective pitching and defeated neophyte 

Leaguetown, nine to six, in the class AA baseball championship game in Arlington.

The game marked the end of  Leaguetown coach Jeff  Garcia’s 24-year career. It 

was the darkhorse team’s first appearance in the State Championship game, but 

they played in semi-final games three times in five years.

Leaguetown, making the school’s first state tournament final appearance, went 

down in never give up fashion, battling back from an eight to two deficit after three 

ennings to make a game of  it.

The end came with the potential tying run on-deck after a double off  the left field 

wall by centerfielder Brandon Alaniz drove in two runs in the bottom of  the 7th 

inning, putting the Lobos to within the final 3-run difference.

“There was some tension on that bench,” said a tournament official stationed 

in the Lobos dug out. “At one point, the players we’re fighting over there black eye 

make up that helps the players see in the bright sunlight.”

Bowers, who hit the first homerun of  the tourney in Friday’s six to two  

semi-final win over Sam Houston Academy, fully expected another come-from-

behind win that would have duplicated regional wins over Community Highschool 

and Austin Highschool.

Garcia said he will retire at the end of  the season, so this was his last game. He 

and his husband Darnell said they plan to move to the rust belt to open a computer 

market place for teachers. “I just need a change,” he said.

Modified from a story originally published June 2, 2012 on Cleveland.com.



Answer KeyDO NOT DISTRIBUTE TO STUDENTS BEFORE OR DURING THE CONTEST!

Notes for judges

No. 6 — Holy Spirit  Preferred 
over Holy Ghost in most usage.

Tips for judges

Part 1
There is some subjectivity 
involved in all editing. If you find 
an error in the answer key, report 
it to the UIL office

CO P Y  E D I T I N G  C O N T E S T
S TAT E  2 0 2 2 

DIRECTIONS: This test is divided into three sections. Write all your responses as indicated. You have 15 minutes.

PART 1: Circle the correct response. (1 pt. each)

1.	 Sorry, I can’t go out tonight—I’m feeling nauseous / nauseaus / nauseated. 

2.	 I am going to garnish / garnishee the hors d’oeuvres.

3.	 “Drink your / you’re medication,” urges the label of  one fruity tonic.

4.	 On March / Mar. 31, 2019, temperatures reached 42 degrees Fahrenheit, 30 

degrees above normal.

5.	 Everyone / Every one of  the clues was worthless.

6.	 The pastor made reference to the Holy Ghost / holy ghost / Holy Spirit / holy spirit.

7.	 Also known as thermonuclear bombs, Hydrogen bombs / hydrogen bombs / 

H-bombs have no theoretical size limit.

8.	 Avoid connecting to random Wi-Fi / wi-fi / wifi / WiFi networks.

9.	 Police Chief / chief Tim Gannon announced he was departing.

10.	 Queen Elizabeth II began her rein / reign / rain in 1952.

11.	 Cities on the west coast / West Coast are moving to expand all transportation 

networks.

12.	 The Empire State Building is at 350 Fifth / 5th / fifth Ave.

13.	 Neither Molly nor the Jackson twins delivered his / their subpoenas.

14.	 A Scandanavian Airlines jet with 75 people aboard caught fire when an engine 

exploded during takeoff / take off / take-off.

15.	 The pilgrimage to Mecca, the Hajj / hajj, is required once in a lifetime for every 

Muslim.



Answer KeyDO NOT DISTRIBUTE TO STUDENTS BEFORE OR DURING THE CONTEST!

Notes to judges

No. 2 — The student could also 
put a semicolon after “ideas” or 
could add a conjunction.

Tips for judges

Part 2

There are four errors per item. 

If fixing one error creates 
another, it counts as one. 

There is some subjectivity in all 
editing. If a student finds another 
“error” or rewrites a sentence, 
the judges will have to consider 
how to award points.

This section is worth a maximum 
of 10 points.

UIL COPY EDITING STATE 2022
PART 2: Edit the following sentences to eliminate/correct FOUR (and only four) errors in wordiness, AP style, grammar, 
spelling or punctuation in each of the five statements below. Use clearly understood editing symbols. Spelling errors 
should be corrected, not simply marked for correction. Judges will consider only the first four corrections marked. Any 
others will be ignored. Compound errors such as changing “First Lady” to “first lady” will be considered as one error. 
(2 pts. each)

1.	 On the twentieth anniversary of  the 9/11 attacks by al-Qaida last fall, the 

nearby AFB will be closed from 6 am until midnight.

2.	 The Republican gubernatorial candidate canvased likely voters to gage 

support for his ideas, he was leary of  what his opponent would do.

3.	 Neither asylum seekers from Central America or those with temporary 

protected status is safe from deportation, according to US laws held up by 

precedant.

4.	 Call it the “Yahoo rule”. Valued at $23 billion, the Internet companies failure to 

give Alibaba to shareholders could be a boon for future seperations. 

5.	 Hate incidents against Asian-Americans has risen since the start of  the 

COVID-19 endemic, leaving Asians nationwide scared and frustrated. President 

Joe Biden signed a bi-partisan law to “stop the hatred and the bias.”
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Answer KeyDO NOT DISTRIBUTE TO STUDENTS BEFORE OR DURING THE CONTEST!

UIL COPY EDITING STATE 2022
PART 3: In the space provided, edit the following news brief to make the wording clear, to eliminate wordiness as well 
as any errors in AP style, grammar, spelling or punctuation. You do NOT have to rewrite the news brief. Make notes of 
anything you believe needs clarification, additional research or additional reporting. PART 3 WILL BE USED ONLY  
TO BREAK TIES BUT IS REQUIRED. If you do not make any effort on Part 3, your test will NOT be considered in the event 
of a tie.

You are editing for the Saturday, May 7, 2022, issue of the Leaguetown School Press in Leaguetown Texas.
Notes for judges

¶1 Good feature story lead, but 
the writer never comes back to 
Barrera.

¶2 and ¶3 If Class 2A Baseball 
Championship Game isn’t 
a proper noun the state 
championship in ¶3 certainly 
isn’t. Be consistent.

¶3 At the beginning of the third 
line, the pronoun “they” refers 
to the team, a collective noun. 
There are several ways to fix this. 
One is presented here.

¶9 Some students may try to 
put the retirement higher in the 
story. It probably does warrant 
being higher than in the last 
paragraph.

Tips for judges

Part 3
This section is ranked to break 
a tie in the combined scores of 
parts 1 and 2. Assign no points.

Judges should compare the 
papers of students who tied, 
ranking them accordingly.

However, it is required. Students 
who do not make any effort on 
Part 3 will not be considered in 
the event of a tie. However, they 
will not be disqualified.

When grading part 3, holistically 
read the changes the student 
indicated starting with the 
highest level of editing. 
Remember, there are multiple 
levels of copy editing.
•	Highest level: Are there any 

legal or ethical issues with the 
story?

•	Middle level: Does the story 
uses the right sources? Does 
it flow? 

•	Lowest level: Grammar, 
spelling, punctuation, style

Nolan Barrera ruined what would have been a terrific storybook ending.

The Eagles, a program regarded as one of  the best in TX., took advantage 

of  some early loose play and some ineffective pitching and defeated neophyte 

Leaguetown, nine to six, in the class AA baseball championship game in Arlington.

The game marked the end of  Leaguetown coach Jeff  Garcia’s 24-year career.  

It was the darkhorse team’s first appearance in the State Championship game, but 

they played in semi-final games three times in five years.

Leaguetown, making the school’s first state tournament final appearance, went 

down in never give up fashion, battling back from an eight to two deficit after three 

ennings to make a game of  it.

The end came with the potential tying run on-deck after a double off  the left field 

wall by centerfielder Brandon Alaniz drove in two runs in the bottom of  the 7th 

inning, putting the Lobos to within the final 3-run difference.

“There was some tension on that bench,” said a tournament official stationed 

in the Lobos dug out. “At one point, the players we’re fighting over there black eye 

make up that helps the players see in the bright sunlight.”

Bowers, who hit the first homerun of  the tourney in Friday’s six to two  

semi-final win over Sam Houston Academy, fully expected another come-from-

behind win that would have duplicated regional wins over Community Highschool 

and Austin Highschool.

Garcia said he will retire at the end of  the season, so this was his last game. He 

and his husband Darnell said they plan to move to the rust belt to open a computer 

market place for teachers. “I just need a change,” he said.

Modified from a story originally published June 2, 2012 on Cleveland.com.

This seems out of place.
The reporter doesn’t refer back to Barrera.
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