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	 CO N T E STA N T  N U M B E R  __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

PART 1: Circle the correct response. (1 pt. each)

1.	 The council took a lot of  flack / flak for supporting a stricter stay-at-home policy.

2.	 Today’s bulbs come in several types: compact florescent / fluorescent and LED.

3.	 It was the recent death of  a German scuba / S.C.U.B.A. / SCUBA / self-contained underwater 

breathing apparatus diver that finally raised a red flag in Florida.

4.	 The sixth-grader says he feels bad / badly about bullying.

5.	 U.S. Rep. John Ratcliffe, a Heath Republican, was nominated  

as director of national intelligence / Director of National Intelligence.

6.	 Little Richard did not invent rock ‘n roll / rock n roll / rock-and-roll / rock ‘n’ roll.

7.	 The North Carolina and Georgia senates / Senates passed resolutions approving  

mail-in ballots.

8.	 In the west / West, wildfires caused by lightning have been growing bigger and occurring 

more frequently

9.	 The three corporate executives agreed between / among themselves to take pay cuts.

10.	 North Carolina legislators unlawfully gerrymandered / jerrymandered voting districts.

11.	 Anti-KKK signs were laid / layed on the sidewalk ahead of  a white supremacist rally across 

from the state Capitol building.

12.	 Imani said it was she / her who would play the lead, Eliza Hamilton.

13.	 If  doctors give fewer / less of  the medication, more people can get at least some.

14.	 Facebook’s digital currency, Libra / libra, could spin up an entire shadow banking system.

15.	 Early in the pandemic, older adults / senior citizens / the elderly were told to stay at home.

CO P Y  E D I T I N G  C O N T E S T
S TAT E  2 0 2 1 

DIRECTIONS: This test is divided into three sections. Write all your responses as indicated. You have 15 minutes.



	 CO N T E STA N T  N U M B E R  __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

UIL COPY EDITING STATE 2021
Part 2: Edit the following sentences to eliminate/correct FOUR (and only four) errors in 
wordiness, AP style, grammar, spelling or punctuation in each of the five statements below. 
Use clearly understood editing symbols. Judges will consider only the first four corrections 
marked. Any others will be ignored. Compound errors such as changing “First Lady” to “first 
lady” will be considered as one error. (2 pts. each)

1.	 The desktop home page of  the New York Times is a consistent place to connect 

with the news each day. When studying current events, they were  

part of  the gameplan of  success.

2.	 Six patients are currently in the hospital due to coronavirus. 31 have recovered 

and are looking towards going back to school and work.

3.	 Jeb Stuart Magruder, who acted as deputy director of  the president’s 1972  

re-election campaign,  is won of  a handful of  Nixon aids who almost certainly 

knew the motive for the Watergate break in.

4.	 The World Food Program (WFP) was awarded the Noble Peace Prize for its efforts 

to combat a surge in global hunger amid the pandemic. Committee members  

said that work by the organization, a U.N. agency, to efficiently address hunger 

had laid the foundations for peace in nations ravaged by war.

5.	 Without live sports to cover, Mr. Nick Heath, a freelance rugby commentator, 

has turned to covering every day life in London. The Australia national rugby 

union team, the Wallabies, in nine Rugby World Cups, winning the final on two 

occasions and also finishing as runner up twice.

0	 ½	 1	 1 ½	 2

0	 ½	 1	 1 ½	 2

POINTS

0	 ½	 1	 1 ½	 2

0	 ½	 1	 1 ½	 2

0	 ½	 1	 1 ½	 2

TOTAL ______/10



	 CO N T E STA N T  N U M B E R  __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

UIL COPY EDITING STATE 2021
Part 3: In the space provided, edit the following news brief to make the wording clear, to eliminate 
wordiness as well as any errors in AP style, grammar, spelling or punctuation. You do NOT have to 
rewrite the news brief. Make notes of anything you believe needs clarification, additional research or 
additional reporting. PART 3 WILL BE USED ONLY TO BREAK TIES.

You are editing the article to be published Saturday, May 1, 2021.

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP) — The ISS was a cramped, humid, puny,  

three rooms when the first crew moved in. 20 years and 241 visiters later, the  

complex a lookout tower, 3 toilets, 6 sleeping compartments and 12 rooms,  

more or less, orbiting 250,000 miles above the planet at 17,227 mph.

And, for about two decades, a steady stream of  people living their.

Astronauts from 19 countries have floated through the station hatches,  

including many repete visitors who arrived on shuttles for short-term  

construction work, and several tourists who paid their own way.

Instalations and repairs took hours at the space station, vs minutes on the  

ground, Krikalev recalled.

“Each day seemed to have it’s own set of  challenges,” Sheppherd voiced  

during a NASA panel discussion with his crewmates.

The first crew — American Alan Shepherd and Russians Sergei Krikalev  

and Yuri Gidzenko — blasted off  from Kazakhstan on Oct. 31, 2020. Two days  

later, they swung open the station doors, clasping they’re hands in unity.

The space station has sense morphed into a complex thats almost as long  

as a football field, with eight miles of  electrical wiring, an acre of  solar  

panels and 3 high tech labs.

“Its 500 tons of  stuff  zooming around in space, most of  which never  

touched each other until it got up there and bolted up,” Shepherd said. “And  

it’s all run for twenty years with almost no big problems.”

Modified from “Space station marking 20 years of people living in orbit” by Marcia Dunn, Associated Press, Oct. 30, 2020.



DO NOT DISTRIBUTE TO STUDENTS BEFORE OR DURING THE CONTEST!Answer Key

PART 1: Circle the correct response. (1 pt. each)

1.	 The council took a lot of  flack / flak for supporting a stricter stay-at-home policy.

2.	 Today’s bulbs come in several types: compact florescent / fluorescent and LED.

3.	 It was the recent death of  a German scuba / S.C.U.B.A. / SCUBA / self-contained 

underwater breathing apparatus diver that finally raised a red flag in Florida.

4.	 The sixth-grader says he feels bad / badly about bullying.

5.	 U.S. Rep. John Ratcliffe, a Heath Republican, was nominated  

as director of national intelligence / Director of National Intelligence.

6.	 Little Richard did not invent rock 'n roll / rock n roll / rock-and-roll / rock 'n' roll.

7.	 The North Carolina and Georgia senates / Senates passed resolutions approving  

mail-in ballots.

8.	 In the west / West, wildfires caused by lightning have been growing bigger and 

occurring more frequently

9.	 The three corporate executives agreed between / among themselves to take pay cuts.

10.	 North Carolina legislators unlawfully gerrymandered / jerrymandered voting districts.

11.	 Anti-KKK signs were laid / layed on the sidewalk ahead of  a white supremacist rally 

across from the state Capitol building.

12.	 Imani said it was she / her who would play the lead, Eliza Hamilton.

13.	 If  doctors give fewer / less of  the medication, more people can get at least some.

14.	 Facebook’s digital currency, Libra / libra, could spin up an entire shadow banking 

system.

15.	 Early in the pandemic, older adults / senior citizens / the elderly were told to stay at 

home.

U N I V E R S I T Y  I N T E R S C H O L A ST I C  L E AG U E

CO P Y  E D I T I N G  C O N T E S T
UIL COPY EDITING STATE 2021

DIRECTIONS: This test is divided into three sections. Write all your responses as indicated. You have 15 minutes.

Notes for judges

No. 4 Feel bad is the 
grammatically correct version 
when describing that you 
don’t feel well physically or 
emotionally. “Feel,” like all 
other sense verbs, can double 
as an action verb or a “linking 
verb,” where it connects 
the subject with a clause 
describing the subject.

Tips for judges

Part 1
There is some subjectivity 
involved in all editing. If you 
find an error in the answer key, 
report it to the UIL office



Answer KeyDO NOT DISTRIBUTE TO STUDENTS BEFORE OR DURING THE CONTEST!

UIL COPY EDITING STATE 2021
Part 2: Edit the following sentences to eliminate/correct FOUR (and only four) errors in 
wordiness, AP style, grammar, spelling or punctuation in each of the five statements below. Use 
clearly understood editing symbols. Judges will consider only the first four corrections marked. 
Any others will be ignored. Compound errors such as changing “First Lady” to “first lady” will be 
considered as one error. (2 pts. each)

1.	 The desktop home page of  the New York Times is a consistent place to connect  

with the news each day. When studying current events, they were  

part of  the gameplan of  success.

2.	 Six patients are currently in the hospital due to coronavirus. 31 have recovered  

and are looking towards going back to school and work.

3.	 Jeb Stuart Magruder, who acted as deputy director of  the president’s 1972  

re-election campaign,  is won of  a handful of  Nixon aids who almost  

certainly knew the motive for the Watergate break in.

4.	 The World Food Program (WFP) was awarded the Noble Peace Prize for its efforts  

to combat a surge in global hunger amid the pandemic. Committee members  

said that work by the organization, a U.N. agency, to efficiently address hunger  

had laid the foundations for peace in nations ravaged by war.

5.	 Without live sports to cover, Mr. Nick Heath, a freelance rugby commentator,  

has turned to covering every day life in London. The Australia national rugby  

union team, the Wallabies, in nine Rugby World Cups, winning the final on two 

occasions and also finishing as runner up twice.

UIL COPY EDITING STATE 2021

Notes to judges

No. 2 Another solution 
to putting “the” before 
coronavirus is to substitute 
COVID-19 for coronavirus. Then 
you don’t need the “the.”

No. 4 That usually may be 
omitted when a dependent 
clause immediately follows a 
form of the verb to say.

No. 5 The last sentence is 
incomplete. One suggested 
way to fix it is to add a verb. 

Tips for judges

Part 2

There are four errors per item. 

If fixing one error creates 
another, it counts as one. 

There is some subjectivity in 
all editing. If a student finds 
another “error” or rewrites a 
sentence, the judges will have 
to consider how to award 
points.

This section is worth a 
maximum of 10 points.
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DO NOT DISTRIBUTE TO STUDENTS BEFORE OR DURING THE CONTEST!Answer Key

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP) — The ISS was a cramped, humid, puny, 

three rooms when the first crew moved in. 20 years and 241 visiters later, the 

complex a lookout tower, 3 toilets, 6 sleeping compartments and 12 rooms, 

more or less, orbiting 250,000 miles above the planet at 17,227 mph.

And, for about two decades, a steady stream of  people living their.

Astronauts from 19 countries have floated through the station hatches, 

including many repete visitors who arrived on shuttles for short-term 

construction work, and several tourists who paid their own way.

Instalations and repairs took hours at the space station, vs minutes on the 

ground, Krikalev recalled.

“Each day seemed to have it’s own set of  challenges,” Sheppherd voiced 

during a NASA panel discussion with his crewmates.

The first crew — American Alan Shepherd and Russians Sergei Krikalev 

and Yuri Gidzenko — blasted off  from Kazakhstan on Oct. 31, 2020. Two days 

later, they swung open the station doors, clasping they’re hands in unity.

The space station has sense morphed into a complex thats almost as long 

as a football field, with eight miles of  electrical wiring, an acre of  solar 

panels and 3 high tech labs.

“Its 500 tons of  stuff  zooming around in space, most of  which never 

touched each other until it got up there and bolted up,” Shepherd said. “And 

it’s all run for twenty years with almost no big problems.”

Modified from “Space station marking 20 years of people living in orbit” by Marcia Dunn, Associated Press, 
Oct. 30, 2020.

UIL COPY EDITING STATE 2021
Part 3: In the space provided, edit the following news brief to make the wording clear, to eliminate wordiness as well 
as any errors in AP style, grammar, spelling or punctuation. You do NOT have to rewrite the news brief. Make notes of 
anything you believe needs clarification, additional research or additional reporting. PART 3 WILL BE USED ONLY  
TO BREAK TIES.

You are editing the article to be published Saturday, May 1, 2021.

Notes for judges

The moon is only 238,900 miles 
from Earth.

Rear Admiral ALAN Shepard 
Jr. was an American astronaut, 
naval aviator, test pilot, and 
businessman. In 1961, he became 
the first American to travel into 
space, and in 1971, he walked on 
the Moon.

William “BILL” Shepherd is an 
American former Navy SEAL, 
aerospace, ocean, and mechanical 
engineer, and NASA astronaut 
who served as Commander of 
Expedition 1, the first crew on the 
International Space Station.

Tips for judges

Part 3
This section is ONLY ranked to 
break a tie in the combined scores 
of parts 1 and 2. Assign no points.

Judges should compare the papers 
of students who tied, ranking 
them accordingly.

When grading part 3, holistically 
read the changes the student 
indicated starting with the highest 
level of editing. Remember, there 
are multiple levels of copy editing.
•	Highest level: Are there any legal 

or ethical issues with the story?
•	Middle level: Does the story uses 

the right sources? Does it flow? 
•	Lowest level: Grammar, spelling, 

punctuation, style
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