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W O R T H  N O T I N G …   

I N  N O V E M B E R ,  2 0 0 2 ,  T H E  N AT I O N A L  G E O G R A P H I C  S O C I E T Y  

R E P O R T E D  T H AT  O N LY  1 7  P E R C E N T  O F  A M E R I C A N S  B E T W E E N  

T H E  A G E S  O F  1 8 - 2 4  C O U L D  F I N D  A F G H A N I S TA N ,  I S R A E L ,  I R A N  

O R  I R A Q  O N  A N  U N L A B E L E D  M A P  O F  T H E  W O R L D .  E V E N  M O R E  

D I S T R E S S I N G ,  O N E  I N  1 0  C O U L D  F I N D  N E I T H E R  T E X A S  N O R  

C A L I F O R N I A  O N  A N  U N L A B E L E D  M A P  O F  T H E  U . S .



A N D  N O T  M U C H  H A S  

C H A N G E D  S I N C E  T H E N .



“ I  D O N ’ T  T H I N K  [ S T U D E N T S  T O D A Y ]  A R E  L E S S  

I N F O R M E D  T H A N  P R E C E D I N G  G E N E R A T I O N S .  

T H E Y  A R E  J U S T  L E S S  I N F O R M E D  I N  G E N E R A L . ”  

D A V I D  H A Z I N S K I ,  A S S O C I A T E  P R O F E S S O R  

G R A D Y  C O L L E G E  O F  J O U R N A L I S M  A N D  M A S S  

C O M M U N I C A T I O N ,  2 0 1 3



“ A  V I B R A N T  D E M O C R A C Y  D E P E N D S  O N  A  W E L L -

I N F O R M E D  C I T I Z E N R Y.  A S  T H E  W O R L D  G E T S  

S M A L L E R ,  A S  T H E  W O R D  G E T S  M O R E  

I N T E R C O N N E C T E D ,  T H E  T H I N G S  T H A T  A R E  G O I N G  

O N  I N  O T H E R  C O U N T R I E S  W I L L  A F F E C T  T H E M  T O O . ”  

C Y N T H I A ,  V I S I T I N G  P R O F E S S O R  G R A D Y  C O L L E G E  O F  

J O U R N A L I S M  A N D  M A S S  C O M M U N I C A T I O N ,  2 0 1 3



P O L I T I C A L  K N O W L E D G E  

C O U L D  N A M E Percent 1989 Percent 2007

N A M E  V I C E  P R E S I D E N T 74 69

S TAT E ’ S  G O V E R N O R 74 66

PA R T Y  C O N T R O L L I N G  
H O U S E

68 76

Source: Public Knowledge Of Current 
Affairs Little Changed By News And 
Information Revolutions, April 2007



N E W S  S O U R C E

Percent In High Knowledge Group

D A I LY  S H O W / C O L B E R T  R E P O R T 54

N E W S PA P E R  W E B S I T E S 54

N P R 51

L O C A L  D A I LY  N E W S PA P E R 43

C N N 41

L O C A L  T V  N E W S 35
Source: Public Knowledge Of Current Affairs Little 

Changed By News And Information Revolutions, April 2007



Y O U N G E R  A M E R I C A N S   

( A G E S  1 8  T O  3 4 )  A R E  N O T   

A S  K N O W L E D G E  A B O U T  T H E  N E W S   

A S  A R E  O L D E R  A M E R I C A N S .  

Source: Younger People Less Knowledgeable, April 2009



A B O U T  T H E  C O N T E S T                             

• 40 objective questions  

• Essay (10 points) 

• 60 minutes 

• Top score individual (objective plus 
essay) 

• Top score team (objective only; top 
three individuals constitute team 
score)



W H O  M AY  E N T E R ?

• School may enter four students at 
district.  

• Three individuals advance from district  
to regional to state.  

• Four members of winning team 
advance.



Write a sample current issues 
and events question on the card.

R E T U R N    I T    A T    T H E    E N D.



W H AT  A R E A S  W I L L  Y O U  C O V E R ?

• War and conflict 

• Politics 

• Health 

• Science/technology 

• Economics (economy, 
deficit, unemployment) 

• Media 

• Crime 

• Education 

• Environment 

• Awards /Honors (not 
entertainment)



E L E M E N T S  O F  N E W S

• Timeliness — when? 

• Conflict — political, ideological, cultural 

• Consequence — what? why is it important? 

• Prominence — who? 

• Proximity — where? how? 

• Oddity — unusual events that make the news 

• Human Interest — newsmakers in a more 
human role



W H O  Q U E S T I O N

Who is Jorge Mario Bergoglio? 
!

A. Cardinal and Archbishop in New York City 

B. Obama fund-raiser charged with fraud and violating 
campaign-finance laws 

C. First Hispanic on the U.S. Supreme Court 

D. Pope Francis of Assisi 
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W H O  Q U E S T I O N

Ann Johns, senior lecturer in the Department of Art and 
Art History at the University of Texas, received an 
apology note from which political leader? 
!

A. John Boehner 

B. Hillary Clinton 

C. Rick Perry 

D. Barack Obama

https://www.utexas.edu/finearts/aah/about/people/ann-johns
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apology note from which political leader? 
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JANUARY 30, 2014 — President Barack Obama told employees at 
a manufacturing plant last month that “folks can make a lot more 
potentially with skilled manufacturing or the trades than they might 
with an art history degree,” he immediately countered by adding, 
“Nothing wrong with art history degree. I love art history. I don’t 
want to get a bunch of emails from everybody.” 

Ann Johns, senior lecturer in the Department of Art and Art History 
at the University of Texas at Austin, saw an opportunity to clarify 
some misconceptions about her field. 

“I wanted to dispel any notion that art history is frivolous, and I 
wanted to dispel the notion that we are elitists,” Johns said.

https://www.utexas.edu/finearts/aah/about/people/ann-johns




W H E R E  Q U E S T I O N

Russia pulled most of its 40,000 forces away from the 
border of this country, a withdrawal the U.S. had been 
demanding for a long time after tensions continued to 
rise in the region. 
!

A. Ukraine 

B. Belarus 

C. Poland 

D. Iraq
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W H AT  Q U E S T I O N

According to scientists, what is the most likely cause of 
the baffling plague that destroyed thousands of U.S. 
honeybee colonies as part of what is known as Colony 
Collapse Disorder?  
!

A. climate change 
B. a virus, possibly imported from china or Australia 
C. pesticides 
D. parasites
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W H I C H  Q U E S T I O N

According to a Government Accountability Office report 
released this spring, the Pentagon plans to destroy 
more than $1 billion worth of which of the following?  
!

A. documents related to spying on American civilians 

B. nuclear weapons housed in Midwest silos 

C. ammunition, including bullets and missiles 

D. overseas troop housing
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W H I C H  Q U E S T I O N

The 2013 Texas Legislature passed more than 1,400 
bills. About a dozen of them took effect in the fall of 
2014. Which of the following was NOT one of these 
laws? 
!
A. HB3896 revamping oversight of Jack County Hospital 

B. HB1245 which allowed personnel working with attorneys to 
participate in educational programs already funded for judges 

C. HB5 which required the State Board of Education to have six 
advanced career and technology education courses approved. 

D. HB2 which required abortion clinics to meet the same standards as 
ambulatory surgical centers.
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N O  C E L E B R I T Y  Q U E S T I O N S

What was Lindsay Lohan’s excuse for being arrested for 
cocaine possession and DWI? 
!

A. No one is perfect. 

B. I was overtired and working myself to death. 

C. The drugs weren’t mine.  

D. all of the above



N O  C E L E B R I T Y  Q U E S T I O N S

Who cares? 







N O  I M P O S S I B L E  S T U F F

Argentina’s ruling left-leaning coalition has chosen its 
candidate for the October presidential elections.  
Who is it? 

!

A. First lady Christina Fernandez de Kirchener 

B. Gen. Javier Lozano Alarcon 

C. Economy Minister Domingo Cavallo 

D. Buenos Aires Governor Carlos Ruckauf
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N O  N U M B E R  Q U E S T I O N S

Iran announced that it had reached its goal of running 
______ centrifuges for uranium enrichment, a much 
higher number than recently estimated by the United 
Nations’ atomic agency. 
!

A.  50 

B.  400 

C.  3,000  

D.  12,000
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H O W E V E R ,  I  M I G H T  A S K …

This nation announced that it had reached its goal of 
running 3,000 centrifuges for uranium enrichment, a 
much higher number than recently estimated by the 
United Nations’ atomic agency. 
!

A. North Korea 

B. Iran 

C. South Africa  

D. Israel
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N O T H I N G  T O O  E A S Y

Which American president was responsible for the 
construction of the Affordable Healthcare Act, popularly 
known as Obamacare? 

!

A.  Ronald Reagan 
B.  Gerald Ford  
C.  Bill Clinton  
D.  Barack Obama
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N O  S P O R T S  Q U E S T I O N S

Which team won the 2014 World Cup Soccer 
tournament? 
!

A. Germany 
B. Brazil 
C. United States  
D. Argentina



World Cup Soccer, one of the world’s largest sporting 
events involving 32 countries and more than 3 billion 
viewers, brought more than $13.6 billion in tourism 
income to the host country. Which country? 
!

A. Germany 
B. Brazil 
C. United States  
D. Argentina

H O W E V E R ,  I  M I G H T  A S K …
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I M P O R TA N T  T O P I C S

• United States presidency 
• National and state elections 
• International conflict 
• Iranian nuclear ambitions 
• U.S. Supreme Court decisions 
• The economy and significant economic events 
• Global climate change including Texas drought 
• Major scientific and technological developments



A N Y  R AT I O S ?

• No. I play it by ear depending on news flow. In an 
election year, you can expect a lot of national news. 
And, you might expect to see questions regarding 
Texas implications to a national story or event.



T H E  E S S AY

The essay matters. 



T H E  E S S AY

Objective military observers do not feel ISIS terrorists have 

the capability to hit the United States with an attack on the 

homeland, but they could threaten the homeland because 

more and more members hold passports that would allow 

them unfettered access to America or American allies. 

Discuss the options the U.S. can take to diffuse this 

situation — now and in the future, noting any political, 

international or military implications that may need to be 

dealt with.  Give details and use examples as much as 

possible.  



T H E  E S S AY

Fast-food workers and others are advocating for an 

increase in the minimum wage. Why? Discuss the 

implications of such an increase generally and specifically 

as well as some history of the minimum wage. 



T H E  E S S AY

Reflect on the meaning and consequence of this picture.





F R O M  T H E  C O N S T I T U T I O N

REPRESENTATION. 
(1) Individual Competition. Each participant high school 
may enter as many as four individuals in the district meet, 
all of whom may place. In districts with more than eight 
schools, district executive committees may elect to limit 
entries to three. 

(2) Team Competition. The individuals entered at district 
constitute the team. A team shall have a minimum of 
three contestants compete in order to participate in the 
team competition.  

The team score is determined by adding the highest 
three individual scores in the objective portion of the 
contest. All four members of the winning team will 
advance to the next higher level of competition.

http://www.uiltexas.org/files/constitution/uil-ccr-section-932.pdf

http://www.uiltexas.org/files/constitution/uil-ccr-section-932.pdf


A B O U T  I N D I V I D U A L  S C O R I N G

• Objective + essay score.  

• Only top eight objective scorers 
advance to essay round.



A B O U T  I N D I V I D U A L  S C O R I N G  
O B J E C T I V E  Q U E S T I O N S

• Britney — 32 

• Lindsay — 30 

• Tara — 28 

• Juan — 27 

• Jayden — 26 

• Sophia — 26 

• Nicole — 25 

• Hilary — 24 

• Noah — 23 

• Jacob — 22 

• Mary-Kate  — 21 

!

All other contestants 
answered fewer than 21 
correctly.

Top eight advance to the essay round.



A B O U T  I N D I V I D U A L  S C O R I N G  
A D D  T H E  E S S AY  Q U E S T I O N S

N A M E O B J E C T I V E E S S AY T O TA L

B R I T N E Y 32 5 37

L I N D S E Y 30 7 37

TA R A 28 9 37

J U A N 27 10 38

J AY D E N 26 8 34

S O P H I A 26 5 31

N I C O L E 25 3 28

H I L A R Y 24 9 33



A B O U T  I N D I V I D U A L  S C O R I N G  
F I N A L  P L A C E S

N A M E O B J E C T I V E E S S AY T O TA L P L A C E

B R I T N E Y 32 5 37 4th

L I N D S E Y 30 7 37 3rd

TA R A 28 9 37 2nd

J U A N 27 10 38 1st

J AY D E N 26 8 34 5th

S O P H I A 26 5 31

N I C O L E 25 3 28

H I L A R Y 24 9 33 6th



A B O U T  I N D I V I D U A L  S C O R I N G  
F I N A L  P L A C E S

N A M E O B J E C T I V E E S S AY T O TA L P L A C E

B R I T N E Y 32 5 37 4th

L I N D S E Y 30 7 37 3rd

TA R A 28 9 37 2nd

J U A N 27 10 38 1st

J AY D E N 26 8 34 5th

S O P H I A 26 5 31

N I C O L E 25 3 28

H I L A R Y 24 9 33 6th



A B O U T  T E A M  S C O R I N G

• Top three-member team determined by objective 
scores only.  

• For example, TEAM A: 
Kevin — 29 

Brad — 26 

Jake — 25 

Matt — 21 (lowest score doesn’t count) 

Team score:  80



W H AT  A B O U T  T H E  W I L D  C A R D ?

• Best second place team among the eight districts  
in a region goes to region.  

• Best second place team among the four regions  
in the state qualifies to the State Meet.



8  D I S T R I C T S  P E R  R E G I O N  
4  R E G I O N S  I N  T H E  S TAT E

• District 1 — 78 
• District 2 — 72 
• District 3 — 69 
• District 4 — 83 
• District 5 — 66 
• District 6 — 81 
• District 7 — 70 
• District 8 — 68

• Region 1 — 81 
• Region 2 — 77 
• Region 3 — 72 
• Region 4 — 83



W H AT  I F  T H E R E ’ S  A  T I E ?   
F O U R T H  T E A M  M E M B E R ’ S  S C O R E   
W I L L  B R E A K  T I E .

• District 1 — 78 
• District 2 — 72 
• District 3 — 69 
• District 4 — 83 
• District 5 — 66 
• District 6 — 83 
• District 7 — 70 
• District 8 — 68

District 4 (83) 
Jennifer - 30 
Courtney - 27 

David - 26 
Matthew - 25 

District 6 (83) 
Tony - 32 

Carmela - 28 
Meadow - 23 

A.J. - 19



B U T  W H AT  I F…

• Can a member of a team who did not place first, 
second or third at district but who advanced with the 
team then places first, second or third as an individual 
at region advance as an individual?  

• Yes.



N AT I O N A L  N E W S PA P E R S  
A N D  T H E I R  A S S O C I AT E D  W E B S I T E S  
A N D  S O C I A L  M E D I A

•  USA Today 

•  Wall Street Journal 

•  Christian Science Monitor 

•  The New York Times 

• The Washington Post



T E X A S  M E T R O P O L I TA N  
N E W S PA P E R S

•  Dallas Morning News 
•  Houston Chronicle 
•  San Antonio Express News 
•  Fort Worth Star Telegram 
•  Austin American-Statesman



N E W S  M A G A Z I N E S

•  Time 
•  Newsweek 
•  Texas Monthly 
•  US News & World Report 
•  The Economist



R A D I O ,  T E L E V I S I O N ,  I N T E R N E T

• National Public Radio 

• PBS 

• The Daily Show 

• ABC, CBS, NBC 

• CNN.com,  MSNBC.com, foxnews.com 

• huffingtonpost.com

http://huffingtonpost.com


C U T- O F F  D AT E S  2 0 1 4 - 2 0 1 5

• Invitational — Sept. 1 - Jan. 1 

• District — Sept. 1 - Feb. 1 

• Region — Nov. 1 - April 1 

• State — Dec. 1 - May 1



C O N T E S T  D AT E S  2 0 1 4 - 2 0 1 5

• District 1 — March 23-28 

• District 2 — April 6-11 

• Region — April 23-25 

• State — May 26-28



G E T  S TA R T E D  N O W

• Organize your team 
• Read CI&E Contest Manual 
• Engage in social media 
• Collect and store data 
• Practice regularly 
• Attend an invitational meet 
• Practice writing and evaluating 

essays 
• Have fun



F O L L O W  C I & E

Texas UIL Current 
Issues and Events

@uilciande 
#uilciande



C O N TA C T  M E

BRADLEY WILSON, PH.D. 
bradleywilson08@gmail.com 
@bradleywilson09



Q U E S T I O N S ?


