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(d) UIL MEMBER SCHOOL PENALTY GUIDE-
LINES. Violations of UIL rules by UIL member
schools, school student representatives, patrons,
personnel or fans generally fall into two (2) catego-
ries, Category A and Category B. (Refer to Section
52). As set out in this section, the penalties that may
be imposed on UIL member schools for such viola-
tions are reprimand, public reprimand, forfeiture
of contest, disqualification from germane activity
and suspension.
In determining penalties to be imposed on member
schools, the State Executive Committee hearing
panel shall give due consideration to the guidelines
below. These guidelines are intended to provide a
hearing panel of the State Executive Committee
with general guidance only and are not intended
as substitute for a careful review of each case and,
based upon the facts of each case, the exercise of
appropriate discretion by the hearing panel when
determining a penalty to impose on a member
school.
In addition to any particular sanction or pen-
alty stated in a specific rule, UIL member schools,
school student representatives, patrons, personnel
or fans found to have violated UIL rules subject
the member school in question to the imposition
of penalties consistent with the following guide-
lines:
(1) Category A Violations. Category A violations

for member schools are violations of state law 
and rules of the State Board of Education in
regards to:
(A) failing to comply with applicable state

laws regarding previous and current
academic requirements;

(B) failing to comply with applicable rules
of the state board of education regard-
ing previous and current academic
requirements;

(C) failing to comply with applicable rules
of the state board of education regard-
ing loss of school time requirements; or



(D) failing to comply with applicable state 
laws regarding extracurricular activi-
ties.

(2) Minimum Penalty. 
(A) In addition to any specifically required 

sanction or penalty for violation of a 
particular rule as set out in the Consti-
tution and Contest Rules and absent any 
grounds for enhancement, the mini-
mum penalty for a Class A violation is 
a public reprimand. A public reprimand 
shall be in writing and shall state the 
violation found. A public reprimand 
may include a probationary period of 
up to three (3) years, and may include 
any reasonable conditions, which, if not 
fulfilled, may result in a more stringent 
penalty. 

(B) The State Executive Committee shall 
require forfeit of a contest(s) won by an 
individual or school, as a minimum pen-
alty, if it finds that an individual con-
testant was not eligible to participate in 
the contest. However, when a student 
who has participated in contests that 
count on UIL standing is found to be 
ineligible, and the school has properly 
verified eligibility based on the facts 
available, has exercised sufficient dili-
gence in determining actual conditions 
and facts, and the District Executive 
Committee has previously ruled the stu-
dent eligible, the State Executive Com-
mittee may find the student in question 
ineligible from the date of the hearing, 
and thus not require the member school 
to forfeit contests.

(3) Enhanced Penalty Factors.
(A) Repeat Offense – In cases where a 

Category A violation is found and the 
school in question has previously been 
found in violation of a Category A 
rule, the penalty may be enhanced. An 
enhanced penalty for repeat Category 
A violators may include a probationary 
period of up to three (3) years and may 
also include the imposition of reason-
able conditions which must be fulfilled. 
An enhanced penalty for such violators 
may also include a period of suspension 
or disqualification from district hon-
ors. If imposed, suspension shall deny 
participation in specified UIL activities 

for a period of one (1) day to three (3) 
years. Suspension and disqualification 
from district honors may include a pro-
bationary period of one (1) day to three 
(3) years, and may include any reason-
able conditions, which, if not fulfilled, 
may result in additional suspension or a 
more stringent penalty. 

(B) Prior Conditions/Probation – In cases 
where a Category A violation is found 
and the school in question has failed 
to comply with previously imposed 
conditions due to a prior violation 
of UIL rules or has committed a Cat-
egory A violation during a previously 
imposed probationary period, the pen-
alty for a Category A violation may 
be enhanced. An enhanced penalty for 
such violators may include a require-
ment that prior conditions be satisfied 
as well as any new reasonable condi-
tions imposed and/or the imposition 
of a probationary period of up to three 
(3) years. The penalty may also include 
a period of suspension from competi-
tion, including practices, in all germane 
activities for a period of one (1) day to 
three (3) years or disqualification from 
district honors. If imposed, suspension 
shall deny participation in specified 
UIL activities for a period of one (1) 
day to three (3) years. Suspension or 
disqualification from district honors 
may include a probationary period 
of one (1) day to three (3) years, and 
may include any reasonable condi-
tions, which, if not fulfilled, may result 
in additional suspension.

(C) Intent/Harm - In cases where a Cat-
egory A violation is found to be deliber-
ate and to have provided a competitive 
advantage to the violator or the viola-
tion caused physical harm to a person 
or property, the penalty for a Catego-
ry A violation may be enhanced. An 
enhanced penalty for such violators 
may include forfeiture of a contest, 
disqualification, reasonable conditions 
and/or the imposition of a probation 
period of up to three (3) years and may 
also include a period of suspension from 
competition, including practices, in all 
germane activities for a period of one 

Section 27: Penalties - State Executive Committee 33



34 Section 27: Penalties - State Executive Committee 

(1) day to three (3) years. If imposed, 
suspension shall deny participation in 
specified UIL activities for a period of 
one (1) day to three (3) years. Suspen-
sion or disqualification from district 
honors may include a probationary 
period of one (1) day to three (3) years, 
and may include any reasonable condi-
tions, which, if not fulfilled, may result 
in additional suspension.

(D) Other Factors – In cases where a Cat-
egory A violation is found and two (2) 
or more enhancement factors are pres-
ent or there are other circumstances 
found that in the opinion of the State 
Executive Committee hearing panel 
warrant increased sanctions, the pen-
alty may be enhanced. An enhanced 
penalty for such violators may include 
forfeiture of a contest, disqualifica-
tion, reasonable conditions and/or the 
imposition of a probation period for 
up to three (3) years and may also 
include a period of suspension from 
competition, including practices, in all 
germane activities for a period of one 
(1) day to three (3) years. If imposed, 
suspension shall deny participation in 
specified UIL activities for a period 
of one (1) day to three (3) years. Sus-
pension may include a probationary 
period of one (1) day to three (3) years, 
and may include any reasonable condi-
tions, which, if not fulfilled, may result 
in additional suspension.

(E) Mandatory Disqualification – The State 
Executive Committee shall disqualify 
a member school or member from all 
germane activities if the member school 
or school district has failed materi-
ally and knowingly to comply with the 
UIL Constitution and Contest Rules, or 
if the member school has knowingly 
and intentionally permitted an ineli-
gible individual to represent it in a UIL 
contest, or if the member school or 
school district had competed against 
or participated in a tournament with 
a non-school team composed of one or 
more UIL member school students with 
remaining eligibility in that sport, a 
violation of Section 1208. In addition, a 
more stringent penalty may be assessed. 

The State Executive Committee has the 
option not to replace a team that is 
disqualified from the playoffs at or near 
the certification date for district repre-
sentatives.

(4) Category B Violations. Category B violations 
for participant or member schools are:
(A) Failing to comply with the UIL Con-

stitution and Contest Rules, when not in 
conflict with State Board of Education 
rules or regulations.

(5) Minimum Penalty. In addition to any specifical-
ly required sanction or penalty for violation of a 
particular rule as set out in the UIL Constitution 
and Contest Rules and absent any grounds for 
enhancement, the minimum penalty for a Cat-
egory B violation is a reprimand. A reprimand 
shall be in writing and shall state the violation 
found but shall not be published in the Leaguer. 
At the discretion of the hearing panel, the repri-
mand may be made public.

(6) Enhanced Penalty Factors.
(A) Repeat Offense – In cases where a 

Category B violation is found and the 
school in question has previously been 
found in violation of a Category B 
rule, the penalty may be enhanced. An 
enhanced penalty for repeat violators 
of a Category B violation may include 
a probationary period of up to three (3) 
years and may also include the imposi-
tion of reasonable conditions which 
must be fulfilled.

(B) Prior Conditions/Probation – In cases 
where a Category B violation is found 
and the school in question has failed to 
comply with previously imposed condi-
tions due to a prior violation of UIL 
rules or has committed a Category B 
violation during a previously imposed 
probationary period, the penalty for a 
Category B violation may be enhanced. 
An enhanced penalty for such violators 
may include a requirement that the 
prior conditions be satisfied as well as 
any new reasonable conditions and/or 
the imposition of a probationary period 
of up to three (3) years.

(C) Intent/Harm - In cases where a Cat-
egory B violation is found to be deliber-
ate and to have provided a competitive 
advantage to the school in question or 
the violation caused physical harm to 



a person or property, the penalty for a 
Category B violation may be enhanced. 
An enhanced penalty for such violators 
may include reasonable conditions and/
or the imposition of a probation period 
of up to three (3) years. The penalty may 
also include a period of suspension from 
competition, including practices, in all 
germane activities for a period of one 
(1) day to three (3) years. If imposed,
suspension shall deny participation in
specified UIL activities for a period of
one (1) day to three (3) years. Suspen-
sion may include a probationary period
of one (1) day to three (3) years, and
may include any reasonable conditions,
which, if not fulfilled, may result in
additional suspension.

(D) Other Factors – In cases where a Cate-
gory B violation is found and two (2) or
more enhancement factors are present
or there are other circumstances found
that in the opinion of the State Execu-
tive Committee hearing panel warrant
increased sanctions, the penalty may
be enhanced. An enhanced penalty for
such violators may include reasonable
conditions and/or the imposition of
a probation period for up to three (3)
years. The penalty may also include a
period of suspension from competi-
tion, including practices, in all germane
activities for a period of one (1) day to
three (3) years. If imposed, suspension
shall deny participation in specified UIL 
activities for a period of one (1) day to
three (3) years. Suspension may include
a probationary period of one (1) day
to three (3) years, and may include any
reasonable conditions, which, if not ful-
filled, may result in additional suspen-
sion.
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