Proposed Recommendation by
UIL Review Advisory Committee
to
Standing Committee on Academics

A. Brief Explanation of Proposed Recommendation

This recommendation amends the language of theatre Sections 1031-1037 of the UIL Constitution
and Contest Rules to include only the structure of the contest and removes specific contest procedures and
operations that will be placed into a handbook for each event.

B. Factual and Policy Justifications

The academics portion of the C&CR contains contest structure, rules, contest procedures and operational
details. This amendment would more closely align academics with the structure of athletics and music and clarify
the language in the C&CR so that it truly becomes a book about the structures and rules of the competition.
Handbooks for each event would become the interpretation of the rules in the C&CR.

C. Proposed Recommendation

Section 1033: ONE-ACT PLAY CONTEST
See Officiall . 14, L L
(a) AIMS-THE CONTEST



(b)

(1

2)

schoolcurricula:

PURPOSE. THE PURPOSE OF THIS CONTEST IS TO FOSTER APPRECIATION OF
GOOD THEATRE. TO SATISFY THE COMPETITIVE, ARTISTIC SPIRIT WITH
FRIENDLY RIVALRY AMONG SCHOOLS. TO LEARN TO LOSE OR WIN

GRACIOUSLY. TO PROMOTE INTEREST IN THEATRE DURING ADULT LIFE. TO
INCREASE THE NUMBER OF SCHOOLS WHICH HAVE ADOPTED THEATRE ARTS
AS AN ACADEMIC SUBJECT IN SCHOOL CURRICULA.

CONTEST FORMAT. EACH SCHOOL PERFORMS A SHORT PLAY. THE PLAYS ARE
ADJUDICATED AND ADVANCING SCHOOLS ARE ANNOUNCED AND
INDIVIDUAL AWARDS GIVEN. SCHOOLS RECEIVE AN EVALUATION FORM
AND AN ORAL CRITIQUE. PLAYS AT STATE ARE RANKED 15" THROUGH 6™.
PLAYS IN THE A+ PROGRAM ARE RANKED 15" THROUGH 3RP.

CONTESTENTRY PROCEDURES-ELIGIBILITY
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2)
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Representation. ENTRIES. Each participant high school of the League is entitled to enter a
play company in the district contest of its appropriate conference.
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PARTICIPATION. PARTICIPATION SHALL BE DEFINED AS A PERFORMANCE OF
AN APPROVED SCRIPT WITH A RUNNING TIME OF NOT LESS THAN EIGHTEEN
MINUTES. A SCHOOL THAT FAILS TO PARTICIPATE IN THE ONE-ACT PLAY
CONTEST AFTER ENROLLING SHALL BE SUBJECT TO THE FULL RANGE OF
PENALTIES, INCLUDING SUSPENSION FROM THE ONE-ACT PLAY CONTEST
FOR THE FOLLOWING YEAR.

Faculty Director.

(A) Directors in the HIGH SCHOOL One-Act Play Contest shall be full-time employees of
the school districts the plays represent. Full-time means that the person is under
contract to the school board for the whole scholastic or calendar year and the person
has enough contractual duties to be considered a full-time employee by the Teacher
Retirement System and state law.




(B)

©)

be-permitted-to-continune through-the State One-AetPlay-Centest

EXCEPTIONS. A RETIRED TEACHER OR ADMINISTRATOR WHO HAS 20 OR
MORE YEARS OF EXPERIENCE MAY BE HIRED AND PAID FOR DIRECTING
THE ONE-ACT PLAY. STUDENT TEACHERS, DURING THE SEMESTER THEY
ARE ASSIGNED TO A PARTICIPANT SCHOOL DISTRICT TO FULFILL THEIR
STUDENT TEACHING REQUIREMENTS, MAY VOLUNTEER, PRO BONO, TO
ASSIST IN DIRECTING THEIR CONTEST PLAY AND MAY SERVE AS ONE OF
THE THREE DIRECTORS ALLOWED. A FULL-TIME SUBSTITUTE WHO HAS
DIRECTED ONE-ACT PLAY DURING THE SCHOOL YEAR MAY BE
PERMITTED TO CONTINUE THROUGH THE STATE ONE-ACT PLAY
CONTEST.

AID IN DIRECTING. Directors shall not accept nor solicit aid in the preparation of the
play, or in coaching the actors, or in designing props, makeup, costumes, scenery,

lighting or in directing the contest play. Violations of this rule may result in the PLAY
BEING DEEMED INELIGIBLE FOR COMPETITION. sehool-and/ordirectorbeing

subjectto-the-full range-of penaltiesoutlined-in-Sections 27-and29-
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(c) CONFESTPLAY SEEECHON-ANDEHGIBIHTY—CONTEST ADMINISTRATION AND
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PROCEDURES

CONTEST MANAGER. THE ONE-ACT PLAY CONTEST MANAGER, APPOINTED BY

THE DISTRICT DIRECTOR, SHOULD NOT BE THE DIRECTOR OF A PLAY

ENTERED IN THE SAME CONTEST.

(A)  RESPONSIBILITIES. IT IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE ONE-ACT PLAY
CONTEST MANAGER TO ORGANIZE AND CONDUCT THE CONTEST IN
ACCORDANCE WITH LEAGUE RULES AND THE “GUIDE FOR CONTEST
MANAGERS,” IN THE CURRENT HANDBOOK FOR ONE-ACT PLAY.

(B)  VIOLATIONS. THE CONTEST MANAGER IS REQUIRED TO DECLARE
INELIGIBLE A PLAY THAT VIOLATES ANY OF THE FOLLOWING: USES AN
INELIGIBLE STUDENT, EXCEEDS THE NUMBER ALLOWED IN THE
PERFORMING COMPANY, USES ADDITIONAL UNIT SET, OR VIOLATES
SECTIONS 1033 (C)(4), (C)(6) OR (C)(7). VIOLATIONS OF ANY OTHER RULES
SHALL BE REPORTED TO THE APPROPRIATE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.

ENROLLMENT, SCHOOLS SHALL ENROLL, REGISTER THEIR TITLE AND ENTER

CONTESTANTS BY FOLLOWING THE PROCEDURES FOUND IN THE CURRENT

HANDBOOK FOR ONE-ACT PLAY. THE DEADLINES CAN BE FOUND IN THE

CURRENT OFFICIAL CALENDAR.

PLAY SELECTION. ALL PLAYS ON THE APPROVED LISTS OF LONG OR SHORT

PLAYS MAY BE USED IN LEAGUE CONTESTS

(A) PLAYS NOT ON THE APPROVED LIST AND SCENIC ADDITIONS. ALL
REQUESTS FOR PERMISSION TO PRODUCE PLAYS NOT ON THE APPROVED
LISTS, TOGETHER WITH ANY REQUESTS TO USE SCENIC ELEMENTS NOT
PERMISSIBLE UNDER CONTEST RULES, SHALL FOLLOW THE
PROCEDURES OUTLINED IN THE CURRENT HANDBOOK FOR ONE-ACT
PLAY.

(B)  STANDARDS. DIRECTORS SHALL ELIMINATE OR REJECT PROFANE
REFERENCES TO A DEITY AND OBSCENE LANGUAGE, ACTIONS OR
SCENES FROM THE APPROVED PRODUCTION. THE ADMINISTRATION OF
THE PRODUCING SCHOOL SHALL ASSURE THAT THE DIRECTOR
COMPLIES WITH THESE REQUIREMENTS AND THAT THE PLAY DOES NOT
OFFEND THE MORAL STANDARDS OF THE COMMUNITY. WHEN A SCRIPT
AND THE STAGED PRODUCTION ARE EXAMINED AND APPROVED BY THE
ADMINISTRATION OF THE PRODUCING SCHOOL, THE PRODUCTION IS
ELIGIBLE FOR PRESENTATION AT ANY CONTEST SITE. THE STANDARDS
COMPLIANCE FORM SERVES TO CERTIFY THAT THE PLAY AND
PRODUCTION HAVE BEEN CAREFULLY EXAMINED AND APPROVED FOR
PRESENTATION. THE LEAGUE’S PLAY APPRAISAL COMMITTEE MAY
ELIMINATE LANGUAGE, ACTIONS OR SCENES AS A CONDITION FOR
APPROVAL OF PLAYS NOT ON THE APPROVED LISTS.

(4) TIME LIMITS. NO PLAY SHALL EXCEED 40 MINUTES PERFORMANCE TIME. NO

PLAY SHALL USE MORE THAN SEVEN MINUTES TO SET AND SEVEN MINUTES
TO STRIKE. NO MORE THAN 60 SECONDS SHALL ELAPSE BETWEEN THE SET
TIME AND THE BEGINNING OF PERFORMANCE.



(5) SCENERY. SCENIC ITEMS MAY BE USED AS SPECIFIED IN THE CURRENT

(6)

(M

HANDBOOK FOR ONE-ACT PLAY.

FIREARMS OR EXPLOSIVES. NO STARTER PISTOL, REAL GUN, RIFLE, PELLET
GUN, AIR GUN OR PISTOL SHALL BE USED IN ANY WAY, REGARDLESS OF
WHETHER OR NOT THE FIRING PIN IS REMOVED. TOY, WOODEN OR MODEL
FIREARMS MAY BE USED. DISCHARGE OF A FIREARM, CAP PISTOL, STARTER
PISTOL OR ANY TYPE OF EXPLOSIVE OR THE USE OF COMBUSTIBLE
MATERIALS IN CONNECTION WITH A CONTEST PLAY SHALL NOT BE
PERMITTED.

THE DIRECTOR DURING THE CONTEST PERFORMANCE. DIRECTORS SHALL NOT
BE PERMITTED IN THE LIGHT BOOTH, BACKSTAGE OR OFFSTAGE AREAS
DURING THE CONTEST PERFORMANCE OF THEIR PLAY, BUT DIRECTORS ARE
PERMITTED IN THESE AREAS DURING THE SET AND STRIKE PERIODS.
DIRECTORS SHALL NOT MAKE CONTACT OR COMMUNICATE WITH CREW
AND CAST MEMBERS WORKING IN SAID AREAS DURING PERFORMANCE.

(8) AWARDS. THREE UNRANKED ADVANCING PLAYS AND AN ALTERNATE SHALL

©)

BE SELECTED AT ZONE, DISTRICT, BI-DISTRICT AND AREA LEVELS. TWO
UNRANKED ADVANCING PLAYS AND AN ALTERNATE SHALL BE SELECTED
AT THE REGIONAL LEVEL.

(A) PLAYS AT STATE AND A+ CONTESTS SHALL BE RANKED THROUGH THIRD
PLACE.

(B) INDIVIDUAL AWARDS SHALL INCLUDE THE BEST ACTRESS, BEST ACTOR,
ALL-STAR CAST AND HONORABLE MENTION ALL-STAR CAST. AN
HONORABLE MENTION ALL-STAR CAST, NOT TO EXCEED THE SIZE OF
THE ALL-STAR CAST, MAY BE SELECTED AT THE DISCRETION OF THE
JUDGE OR JUDGES.

JUDGES.

(A) SELECTION OF JUDGES. ALL ONE-ACT PLAY CONTESTS SHALL BE
ADJUDICATED ONLY BY JUDGES SELECTED FROM THE CURRENT
LEAGUE’S LIST OF ACCREDITED CRITIC JUDGES, UNLESS THE LEAGUE
APPROVES AN EXCEPTION FOR VALID REASONS.

(B) JUDGING. JUDGING SHALL BE BY AN ODD NUMBER OF JUDGES OR BY A
SINGLE CRITIC JUDGE. A CRITIQUE OF EACH PLAY SHALL BE
PRESENTED ORALLY TO ALL ENTRIES AND INTERESTED AUDIENCE
MEMBERS AFTER THE CONTEST MANAGER HAS ANNOUNCED RESULTS
OF THE CONTEST.

(C) RESPONSIBILITY FOR SELECTION OF JUDGES. JUDGES FOR ZONE, DISTRICT
AND BI-DISTRICT CONTESTS SHALL BE SELECTED BY THE DISTRICT
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE(S); JUDGES FOR AREA CONTESTS SHALL BE
SELECTED BY THE CONTEST MANAGERS OF THESE CONTESTS; AND
JUDGES FOR THE REGIONAL AND STATE CONTEST SHALL BE SELECTED
AND ASSIGNED BY THE STATE THEATRE DIRECTOR. A JUDGE SHOULD
NOT BE SELECTED THAT WOULD RESULT IN ANY ENTRY BEING
EVALUATED BY THE SAME JUDGE TWICE IN THE SAME YEAR.

(D) DECISION OF THE CRITIC JUDGE OR JUDGES. THE DECISION OF THE CRITIC
JUDGE OR JUDGES IS FINAL.



















Section 1034: ONE-ACT PLAY CONTEST ETHICS CODE

One mission of the UIL One-Act Play Contest is to promote a spirit of cooperation among all

involved directors, students, administrators, parents and audience members to promote growth in the

realm of educational theatre. The One-Act Play Contest Ethics Code shall carry the force of rule.

Member school districts, participant schools and/or covered school district personnel who violate any of

the provisions of this code shall be subject to penalty.

(a)

(b)

ONE-ACTPEAY CONTEST-CODE-ONE-ACT PLAY CONTEST CODE. Section 901, the

Spring Meet Code requires participants to:

(1) Participate in the OAP contest with the spirit of fairness and sportsmanship, observing all
rules both in letter and intent.

(2) Direct and sponsor companies and individuals without resorting to tactics which attempt to
skirt the rules or distract from sound educational principles.

(3)  Accept decisions of the adjudicator(s) and contest manager(s) graciously without questioning their
honesty or integrity unless concrete evidence of impropriety can be brought forward. Extend
courtesy to contest officials and site crews from the company members, school officials and
audience. Conduct that berates, intimidates or threatens competitors, based on gender or ethnic
origin, has no place in interscholastic activities.

(4) Receive the adjudicator’s point of view with an open mind. Negative reaction during the
critique shall be deemed inappropriate.

(5) Provide information or evidence regarding eligibility of any contestant or school to the local
school administration, then to the proper district executive committee. To withhold
information is considered dishonorable and contrary to good sportsmanship. Schools guilty
of violating this section are subject to penalty.

S S CODE
FOR ONE-ACT PLAY CONTEST DIRECTORS AND SCHOOL OFFICIALS. The Code for
one-act play directors and school officials includes the principles described above and the

purposes listed in Section 1033 (a-c) and the “Guide For One-Act Play Contest Directors” in the
Handbook for One-Act Play. The Code requires:
(1) Awareness, understanding and observance of all rules governing the competition for which
the director is responsible.
(2) Treatment of company members based on sound educational precepts and the general
welfare and health of the student.
(3) Professional courtesy to other directors, contest manager(s), adjudicator(s) and participants.
(A) Directors shall communicate the aims and rules of the one-act play contest to all
company members in the early stages of the rehearsal process.
(B) Directors shall model professional behavior during the planning, the production
rehearsal and throughout the duration of the contest.
(C) Directors shall be responsible for making company members, school officials, parents
and patrons aware of the objective criteria described in the Handbook for One-Act Play
and the subjectivity involved in the process of adjudication; i.e. evaluating, selecting



and critiquing any work of art, including a one-act play.

(D) Directors and company members shall model professional decorum during all
phases of the contest. For example, directors and company members, as
representatives of their schools and communities, shall refrain from disruptive
behavior, slanderous or overt actions of disrespect, or any other displays of
negative behavior.

(4) Adherence to the one-act play contest calendar and pre-contest planning procedures.

(5) Avoidance of any practice that would endanger the welfare or safety of any company
member.

(6) Emphasis on the academic progress of all participants through a check of their academic
standing.

(7) Protests and reports of violations forwarded to the district executive committee at the zone
and district levels and the State Executive Committee at the area, regional and state levels.

(c) PROFESSIONAL GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT. Directors are encouraged to take
advantage of the opportunity for professional growth through affiliations with professional
associations and publications.

Section 1035: ~ THEATRICAL DESIGN CONTEST
(a) PURPOSE-THE CONTEST-1n-the1980s,—theTexasEduecationAgeneyintroduced—courses—in

>
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(1) PURPOSE. THE PURPOSE OF THIS CONTEST IS TO FOSTER APPRECIATION OF
GOOD THEATRICAL DESIGN, TO INCREASE THE NUMBER OF SCHOOLS WHICH
HAVE ADAPTED TECHNICAL THEATRE AS AN ACADEMIC SUBJECT IN SCHOOL
CURRICULA, TO LEARN TO LOSE OR WIN GRACIOUSLY, ACCEPTING WITH
GOOD SPORTSMANSHIP THE DECISION AND CRITIQUE WITH A VIEW TO
IMPROVE FUTURE PROJECTS AND TO SATISFY THE COMPETITIVE, ARTISTIC
SPIRIT WITH FRIENDLY RIVALRY AMONG SCHOOLS

(2)  Contest Format. EACH SCHOOL SUBMITS DESIGNS TO THE STATE OFFICE AS
DIRECTED IN THE CURRENT THEATRICAL DESIGN GUIDE. THE DESIGNS ARE
ADJUDICATED AND RATED AND ADVANCING SCHOOLS ARE ANNOUNCED.
SCHOOLS RECEIVE A CRITIQUE. QUALIFIERS AT STATE ARE RANKED 157
THROUGH 6™.

te) (b) ENTRIES
(1) ENTRIES. Each member school shall be allowed to enter one group entry. The group, AS
DEFINED IN THE CURRENT THEATRICAL DESIGN GUIDE, ef-three shall enter a
portfolio as described in the current Theatrical Design Guide. In addition to the group, each



school shall be allowed two individual entries in each of the design areas found in the current
Theatrical Design Guide. The individual contestants shall not be members of the group

) (2) Deadlines. Entry deadlines can be found in the current Official Calendar and the current

Theatrical Design Guide. See the UIL website for official changes.
(3) FACULTY SPONSORS.

(A) SPONSORS IN THE THEATRICAL DESIGN CONTEST MUST BE FULL-TIME
EMPLOYEES OF THE SCHOOL DISTRICTS OF THE SCHOOLS WHICH THE
ENTRIES REPRESENT.

(B) FULL-TIME MEANS THAT THE PERSON IS UNDER CONTRACT TO THE
SCHOOL BOARD OF THE SCHOOL THAT THE DESIGNS REPRESENT FOR
THE WHOLE SCHOLASTIC OR CALENDAR YEAR AND THE PERSON HAS
ENOUGH CONTRACTUAL DUTIES TO BE CONSIDERED A FULL-TIME
EMPLOYEE BY THE TEACHER RETIREMENT SYSTEM AND STATE LAW.

(C) A RETIRED TEACHER/ ADMINISTRATOR WHO HAS 20 OR MORE YEARS OF
EXPERIENCE MAY BE HIRED AND PAID FOR SPONSORING THE
THEATRICAL DESIGN CONTEST. STUDENT TEACHERS, DURING THE
SEMESTER THEY ARE ASSIGNED TO A PARTICIPANT SCHOOL TO FULFILL
THEIR STUDENT TEACHING REQUIREMENTS, MAY VOLUNTEER TO
ASSIST FOR THAT SCHOOL. SCHOOLS SHALL NOT PAY STUDENT
TEACHERS FOR ASSISTING.

(D) SPONSORS MAY ONLY PROVIDE GUIDANCE TO THE GROUP OR
INDIVIDUALS. THEY SHALL NOT PRODUCE ANY OF THE MATERIALS
CONTAINED IN THE SUBMISSION.

(E) SPONSORS SHALL NOT ACCEPT NOR SOLICIT AID IN THE PREPARATION
OF THE ENTRIES OR IN COACHING THE STUDENTS. (THIS PROVISION IS
NOT INTENDED TO PREVENT SPONSORS FROM TAKING THEIR STUDENTS
TO THE SEVERAL THEATRE CONFERENCES AND WORKSHOPS
CONDUCTED BY THE LEAGUE AND BY NUMEROUS HIGH SCHOOLS,
COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES).

&) (c) CONFESTENTRY-CONTEST ADMINISTRATION AND PROCEDURES

(1) Selection of Title. The play title used for the Theatrical Design Contest shall be the same
as that used by the UIL Literary Criticism Contest, unless it is deemed inappropriate for
the aims and purpose of this contest. If the Literary Criticism script is a screenplay,
another title, genre or playwright shall be announced. All designs submitted shall be for
that title, genre or playwright.
(A) Prompt. A “directorial prompt” shall be provided each year. In it, students will be given

certain conceptual parameters from which they will develop a design concept.

(B) The prompt can be found online and in the current Theatrical Design Guide.

(2) Submission. Packaging and Labeling. Schools shall submit all items required for groups and
individuals by following the requirements as published in the current Theatrical Design



Guide.

(3)  Evaluation. Each entry shall be shipped SUBMITTED to the League and evaluated by
qualified theatre and marketing professionals. Each entry shall be evaluated and awarded an
Award of Merit, Award of Honor, Award of Achievement or Award of Distinguished Merit.
A certificate and a-reeerded-eral evaluation shall be sent to the school.

(4) Advancement. Those entries reeeiving—anAward-eof DistinguishedMerit-and designated as
Exemplary shall be exhibited during the UIL OAP State Meet and ranked 1st -5 6™, The
winners shall be recognized during an awards ceremony at the UIL OAP State Meet. A
plaque and fewr-individual medals shall be presented to the top feur—SIX groups. Medals

shall be-presented-to-4th-and-Sth-placegroups. Medals shall be presented to the 137 — 6™

PLACE individual winners.

APPENDIX



THE DRAMA LOAN LIBRARY
(a) PURPOSE. The Drama Loan Library is maintained primarily to assist Texas play directors in the

selection of their scripts.
(b) PLAY SELECTION. Scripts may be borrowed by any faculty member of a member Texas public
school system and by members of the Texas Theatre Ad]udlcators and Officials (TTAO). Hp—t—e

U-Hrwebsﬁe—er—by_subimﬁﬁeqﬁe&keﬂ—seheel—leﬁeﬂ&ead— The borrower’s school is held

responsible for all borrowed materials. Additional materials will be available once the original

order is properly cleared. A postage and handling fee shall accompany each order. The current
PROCEDURES FOR BORROWING AND THE fee structure is found on the UIL website.

D. Potential Fiscal Impact of the Proposed Rule to Member Schools

Handbooks would need to be created for each contest, which will be made available in digital download
format for a free.

E. Standing Committee Consideration

The UIL Review Advisory Committee recommends that the Standing Committee on Academics
approve this proposal to the UIL Legislative Council for consideration.



