
Music 1 
 
 
 

Proposed Amendment to the 
University Interscholastic League Constitution and Contest Rules 

 
 
A. Brief Explanation of Proposed Amendment 
 
 This amendment would extend to students in 10th, 11th or 12th grade the opportunity to enter a Class 3 Solo or 
Ensemble at the Region Solo and Ensemble Contest.  
 
 
B. Factual and Policy Justifications 
 
 Student ability levels vary and some teachers believe flexibility should be permitted to allow any student to perform 
a Class 3 Solo. In addition this rule change would create UIL music contest opportunities for students who opt to wait until 
they are in high school to begin music training.  As is currently the case only Class 1 solos (highest level) will be permitted 
to advance from the region contest to the state contest. 
 
C. Proposed Amendment 
 
 Section 1108 of the UIL Constitution and Contest Rules would be amended as follows, effective August 1, 2015, 
pending approval by the Commissioner of Education: 
 
Section 1108 (e)(1)(3) 

   

(3) Class 3. Class 3 solo-small ensemble competition may be entered by students in grades 9 only. any 
student who has not previously earned a Division I rating in Class 1 or 2 competition.  
Selections to be performed shall be taken from the lists prescribed for Class 3 competition. 
Exceptions: 

  
  (A) Composite organizations (5A, 4A, 3A, 2A and A) containing students    
 in grades 7 through 12; provided 50% or more of the ensemble    
 members are in grade 9 or below: 
  (B) 10th grade first year music students; 
  (C) Instrumentalists performing on a secondary instrument; and 

  (D) 11th and 12th grade students who are enrolled in class piano 

 

D. Potential Fiscal Impact of the Proposed Rule to Member Schools 

 
 None 
 
  
E. Legislative Council Consideration; Effective Date 
 
 If approved by the Legislative Council and the Commissioner of Education, this amendment shall be 
effective August 1, 2015. 
 
  



Music 2 
 
 

Proposed Amendment to the 
University Interscholastic League Constitution and Contest Rules 

 
 
A. Brief Explanation of Proposed Amendment 
 
 This amendment would modify and standardize the procedure for announcing each marching band at the region, 
area and state marching band contests. 
 
B. Factual and Policy Justifications 
 
 Current rule only states that each band will be announced with one minute left in the 5-minute field entry clock 
resulting in inconsistencies in the procedure from contest to contest.  This amendment would serve to require a statewide 
standardized script with 45 seconds left in the 5-minute field entry.  The 5-minute field entry clock would run to zero and 
the 8-minute performance clock would start immediately, thus eliminating inconsistencies with show timing procedures.     
 
C. Proposed Amendment 
 
 Section 1105 of the UIL Constitution and Contest Rules would be amended as follows, effective August 1, 2015, 
pending approval by the Commissioner of Education: 
 
Section 1105 (g) (3)  
 
(3) Official Time. The official time for each band will be kept according to the following guidelines: 
 
 (A) The contest chair will designate an official timekeeper. 
 (B) Bands will be scheduled with five minutes between performances and a maximum of fifteen minutes 
per band. 
 (C) Bands may use the five minutes prior to their performance in any way they deem appropriate in order to 
assume their starting position and prepare for the beginning of their show. Activities may include warm-up and/or 
cadence. 
 (D) Each band will be announced with 45 seconds remaining on the 5-minute  clock. at the end of four 
minutes. The beginning of their announcement will  indicate that the performance time shall begin with in 60 45 
seconds. 
 (E) The actual timing and adjudication for the show will begin at a starting point designated by the 
director or at the end of the five minutes. 
 (F) At the conclusion of its performance the post script will be read while each band will have two 
minutes to exit the field and clear the marching surface of all equipment, instruments and props. The use of either 
instrumental or verbal cadence is optional. A band that fails to be clear of the field (outside the sidelines  or 
endlines) or continues to use instrumental or verbal cadence at the end of the  two minutes will be disqualified. 
 
 
D. Potential Fiscal Impact of the Proposed Rule to Member Schools 
 
 None. 
 
  
E. Legislative Council Consideration; Effective Date 
 
 If approved by the Legislative Council and the Commissioner of Education, this amendment shall be 
effective August 1, 2015. 
  



Music 3 
 
 

Proposed Amendment to the 
University Interscholastic League Constitution and Contest Rules 

 
 
A. Brief Explanation of Proposed Amendment 
 
 This amendment would modify the formula used to determine the number of bands advancing from the Area 
Marching Band Contest to the State Marching Band Contest. 
 
B. Factual and Policy Justifications 
 
 Current rule states that in conference 2A/3A/4A three bands advance to the state contest unless twenty or more 
attend – in which case one band for each five bands competing advance.  In 5A/6A two bands advance to the state contest 
unless 15 or more attend – in which case one band for each five bands competing advance.  However, there are 
circumstances where bands that qualify to compete at the area marching band contest opt not to do so.  Based on the 
current formulas that decision has the potential of limiting the number of bands advancing from that area contest.   
 
 This amendment would serve to base the formula on the number of bands eligible for area as opposed to the number 
of bands that actual compete at area.  In contests where the 15 or 20 band “breaking point” comes into play this rule 
change could result in the possibility of one additional band advancing.   
 
 
C. Proposed Amendment 
 
 Section 1106 of the UIL Constitution and Contest Rules would be amended as follows, effective August 1, 2015, 
pending approval by the Commissioner of Education: 
 
Section 1106 (j)  
 
(j) Area Certification to State 
  
 (4) 2A/3A/4A Certification. In conferences 2A/3A/4A the music area shall certify  the three bands 
receiving the highest ranking in each conference to the state  marching band contest. Should twenty or more bands 
qualify for advancement  participate in a single conference at for the area contest, one band for each five  bands 
that qualified for advancement competing in to the contest shall be  certified for advancement to the state 
contest. 
 (5) 5A/6A Certification. In conferences 5A/6A the music area shall certify  the two  bands receiving 
the highest ranking in each conference to the state  marching band  contest. Should fifteen or more bands 
qualify for advancement participate in a  single conference at for the area contest, one band for each five bands 
that  qualified for advancement competing in to the contest shall be certified for  advancement to the state 
contest. 
  
 
D. Potential Fiscal Impact of the Proposed Rule to Member Schools 
 
 Any fiscal impact would only be realized by the additional schools advancing and only in travel related to the 
competition. 
  
 
E. Legislative Council Consideration; Effective Date 
 
 If approved by the Legislative Council and the Commissioner of Education, this amendment shall be 
effective August 1, 2015. 



  



Music 4 
 
 
 

Proposed Amendment to the 
University Interscholastic League Constitution and Contest Rules 

 
 
A. Brief Explanation of Proposed Amendment 
 
 This amendment would clarify that a generator or DC power source may be placed on the field to provide power to 
electronic equipment.  
 
B. Factual and Policy Justifications 
 
 Current rule requires that all AC power cords and AC supplied amplification units be located outside the sidelines 
and endlines.  With many bands now using generators and DC power sources, it is not necessary to plug into an AC power 
source at a stadium; therefore, eliminating the need for a power cord to cross the sideline or endline to reach equipment 
that a director may want to place on the field. This amendment would allow flexibility for where equipment is placed on a 
performance field, while maintaining a safe performing environment.  
 
C. Proposed Amendment 
 
 Section 1105 of the UIL Constitution and Contest Rules would be amended as follows, effective August 1, 2015, 
pending approval by the Commissioner of Education: 
 
Section 1105 (g) (5)  
 
(5) Amplification of instruments or voice may be used with the following restrictions: 
 
 (B) AC power cords and AC supplied amplification units shall be located outside the sidelines and 
endlines.  
 (C) A power generator or DC power source may be placed on the field, provided there is a protective 
barrier between the power unit and the turf and all cords are contained safely within close proximity to the 
equipment that is being supplied with power. 
 
D. Potential Fiscal Impact of the Proposed Rule to Member Schools 
 
 None. 
 
  
E. Legislative Council Consideration; Effective Date 
 
 If approved by the Legislative Council and the Commissioner of Education, this amendment shall be 
effective August 1, 2015. 
 
  



Music 5 
 
 
 

Proposed Amendment to the 
University Interscholastic League Constitution and Contest Rules 

 
 
A. Brief Explanation of Proposed Amendment 
 
 This amendment would increase adjudicator honorariums for organization events from a maximum of $250 per day 
to a maximum of $300 per day and increase overtime from $50 to $60 for each hour over a scheduled eight-hour day.  For 
solo and ensemble events, the amendment would increase the honorarium from a maximum of $200 per day to a maximum 
of $250 per day and increase overtime from $37.50 to $50 for each hour over a scheduled eight-hour day.  
 
B. Factual and Policy Justifications 
 
 The current honorarium and overtime rate schedules were adopted in 2001 and have been in place for 13 years. 
Increasing these pay schedules as proposed above would align our honorarium for UIL music contests with contemporary 
compensation for these types of music adjudication services.  Furthermore, a rate increase would serve to reinforce the 
value and necessity of judge participation in our evaluation process.  
 
C. Proposed Amendment 
 
Section 1112 of the UIL Constitution and Contest Rules would be amended as follows, effective August 1, 2015, pending 
approval by the Commissioner of Education: 
 
Section 1112 (a) (12)  
 
(12) Honorarium. The maximum honorarium for each judge will be as follows: 
 
 (A) for organization events, $250.00 $300.00 per day, plus $50.00 $60.00 for each hour  over a scheduled 
eight-hour day; and 
 (B) for solo and ensemble events, $200.00 $250.00 per day plus $37.50 $50.00 for each hour  over a 
scheduled eight-hour day. 
 
D. Potential Fiscal Impact of the Proposed Rule to Member Schools 
 
 Potential increase to entry fees on the region level. 
 
  
E. Legislative Council Consideration; Effective Date 
 
 If approved by the Legislative Council and the Commissioner of Education, this amendment shall be 
effective August 1, 2015. 
 
 
  



Music 6 
 
 
 

Proposed  
University Interscholastic League Contest Pilot 

 
 
A. Brief Explanation of Proposed Pilot 
 
 This proposal would create a state marching band contest pilot for 1A in the fall of 2015.  1A Bands that receive an 
overall 1st division rating at the region contest would be certified to advance directly to the state contest.  The pilot would 
then be reviewed and considered by UIL staff and the legislative council for continuation and/or implementation into the 
Constitution and Contest Rules. 
 
B. Factual and Policy Justifications 
 
 Under the previous 5A conference alignment there were 416 1A schools in 2013-2014.  Under the new 6A 
conference alignment there are 228 1A schools.  Of those 228 1A schools 33 had a marching band that entered UIL contest 
in 2014.  To maintain consistency with policy in other activities UIL determined that due to this low number of 1A band 
programs there would not be a 1A state championship for marching band.  
 
 Based on statewide interest it is proposed that a 1A State Marching Band Contest be conducted as a pilot project to 
determine the feasibility and long-term support for such a contest.  
 
 Possible benefits could include more growth and development of 1A band programs, leading to a higher number of 
1A schools that have a band and an increase in student engagement in those schools.   
 
C. Proposed Amendment 
 
 A 1A State Marching Band pilot contest would be added as a pilot program effective August 1, 2015 pending 
approval of the Commissioner of Education. 
 
D. Potential Fiscal Impact of the Proposed Rule to Member Schools 
 
 Schools that advance to the state contest would incur those related expenses.   
 
  
E. Legislative Council Consideration; Effective Date 
 
 If approved by the Legislative Council and the Commissioner of Education, this proposed pilot shall be 
effective August 1, 2015. 
 
 
  



Music  7 
 
 
 

Proposed Amendment to the  
University Interscholastic League Contest Pilot 

 
 
A. Brief Explanation of Proposed Pilot 
 
 If approved this proposal would create a state mariachi contest pilot in 2015-2016.  Mariachi ensembles that receive 
a Division I rating at the region medium ensemble contest would be eligible.  The pilot would then be reviewed and 
considered by UIL staff and the legislative council for continuation and/or implementation into the Constitution and 
Contest Rules. 
 
 
B. Factual and Policy Justifications 
 
 The Sunset Advisory Commission Report contained a recommendation that the UIL consider adding a 
statewide competition for high school mariachi programs.  This proposal affords the Legislative Council the 
opportunity to evaluate the merit of such a proposal.    
 
 The event format would be similar to the existing wind ensemble festival (C&CR Section 1115) and any 
mariachi ensemble earning a Division I rating at the region medium ensemble contest would be eligible to enter. 
 
 Out of 1,396 UIL member schools there were approximately 50 participating ensembles in the UIL medium 
ensemble mariachi division of the region competition in 2014.   
 
 
C. Proposed Amendment 
 
 A State Mariachi pilot contest would be added as a pilot program effective August 1, 2015 pending approval of 
the Commissioner of Education. 
 
 
D. Potential Fiscal Impact of the Proposed Rule to Member Schools 
 
 Schools that advance to the state contest would incur those related expenses.   
 
  
E. Legislative Council Consideration; Effective Date 
 
 If approved by the Legislative Council and the Commissioner of Education, this proposed pilot shall be 
effective August, 2015. 
 
 


