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Although there was no rubber stamp,
the UIL Legislative Council approved sev-
eral minor amendments to the Constitu-
tion in its semi-annual meetings, held in
October in Austin.

Several issues that had
been presented to the Coun-
cil as well as UIL staff over
the summer provided the

topic of discussion at several
points in the two-day meeting.

“The Policy Committee asked us in
June to investigate the possibility of adding
a 6A conference to our next realignment,”
UIL athletic director Charles Breithaupt
said. “We investigated and found out that
we really don’t have enough schools right
now to warrant adding an additional con-
ference.”

There are 1221 schools in UIL at this
point and approximately 12 schools are
added each year.

“Most of these new schools are either
5A size schools or charter schools,” he said.

Breithaupt did say that there really are
six conferences in football and basketball,
although the UIL does not specifically have
a designated conference 6A.

“Because we have 6-man and 11-man
football in 1A, that really separates that

conference into two
distinctly different
conferences,” he
said. “Also, in bas-
ketball, we name a
Division I cham-
pion and a Division
II champion. Both
of these receive gold
medals and a trophy
to signify they are

state champions.”
The biggest drawback to adding a sixth

conference would be travel.
“If we added another conference, we

could not structure it where teams would
not have a lot more travel,” Breithaupt said.

Although most people think the biggest
change in adding a new conference would
be in the large school categories, according
to the athletic department’s study, the larg-
est change would come at the small schools
end.

At this time, 339 schools are in confer-
ence A, 222 schools are in conference AA

and 211 schools are in 3A. In the study,
conference A would have 186 schools, con-
ference AA would have 211 schools and
conference 3A would have 223 schools.

In the larger conferences, 4A currently
has 224 schools and would have 168 schools
by adding a new conference; 5A now has
225 schools and would have 224 schools,
and the new 6A conference would have 229
schools.

“We really don’t have enough schools to
warrant a new conference,” Breithaupt said.

In another survey, the Medical Advi-
sory Committee asked that schools be ques-
tioned about drug and steroid use.

“It seems most schools think they don’t
have a problem, but their neighboring dis-
tricts do,” Breithaupt said. “The biggest
thing, though, about this survey is that
people are now aware of the problems being
faced in the school systems. We are working
to let parents know about steroid use, and
we are working on educational programs
with the parents.”

One other question that was later tabled
brought several speakers to the first day of
the program. A measure in the Music Com-
mittee brought the question of limiting the
number of bands that could advance to
state.

“This was based on last year’s results of
bands earning ‘ones’ at the marching con-
tests,” music director Richard Floyd said.
“Had 5A bands advanced to state last year,
35 bands would have advanced to state
where we are only capable of handling 32.
All we were doing is looking for an option

to keep this from happening. Judges had
told us it was impossible to rate so many
bands in the time we had during state.”

The band proposal was tabled pending
additional study.

Other proposals passed during the ses-
sion included: (academic) several elemen-
tary/junior high proposals to make those
contests consistent with each other, chang-

The cost of a UIL constitution — $10.
The cost of a One-Act Play Handbook  —
$8. The cost of renting a bus to take the
football team to its bi-district game —
$5,000. Using a credit card for UIL pur-
chases — priceless!

Beginning sometime in February, the
UIL will begin allowing people to use
credit cards for some purchases of UIL
materials and registrations.

“We get a lot of calls from schools who
just want to pay with a credit card,” UIL
financial director Sandra Deel said.  “Some

larger schools won’t give purchase orders for
transactions under a certain amount. Hope-
fully this will help those schools buy the
things they need.”

When the program is implemented,
schools will be able to pay for UIL services
by faxing or mailing their credit card num-
ber and other pertinent information needed
to complete the transaction.

No credit card orders will be taken over
the phone, and items such as football and
basketball gate receipts and fees for the
drama library cannot be paid for with a

credit card. The UIL will still accept
checks and purchase orders.

“According to what we have talked
about, newspaper and yearbook staffs will
be able to  use a credit card to pay for
convention and workshop registration,”
ILPC director Randy Vonderheid said. “I
understand that music registration will
also be able to be  done with credit cards.”

Checks will still be accepted, and pre-
ferred, according to Deel.

Approved
Council faces no controversy, but plenty to accept

“It seems most schools
think they don’t have a
problem, but their neigh-
boring districts do,”
Breithaupt said.

UIL readies process to accept credit cards

Stretching Out
During the semi-finals against Wichita Falls, a Highland Park player returns the volley
for the point. The Scots won the match against Wichita Falls, but fell in the finals to
San Antonio Alamo Heights. In the 5A competition, Katy Taylor defeated Corpus Christ
Carroll for the 5A championship. Play following the semi-final round was delayed a
week because of rain at Lakeway Tennis Center, the site of the championships.

photo by Randy Vonderheid
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New man in town
Stidham takes over as compliance officer after serving on Legislative Council

Making a Point
While serving as chairman of the Music Committee, former Legislative Council
member Ed Stidham makes a point about the state marching band contest. Stidham
served on the Council from 1996 until his recent retirement as superintendent of the
Bartlett ISD. Timing was perfect for the retired superintendent to take over as UIL
Compliance Officer. He fills a position that had been vacant since C. Ray Daniel’s
death last year.

photo by Randy Vonderheid

by Alyssa Armentrout
UIL Intern

When most people retire,
they are ready to relax, fish,
travel and spend years of

leisure. Ed Stidham, who has assumed
the duties of UIL compliance officer,
fits none of that criteria.

Stidham, who recently retired after
serving 17 years as school superinten-
dent, the last 12 in the Bartlett ISD,
and serving on the UIL Legislative
Council since 1996, is ready to face
new challenges.

 “My short term goal is to learn as
quickly as I can the job so that I
might make an impact or be of
assistance to the UIL,” he said.

As a Legislative Council member,
Stidham served UIL in several areas.

“He not only served as chairman of
the Music Committee, but he was also
on the Athletic Committee,” UIL
Director Bill Farney said. “He’s an
exceptional person, and we are lucky
to have him on staff.”

UIL Music Director Richard Floyd
saw Stidham as a catalyst in his
committee’s success.

“I place Ed among the most profes-
sional and caring educators I have ever
known,” Floyd said. “He was a great
council member.  I am excited that I
will have the opportunity to continue
to work with him. The schools of Texas
will be the fortunate benefactor of his
presence on our staff.”

Stidham, who represented
Conference A Region 4 as a Council
member, recognized that the members
of the council as well as the UIL staff
made his job easier.

“I really enjoyed the working
relationships and professionalism of

the staff,” he said. “The council was
always most interested in the overall
aspect of student competition and the
UIL was ready, willing and able to do
anything the council asked.  That
made it an excellent working
relationship between the two
entities.”

Stidham graduated from South-
western State College in
Weatherford, Oklahoma, and taught
math and coached for seven years. He
then moved into administration
where he served as an assistant
principal and principal before
assuming the superintendent’s
position.

“I think the superintendent has to

be the most demanding and the most
rewarding (position),” he said. “The
decisions made as superintendent had
a direct impact on the learning of
students in the district. It’s really
rewarding to know that the programs
and decisions had an impact on one
of your campuses being rated
‘exemplary’ by the TEA.”

In addition to his service to the
schools, Stidham also served in the U.
S. Army Reserves until he retired as a
lieutenant colonel in 1996. He served
in the reserves 26 years. During that
time he completed command and
general staff course work at Fort
Leavenworth, Kansas.

He talks little, though, of his

service to his country and concen-
trates on service to his students.
While teaching and coaching at Lake
Dallas High School, Stidham was
named as Greater Dallas Area Coach
of the Year in 1974-75 school year.

Although Stidham has been
recognized in several areas for his
work as superintendent and leader in
the school and community, his most
prized award is being named as the
“Citizen of the Year” in 1985 by the
Lake Cities Area Chamber of
Commerce.

“That is an honor I’ll always
cherish and be proud of,” he said. “My
certificate to recognize my award was
presented to me and signed by Dick
Armey, United States Congressman
from the 26th District.”

Stidham will be take over the
position left vacant after C. Ray
Daniel passed away over a year ago.

“I’ll be working desperately trying
to fill the gap he left when he died,”
Stidham said. “It won’t be an easy
job.”

As for now, he is looking forward
to contributing to the success of the
UIL and wanting to make sure that
success continues.

“I want to contribute to the
League and ultimately to the students
of Texas public schools,” he said.

Even though he has retired as
superintendent, Stidham does see that
by working for the UIL he can
continue being involved as an
educator and receive those rewards he
received as an educator.

“Just to see the smiles and the
confidence in the students and staff
has to be a highlight of my career.”
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For a guy who has
avoided mathemat-
ics since the third

grade, who has never bal-
anced a checkbook in his
life, who majored in jour-
nalism because its degree
plan then required no
more math than was
needed to figure out the
tip for a cup of coffee and
a Manske roll at the old
2-Js on the Drag, I’ve been
giving mathematics a lot
of thought lately.

Not in any deep, abstract, philosophical way, of
course. Oh sure, I’ve tried to understand the calculus that
would allow Washington State to leapfrog the Texas
Longhorns in the BCS standings, but I’ll fully grasp
Godel’s Theorem before I understand college football
rankings or any statistical equation that places UT be-
hind Oklahoma in anything beyond poultry science or
tornado studies. (editor’s note: this column was written prior
to the UT-Texas Tech football game)

And recently, I read the liner notes of Stephen
Hawkings’ A Brief History of Time. So I’m not totally
math challenged. Still, I don’t generally spend an inordi-
nate amount of time contemplating ordinates. Or fractals.
Or vectors.

All that’s changed, and I blame Jim Seale of Waco
Midway. Here’s the story: last spring, I proposed that the
UIL install tie-breakers in the various academic contests
where they do not exist. Why? Because we’ve expanded
participation to the point that we’re swamping district
and region meets — and may deluge State Meet as well.
Consider, for example, District 30-A. It consists of 13
schools. Each school is eligible to enter four students in
the academic contests that contain a team component.
In number sense, for example, that’s 52 kids.

How many Conference A schools have classrooms
large enough to seat 52? And even if they have one, do
they have three more because they’ll need at least four in
order to host a district meet, given that accounting,
literary criticism, science and spelling and vocabulary
take place simultaneously unless the district spreads the
meet over two or three days.

My tie-breaker proposal wouldn’t change this, and I
mention it only to buttress the point that participation in
UIL academics continues to expand. The more pressing
problem is at region. Each region consists of eight dis-
tricts. Again, let’s consider number sense. The top three
individual winners advance as well as the first place team
and one wild card team. Though it’s unlikely to occur, it’s
possible that 60 students could advance to the regional
meet (24 individuals, 32 first place team members, four
wild card team members). While it may not stretch the
facilities (and patience and stamina) of some of the larger
universities, it poses a considerable challenge for the
smaller ones.

Allowing ties to advance further strains the system.
Last spring, one district advanced six individuals to
region: first, second and a four-way tie for third. Granted,
this happens rarely, and there’s a legal axiom that bad
cases make for bad law. Still, eliminating ties can restore
balance to the program and calm a few of our regional
directors’ jittery nerves so I proposed tie-breakers for
current issues and events, literary criticism, mathemat-
ics, number sense and science teams as well as calculator
applications, number sense and science individuals.

I had it all worked out. In the event of a tie, judges
would invoke the formula for percent accuracy, which
divides the number of problems attempted by the number
of problems correct. It’s cumbersome but entirely doable.

This is where Jim Seale comes in. Jim correctly sur-
mises that using the formula for percent accuracy would
fundamentally change the delicate balance between speed
and accuracy so critical to the nature of the number sense
contest, and several of his colleagues with the Texas
Math/Science Coaches Association agree. This is months
after the Academic Committee of the Legislative Coun-
cil passed the proposals, and less than a week before
they’re taken up by the full Legislative Council in mid-
October.

So now I’m thinking about math a lot. I’m wondering,
“How am I going to convince the Academic Committee
to table the proposals on the thin assumption that I know
what I’m talking about, which, of course, I don’t because
it involves math.”

Fortunately, one of the TMSCA officers — and I
honestly can’t recall who — suggested another option:
use the fourth team member’s score to break the tie. It’s
brilliant, simple, so much easier than trying to figure out
percent accuracy, plus it encourages and rewards team
building. Best of all, it requires hardly any additional
math.

Thus, in June 2003, the Academic Committee will
entertain proposals that in the event two or more teams
tie for first place, the highest overall net score of the
fourth place member of the team will be used to break the
tie. Should two or more contestants who are the fourth-
place member of their team have the same overall net
score, then a tie will be declared and all involved in the
tie shall advance.

What if a team does not contain a fourth member? It
forfeits the right to participate in the tie-breaker. At the
State Meet, a tie or ties for first place overall team shall
not be broken.

We will also submit proposals to break ties for indi-
vidual calculator applications and science places. As for
ties for individual number sense, I’ve decided not to
monkey with the delicate balance between speed and
accuracy so if ties exist for first, second or third place, so
be it.

Moving on…
• A reminder: computer applications is a “laptop

only” contest this spring. Contestants must provide their
own laptop or notebook computers, printers and periph-
erals, and all equipment must be fully functional at the
beginning of the contest.

Exception: a district may vote to use a networked
computer lab with shared printers. We discourage it,
however, since students will be required to use laptops at
region and state.

• A clarification: in the science team competition,
the top four members of the first place science team will
advance. For whatever reason some believe that all six
members of the top team should advance. Not so. Ac-
cording to the C & CR (Sec.952 (f) (13) (I) “Four
members of the winning team will advance to the next
higher level of competition.”

In all team contests, the sum of the school’s three
highest contestant scores will determine the team score.

• Information regarding the pilot social studies con-
test is posted on the UIL website (www.uil.utexas.edu).
Click on academics and scroll down.

The test will consist of 40 multiple-choice questions,
evenly divided between Texas government and Texas
geography. Sample questions are posted on the website.

The League will make available two invitational contests
as well as a district contest. To request an invitational
contest, e-mail me at uilacad@uts.cc.utexas.edu. District
contest materials will be mailed to all district spring meet
directors. The district entry form may be downloaded
from the academic page of the UIL website as a PDF file
or you can use the district entry form in the Spring Meet
Handbook.

This is the fourth year of a social studies pilot. We
piloted an economics contest for two years, and are in the
second year of the government/geography pilot. If you
think we’re taking too long to bring the contest into the
spring meet program as a full-fledged contest, keep in
mind the literary criticism pilot lasted five years.

We think we can bring social studies aboard next
year. I met with a number of social studies instructors and
coordinators this fall, and we’re appointing members to
an advisory committee that will meet in early 2003 to
draw up specific contest substance and format guidelines.
I envision a contest that resembles literary criticism:
thematic, focused on selected readings and requiring
more analysis than rote memorization. It will appeal to all
grade levels and will delve into economics, history, geog-
raphy and government.

More on this to come.
• Finally, we’ve recently completed another success-

ful Student Activities Conference season. We tried to
reach new regions of the state by visiting Tyler Junior
College and UT-Pan American in Edinburg. Next fall,
we’ll return to the University of North Texas and Sam
Houston State University.

For now, thanks to the following regional academic
directors and their staffs for all their hard work: Lynn
Elms of  Texas Tech; Sally Miller of UT-Pan American;
and M’Liss Hindman of Tyler Junior College. Also, to
Patty Wilson of Valley View High School and William
Kelly of Conroe Caney Creek High School, two of the
state’s outstanding UIL academic coordinators, and to all
those teachers out there who shared their knowledge and
experience with coaches and students.

And, of course, thanks to our UIL contest directors
who spend their weekends criss-crossing the state with
the League caravan: LaVerne Funderburk, David Bourell,
Denis Kohl, Linda Tarrant, Tom Buckley, Karen
Werkenthin, Marcia Hilsabeck, Fred Tarpley and our
two new directors, Larry White and Lawrence Shepley.
Thanks, guys.

To you all, happy holidays. See you in the spring.

Bobby Hawthorne
Academics Director

Taking the ‘tie’ out of tiebreakers
Amount of people advancing bring changes to methods to break deadlocks

Fortunately, one of the TMSCA officers —
and I honestly can’t recall who — suggested
another option: use the fourth team member’s
score to break the tie. It’s brilliant, simple, so
much easier than trying to figure out percent
accuracy, plus it encourages and rewards
team building. Best of all, it requires hardly
any additional math.
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1. Will Ariel Sharon be able to maintain power in
his own party?
2. Has the U.S. foreign policy helped to
establish economic and political stability in
Haiti?
3. What does the future hold for the INS?
4. How effective has Colin Powell been as
Secretary of State?
5. What changes are likely to occur asa result of
Turkey’s latest elections?
6. Has Texas become a one-party state?
7. New from North Korea: Is there a shift in
security balance of East Asia?
8. Brazil under Lula: Can he steer the country
toward economic success?
9. What must the Democratic Party do to
regroup after the elections?
10. Will the 3 strikes law withstand constitu-
tional scrutiny?
11. Is Russia’s recent handling of the hostage
crisis a reflection of Putin’s leadership?
12. What will become of Enron executives?
13. Should John Mavlov, a juvenile, receive the
death penalty?
14. Will Rwandan gacaca courts be able to bring
justice for the genocide of the Tutsis?
15. Will a shift in China’s leadership mean a
shift in governance?
16. Can the Federal Reserve turn around
America’s current economic recession?
17. Will the U.S. go to war with Iraq?
18. Why are Microsoft competitors unhappy with
the latest Microsoft ruling?

1. How did Democrat Nancy Pelosi shatter the
glass ceiling?
2. Why has Putin received criticism for the
Russian hostage crisis?
3. How has Governor Perry promised to address
the insurance crisis in Texas?
4. Why did Harvey L. Pitt step down as chairman
of the Securities and Exchange Commission?
5. What reorganization plan is Congress
contemplating for the I.N.S.?
6. Why do Haitian boat people continue to flee
to the U.S.?
7. What positions has Colin Powell taken that
have distinguished him in the Bush administra-
tion?
8. How does the revised U.N. resolution on Iraq
differ from the one originally submitted by the
U.S.?
9. What is the controversy over the Roman
Catholic bishops’ revised policy on sexual
abuse?
10. What part did Karl Rove play in the
Republicans’ big victory in the 2002 elections?
11. How have recent changes in Turkey allowed
the Kurds to gain more prominence?
12. What factors will determine whether or not
the U.S. will go to war with Iraq?
13. With a newly elected Republican House and
Senate, what are the President’s political
agenda priorities?
14. Who are the most prominent leaders in the
changing Chinese government?
15. What role has the Federal Reserve played in
improving the U.S. economy?
16. What are Rwandan gacaca courts and what
do they hope to achieve?
17. What are the details in the latest Microsoft
settlement?
18. Charter schools in Texas: How are they
measuring up?

Standards of public
speaking have long
been structured

around the five classical
canons of rhetoric. I still
recall my mentor at Baylor
University, legendary de-
bate coach Dr. Glenn
Capp (“Prof”, we respect-
fully and endearingly
called him) expounding
on the virtues of Aristotle,
Cicero, Socrates and their
contemporaries. Though
the world has changed
much since the life and
times of these rhetorical giants, their understanding of
effective communication still rings true.

The UIL extemporaneous speaking contests are de-
signed to enable students to speak in an integrated
manner on a central issue, organize their ideas in a
meaningful pattern, and orally communicate those ideas
effectively to an audience.

Contestants draw five
topics, select one and then
have 30 minutes to pre-
pare a speech. The limit
for the oral speech is seven
minutes maximum; there
is no minimum.

Both extemporaneous
events are designed to em-
phasize current affairs at
the state, national and in-
ternational levels. Infor-
mative Speaking teaches
the student to present facts

in a clear and impartial manner. Persuasive Speaking
trains students to determine a point of view and then
organize and deliver a speech that seeks to persuade
listeners to agree with that viewpoint.

The five Canons of rhetoric developed by the classi-
cal rhetoricians provide essential keys to success for
extemporaneous speakers. Canon One: Invention, the

methods of presenting information and formulating ar-
guments. Canon Two: Arrangement, the organization of
the parts of a presentation. Canon Three: Style, the use
of correct, appropriate, and remarkable language. The
tone of voice, the level of language, the body language
used, and even jokes that are added all affect the strength
of the speech. Canon Four: Memory, the process of
recalling. Canon Five: Delivery, presenting the message
with effective gestures and vocal modulation.

Socrates held that arrangement was one of the most
important canons, insisting that “every discourse, like a
living creature, should be so put together that it has its
own body and lacks neither head nor feet, middle nor
extremities, all composed in such a way that they suit
both each other and the whole.”  Long-time coach and
state meet judge Linda Alderson in her guest article this
month demonstrates how critical ordering the material
in a text in such a way that most appropriately and
smoothly delivers the intended information is to the
persuasive speech.

UIL extemporaneous speaking contest rules and pro-
cedures have not been scrutinized in many years. Soon, a
state advisory committee will examine issues such as
whether or not laptop computers should be allowed in the
preparation room, and if our current contest divisions of
informative and persuasion provide the most educational
benefits to students. Current rules will be carefully exam-
ined to ensure clarity.

Changes will be explored. Should the League select
specific topic areas (such as U.S., Africa, Asia, Middle
East) for preliminary and final rounds at district, region,
state, and release the topic areas in advance of each
contest? Should restrictions of certain materials in the
preparation room be increased or at least clarified? What
is the best method of promoting ethical standards with
source citations? Are oral footnote requirements tough
enough to promote honesty? How far should technology
be embraced in the extemporaneous speaking event?

Your input, questions, and comments are requested.
A link is posted on the web page so you can forward your
concerns and suggestions to the state office. Please take
a moment to share your thoughts so we can make these
contests even more real world and beneficial for our
students.

Committee created to review
procedures of extemp speakers

A state advisory committee will exam-
ine issues such as whether or not
laptop computers should be allowed in
the preparation room, and whether our
current contest divisions of informative
and persuasion provide the most
educational benefits to students.
Current rules will be carefully exam-
ined to ensure clarity.

The second of the classical canons for rhetoric is that
of organization (arrangement) of ideas. Many extempo-
raneous speakers seem to lack knowledge and application
of organizational patterns appropriate for the two differ-
ent purposes of speaking embodied in UIL extemporane-
ous speaking: informative and persuasive. As a result, a
speech is less effective in reaching its intended purpose.

Speakers at the UIL State Meet usually have mastered
invention (sometimes quite creatively), language for
expression, voice and personality for expression, and
memory. But most persuasive speeches follow an organi-
zational pattern appropriate for informative speaking.
Often times, judges hear a historical approach to a per-
suasive topic that is chronological in nature. Other times,
judges hear a topical or linear approach in that the

by Linda Alderson
Boling High School

Linda Alderson has coached 27 years and has served as a
judge at the UIL state meet for more than 20 years

student examines the various areas inherent in the speech
topic. But few students seem to master the art of a
persuasive organizational pattern, an art that coaches
need to promote to best prepare their students for success
in this contest.

It is the student’s responsibility to make the speech
topic they have drawn into a persuasive speech. Part of
that responsibility lies with invention, but a great deal
lies with organization.

In order to be an effective persuasive speech, a student
should choose a persuasive organizational pattern such as
cause-effect, problem-solution, or the motivated sequence
advocated by professor Alan Monroe. Any one of these
patterns helps the student to achieve the goal of the
speech — to persuade. By taking a distinct position in the
preview of the speech, and then by developing the speech
in a persuasive manner, UIL speakers will improve their
skills in persuasive extemporaneous speaking.

Organization is part of preparation
for extemporaneous speakers

continued on page 10
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Soon after my first
state meet as jour-
nalism director, I

received an e-mail from a
colleague asking (okay, she
may have been demand-
ing) when we were going
to move into the 21st cen-
tury and allow computers
at state journalism compe-
tition. All I could tell her
was the old standby, “we’re
investigating the possibili-
ties of instituting the use
of computers at state in
the journalism contests.”
Sounds intelligent, huh?

Now I can give a definitive answer — next fall, if the
creek don’t rise and Education Commissioner Felipe
Alanis approves the plan.

At the recent UIL Legislative Council meeting, I
created a proposal that would take the responsibility of
furnishing computers off the host school and put it on the
schools wishing to use computers. The proposal, which
passed, went something like this: for news, feature and
editorial writing contests (there is no need for computers
in the headline writing contest) contestants may choose
to use their own computers, which must be a laptop. If a
contestant choose to use his own computer, he must
bring his own printer, which must also be portable,
associated hardware, software and paper. Spell check,
thesaurus and Associated Press stylebook functions may
be used if available on computers. Students who opt to
compose their entries on computers accept the risk of
computer malfunction. In case of computer malfunction,
the contestant may use the remaining allotted time to
complete the composition in handwriting or compose on
another computer. Typed entries should use any standard
12-point font double-spaced and one-inch margins on
regular-sized computer paper. When printing the contest
on an electronic printer, the printer command must be
started by the time contest time expires. Contestants
shall not include their names or the names of their
schools on the contest entry. Papers will be identified by
numbers assigned by the contest director.

In other words, beginning next fall, students may use
their computers (which must be a laptop) at the district,
region and state contests. THEY DON’T HAVE TO, but
they may.

There were several arguments on both sides when I
started surveying people throughout the state. On one
side, people said that a person using a computer will have
a better chance of winning because that contestant’s
paper will be neater. I agree, to an extent. First and
foremost, judges are instructed to consider neatness,
spelling and grammar secondary.

As a judge I always tried to make sure neatness was not
a factor in determining the credibility and superiority of
a specific paper. I can only hope all judges are professional
enough not to consider neatness as a primary factor. As
a teacher, I know of kids who have fared better in all their
work because their papers were neater. Is it bad to put a
little more consideration into a paper because the student
took the needed time to prepare a quality-looking prod-
uct? I know we as teachers shouldn’t do this, but it does
happen.

Even though the neatness issue may be a good argu-
ment, the other side of the argument may be just as
strong. What happens if a computer malfunctions? If a

student spends 43 of the 45 minutes of news writing
creating a masterpiece, and then the computer crashes,
that masterpiece will never be seen, and the student
accepts the fact he won’t be advancing to the next higher
level. This is an argument against using computers.

I know that when I taught my students always com-
posed on computers in class and for newspaper stories, so
they were at a disadvantage when having to hand write
their UIL stories. When computers were allowed, I al-
ways accepted the chance of the computer crashing
because my students had been trained in using computers
for their journalistic endeavors.

Another concern some teachers voiced was that the
“clacking of keys” of the computers as well as the printers
printing would be distracting. My response — there are
a lot of distracting things that occur during a contest. As
a monitor, I’ve had kids complain about the sound of a
pencil writing on a piece of paper to the sounds people
make when erasing to the sounds of people thumping on
the desk while trying to compose a masterpiece. Journal-
ists are taught to tune-out distractions, whether it be
from the editor or adviser, when they are writing. I can
even remember a jackhammer pounding outside while I
was trying to take my TECAT (now that dates me!).
There will be distractions. We do try to limit those
distractions, but the sounds of a computer or printer are
not disabling distractions. It will also be up to the moni-
tor to alleviate any unnecessary commotion students
make when the printer and computer are not talking to
each other.

Other disadvantages people listed include the intimi-
dation factor (watch your debaters if you really want to
see some intimidation factors); cost of acquiring equip-
ment and transporting it, and power sources. The only
disadvantage that carries some weight is the power source
issue. Each host school will be expected to provide some
extra power strips so computers can be hooked up.  Today’s
computers do not take up much energy, and it is not a
significant draw of electricity to hook several computers
into the same power source.

One question I expect to come up will be “how many
computers can be hooked up to one printer?” Each school
can hook up all three contestants’ computers to one
printer. Understand, though, that all three contestants
must have completed the print command before time
expires. The contest monitor will decide if anyone in the
room is still composing a story after time is called. If the
monitor decides a contestant is still composing a story,
that contestant will be disqualified — and I will stand
behind the monitor 100 percent of the time. Another
question will be whether students can still hand write
their contests. Yes. We are not changing the contest. We
are just opening it up for more uses of computers. Stu-
dents can still hand write their contests. They can still
use bound dictionaries, thesauruses and AP stylebooks.
These can also be electronic. The host school will still be
responsible for furnishing paper for those students who
wish to hand write their papers. Lined paper can still be
used if students brings their own.

Remember — this doesn’t affect this year’s contests.
The host school is still responsible for furnishing comput-
ers if the District Executive Committee decides it is okay
to use computers. Schools may still bring their own
computers, and laptops may be used this year. But be
aware that you may not be able to use laptops at the
regional level and certainly not at the state level.

Bits and Pieces
By the time you read this, deadlines for yearbook

Laptop computers soon to be allowed
at region, state level UIL contests

Randy Vonderheid
Assistant Academic Director

critiques and IAAs have passed. All ILPC members
should receive a mailing sometime in December with
newspaper forms for submission as well as a Reporter and
information for the upcoming convention included.I
hope to have had some time to read some more papers and
give some Certificates of Superiority to outstanding news-
paper stories. Also, don’t forget that your students are
eligible for scholarship money through the Governor’s
office for writing stories, editorials and other in-depth
packages. Be sure to get the application from http://
www.2young2drink.com/youth/ or e-mail me and I can
send you a pdf form.

This brings me to another thought — it is becoming
easier for all of us to communicate with each other via e-
mail. I have sent out several announcements and other
messages to ILPC members this fall about certain work-
shops and other information. If you are a member of ILPC
and have not been receiving these messages, please let me
know at rvonderheid@mail.utexas.edu so I can make sure
I have you on my list.

Many times you will give me an e-mail with your
registration materials and for some reason it won’t go
through. I’m sure I’m getting “filtered” by some of your
school districts. I receive messages at times that messages
sent to certain school districts are not getting through.
This is something we need to work through as our country
is becoming more acceptable to censorship issues.

Naturally this idea of censorship sends me, and I hope
everyone with a journalism background or even a slight
idea of what our country was built on, on a soapbox. I’ve
“preached” before about administrators accepting that
the student-produced publications are going to have
errors, much like a band presentation, a choir presenta-
tion or even a football or basketball game.

It’s okay if an administrator points out those errors to
the staff. It, too, would be acceptable if an administrator
discussed with a staff as to why a certain story or story
package shouldn’t run in the school newspaper. Too
many times, though, administrators pull the “you won’t
do this because I said so” attitude which brings about an
adversarial relationship between the two entities.

I have found, both firsthand and through observa-
tion, that if administrators can give students specific
reasons why a story can’t run, those students will be more
understanding and accepting of the administrator’s deci-
sion. If the administrator and staff work together, a
valuable entity can rise in any school — the idea of open
communication.

When I teach workshops I give several examples of
how the newspaper I  advised approached controversial
subjects, and because of that story, a lot of hearsay and
gossip was averted and there was less controversy and
dissension within the school. I know this comes with the
adviser earning respect and trust from the administrators
in that the teacher will teach the students properly. But
if the administrators don’t give the teacher the opportu-
nity to earn that trust, professional and personal growth,
both from the adviser and staff will never happen.

Finally, by the time this issue of the Leaguer is distrib-
uted, National Scholastic Press Association’s Pacemaker
winners will have already been announced. Congratula-
tions to the following Texas newspapers for being recog-
nized as some of the top publications  in the nation with
Pacemaker finalists nominations: Sidekick, Coppell HS;
Bagpipe, Highland Park HS (Dallas); Eagle Eye, DeSoto
HS; Panther Prints,  Duncanville HS; Stampede, Burges
HS (El Paso).

“My involve-
ment with UIL
journalism
events gave me
more than just
the critical
thinking skills
needed to
succeed in the
classroom, it
also gave me the
confidence to
continue my
journalistic
dreams in the
future.”

Bryan Babbs
Livingston HS

Livingston



Luis Muñoz
Theatre Director
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Nov. 1 has come and
gone and those who
will enroll in this

year’s OAP contest have done
so. Participating schools have
risen to 1,172.  Last year 1,169
schools had enrolled at this
time. The total constitutes 93
percent of UIL member
schools.

Those of you who enrolled
should have received or will
soon receive an enrollment
packet from our office. The
enrollment packet was sent to
directors and principals at each school. There are several
important forms and announcements that should be read
carefully. Sometimes they look like the same form letters
you’ve received year after year but the content may
change.

Directors’ thoughts now turn to play selection and the
Dec. 21 deadline for play approvals. We have fielded
many calls over the last few weeks regarding specific
titles. The staff is more than glad to answer questions
about a particular title’s approval history or to help you
work your way through the approval process, but because
we don’t know your students, it makes the task of suggest-
ing a specific play nearly impossible for us.

It is important you get in the habit of reading, reading,
reading. It is only through a thorough knowledge of
dramatic literature that a director can make responsible

choices for their students.
I would strongly sug-

gest that new directors
start off by reading all the
plays on the approved lists.
If you make your selec-
tions from the lists, you
avoid the additional work
related to having to sub-
mit for script approval.
These plays are tried and
true and some of the best
literature in the world is
on the lists. All of these
plays are available from
the Drama Loan Library.
Where else can you bor-
row 10 plays for three
weeks for a mere $3 to

cover the cost of shipping and handling?
You should also contact the approved publishers for

copies of their catalogs. Their addresses and web sites are
listed on page 70 of the 15th Edition of the Handbook for
One-Act Play. Although this may be ancient history to
most of you, there are new teachers who call the League
office looking for places to find play synopses. Many of
them are catalogued or indexed in some fashion by cast
size and genre.

Another great resource is the One Act Plays Entries
document. This document lists all the entries for the
previous year. If you attended one of the four Student
Activities Conferences this year, you should have re-
ceived the 2002 entries in your packet. If not, copies of
lists for the last 10 years are available from the League
office at a cost of $2 per year.

Get in the habit of reading reviews (local papers and
web sites such as  www.nytimes.com) and watching play

performances on television and videotape. This is par-
ticularly useful to those living in rural areas who do not
have the access to live theatres that some of us in the
larger cities have. Check out the New York Times on-line.
There was a time when PBS was the resource, but cable
and satellite have changed that. Networks such as A&E,
Bravo, HBO, and Showtime carry several recordings of
live performances. Some of them are excellent. Check
out  www.broadwayarchive.com for some great perfor-
mances on tape. There are others out there. Try your
search engine.

Speaking of the Internet, the current Play Selection
Policy of The University Interscholastic League does not
endorse Internet publishers of non-public domain scripts.
Until these publishers go through the endorsement pro-
cess, their plays may not be used for OAP contest.

I remember a quote I heard many years ago: “A hunch
is creativity trying to tell you something.” With a solid
foundation in dramatic literature, a recognition of your
strengths and weaknesses as a director and a knowledge of
the student and technical resources available to you,
you’ll start getting “hunches” about the plays that are
right for this year.

Make sure you pick material that will challenge you
and your students. Don’t force square pegs into round
holes. The pegs end up rough along the edges. Pick the
play with your students in mind. Be careful not to set them
up for potential failure by selecting a play that you are
wanting to do for your own needs. Find something they
can do and do well.

Don’t neglect scripts for young audiences. There is a
treasure of excellent literature designed for the younger
audience that is on the approved lists or can be submitted
for approval. I recently had a conversation with Dr.
Coleman Jennings, UT-Austin, and discussed the need to
promote the production of theatre for young audiences.
Don’t assume that all that’s out there are the standard
fairy tales and legends, although these are legitimate
choices. There are incredible new works dealing with a
wide range of issues that pertain to our youth.

There are plays like Do Not Go Gentle, Step On a
Crack, And the Tide Shall Cover the Earth and others that
deserve careful and serious consideration. Good theatre is
good theatre whether its target audience is 8 or 80.

“Producing quality theatre begins by selecting plays of
literary value and theatrical merit.” The theatre teacher
is responsible for choosing scripts worthy of the educa-
tional experience involved. If English students must study
the best literature, so must theatre students and theatre
audiences be exposed to the best dramaturgy.  Theatre is
a reflection of life. When students experience superior
plays written by outstanding authors, they learn, through
character exploration, of the physical, mental and emo-
tional development of the human personality, of people’s
motives, reactions, standards and ideals, all of which
enriches the students’ lives and helps them gain poise,
social understanding, self-awareness and self-esteem.

Plays worthy of presentation in secondary schools are
plays which may be accorded a place in dramatic litera-
ture. Such plays are legitimate teaching tools for expand-
ing the literary, theatrical and social horizons of the
students, challenging the talents and artistic abilities of
the participants and offering a vital and important mes-
sage of social and redeeming value to the adolescent and
adult community. Such plays help fulfill the objective of
aesthetic education.” — “A Play for All Seasons,” Hand-
book for One-Act Play 15th Edition.

The staff wants to wish all of you the best of luck as you
embark on this journey.

Correction to 15th Edition
Make a note on page 90 and 91 of the 15th Edition of the

Handbook for One-Act Play.  The frame and lower rail for
the 4X8 platforms should be constructed using 2X4
lumber. The drawing instructs you to use 1X3 lumber on
the lower rail. Using 1X3 does not allow you to set the
platform on edge. The same applies to the 4X4 platforms.
We will be revising these drawings to include changes in
materials and construction in the near future.
Student Activities Conferences

Like the November deadline, the last Student Activi-
ties Conference has come and gone. We want to thank
everyone in Tyler, Lubbock, Austin and Edinburg who
contributed their time and talents to provide our students
with an educational experience. Over 2,000 students
attended the OAP sessions. We are studying the evalua-
tion forms you returned as we make plans for next year’s
road trips. If you have any suggestions, we’d love to hear
from you.
TETAAO Contracts

Jenny Nichols, administrative assistant, needs you to
return a copy of any and all judging contracts for 2003. It
is extremely important we have this information. If
you’ve ever had to replace a judge the day of the contest,
you will know why we have to have the information on
file. If you haven’t contracted a judge by now, you need
to.  The judge’s list should grow after the January TETA
Theatrefest. New judges will be certified that week.
Those names will be added to the list on the UIL web-site
shortly after that.
Theatrefest 2003

Plans for Theatrefest are in, and it promises to be one
of the best to date. Make plans to attend. Beg your
administrators, mortgage the house, sell the car or run up
the credit card and be a part of this gathering. The
convention hotel is sold out but rooms are available at
the Holiday Inn and Embassy Suites close by.

There will be numerous workshops covering any and
all areas of theatre. Special guests include Charlene
Speyerer, stage manager for the Phantom of the Opera
national tour;  Barbara Horner and Marck Heckler,
Leadership Institute of the Association of Theatre in
Higher Education; Sumi Komo, alexander technique
specialist; Dan Conway, technology specialist with CAD
design; Ginger Perkins, producer of Children on Their
Birthdays; Mark Medoff, playwright, screenwriter and
director and Dale Fanning, Kaleidoscope. There will also
be numerous performances over those days. Check the
TETA web site at www.tetatx.com.

The TETAAO has scheduled numerous workshops
throughout Thursday and Friday for adjudicator certifi-
cation. The orientation will begin at 9 a.m. Thursday.
Workshops on ethics, methods of adjudicating, and cri-
tiquing non-advancing plays have been scheduled. The
demonstration performances and critiques are scheduled
for Thursday at 1:30 p.m.  Dr. Donna Clevinger, Hardin
Simmons University and Dr. Marion Castleberry, Baylor,
will serve as guest adjudicators. The UIL Open Forum is
scheduled for 4:30 p.m. on Friday.
Contest Manager Workshop

John Woods and Kevin Hurst, Alief ISD, will serve as
presenters for the UIL/AO Contest Manager Workshop
Saturday, Jan. 25, from 9 a.m. to noon. The workshop is
free to any and all who want to attend. It is important that
contest managers with little or no experience with the
OAP and its rules attend this workshop.

One-act play selection should be
for students, not for competition

Pick the play with your stu-
dents in mind. Be careful not
to set them up for potential
failure by selecting a play
that you are wanting to do for
your own needs. Find some-
thing they can do and do
well.

continued on page 7
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The success of the contest hinges on this person and
directors should take it upon themselves to contact their
local managers-to-be and talk them into coming to Aus-
tin for a weekend. Their exposure to the realities of
management will only help you. There will be lots of
handouts, advice, discussion of procedure and clarifica-
tion of rules that will help in preparation and planning.
After all, “in a well-planned one-act play contest, there
are no losers.” Information on this workshop was in-
cluded in the packets sent to directors and principals last
week.
OAP-A-Z Workshop

After attending the first three Student Activities
Conferences and fielding calls for five months, I realized
that there is a tremendous need to provide additional
service to those directors out there who are new to
teaching, have just come in from out-of-state, or have
been assigned the task of directing the OAP and are not
theatre majors. This workshop, scheduled for the entire

day on Saturday, will focus on the basics of directing the
OAP. Workshops on vocabulary, casting, blocking, using
sets and lights and working with the actor are scheduled
throughout the day. Workshop presenters include Jenny
Nichols, UIL administrative assistant; Craig Hertel, Lind-
say HS; Vince Herod, state meet technical director;
Gloria McLuckie, New Diana HS; and Denise Green,
Stinnett HS. We are studying the possibility of expand-
ing this workshop to a week during the summer.
Lynn Murray Scholarship

The TILF will award a scholarship in honor of Mr.
Murray’s contributions to the League and educational
theatre in Texas. Contributions may be made to this
scholarship by sending checks made out to “TILF” to UIL
— Murray Scholarship, P.O. Box 8028, Austin, TX,
78713 or by contacting Carolyn Scott, TILF scholarship
coordinator, at 512-232-4938.

Until the new year. Have a great Thanksgiving and
the happiest of holidays.

continued from page 6

New directors, contest managers have
workshops designed specifically to them

UIL Approved TETA Adjudicator Organization’s
OAP Critic Judges 2001-2002 additions/deletions/cor-
rections as of Nov. 15 to initial list published in October.

ADD:
(2) LaDonna Davis, Trinity Valley Community Col-

lege, 100 Cardinal Drive, Athens 75751 903/675-6384
ldavis@tvcc.edu -III [04]

DELETE:
The following judges did not pay their dues for 2002-

2003 and are ineligible to judge unless they re-certify and
pay their late fees at the TETA Convention in January:

G’Ann Boyd, Jay Brown, Pam Brown, W.T. Bryant,
Andrea Burghart, K. Pert Durapau, Lorenzo Garcia, Jim
Hackett, Russell Harris, Thomas Heino, Kathleen Juhl,
Pat Jurek, Christopher Land, Elizabeth Lea, Ray Newburg,
Shellie O’Neal, Frankie Schexnayder, W.E. Schuetz,
Diana Searcy, Thomas Walsh, David Williams.

OAP judge’s list
gets smaller

Loud silence. That’s
what Larry White loves to
hear. The sound of young
brains, crunching numbers.

“Years ago, I was in
charge of the 250 or so
freshman number sense
competitors at the
TMSCA State meet,” said
White, who this fall re-
placed Don Skow as direc-
tor of the UIL mathemat-
ics and number sense con-
tests. “The room was so loud
with all those freshmen
talking and being excited.
But then it was test time.
When I gave the start sig-
nal not a sound could be
heard. But the amazing
thing was it was the loudest
quiet I had ever heard. All
those amazing brains
crunching the mental math
problems was deafening.
Oh how I love that loud silence.”

White taught 26 years, mostly in West Texas, coached
football, basketball, track and field and all of the UIL
mathematics contests. He retired in 1997 after a long and
successful career. In fact, members of his math, number
sense and calculator applications teams advanced to UIL
State 14 of 16 years, from 1983 – 1998, compiling two
individual and six team state championships and earning
more than $150,000 in TILF scholarships. In 1991, he
received one of the first UIL Sponsor Excellence Awards.

An adjunct math lecturer at Angelo State University,
White also develops software, operates a customized
computer service and tutors via the Internet.

 “Even after retirement, I continued to work on my
number sense computerized program and work with kids
across the state via the Internet,” he said. “I loved to go
to service centers, math conferences and schools to teach
and work with kids, especially in the three math UIL
events. I don’t know of anything more that excites me

than to watch the minds of
a number sense kid crank-
ing out mental mathemat-
ics. So, when I was ap-
proached by several of my
old cronies about taking
the job, I didn’t have to
think long.

“Besides, someone had
to carry on the great tradi-
tion that Don Skow be-
stowed upon us over the
years. The juniors and se-
niors this year deserved to
see tests in the same style
as in the past after all of the
work they have done to
prepare. I have known Don
Skow and studied his tests
for many years. I only hope
that I can create tests that
are even 75 percent of what
his were.”

As for the contests,
White said he thinks num-

ber sense may be reaching its limits of change, since it is
a much older contest than mathematics.

“The evolving will probably take place in the varying
ways old tricks can be seen. Don was the master at finding
new ways to see an old trick,” he said. “I hope to do that
as well.

“The math test is a relatively new test compared to
number sense; hence it has room for growth,” he added.
“One of the major things I see happening — besides
removing the ‘none of these’ answer — is the addition of
graphing calculators to the test in the near future. There
are so many great questions and problem analysis that can
occur with the graphing calculators. Someday, perhaps, I
see removing the 40-minute time limit and giving the
students at least an hour so that we can see what their
truer capabilities are in mathematics.”

Sounds like a lot of work for a retiree. White disagrees.
“Retirement doesn’t come in to play here,” he said.

“Heck this ain’t work. This is a joy!”

After more than three decades of writing physics
questions, speaking at countless student activities con-
ferences and managing the State Meet science contest,
Dr. Pete Antoniewicz announced last fall that he was
retiring as a UIL science contest director.

“After a lot of soul searching, I decided that I should
pass the torch to someone new,” Dr. Antoniewicz said. “I
am in the process of trying
to simplify things and after
30 years, it is time to let
go.”

His successor? Someone
different, but hardly new.
Dr. Lawrence Shepley, re-
tired recently from the UT-
Austin Department of
Physics, has been familiar
with the UIL program for a
long time as well.

“I was involved for a
year or two just before Pete
Antoniewicz took over,
probably in 1970 or there-
abouts, but only to write
questions, not in any sense
as a director, as I recall,”
Shepley said.

And why spend part of
his retirement working
with the UIL?

“I enjoy interacting
with students, and I’ve even
maintained a website
( h t t p : / /
wwwrel.ph.utexas.edu/
~larry) with a physics quiz
link,” he said. “I’ve also
authored a pamphlet on how to study physics. From time
to time students from around the world e-mail me ques-
tions about physics, and I enjoy helping them.”

How does he see the science contest evolving?
“One is to base the contest on specific books,” Shepley

Directors change in math, science
White assumes math position; Shepley takes science post

LAWRENCE SHEPLEY

Check This Out
New math director Larry White explains a problem to
students at the Student Activities Conference at The
University of Texas-Pan American in Edinburg. White has
assumed the position following Don Skow’s resignation
due to health reasons.

photo by Bobby Hawthorne

Good Question
Speaking to students at the UT-Pan American Student
Activities Conference, Dr. Lawrence Shepley explains
how he will differ from Dr. Pete Antoniewicz, who retired
as Physics director.

photo by Bobby Hawthorne

continued on page 12
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The Texas Interscholastic League Foundation (TILF)
will disburse $1,380,000 to 703 students in the
2002-03 school year.

TILF announced in June that 449 students were
selected from 713 applicants to receive TILF scholarships
for this school year.  There were 254 scholarships re-
newed in July for their second, third or fourth year.
Students receiving the scholarships attend 69 colleges
and universities in Texas.

Several organizations
increased their donations
to TILF. Spalding Sports
Worldwide increased its
level of giving from
$20,000 to $40,000 this
year, and each of the next
two years.

The TILF Diamond
Anniversary honored
three new recipients this
year with a one year $500
memorial scholarship:
Elizabeth Sue Barrington,
sister of UIL Director, Bill
Farney; James H. Colvin,
former UT vice- president;

and Carroll Ray Daniel, former high school football
coach and most recently UIL compliance officer.

The UIL Legislative Council Scholarship honors the
Legislative Council Chairman each year. This year TILF
honored chairman Don Gibson, superintendent of Wall
ISD for his service to the council.

The annual Lloyd T. Jones scholarships became en-
dowed. This year the scholarship provided two $2,500
scholarships. In the future it will support six $2,500
scholarships.

The Robert Mueller Memorial Scholarship was en-
dowed for a former TILF board member and longtime
supporter of TILF through his service by donating his
service to file the annual TILF IRS Tax Filing through his
law firm of , Mueller, Vacek and Kiecke, L. L. P.

The Abell-Hanger Foundation of Midland has given
one special scholarship this year to honor TILF president,
Garry W. Vacek.  Mr. Vacek, an attorney, devotes hours
of service to TILF handling the annual IRS return and
other matters concerning the scholarship program.

The Louise P. and Joe B. Cook Endowment received
a $150,000 increase, which enables that scholarship to
increase in the total given over four years from $2,800 to
$3,700.

All TILF applicants must qualify by competing in one
of the UIL academic contests on the state level.  Some
donors have additional requirements that applicants must
meet. Students must begin their higher education at an
approved Texas college or university by the fall term
following their high school graduation.  Applications are
available in March of each year and are accepted from
April 1 through the Tuesday following the UIL Aca-
demic State Meet during the applicants’ graduation year.
Applicants are notified in mid-June each year if they
have received a scholarship.

“The applicants GPA and entrance exam scores seem
to reach higher levels each year,” TILF executive director
and secretary Bailey Marshall said. “Every student who
applied can be successful in college and in their chosen
profession. Unfortunately we do not have scholarships
for all applicants.”

The percentage of new students receiving a scholar-
ship this year was 62  percent of those that applied.  Of the
new students receiving scholarships this year, 73 percent
had an SAT (or ACT equivalent) score of 1200 or above.
There were 33 recipients that scored 1500 and above.

TILF scholarships exceed $1.3 million

1A - 91 first 107
2A - 91 second 49
3A - 99 third 53
4A - 88 fourth 35
5A - 80 fifth 29
     449 Top 5 in class   273 (62%)

 “The TILF scholarship recipients continue to suc-
ceed in college better than students with similar test
scores and rank in class,” Marshall said. “This agrees with
research that indicates that students who participate in
extra-curricular activities have a higher success rate in
college. I know of no other scholarship board that has
selected students that have done as well as the TILF
recipients.  The college grade point averages for the TILF
scholarship students continue to be outstanding.”

The past year’s GPA’s were: 28 percent 4.0, 62 per-
cent above 3.5 percent, and 84 percent above 3.0.

The TILF board continually works to acquire more
money for the endowed funds and for the annual schol-
arships, Marshall said.  The new TILF goals are to in-
crease the permanent endowment to six million dollars
and to raise the value of the scholarships. Annual dona-
tions are now averaging over one million dollars.

“Perhaps one day there will be sufficient funds to
award each applicant a scholarship,” he said.

Anyone interested in setting up an endowed or an-
nual scholarship should contact the UIL office. Dr.
Marshall asked that anyone who would like to contribute
to the foundation call the TILF at 512-471-5883.

“All the funds contributed to the endowed fund
remain in an account for that person or organization if
they so desire,” Marshall explained. “When someone
endows a scholarship, that scholarship is given in the
name of the donor from now on.  There are no adminis-
trative funds used from a person’s endowment or annual
contribution.  Every penny is used for scholarships.  An
annual report on the success of the recipients is mailed to
the donor.”

“An Investment in Young Minds” is the motto for the
TILF.  The TILF Scholarship Program can tailor a schol-
arship to suit any donors’ wishes if they are looking for a
way to help the youth of Texas, Marshall said.

Recipients
by Conference

Recipients Rank
in Class:

Male Recipients Female Recipients

TILF scholarship distribution

230 219

by Kim Rogers
UIL Public Information Officer

The 2002-03 scoring structure for the Lone Star Cup,
presented by Texas Dodge Dealers, has been
changed.   This year’s Cup will include additional

points for non-athletic events, while the number of
points for athletic events will not change.

Schools will now earn points for district and regional
academic championships as well as their performance at
the Academic State Meet. Additionally, schools that
advance in first place from regional and area marching
band contests will also earn points.

The new scoring information for the 2002-03 Lone
Star Cup can be found below, and on the UIL website at
www.uil.utexas.edu .
2002-03 Rules and Scoring Structure

Eligibility
All University Interscholastic League (UIL) member

high schools in good academic and athletic eligibility
standing will be included for contention. The UIL is
based on the premise that students are students first and
participation in activities is a privilege. Any member
school that is found to be in violation of UIL rules for any
portion of the 2002-03 school year will be subject to
penalties as governed by the UIL.

Sports/Activities Included
This annual program recognizes five high schools,

one in each of the five UIL classifications (5A, 4A, 3A,
2A, and 1A), based on their overall team achievement in
the following sanctioned 2002-03 UIL Athletic/Aca-
demic championships (all classes unless otherwise noted):

Team Sports
Boys: Girls:
Baseball Basketball
Basketball Soccer (4A & 5A only)
Football Softball
Soccer (4A & 5A only) Volleyball
Individual Sports
Boys: Girls: Boys & Girls (co-ed)
Cross Cross Team Tennis
Country Country (4A/5A only)
Golf Golf
Track Track
and Field and Field
Swimming Swimming
(4A/ 5A only) (4A/ 5A only)
Wrestling Wrestling

Non-Athletic Competitions
Boys and Girls (co-ed)
Marching Band (3A & 5A only in 2002-03)
One-Act Play
District, Regional, State Academic Meets

Sports/Activities Not Included
Any athletic, academic or other competition not

specifically listed above will not be included in the Lone
Star Cup© standings. Individual tennis is not included in
the standings because team standings are not compiled at
the UIL State Meet. Team Tennis comprises the sport’s
representation in the program.

Points and Standings
Standings for the 2002-03 Lone Star Cup© are com-

piled via a year-long accumulation of points based on
team success at the district and state level in the UIL

activities listed above. Lone Star Cup© points are ac-
crued as follows:
• Team Sports
Regular Season
District Championship and Play-off Berth   4 points
Play-off Berth Only     2 points
Playoffs
For Each Victory or
Advancement via Bye or Forfeit     2 points
• Individual Sports
State Meet (not including Team Tennis)
First Place Finish in
Overall Team Standings 10 points
Second Place Finish in
Overall Team Standings 8 points
Third Place Finish in
Overall Team Standings 6 points
Fourth Place Finish in
Overall Team Standings 4 points
Fifth Place Finish in
Overall Team Standings 2 points
Team Tennis State Meet
State Championship 10 points
State Runner-up 8 points
State Semifinalists 5 points
Non-Athletic Competitions
• Academics
District Championship 4 points
Regional Championship 4 points

Lone Star Cup scoring structure changed

continued on page 9
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Staying in Step
Trying to avoid the mud and stay in step, a Garland
Rowlett band member keeps watch to the steps during
the state 5A marching band contest. Although the bands
had to battle the elements throughout the day, judges
were impressed with their outstanding performances.

Taking a Knee
As part of their performance, flute players kneel to
emphasize part of their performance. Any kind of
perfomance became difficult through the day as rain
caused havoc for the day’s events.

The Right Moment
Members of the Pearsall band wait for the
drum major’s signal for their next contribu-
tion to the presentation. Pearsall placed

sixth in the 3A state marching band con-
test.

Rain, Rain Go Away!
Rain hampered many band’s performances throughout the day.
Above, water flies as senior Michael Lark and sophomore Josh
Powell play the drums during Duncanville’s performance. After
finalists were named, directors of the bands in the finals decided
not to compete again because of the soft field. (left) One member
fights the rain coming off his instrument as he and his band
perform during the preliminaries. Members of all bands involved
were seen sliding and falling during the competition.

photos by Randy Vonderheid with contributions
from Christopher Ketner of the Duncanville High
School publications department.
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The 21st century is
not much like the
“future world” of

the Jetsons, an “old world”
cartoon. In the society in
which the Jetsons lived,
robots cleaned houses,
served food that material-
ized at the push of a button
and generally took care of
everyone. Mrs. Jetson and
her daughter Judy had
plenty of time to get their
hair and nails done, and
they always looked perky
and energetic. The son,
Elroy, did not return home
after school to an empty house because the robot was
there and usually his mother, too, since she had all day to
jet around doing whatever she wanted to do. Doesn’t
sound like our world.

We rush to get the kids fed, dressed and to school. We
rush to get to our jobs. We rush to make copies, grade
papers, and get home in order to start all over again. All
this rushing around is exhausting, and we have little time
for leisure. I don’t know about you, but just writing about
it makes me tired.

So, how do you add one more thing to your duties, like
UIL? The Merriam Webster’s Intermediate Dictionary de-
fines efficient as “capable of producing desired results
especially without waste (as of time or energy).” You have
to be efficient when working on UIL activities just as you
have to be in your daily life. Why should UIL be reserved
only for those students on the actual academic team? The
contests are curriculum-based, and, therefore, appropri-
ate for classroom use. Someone suggested that using UIL
materials in the classroom might be “double dipping.” I
hope it is!

While I’m not advocating avian murder, Mark Twain’s
adage fits: you can kill two birds with one stone. How
efficient is that? Why not accomplish your UIL goals in
the context of curriculum goals? All students write,
perform math operations, speak and listen — which are
focuses of UIL contests.

Making your life easier is not the only advantage of
using UIL materials in the classroom. Students benefit.
Not everyone will compete at UIL district, but all chil-
dren benefit from challenging writing and math assign-
ments. And it is all right that students will perform at
varying levels and for you to dispense with the contest
timeframe; you can impose this later on the academic
team. Who cares if someone is obviously not in conten-
tion for a medal? The educational benefits from the
activities are far more important than the hardware.

The second grade creative writing contest in relation
to the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) is
the focus of this column.

Promotion of creativity in an academic format and
encouraging writing skills in an early grade level are the
UIL goals for the contest. Contestants receive a prompt
comprised of five captioned pictures. In 30 minutes or
less, they must write a story or essay using at least one of
the pictures.

Creativity is one of the criteria for evaluating the
contestant’s story. It is worth 60 percent of the student’s
overall rank. The criterion itself is divided into catego-
ries: substance, clarity and specific details and examples,
which individualize the story and are an outgrowth of the
writer’s experience and character. This portion of the

contest incorporates the following TEKS for second
grade language arts:  (14) Writing/purposes. The student
writes for a variety of audiences and purposes, and in
various forms. The student is expected to:

(A) write to record ideas and reflections;
(B) write to discover, develop, and refine ideas;
(C) write to communicate with a variety of audi-

ences;
(D) write in different forms for different purposes such

as stories.
(18) Writing/writing processes. The student selects

and uses writing processes for assigned writing. The
student is expected to:

(A) generate ideas for writing by using prewriting
techniques such as drawing and listing key thoughts;

(B) develop drafts;
(C) revise selected drafts for varied purposes, includ-

ing to achieve a sense of audience, precise word choices,
and vivid images.

The second criterion for evaluation of the student’s
writing involves organization and counts for 30 percent
of the overall rank. The competitor must write in a logical
and coherent manner. The story or essay must have a
beginning, middle and end. The second grade language
arts TEK supported by this section of the contest is (20)
Writing/inquiry/research.

The student uses writing as a tool for learning and
research. The student is expected to:

(B) record his/her own knowledge of a topic in various
ways such as by drawing pictures, making lists, and
showing connections among ideas.

The last criterion for evaluating contest stories or
essays is style, which counts for 10 percent of the overall
evaluation. The divisions for this criterion are avoiding
errors in sentence structure, punctuation, grammar, spell-
ing and word usage.

While not heavily weighted in the contest, this evalu-
ation portion of creative writing supports several lan-
guage arts TEKS:

(15) Writing/penmanship/capitalization/punctuation.
The student composes original texts using the conven-
tions of written language such as capitalization and pen-
manship to communicate clearly. The student is ex-
pected to:

(A) gain increasing control of aspects of penmanship
such as pencil grip, paper position, stroke, posture, and
using correct letter formation, appropriate size, and spac-
ing;

(B) use word and letter spacing and margins to make
messages readable;

(C) use basic capitalization and punctuation cor-
rectly such as capitalizing names and first letters in
sentences, using periods, question marks, and exclama-
tion points;

(D) use more complex capitalization and punctuation
with increasing accuracy such as proper nouns, abbrevia-
tions, commas, apostrophes, and quotation marks.

(16) Writing/spelling. The student spells proficiently.
The student is expected to:

(B) write with more proficient spelling of regularly
spelled patterns such as consonant-vowel-consonant,
consonant-vowel-consonant-silent e, and one-syllable
words with blends;

(C) write with more proficient spelling of inflectional
endings, including plurals and verb tenses;

(D) write with more proficient use of orthographic
patterns and rules such as keep/cap, sack/book, out/cow,
consonant doubling, dropping e, and changing y to i.

(17) Writing/grammar/usage. The student composes
meaningful texts applying knowledge of grammar and
usage. The student is expected to:

(A) use singular and plural forms of regular nouns;
(B) compose complete sentences in written texts and

use appropriate end punctuation;
(C) compose sentences with interesting, elaborated

subjects;
(D) edit writing toward standard grammar and usage,

including subject-verb agreement; pronoun agreement,
including pronouns that agree in number; and appropri-
ate verb tenses in final drafts.

(18) Cited above:
(D) edit for appropriate grammar, spelling, punctua-

tion, and features of polished writings.
While I’m not the model of efficiency, I just killed two

birds with one stone: I started my contest-TEKS correla-
tion project and wrote my column. I hope you will use
UIL contest materials with all of your students. It creates
a win-win situation.

Two for one special
By using UIL contests in classroom, teachers can help students master TEKS

Please note:

*1994-2003

editions of the

Nystrom Desk
Atlas may be

used for the

cmaps, graphs

& charts con-

test.

*The Merriam
Webster’s Inter-
mediate Dictio-
nary is the

official dictio-

nary for the

elementary and

junior high

dictionary skills

and spelling

contests.

*The UIL con-

test tapes for

music memory

must be used at

the UIL district

meet. You may

not make your

own contest

tapes.

Contestants who adopt such an organizational pat-
tern will find themselves to be more successful at district
and regional as well as ranked higher by the very experi-
enced judges at the UIL state meet.

Finally, basic concepts of an organized speech are
essential to either of the extemporaneous speaking events:
a creative introduction rather than the statement of the
topic as the opening words of the speech; a preview that
establishes not only the points to be covered but also

establishes the appropriate organizational pattern for the
purpose and the topic (as well as stating the position that
the speaker is taking in persuasion); a body that ad-
equately develops the topic using signposting and inter-
nal summaries and previews as transitions; and a conclu-
sion that includes an appropriate summary and a con-
cluding statement with a note of finality.

These organizational elements are key in a winning
extemporaneous speech.

continued from page 4

Speakers should incorporate basics of speech
into competitive speaking activities

Why should UIL be reserved only for those students on the actual
academic team? The contests are curriculum-based, and, therefore,
appropriate for classroom use. Someone suggested that using UIL
materials in the classroom might be “double dipping.” I hope it is!
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Dec. 5, 2002 (Thursday)
Grand Prairie HS, Grand Prairie
Contests: scrimmage/workshop for
Current Issues & Events and Social
Studies only
Contact: Jonathan Head
phone: 972 809 5711
fax:  972 808 5775
e-mail: jonathan.head@gpisd.org

Dec. 6-7, 2002
Bay City HS, Bay City
Contests: All UIL speech events with
additional acting, speaking, interp,
music and dance events
Contact: Andy Berkovsky
phone:  979-245-5771 ext 1800
fax: 979-245-1220
e-mail: dungeoneers@yahoo.com

Dec. 6-7, 2002
Sul Ross State U., Alpine
Contests: all UIL academic events
Contact: Esther Rumsey
phone:
fax:
e-mail: erumsey@sulross.edu

Dec. 7, 2002
Carroll HS, Southlake
Contests: Computer Science only
Contact: Stacey Armstrong
phone: (817) 949 5884
fax: (817) 949 5858
e-mail:   http://www.southlake
carroll.edu/CSHS/progcont.htm
Mr. Armstrong
sarmsto@cisdmail.com

Dec. 7, 2002
Karnes City HS, Karnes
Contests: C-X, L-D, poetry, prose,
informative/persuasive
Contact: Grace Soliz
phone: 830-780-2437
fax: 830-780-4352
e-mail: gsoliz@karnesec.net

Dec. 7, 2002
Belton HS, Belton
Contests: speech, debate
and academics
Contact: Aisha Dudley
phone: 254-933-4624
fax:
e-mail: adudley@bisd.net

Dec. 7, 2002
Edinburg North HS,  Edinburg
Contests: all events EXCEPT debate
and social studies
Contact: Judy Krommendyk
phone: (956) 316-7654 x233
fax: (956) 316 7712
e-mail: JAKROMME@aol.com

Dec. 7, 2002
Seminole HS,  Seminole
Contests: high school number sense,
calculator, math, science and
computer science
Contact: John Carl
phone: (915) 631-6008
fax: (915) 758-8146
e-mail: jcarl@seminole.k12.tx.us

Dec. 7, 2002
Premont HS, Premont
Contests: all literary events, except
computer science; prose and poetry
only speech events offered
Contact:  Irma M. Johnson
phone: (361) 348-3587, ext. 29
fax: (361) 348-2914
e-mail:ijohnson@ premontisd.esc2.net

Dec. 13-14, 2002
United South HS, Laredo
Contests: all events
Contact: Jorge Valadez
phone: (956) 726-6446
fax: (956) 726-6486
e-mail: jvaladez@uisd.net

Jan. 11, 2003
Gregory-Portland HS, Portland
Contests: all UIL academic & literary
events (set A materials).
No speech or debate events
Contact: Judy Monk or Richard
Eleazer
phone: 361-643-2538
fax: 361-643-6516
e-mail: jmonk@gpisd.esc2.net or
releazer@gpisd.esc2.net

Jan. 11, 2003
Denison HS, Denison
Contests: all academic events, speech
and debate
Contact: Lynn  Blount
phone: (903) 462-7154
fax: (903) 462-7217
e-mail:lblount@denisonisd.net

Jan. 11, 2003
John Marshall HS, San Antonio
Contests: All academic events except
speech and debate
Contact: Lynn  Blount
phone:
fax: (210) 706-7175
e-mail:jones_joanne@nisd.net

Jan. 11, 2003
Grand Prairie HS, Grand Prairie
Contests: Most academic events
offered.  State release "A" material
will be used.  No Drama, No Speech
Contact: Jonathan Head
phone: 972 809 5711
fax:  972 808 5775
e-mail: jonathan.head@gpisd.org

Jan. 11, 2003
Blanco HS, Blanco
Contests: academic, speech/debate
Contact: Russell Kirkscey
phone: (830) 833-4337
fax:
e-mail: kirkscey@moment.net

Jan. 11, 2003
Pine Tree HS, Longview
Contests: all events
Contact: Susan Duncan
phone: (903) 295-5031
fax: (903) 295 -5029
e-mail: sduncan@pinetree.esc7.net

Jan. 17-18, 2003
Mount Pleasant HS, Mount Pleasant
Contests: all academic contests (LD ,
CX debate and Ready Writing on
Friday,  all others on Saturday)
Contact: J. Barton
phone: 903-575-2020 Ext. 44
fax:
e-mail: louiebarton@hotmail.com

Jan. 17-18, 2003
Hamshire-Fannett HS, Hampshire
Contests: all academic events
including CX Debate (Invitational A
materials used)
Contact: Janice Chesson
phone: (409) 243-2510 ext. 145
fax: (409) 243-2518
e-mail: jachesson@esc5.net

Jan. 17-18, 2003
Princeton HS, Princeton
Contests: all academic events
including debate (Friday debate;
Saturday all other events)
Contact: Jimmy Smith
phone: (972) 736-3633
fax: (972) 736-5902
e-mail: jlsmith_theatre@yahoo.com

Jan. 18, 2003
Smithville HS, Smithville
Contests: Novice and Senior L.D. and
CX
Contact: Vicki Hall
phone: 512-237-2451
fax: 512-237-5643
e-mail: hall_vicki@hotmail.com

Jan. 18, 2003
Brackenridge HS, San Antonio
Contests: Original tests used; CX and
LD debate offered; all UIL events
except Computer App. Extra
contests:  Spanish I - IV and Video
Contests
Contact: Cindy Grauke
phone: 210-533-8144X3054
fax: 210-534-9770
e-mail: cindygrauke@yahoo.com

Jan. 18, 2003
Midway HS, Waco
Contests: all events except CX
debate. Will use Set A materials
Contact: Jim Seale
phone: (254) 761-5650
fax:
e-mail:  jim.seale@Midwayisd.org

Jan. 18, 2003
Andrews HS, Andrews
Contests: All UIL academic events
including speech and debate
Contact: Jim Leach/Tommy
Dittberner
phone: 915-523-3640
fax: 915-523-6807
e-mail:
tdittberner@andrews.esc18.net

Jan. 24-25, 2003
El Campo HS, El Campo
Contests: novice and senior divisions
of CX, LD, prose, poetry and extemp.
Will also ofer solo
acting, duet acting, group improv,
readers theater,
storytelling, oratory, impromptu,
costume design, set design
Contact: Katrese Skinner
phone: (979) 543-6341
fax: (979) 543-2528
e-mail: kskinner@ecisd.org

Jan. 24-25, 2003
Athens HS, Athens
Contests: Debate prelims will be on
Friday night.  Semis and finals on
Saturday along with oratory (NFL)
prose, poetry, informative and
persuasive speaking
Contact: Myrna Bass
phone:
fax:
e-mail: mbass@mail.athens.esc7.net

Jan.  25, 2003
Brock HS, Brock
Contests: All events except C-X
Contact: Carmyn Coleman
phone: (817) 594-3492
fax: (817) 594-2509
e-mail: ccoleman@brockisd.net

Jan. 25, 2003
Rice HS, Rice
Contests: LD and CX only
Contact: Lamont Smith
phone: (903) 326-4502
fax: (903) 326-5042
e-mail: pastorlmsmith@hotmail.com

Jan.  25, 2003
Ennis HS, Ennis
Contests: All events but CX and
Social Studies
Contact: Tonya Harper
phone: (972) 872-9578
fax: (972) 875-7027
e-mail: harpert@ennis.ednet10.net

Jan. 25, 2003
Brownwood HS, Brownwood
Contests: All UIL academic and
speech events including LD and CX
debate
Contact: Larry Mathis
phone: (915) 646-9549 ext 4175
fax: (915) 641-9810
e-mail: larry.mathis@netxv.net

Jan. 25, 2003
Texas Tech Univ., Lubbock
Contests: All UIL academic events
except speaking events (Set A
materials used). No hands-on
computer exam.
Contact: Lynn Elms
phone: 806-742-2350
fax: 806-742-1660
e-mail: lynn.elms@ttu.edu

Jan.  25, 2003
Southwest HS, San Antonio
Contests: all events including Social
Studies pilot
Contact: Oscar R. Castaneda
phone: (210) 622-4500
fax: (210) 622-4501
e-mail: mathozz@aol.com

Jan.  25, 2003
Hereford HS, Hereford
Contests: Speech UIL events and
Impromptu Speaking (limited to 4A
schools and under)
Contact: Lana Hall
phone: (806) 363-7620 ext 342
fax: (806) 363-7688
e-mail: LanaHall@hisd.net

Jan.  25, 2003
O'Connor HS, San Antonio
Contests: TMSCA Math & Science
events (UIL math events, science,
and computer science.  Will use
TMSCA and Scroggs tests)
Contact: Tony Potter
phone: (210) 695-4800 x2124
fax: (210) 695-4804
e-mail: tony_potter@nisd.net

Jan.  25, 2003
Hirschi Math/Science Magnet,
Wichita Falls
Contests: TMSCA Number Sense,
Calculator, Mathematics, Science for
4th-8th graders
Contact: Elaine Beck
phone:( 940) 716-2800
fax:
e-mail: ebeck@wfisd.net

Jan. 25, 2003
Andrews HS, Andrews
Contests: TMSLA, NS, Cal, Math,
Sci, Comp Sci
Contact: Jim Leach/Tommy
Dittberner
phone: 915-523-3640 x150
fax: 915-523-6807
e-mail:
tdittberner@andrews.esc18.net

Jan. 31-Feb. 1, 2003
Angleton HS, Angleton
Contests: CX & LD Debate, Extemp,
Oral Interp (UIL categories & rules),
Solo & Duet Acting, Group Improv,
Bible Read-ing, Storytelling,
Impromp-tu & Sales Speaking
Contact: Karen Matt
phone: (979) 849-8206
fax: (979) 864-8675
e-mail:
kmatt@angleton.isd.tenet.edu

Feb. 1, 2003
Valley View HS, Valley View
Contests: TMSCA High School (9-
12) — NS, CAL, SCI, MATH,
COMPSCI
Contact: Patti Wilson
phone: 940-726-3522
fax: 940-726-3862
e-mail: pwilson@esc11.net

Feb. 1, 2003
Taft HS, Taft
Contests: all UIL contests except
speech
Contact: Jeanie Wolter
phone: 361-528-2636 ext 2460
fax: 361-528-4530
e-mail: mwolter@taftisd.esc2.net

Feb. 1, 2003
South Plains College, Levelland
Contests: Math, Number sense,
Calculator, Science
Contact: Pat Foard
phone: 806-894-9611 ext. 2797
fax:
e-mail:
pfoard@southplainscollege.edu

Feb. 1, 2003
Lufkin HS, Lufkin
Contests: all UIL events except CX
Contact: Kathy Williams or Leeanne
Solice
phone: 936-630-4399
fax: 936-630-4399
e-mail: roywilliams@cox-internet.com

Feb. 1, 2003
Idalou HS, Idalou
Contests: All events excluding CX.
LD pending (1A, 2A, 3A schools
only)
Contact: Sherry Bigham
phone: (806) 892-2123
fax: (806) 892-2690
e-mail: sbigham@idalouisd.esc17.net

Feb. 7-8, 2003
Lee HS, Tyler
Contests: all  academic contests with
social studies. CX and LD scheduled
Feb. 7
Contact: Lisa Ryan
phone: 903-531-3955
fax: 903-533-5112
e-mail: Ryanl@tyler.sprnet.org

Feb. 7-8, 2003
Sonora HS, Sonora
Contests: all  academic and speaking
contests
Contact: Renee Casey
phone: (915) 387-6533
fax: (915) 387-5348
e-mail: renee.casey@netxv.net

Feb. 7-8, 2003
Ryan HS, Denton
Contests: UIL academic events
except CX and LD debate
Contact: Karen Guenther or David
Kamman
phone: 940-369-3074
fax:
e-mail: kguenther@dentonisd.org or
dkamman@dentonisd.org

Feb. 8, 2003
Coronado HS, Lubbock
Contests: all UIL contests except
speech and drama.  We will also have
Spanish
Contact: Jack Barton
phone: 806-766-0600
fax: 806-766-0560
e-mail: Jabar@lubbock.k12.tx.us

Feb. 8, 2003
Wimberley HS, Wimberley
Contests: all academic events
excluding speech/debate
Contact: Lydia Miller-Wyatt
phone: (512) 847-5729 x-234
fax: 512-847-7269
e-mail: lydmill@hotmail.com

Feb. 8, 2003
Wylie HS, Abilene
Contests: All UIL Academic events
including debate (We will use
Invitational B materials) (Limited to
Class A, AA, and AAA)
Contact: Amy White
phone: 915-690-1181
fax: 915-690-0320
e-mail: awhite@wylie.esc14.net

Feb. 8, 2003
Grandview HS, Grandview
Contests: All UIL Events except
Social Studies
Contact: Marilyn Rollins
phone: (817) 866 - 3320
fax: (817) 866 - 3351
e-mail: mrollins@gvisd.org

Feb. 8, 2003
Livingston High School, Livingston
Contests: All events except debate
Contact: Luanna Price
phone: 936-328-2278
fax: 936-328-2278
e-mail: lprice@esc6.net

Feb. 8, 2003
Kennedy HS, San Antonio
Contests: All events except debate
(will use Invitational B materials)
Contact: Abel Martinez
phone: (210) 444-8040
fax: (210) 444-8020
e-mail:

Feb. 8, 2003
Azle HS, Azle
Contests: Number Sense, Calculator,
mathematics, Science (high school
only) UIL Set B
Contact: Andy Zapata
phone: (817) 444-5555
fax: (817) 444-2323
e-mail: azapata@azle.esc11.net

Feb. 15, 2003
Alexander HS, Laredo
Contests: All events except CX-
Debate
Contact: Mario Rosales
phone: 956-718-9064
fax:
e-mail:  mrosales@surfus.net

Feb. 15, 2003
Tarkington HS, Cleveland
Contests: All events except CX
Contact: Sande Ryan
phone: (281) 592-7739
fax: (281) 592-0693
e-mail: sryan@tarkington.isd.esc4.net

Feb. 15, 2003
Yoakum HS, Yoakum
Contests: Testing events only
(Limited to Class A, AA, and AAA)
Contact: John  Chandler
phone: (361) 293-3442
fax: (361) 293-22145
e-mail: jchandler@yoakumisd.net

Feb. 21-22, 2003
Diboll HS, Diboll
Contests: all UIL events including
CX, plus Student
Congress
Contact: Gerry Wilbanks
phone: 936-829-5626
fax: 936-829-5708
e-mail: gwilbanks@diboll.esc7.net

Feb. 21-22, 2003
A&M Consolidated HS, College
Station
Contests: All UIL academic and
speech events
Contact: Amiee Parsons
phone: 979-764-5500
fax:
e-mail: gcfamiee@hotmail.com

Feb. 21-22, 2003
Sulphur Springs HS, Sulphur Springs
Contests: All UIL events except for
CX
Contact: LeAnne Verner
phone: (903) 885-2158
fax:  (903) 439-6116
e-mail: lverner@ssisd.net
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Please note:

The complete list

of invitational

meets appears both

in the Leaguer and

on the UIL web-

site.

Beginning in the

2003-2004 school

year, the list of

invitational meets

will appear only on

the UIL web-site:

www.uil.utexas.edu.

We encourage all

schools to make

full use of this web-

site.

Feb. 22, 2003
Westwood HS, Austin
Contests: speech, debate and
academic events; will use Invitational
B tests in most categories, exceptions
being Math events and computer
science
Contact: Alex Pritchard or Susan
Seale
phone: (512) 464- 4167
fax:  (512) 464-4020
e-mail:
Susan_Seale@roundrockisd.org

Feb. 22, 2003
Midlothian HS, Midlothian
Contests: all academic events
including CX and LD debate
Contact: Marilyn Lynch
phone: (972) 775-8237
fax:  (972) 775-3178
e-mail: marilyn_lynch@ midlothian-
isd.net

Feb. 22, 2003
McCollum HS, San Antonio
Contests: all academic events— no
CX and LD debate
Contact: Gilbert Casas
phone: (210) 977-1659
fax:  (210) 921-9673
e-mail:

March 1, 2003
Brenham HS, Brenham
Contests: All UIL events including
Social Studies, but CX is exempt
Contact: James Taylor
phone: (979) 277-6570 x1490
fax: (979) 277-6544
e-mail: jamest@brenhamisd.net

March 1, 2003
Fabens HS, Fabens
Contests: All UIL events except one-
act play and C-X debate
Contact: Penny Jones
phone: (915) 764-2246
fax: (915) 764-4953
e-mail: jcentavo@att.net

March 1, 2003
Cooper HS, Abilene
Contests: all events (no speaking
events), including social studies
Contact: Sharron E. McClellan
phone: (915) 691-1000  x3430
fax: (915) 690-3402
e-mail: mcclellans@aisd.org

March 1, 2003
La Joya HS, La Joya
Contests: full UIL high school meet,
except CX
Contact: E. Nena Garza or Joe
Mancias
phone: (956) 580-5185
fax:  (956) 580-5186
e-mail: e.garza4@ljisd.esc1.net

March 1, 2003
North Lamar HS, North Lamar
Contests: math/sciecne practice
tournament using TMSCA materials
Contact: Dennis Hodgkiss
phone: (903) 737-2011
fax:
e-mail: dhodgkiss@nlamar.esc8.net

March 1, 2003
Port Neches-Grove, Port Neches
Contests: Number sense, mathe-
matics, calculator applications,
science, Computer science, news
writing, headline writing, feature
writing, editorial writing.
Contact: Jim Ramsden
phone:
fax:
e-mail: jramsden@esc5.net

March 8, 2003
Azle HS, Azle
Contests: Number Sense, Calculator,
mathematics, Science (grades 5-8
only)
Contact: Andy Zapata
phone: (817) 444-5555
fax: (817) 444-2323
e-mail: azapata@azle.esc11.net

March 8, 2003
Edinburg North HS,  Edinburg
Contests: all events EXCEPT debate
and social studies; both testing and
hands-on programming in the
computer science contest
Contact: Judy Krommendyk
phone: (956) 316-7654 x233
fax: (956) 316 7712
e-mail: JAKROMME@aol.com
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✔  That the total number of high school athletic partici-
pants in Texas was 773,850 students?
✔  California was second with 656,245.
Sometimes we only get coal in our stockings at Christ-
mas.  Our coal comes in the form of:
✔  Rally scoring in volleyball (pro or con)
✔  Coach ejections
✔  School boards that give a coach 4-3 vote of confi-
dence (especially if the board president has a kid on the
team who is less than talented).
✔  Ineligible participants at or near district certification
✔  Schools failing to complete paperwork in a timely
manner
✔  Lawsuits
✔  Shortages in officiating
✔  Steroids and the West Nile Virus
✔  Non-school activities that intrude upon school pro-
grams (i.e. club volleyball during school basketball,
non-school basketball during track & field and baseball
and baseball during football season)

Finally in the spirit of the holidays the UIL Christ-
mas list is posted for Santa.

Here’s wishing for
✔  no inclement weather on the weekends of our out-
door championships

State Meet
First Place Finish in
Overall Team Standings 10 points
Second Place Finish in
Overall Team Standings 8 points
Third Place Finish in
Overall Team Standings 6 points
Fourth Place Finish in
Overall Team Standings 4 points
Fifth Place Finish in
Overall Team Standings 2 points
One Act Play (State Meet only)
First Place Finish in
Overall Standings 10 points
Second Place Finish in
Overall Standings 8 points
Third Place Finish in
Overall Standings 6 points
•Marching Band
Regional Championship 4 points
Area Championship 4 points
State Meet
First Place Finish in
Overall Standings 10 points
Second Place Finish in
Overall Standings 8 points
Third Place Finish in
Overall Standings 6 points
Fourth Place Finish in
Overall Standings 4 points
Fifth Place Finish in
Overall Standings 2 points

*Please note that district championships are only
included in the standings for the aforementioned UIL
events. District championships for all other activities are
not included in these standings.

In the event of a team championship tie or a tie in the
final standings for the individual sports and academic
competitions, the schools will split the allotted points.

Example #1: If by unforeseen events, the baseball
championship game ends in a tie, the two teams will split
the two points normally awarded to the winner.

Example #2: A two-way tie for third in the Boys cross
country competition would result in five point being
awarded to both teams.

Official Tie Breakers
If two schools in the same classification finish the UIL

athletic/academic year tied atop the Lone Star Cup©
point standings, the overall winner will be determined as
follows:

1. Most overall state championships in all activities
included in the Lone Star Cup© program.

2. Most total points received in the state academic
meet.

3. Most district championships in all team sports
included in the Lone Star Cup© program.

State or National Polls
A high school’s rank in a state or national poll will not

count in the Lone Star Cup© standings. All points are
based on a high school’s finish in the championships for
the aforementioned UIL-sanctioned sports and activi-
ties.

Publication/Verification of Standings
Lone Star Cup© standings will be officially released

on this website four times during the academic year. The
expected release dates are as follows:

• Update #1: Jan. 17, 2003
includes marching band, team tennis, cross country,

volleyball and football;
• Update #2: March 21, 2003
includes swimming, wrestling and basketball
• Update #3: May 23, 2003
includes soccer, golf, track & field, one-act play and

all academic meets;
• Final Standings: June 13, 2003
includes baseball and softball
Standings will be publicized on Fox Sports Net South-

west via the “High School Xtra” television show on each
of the scheduled release dates, on the UIL web site and in
the UIL Leaguer.

continued from page 8

Lone Star Cup to consider more
academic competition in tabulations

“Schools will still send in their money, just like
they normally do,” Deel said. “The process will still
work the same.”

Deel also says the accounting office is looking
into adding an option to submit payments online by
the 2004-2005 school year.

In the meantime, Deel hopes this new payment
option will catch on and improve the system.

“I’m sure there will be a few glitches at first,” she
said. “But I hope it all goes smoothly. It will save
everyone some time. I think it will be a lot easier for
schools to pay this way.”

ing the language for Computer Science from C++
to Java, prohibit calculators in Computer Science,
change the way computers are to be used in journal-
ism by requiring those who wish to use computers to
use laptops and to allow computers to be used in
ready writing at regional and state using laptops;
(music) several proposals making some changes in
ensemble and orchestra programs, judges’ locations
and opportunities to judge, the eight-hour rule for
band; (athletic) subject tennis coaches to same
COPE attendance and penalties, baseball and soft-
ball tournament scheduling, fee increases for soccer
officials, filing previous athletic participation forms,
change the week of soccer state tournament, alter
the medical history form and regional qualifier
participation.

All changes can be viewed on the UIL web page.

We can also explore other outdoor facilities.
Many new stadiums have been built in recent years,
and it is certainly possible to investigate these op-
tions. Again, whatever location is used it must be
selected with the input of directors and school ad-
ministrators across the state.

Regardless of what the future holds, all concerned
parties should know that no decision pertaining to
the state marching band contest or the events leading
to the competition are made casually, thoughtlessly
or without careful consideration of all options and
consequences.

Time will heal the anger and frustration. Hope-
fully time will permit us to examine current policies,
solicit input from directors as we explore other ven-
ues and options for the future. Our students and
programs deserve no less.

✔  no ineligible participants on varsity teams
✔  more qualified officials
✔  District executive committees that thoroughly ad-
dress Previous Athletic Participation Forms and the
issue of parent residence and students who change
schools for athletic purposes.
✔  A resolve to the issue of public school finance
✔  A definition of sufficient diligence
✔  A manufacturer that will produce and sell a helmet
appropriate for pole vaulting
✔  Patience for fans attending the state basketball tour-
nament as they deal with the construction at the Frank
Erwin Special Event Center
✔  Parking for the patrons of the Frank Erwin Special
Event Center
✔  Sanity for those responsible for non-school programs
so that students are not placed in compromising posi-
tions and do not have to choose between school pro-
grams and non-school activities
✔  More students who are multi-sport athletes
✔  A Fiesta Bowl berth for the University of Texas and
Mack Brown
✔  Another Rocky Road candy bar from my friend Eddie
Wolski at the Texas High School Coaches Association

Have a happy holiday season and good luck to all of
our schools!

continued from...
Shepley takes over science
continued from page 7

Council makes minor changes
continued from page 1

League offers credit to some
continued from page 1

Rain hampers band contest
continued from page 13

Holiday treats spread to all
continued from page 15

“Throughout
the years, UIL
has pushed me
to do the best I
can, not only in
its great aca-
demic contests,
but in school as
well.  The
discipline it
requires mirrors
that of what
students are and
will be called
upon to show in
high school,
college, and the
future.”

Chris
Neuman

El Paso HS,
El Paso

said. “These books would be announced about a year
in advance. For example, one could base the entire
physics part on Hawking’s A Brief History of Time
(and of course, on whatever references students would
need to understand it and its implications).

“A second idea is to have questions based on
readings provided in the contest. For example, in
physics, a long paragraph describing a physical situ-
ation could be included with up to 10 questions based
on it. These suggestions are examples of ways the
contest could evolve, to make it more interesting and
varied, with other changes occurring from year to
year.”



Richard Floyd
Music Director

ADDRESS TMAA
CORRESPONDENCE

TO:
Dr. Jay Dunnahoo

Executive Secretary
Texas Music
Adjudicators
Association

410 Coronado Dr.
Kerrville, TX 78028

830/792-5224
Fax: 830/792-5917
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by Leland Sharrock
TMAA President

My two years as president of TMAA will be ending
this February at the close of the TMEA Conven-

tion.  I would like to take a little space in this article to
thank those responsible in helping TMAA move into the
21st century.

During past president Kathy Fishburn’s tenure, Melva
Sebesta, our beloved executive secretary for 10 years,
retired and shortly thereafter passed away. We will always
remember her as a very important friend and mentor. In
replacing Melva, the executive committee was faced
with a very difficult task.

From several very well-qualified candidates, the com-
mittee selected Dr Jay Dunnahoo to become the new
executive secretary. Dr. Dunnahoo’s charge was to up-
date our communication and computer capabilities.
Working closely with TMEA deputy director Frank
Coachman, we now have a TMEA-hosted website.  Us-
ing this new technology, our membership is now listed
on-line and, when updates are needed, can be corrected
instantly.   Why not go to the website (www.tmea.org/
086_Tmaa) and check your personal data?  If you dis-
cover an error or omission, use the link in the website to
contact TMAA so that corrections or additions can be
made.

UIL Region executive secretaries use the on-line
listing in seeking potential adjudicators for their local
contests. The current year judging assignments are listed
on the website for all TMAA members. This provides the
executive secretaries a much more efficient method of
surveying availability of potential judges. They simply go
on-line to see if the judges they are considering are

already under contract or are available for the dates of
their local contests. Thanks, Dr. Dunnahoo and Frank
Coachman for your outstanding contribution to TMAA.

TMAA will be electing several new officers and
committee members during the general business meeting
to be held next February during the TMEA convention
in San Antonio. Specifically, we will be electing a presi-
dent-elect, concert band vice president, marching band
vice president, and two members of the CSAPP Commit-
tee.  The president-elect serves two years, followed by
two years as president and two years as past president.
During the two years as president-elect, this officer chairs
the CSAPP and the nominating committee. The vice
presidents serve three terms on the executive committee
and present workshops for their division during both the
TMEA convention and the summer conventions.

Members of the CSAPP serve three-year terms. Their
major function is reviewing membership applications. If
you have an interest in serving in one of these positions,
or know someone you wish to recommend, please contact
James Edwards, chair of the Nominating Committee at
Jaced1@aol.com.

The TMAA executive committee has proposed
changes to our constitution that should simplify mem-
bership requirements. Currently, members must attend a
general business meeting at least once every three years.
These meetings are held annually during the TMEA
convention in February. Thirty-three per cent of the
membership constitutes a quorum at the business meet-
ing. Members must also attend a judging workshop in
each of their judging specialties at least once every five
years.

The proposed constitutional changes alter both the
general business meeting attendance requirement and

the judging workshop attendance requirement to at least
once every four years. Also, 25 percent of the member-
ship will constitute a quorum at the general business
meeting. These proposed constitutional changes will be
voted upon during the general business meeting in Feb-
ruary.

As professionals, we have pledged to uphold the
standards of UIL and approach our adjudication in an
educated and professional manner. Accepting a judging
invitation means we place the dates in both our personal
and our school calendars and return the signed contract
to the executive secretaries without delay. It also means
that we do not cancel an existing judging assignment if a
better one is offered later. If an unavoidable situation
does develop that will prevent you from fulfilling your
judging obligation, you must contact the executive sec-
retary immediately so that an adequate replacement
judge can be obtained.

Also, professionals pay their TMAA dues on time and
attend the required judging workshops and general mem-
bership meetings on a timely basis. To be at your best
when judging, review the 11 Principles of Adjudication
in the handbook. Your criticism sheet should evaluate
the performance of the day, and most importantly, it
should provide suggestions to use in improving the group’s
future performances.

It has been a pleasure serving the TMAA members
the past four years. I look forward to continuing my work
on the executive committee as past president. Working
with our outstanding executive committee and CSAPP
has been a rewarding and enriching experience for me.
Thanks to all TMAA member who make our association
such a highly respected organization.

TMAA officers assume varied responsibilities

I t is inevitable that
weather conditions such
as we experienced in

Waco during the state march-
ing band contest create feel-
ings of frustration, disap-
pointment and anger. It
would be less than human to
feel otherwise. Many have
taken the time to share their
concerns. The following is a
response shared with many
who have taken the time to
call, e-mail or write us.

First, I offer my congratu-
lations to all participants for their professional conduct
throughout this event and for the mature way that deci-
sions were made as the day unfolded. I applaud everyone
associated with the schools represented. They all were
winners in every way.

The contest was in Waco for two primary reasons:
(1) When we left Memorial Stadium, Burger Center

and the City of Austin, the general preferences of band
directors was that we keep the event in the I-35 corridor
between D/FW and San Antonio.

 (2) Most directors also preferred that we not use a
domed stadium because of acoustical considerations. In
addition we needed a facility that offered a minimum of
20,000 seating capacity on the press box side of the field
for 4A and 5A events. Baylor Stadium fit those priorities.
Baylor University and the city of Waco were eager to

accommodate us and have been wonderful hosts.
Each year since that move we have surveyed schools

to determine if we should be considering other locations.
While there have been minor frustrations, most com-
ments have suggested the location and facilities met the
school’s needs for these events.  Thus we have continued
to host SMBC in Waco.

On Nov. 4 the UIL did monitor the weather closely.
Officials knew that conditions could be less than ideal
and were in constant communication with a meteorolo-
gist at Channel 10 in Waco. At 8 a.m. Monday several
music supervisors, participating school principals and
band directors were consulted regarding available op-
tions. Not a single person suggested canceling unless
lightning became an issue. Meteorologist reports assured
that there was no lightning within 150 miles of Waco.

The general consensus was we either march or cancel.
The cost and logistics of rescheduling an event involving
49 schools, thousands of students and approximately 200
charter buses was simply not viewed to be an option.
Based on all input, the decision was made to march.

The surface at Baylor is a gravel and sand base over a
synthetic overlay that is seeded with natural grass. It is
viewed to be an all-weather surface. It is supposed to
combine the advantages of natural grass with the all-
weather features of an artificial surface. Thus field condi-
tions were not anticipated to deteriorate to the degree
that they did.

By the time this became apparent in the early after-
noon, it seemed best to press forward and hopefully
complete prelims. Also, Channel 10 was telling us the

rain would gradually slacken and conditions would im-
prove.

On the other hand the Waco ISD Athletic Complex
had an artificial surface and the AAA bands were experi-
encing only the frustration of dampness and cold.

At the conclusion of AAAAA prelims, all directors
reported to the press box. The names of the seven bands
selected to advance to finals were announced in alpha-
betical order. Directors of these bands met with the me to
discuss the most recent weather report, the condition of
the field and the wisdom of continuing with the finals.
Keep in mind this discussion was held without anyone
knowing the order bands were ranked in the prelims.

It was the unanimous decision of all directors that it
was in the best interest of their students and their pro-
grams to cancel finals and let the results of the prelims
stand as the final rankings. The UIL Constitution and
Contest Rules provides for this option.

This is only the second time since 1984 the weather
had this kind of impact on the event. It would certainly be
my wish we never experience this kind of circumstance
again. But, this is a decision that must be made in partner-
ship with our schools.

Can we move to a dome for the future? If the directors,
administrators and schools of the state want to move to an
indoor facility, we can do it. You have my assurance there
will be extensive dialogue with all concerned parties
during the coming months. I am sure, too, the TMEA/
UIL marching band study committee will place this item
on its agenda as well.

Rain becomes overwhelming factor
at state marching band contest

continued on page 12
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I have always found that
it’s not the coaching
in itself that has

brought all the headaches;
it is the “other stuff.”
When people first decide
to get into coaching, I’m
sure they don’t realize they
will have to deal with all
this “other stuff.”

For better or worst, you,
the coach, do have to deal
with this “stuff.” I have to
do much the same thing
— deal with issues I get no
real pleasure from. Just try to remember that if you ignore
details, your team suffers.

Several concerns have been expressed by swimming
and diving coaches about their involvement with club
swim teams and what a UIL coach can or cannot do.
Most of the concerns center around two issues: (1) can a
school coach continue to coach their kids; and (2) can
they charge a fee to a club swimmer that is also one of
their school swimmers?

Here are some examples:
Scenario #1:
A high school swimming/diving coach is employed by

Cut and Shoot ISD. His high school team practices
before school and during some of the first period. After
the school day ends at 3:30 p.m., he coaches for a USA
swimming team named Swim Faster Aquatic Team. The
Swim Faster Aquatic Team has 200 swimmers age 5-18.
Some of the swimmers on the club team are from the Cut
and Shoot ISD and some are from neighboring school
districts. The Swim Faster Aquatic Team is open to
anyone who can meet the minimum swimming require-

ment of swimming four lengths freestyle. This is the only
requirement to be on the club team. The Swim Faster
Aquatic Team charges a set monthly fee that is the same
for every member within the group. From these fees, the
club team pays Cut and Shoot ISD pool rent, administra-
tive expenses, coach’s travel and salaries to the club
coaches. Is this a violation of Section 1201 (b) (9)?
...coaches shall not charge a fee for private instruction to
student athletes during the school year.

It is a violation if any part of the club coach’s salary is
paid based on the fact that he/she is offering instruction
or coaching a student(s) in grades 9-12 from their school
attendance zone during the school year. It is not a
violation if salary drawn is for coaching the club level
students not within his/her school attendance zone or a
student not in grades 9-12 from their school attendance
zone.

However, if a swim club has more than one team, a
masters team for example, and no student from that
coach’s attendance zone is on that team, a school coach
may coach that group and be paid for it.

Or does the restriction on charging fees for private
instruction applies only to those students who are:

(a) in grades 9-12?
(b) from the coach’s attendance zone?
(c) participating in the sport for which the coach is

responsible?
(A) AND (B) have been answered above. It does not

matter if a school coach is coaching a student in non-
school participation in a sport he/she does not coach... a
school coach cannot during the school year be paid to
coach any student in grades 9-12 from their school
attendance zone in non-school participation in any UIL
sponsored activity.

Does the phrase “private instruction” refer to one-on-
one private stroke instruction of which the swimmer pays

money directly to the coach?
No — see answers above.
Scenario #2
The Cut and Shoot ISD has passed a bond issue to

build a new swimming pool. Once it is completed, Cut
and Shoot ISD decides to start a school district run USA
swimming team. They charge a monthly fee to each
member. These fees help offset the coaches’ salaries and
other team expenses. The high school teams practices
before school, and their club team practices after school.
The USA swim team is made up of Cut and Shoot ISD
members, and for a higher fee, members of other school
districts. The fees are paid to the Cut and Shoot ISD and
the school district in turn pays the USA swimming
coaches salaries. The Swim Faster Aquatic Team has a
minimum requirement of swimming four lengths freestyle.
The high school coaches are also club coaches. Are they
in violation of Section 1201 (b) (9)?

Again, it is a UIL violation if any part of their salary
is drawn because they are coaching a swim club student
from their school attendance zone in grades 9-12. How-
ever, if a swim club has more than one team, a masters
team for example, and no student from that coach’s
attendance zone is on that team, a school coach may
coach that group and be paid for it.

Would it matter if the high school coaches are differ-
ent from the USA club team coaches? The USA club
coaches are still high school district employees.

If a school district employee who has no assigned
coaching duties with that school or ISD coaches the
swim team, that person would not be in violation of
Section 1209 (B) (9).

Please remember the 8-hour rule...club time counts
against the 8-hour rule if the student’s coach is also their
swim club coach.

Peter Contreras
Athletic Coordinator

Rachel Seewald
Athletic Coordinator

Swim coaches should check UIL rules
before accepting payment from club teams

I know I’m not getting any
younger, or so my friends
keep reminding me, but I

can clearly recall my tenure as
a high school athlete. In fact,
some of my fondest memories
are those involving my playing
days at Boerne High School.

When I think about why
high school sports were so im-
portant to me, I reflect on my
coaches, teammates, and espe-
cially my parents. My parents,
who happen to be the two great-
est individuals on the planet,
never put pressure on me. They always told me I played
a good game (even when it wasn’t deserved), and they
never embarrassed me by displaying poor sportsmanship.
The games were enjoyable because there wasn’t the “win-
at-all-costs” attitude that seems so prevalent today. Yes,
winning was important, but a loss certainly didn’t mean
it was the end of the world. Life would go on.

Unfortunately, in today’s society, unsportsmanlike
behavior by parents and fans is not only accepted, but
often times encouraged. Just last month, I received a
report of a parent at a high school in Texas who threw a
bottle at a line judge during a volleyball match. The line
judge was a student. The parent was an officer in the
school booster club.

This type of behavior is an embarrassment to the

entire school and community and should never be toler-
ated. The fact that an individual is a taxpayer is not a
license to verbally or physically abuse players, coaches or
officials. Believe it or not, many individuals seem to
maintain this philosophy.

According to a youth sport participation study by the
Athletic Footwear Association, the primary reason young-
sters ages 8 to 18 give for playing sports is “fun.” In order
for sports to remain fun, parents must let their children
play, let the coaches coach, and let the officials officiate.
It is also important that parents and fans understand the
rules of the game. Incidents can occur because individu-
als simply don’t know the rules.

Beginning this year, the UIL produced a Parent Infor-
mation Manual. This document is a valuable resource for
parents and fans. In addition, the UIL Sportsmanship
Manual has been updated and contains relevant informa-
tion for administrators, coaches, students, parents and
fans. Both manuals can be found on the UIL web site at
www.uil.utexas.edu.

Extracurricular activities are to be enjoyed by both
the participant and the spectator. Their outcome should
not cause undue pressure to be placed on the students,
coaches, sponsors, judges or officials. When this begins to
happen, it’s time to take a serious look at the programs to
see if they are teaching the ideals that were incorporated
into our schools to teach.

Competitive activities seem to operate within a fairly
broad spectrum, running the gamut between “It’s not
whether you win or lose, but how you play the game that

counts,” to Vince Lombardi’s famous battle cry “Win-
ning isn’t everything, it’s the only thing.” In recent years,
however, the pendulum seems to have swung in the
direction of extreme emphasis on winning.

I know I’m preaching to the choir, but for some reason
incidents involving parents and fans continue to be a
problem statewide. We usually discuss the ethics of fan
behavior only when something truly awful happens —
when a man comes out of a crowd to stab a tennis star,
when thousands are killed or injured during soccer riots,
when a homicide occurs after a Little League practice or
game, or when a father and his son jump onto a baseball
field to attack a first base coach.

Instead of waiting until something devastating hap-
pens, why not try to prevent the problems from happen-
ing in the first place? If that means you have to ban
certain individuals from attending your contests, so be it.
Don’t let one individual give your school or community
a bad name. One of the most important things we can do
is to keep our activities pure and fun.

The next time you’re at an athletic event, remember
that it’s only a contest and everyone, including the
officials, is doing their very best. It is, after all, just a game.

Parents sometimes ruin games for kids

check the UIL website:
www.uil.utexas.edu

for the latest information
on your sport

FOOTBALL
Michael Sadler,

Midland

BASKETBALL
Eric Heskett,

Mansfield Worley MS
Jeff Ward,

Linden Kildare
Jeff Richters,

Palestine Westwood
Roderick Hall,

Faith Family Academy

SOCCER
Dennis Vansa,

Silsbee
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The holiday season is
generally consid-
ered a time of giv-

ing.  With that sentiment
in mind it is appropriate
to give school administra-
tors and coaches a list of
rules that are commonly
overlooked.
DID YOU KNOW?

• That an athlete de-
clared ineligible for var-
sity competition by UIL
rules (excluding state law,
no pass-no play) may still
compete at the sub-var-
sity level?

UIL rules do not deny participation. Students ruled
ineligible shall not participate at the varsity level. These
students, however, are permitted to compete against
athletes and teams at the sub-varsity level.

• That foreign exchange students are not automati-
cally eligible for varsity competition?

Foreign exchange students must be part of a CSIET
exchange program, possess a J-1 visa, be approved by the
UIL foreign exchange waiver officer and be eligible in all
other respects. Otherwise the student could compete at
the sub-varsity level.

• That a student’s varsity eligibility is tied to the
residence of the parent or parents?

In the case of separated parents a student must apply
for a parent residence waiver. Students with divorced
parents could be eligible with either parent.

• That district executive committees are responsible
for developing a system in writing for breaking ties for
playoff representatives before the district race begins?

If the district does not have a plan developed, the
UIL system as determined by C&CR Section 1203 (h)
shall be applied.

• That it is a violation for a student to receive
anything of valuable consideration for competing in a
school tournament or match?

Students may accept symbolic awards (trophies, med-
als, plaques), but shall not accept t-shirts, bags, shoes,
etc. for participating. This includes winning teams who
shall not receive such items in lieu of trophies.

• The designated administrator is required to remain
on-site until game officials are safely escorted to their
vehicles?

Many incidents have occurred when the designated
administrator has left before the contest has ended. The
duties of the designated administrator have not ended
until the officials have been safely secured.

• That a coach ejected from a contest is required to
report the ejection in writing to an immediate supervisor
the next school day?

The immediate supervisor is required to submit the
ejection to the UIL.

• That state law prohibits teams from playing on
more than one school night during the regular season?

Exceptions are allowed for tournaments and the
playoffs. Schools should also be aware of calendar week
limitations in some activities.

• A five-day holiday break in December is required of
all participants and schools.

The five-day break can be scheduled differently for
each team. For example the freshman team may have a
separate five days than does the varsity.

• Students have to have been enrolled in four hours
of classes each day to be considered a full–time student

and eligible for competition?
Many seniors drop classes they do not need for gradu-

ation. Many times they drop below the four-hour mini-
mum and are ineligible for competition.

• Junior high or middle school contests shall not
begin before the end of the school day?

Junior high teams may travel during school time but
may not begin a contest or match until the end of the
school day for each participant.

In this spirit of giving here are some other interesting
facts and figures to be digested along with your holiday
feasts.
DID YOU KNOW
✔  That 454 teams qualified for football playoffs this year?
Forty one percent of the participating football schools
qualified, and 444 playoff games are scheduled through
the Division II Championships.
✔  That 448 teams qualified for volleyball playoffs this
year?

Forty seven percent of the participating schools qualified
for the playoffs and 443 games were played through the
state tournament.
✔  That 512 schools will qualify for basketball playoffs?
Forty one percent of the participating basketball schools
will qualify for the playoffs and 476 playoff games will be
played.
✔  The 1,222 schools participating in basketball will
travel 110,467 one way to each district game. Not bad
considering the schools are spread out over 267,000
square miles in five conferences.
✔  1,058 students competed in UIL State Cross Country
Championships? Team and individual champions were
crowned in each of the five conferences.
✔  152 students competed in the State Team Tennis
Tournament? Champions were crowned in two confer-
ences despite the rain.

A holiday treat for everyone
Rules, reminders give coaches early vacation presents, treats

Changes For Pole Vault Landing PadChanges For Pole Vault Landing PadChanges For Pole Vault Landing PadChanges For Pole Vault Landing PadChanges For Pole Vault Landing Pad

The National Federation track and field rules committee rec-
ommended changes regarding the pole vault landing pad, specifi-
cally enlarging the size of the landing pad. This is now a require-
ment for the 2003 track season. The new requirements are:

(1) minimum width of the pad to be 19’ 8”
(2) minimum length of the pad to be 20’ 5” from the front edge

of the vaulting box to the back of the pad. There must be 16’ 5” of
landing pad behind the vault box.

(3) the height (or thickness) of the landing pad to be a
minimum of 26”

(4) a collar be placed around the vault box to help minimize injuries
by vaulters falling into the box.

Upgrades to existing landing pads may be possible. The height of
the upgrade would need to be the same as the existing pad, must be
connected to the main pad, and all seams covered so the vaulter cannot
fall through the crack and strike the ground. The common cover must
cover the entire landing pad.

Below you will find a more detailed graphic from the NFHS that
includes details on the positioning of the standards within the are of the
pad.

19’ 8”

16’ 5”

16’ 5”
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30”

12”

0”

Maximum with across bottom of
cutout for planting box shall be 36”

Maximum distance from top of
stopboard of planting box to pad is
3”

➜

Restricted bar
movement

➜

➜

16’ 5”

continued on page 12



The UIL mails 15 copies of each issue of the Leaguer to every public
high school in Texas as well as copies to elementary and junior high
schools that have returned their Participation Cards. The Leaguer
contains vital infor-mation regarding UIL activities. Please distribute
these to coaches and sponsors of all UIL activities, and ask them to
share their copy. Also, visit our web site (http://www.uil.utexas.edu).
We recommend you distribute copies of the Leaguer to the following.

Distribution rights

Principal
Librarian
Academic Coordinator
Yearbook/Newspaper Adviser
Speech Director
Band Director
Choir Director
One-Act Play Director

Volleyball Coach
Baseball Coach
Girls Basketball Coach
Boys Basketball Coach
Football Coach
Girls Track Coach
Boys Track Coach

ELEMENTARY/JUNIOR HIGH

ART CONTEST
A View of El Paso and View of El
Paso  both count as correct titles
for the painting by Trousset.

HIGH SCHOOL

SECOND PLACE TEAM POINTS
addition to 902(m) Schedule of
Points — it is not noted in the
C&CR on the scoring for speech
and journalism dealing with sec-
ond place overall points. Sec-
ond place most overall points
should receive five (5) points
added onto the total score of
these two contests. These
points, approved by the Legisla-
tive Council, are noted in the
additional notes, but not on the
scoring schedule as noted on
page 57 of the Constitution and
Contest Rules.

HIGH SCHOOL SPELLING & VO-
CABULARY
Note clarification of the C&CR
and Word Power: Misuse of any
non-alphabetic element, such
as accent, apostrophe, hyphen,
tilde, umlaut, etc., or capitaliza-
tion is an error. Also, the Ameri-
can Heritage Dictionary of the
English Language, Third Edition,
will continue to be the official
dictionary until further notice,
but the new Fourth Edition is
also acceptable.

MATHEMATICS & SCIENCE
Re: Sec. 942 (e) (2) and Sec.
952 (e) (5): Add to List of
Approved Calculators:
Hewlett Packard
11C
15C
20S (20S II not permitted)
32S
32SII
These calculators were omitted
from the approved lists in the
C&CR and in the Academic
Coordinator’s Manual. They
have been added to the lists in
the Spring Meet Manual. Also,
note that the Hewlett Packard
calculators are still forbidden in
the Accounting Contest.

CALCULATOR APPLICATIONS
“The ratio of A to B” and the
“ratio between A and B” are
each defined to be the result of
the division, A/B.

ONE-ACT PLAY CONTEST
c. CONTEST PLAY SELECTION
AND ELIGIBILITY.
Section 1033:
F. Additions to the Basic Set
Not Requiring Approval. The
following (i) through (v) shall be
used upstage of the house
curtain/proscenium unless
architectural necessity dictates
otherwise. If architectural
necessity dictates using
downstage of the house
curtain/proscenium for unit set
or any other scenic device,
except hand held flags/
banners, an addition to the
basic set shall be required.

According to Subchapter H,
Rules and Amendments
Section 305, I am authorized
to issue the following
interpretation, which
constitutes binding action until
SEC issues an official
interpretation.
Conclusion:
A Contest Manager may submit
a request to the State Theatre
Director for permission to use
the area downstage of the
house curtain/proscenium for
unit set or any other scenic
device due to architectural
necessity.   This request shall
serve as a blanket approval for
all schools competing at that
site.

EL PASO BURGES HS
The State Executive Commit-
tee suspended Jessica Rae
Dennis, El Paso Burges High
School, from coaching/spon-
soring any UIL activities through
October 10, 2003.

ROBSTOWN HS
The State Executive Commit-
tee issued Coach Steve Castro
a public reprimand with proba-
tion through February 27, 2003
for violation of Section 481
(Gifts or Awards to Sponsor or
Coach).

CARROLLTON TURNER HS
The State Executive Commit-
tee suspended Coach Andy
Steele from the first two non-
district basketball games of the
2001-02 school year and
placed him on probation
through February 27, 2003 for
violation of Section 1208 (j),
(Ejection from Two Contests in
One Week).

KELLER FOSSIL RIDGE HS
The State Executive Commit-
tee issued a public reprimand
with probation through April 11,
2003 to Mr. Doug Dulany, Fos-
sil Ridge High School, for viola-
tion of the Athletic Code.

BROOKELAND HS
The State Executive Commit-
tee issued a public reprimand
to Mr. Chris Carter, with proba-
tion through January 16, 2003,
for violation of Section 1202
and state law and (selling
supplements to students).

ARLINGTON MARTIN HS
The State Executive Commit-
tee issued a public reprimand
to Mr. Terry King and placed
him on probation through Janu-
ary 16, 2005, for violation of
Sections 441, 481, 1201,
1202 and Booster Club Guide-
lines.

AMARILLO TASCOSA HS
The State Executive Commit-
tee issued a public reprimand
to Mr. Ron Rogers, with proba-
tion through January 16, 2003,
for violation of the Athletic Code.

BUFFALO ISD
The District 21-AA Executive
Committee issued a public rep-
rimand and placed Buffalo ISD
on probation through the 2002-
2003 school year for violation
of Section 1202 (j) and Section
1206 (b).

HOUSTON PREPARED TABLE
CHARTER SCHOOL
The State Executive Commit-
tee suspended Prepared Table
Charter School from all UIL ac-
tivities until a school adminis-
trator appears before the Com-
mittee to answer allegations
involving misconduct by coach
and players.

SPADE ISD
The State Executive Commit-
tee issued a public reprimand
to Spade ISD with probation
through February 6, 2003 for
recruiting violations resulting
from an article written in a local
newspaper.

VAN ALSTYNE HS
The State Executive Commit-
tee voted to require Van Alstyne
High School to forfeit the boys’

regional quarterfinal basketball
game against Whitewright High
School for participating in a
scrimmage against players and
a coach from another team af-
ter the district certification date.
In addition, the committee sus-
pended Coach John Williamson
and Coach Josh Recer from two
games each (to be served dur-
ing the first four district basket-
ball games of the 2002-03
school year) and issued a pub-
lic reprimand to both coaches
with probation through April 16,
2003.

SHERMAN HS
The State Executive Commit-
tee issued a public reprimand
to Coach Jeffrey McCullough of
Sherman High School and
placed him on probation through
April 16, 2003 for participating
in and allowing Sherman High
School basketball team mem-
bers to participate in a scrim-
mage against another high
school basketball team after
the district certification date.

SHALLOWATER HS
The State Executive Commit-
tee issued a public reprimand
to Coach Max Kattwinkel,
Shallowater High School, and
placed him on probation through
April 16, 2003 for violation of
the Amateur Rule (providing a
meal prior to a home game).

PITTSBURG HS
The State Executive Commit-
tee issued a public reprimand
with probation through April 16,
2003 for violation of the Ath-
letic Code, Section 1201 (a)
(3), inappropriate interaction
(physical contact) with an offi-
cial.  In addition, the fan in-
volved was banned from attend-
ing any UIL athletic activities
for the same period of time.

BEEVILLE JONES HS
The State Executive Commit-
tee issued a public reprimand
to Coach Jackie Bowman, Jones
High School, with probation
through April 16, 2003, and
suspended him from the first
three basketball games of the
2002-03 school year for viola-
tion of the Athletic Code, Sec-
tion 1201 (a) (3), inappropriate
interaction with an official.

GARLAND LAKEVIEW
CENTENNIAL HS
The State Executive Commit-
tee issued a public reprimand
to the boys’ soccer program at
Lakeview Centennial High
School with probation through
April 16, 2003 for violation of
the Athletic Code, Section 1203
(a) (3), inappropriate interac-
tion with an official by a player.

DALLAS MOLINA HS
The State Executive Commit-
tee issued a public reprimand
to Molina High School with pro-
bation through April 16, 2003
for violation of the Athletic Code,
Section 1203 (a) (3), inappro-
priate interaction by a player
(physical contact) with an offi-
cial.  In addition, the committee
suspended the student athlete
from all extracurricular activi-
ties through the 2002-03 school
year.

FORT BEND WILLOWRIDGE HS
The State Executive Committee
issued a public reprimand and
probation through May 28,
2003 to the one-act play
program at Fort Bend
Willowridge High School and to
one-act play directors Ezekiel
Morgan and Karin Jackson for
violation of the one-act play
standards rule and script
integrity rule at regional and
state competition.

ONE-ACT PLAY
The State Executive Committee
issued the penalties to the
following schools for failure to
participate in one-act play during
the 2001-2002 school year:
Alba-Golden HS -  Public
reprimand and probation
through May 28, 2003;
Brookeland HS -  Public
reprimand and probation
through May 28, 2003;
Cumby HS - Public reprimand
and probation through May 28,
2003;
Goree HS - Public reprimand
and probation through May 28,
2003;
Grandfalls-Royalty HS - Public
reprimand and probation
through May 28, 2003;
Hidalgo HS - Public reprimand
and probation through May 28,
2003;

Houston Jesse Jackson
Academy - Suspension from
one-act play competition for the
2002-2003 school year;
Houston Wheatley HS - Public
reprimand and probation
through May 28, 2003;
New Summerfield HS - Public
reprimand and probation
through May 28, 2003;
Pettus HS - Suspension from
one-act play competition for the
2002-2003 school year;
Progreso HS - Public reprimand
and probation through May 28,
2003;
San Isidro HS - Public reprimand
and probation through May 28,
2003;
Slidell HS - Public reprimand
and probation through May 28,
2003;
Spade HS - Public reprimand
and probation through May 28,
2003.

BIG SANDY HARMONY HS
The State Executive Committee
issued a public reprimand to
Coach Joe Koesel, Big Sandy
Harmony High School, with
probation through September
3, 2004, for violation of the
Athletic Code and state law
(selling dietary supplements to
athletes).

LIBERTY HS
The State Executive Committee
issued a public reprimand to
Coach Robert Munson and
Coach Richard Hale, Liberty
High School, with probation
through September 3, 2005,
for violation of the Athletic Code
and state law (providing dietary
supplements to athletes).

IRVING UNIVERSAL ACADEMY
The State Executive Committee
suspended Irving Universal
Academy from participation in
football for the 2003-04 school
year and placed the school on
probation in all activities
through September 16, 2003
for failure to participate during
the 2002 season.  As a
condition of the probation, the
school will be required to attend
district executive committee
meetings and to fulfill its
obligations for all district
schedules or be suspended
from all UIL activities.
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