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PHIL RANSOPHER thought his only role at 
the first UIL state basketball game would be to 
hand out towels in the locker room, but in

stead he was handed a microphone and told to an
nounce. That was in 1948, and he's been doing it ever 
since. 

"The publicity man got called out," said 
Ransopher, who at the time was a business major at 
The University of Texas at Austin. "1 was a 19-year-
old college freshman passing out towels, and they said 
'here, you do it.'"- • 

Ransopher, 69, has announced all but three state 
boy's basketball games, and every state girl's game 
since those began in 1956. 

"When I left high school, I saw myself as a goofy 
6-foot-2-inch, 140-pound kid," he said. "I figured 1 
would end up an engineer or something like that. I 
really didn't see myself in sports, but basketball had 
been the thing that kept me out of mischief." 

Ransopher's love for sports began at the age of 10 
when his neighbor introduced him 
to basketball. After High School, he 
joined in the Marine Corps. 

"I mechanized airplanes and 
played basketball," he said. "We had 
good teams and that was enjoyable." 

Then he came to UT-Austin 
and began broadcasting football and 
baseball games for K VET radio as a hobby. Ransopher, 
who played Longhorn basketball, gradually made the 
transition from playing basketball to talking about it. 

"1 guess Mr. Microphone is my friend," he said. "1 was 
comfortable with that I played in high school, in the 
Marines and in college so I knew the game fairly weE" 

Along with announcing the state basketball 
tournaments, Ransopher also has done the state track 
and field meets. Ransopher also has managed a trav
eling water ski show with crowds averaging 100,000 
and has toured, with the Harlem Globetrotters. With 
this experience, he adapted a "less is better" tech
nique. 

"I found that out long ago," he said. "If you're 
yapping continuously, folks tune you out. I'm kind of 
a fan and a spectator with a microphone. My ap
proach is I'm sitting in the stands and what do these 
guys want and need to hear." 

A loyal supporter 
Ransopher has been a very loyal supporter of 

high school athletics, said Cynthia Doyle, UIL asso
ciate athletic director. Doyle, who first heard his 
voice 18 years ago when she was a track coach for 
Beaumont West Brook, has worked with Ransopher 
for seven years /^^^i 

"He gives people what they expect from a cham
pionship announcer," Doyle said. "His recall of past 
events helps compare past athletes with present ath
letes. For example, he can watch a hurdler and notice 
that his style matches that of a past competitor." 

Ransopher said his instinct for announcing de
veloped into a rhythm. I 

"It is just a routine andrjeflex," he said. "One year 
I got pneumonia so I tried writing down what I did, 
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and I found that difficult to do. 1 tend to do it the same 
way, and the regulars who come back seem to apples. 
ciate that." 

Peter Contreras, assistant to the UIL athletk 
director, has listened to Ransopher announce at the 
state basketball games for the past 30 years. 

"I have known of Phil since (I was in) high 
school and associated his voice with the tourna
ment," Contreras said.. "Phil is unmatched and no 
one could equal his skill." 

Although Ransopher's full-time job took hna 
away from Texas to places such as California, ColdrJ 
rado and Arizona, he returned every year to an
nounce the state games. Now retired, he lives itj* 
Round Rock. 

"I keep coming back because it's fun," he saict 
"Complete interest really. It has been great to watchs. 
the evolution of the game and players. When I started 

.announcing, it was just the boys. I got to see the 
addition of the girl's team along with the integration:; 
of black players." 

Tradition 
Coaches see Ransopher as part of the tradition of 

the State tournament, said Stanley Bonewitz, head 
coach of the San Antonio East Central High School 
boy's basketball team. Bonewitz coached the 1995 
boy's basketball team, which capped off a perfect 35-
0 season with a 108-86 win over Dallas Carter. 

"He has the ability not just to announce the 
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starting lineup but to comment on each play," 
Bonewitz said. "He also adds a certain amount of class 
to the special occasion and tradition of the State 
tournament." 

Charles Breithaupt, director of UIL athletics, 
describes Ransopher as the "golden voice" of the UIL 
Breithaupt coached two basketball teams to the State 
tournament. 

"It was a dream to have my team announced by 
Phil," Breithaupt said. "My first trip to state in 1984, 
Phil missed announcing because of pneumonia. The 
second in 1991, Phil announced, and that's got to be 
my favorite memory." 

Phil has a style of his own, Breithaupt said. 
"Phil lets the players be the game," Breithaupt 

said. "He doesn't steal the thunder. Phil takes pride in 
his work with young athletes. His remembrance of 
past tournaments plays a big part." 

The coaching also has revolutionized the state 
tournament, Ransopher said. 

u\t was a very primitive game \sacV 
then, but the coaching brought it up to 
speed," he said. "As the better players 
would graduate and go on to college, 
some would come back and coach. They 
would pass the skills on to the next 
generation. And that was interesting to 
watch." 

And watching the game is exactly what he's done. 
"I remember a game at old Gregory Gym back in 

the 1950s with 7,500 people packed into a non-air-
conditioned gym with Houston Memorial and San 
Antonio Lee," he said. "They must have gone two 
quarters with maybe one referee whistle. No fouls. No 
violations. Nothing. They just were just up and down 
the court." 

One of those moments 
Ransopher, who has announced more than 5,000 

athletic events, said he has had a few embarrassing 
moments. 

"It was six or seven years ago, I guess, in the 
%Biddle of the third quarter in the boy's championship 
game at the Erwin Center," he said. "Players were 
running up and down the floor, and it got strangely 
quiet. They were playing away, and I took a long slow 
pull of my warm Dr Pepper, took a drink and belched 
right outloud into an open microphone. There was 
no doubt what happened or who did it." 

With Ransopher's love for the game, he also 
works summer basketball camps for younger children 
and has no plans to retire any time soon. 

"There's this 9-year-old girl whom I can't wait to 
see play in the state tournament," he said. "When she 
plays, I want to be there to announce it. I started 
(announcing) so many years ago. My line is 'I'll keep 
doing it 'till I can get it right.'" 

For some like Peter Contreras, the state tourna
ment won't be the same when Ransopher retires. 

"I wish he could keep doing it (announcing) for 
another 30 years," Contreras said. "When he won't be 
able to do it any longer, we can find someone to fill 
his place, but we won't be able to replace him.'^. 
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Lawsuits against League involve athletic eligibiliy 
By Bradley Wilson 
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Managing Editor 

To the Dallas Morning News, reporting on bas

ketball players transferring between schools was a 

story worth of placement on the top of the sports 

section. 

To the UIL, students wanting to transfer to a 

school other than the one to which to which they're 

assigned has become a source of litigation and frustra

tion, particularly since school administrators have 

indicated they want to keep the current rules in place. 

"The schools have indicated that they want to 

maintain the residence rule for athletics," UIL Direc

tor Bill Farney said. "As long as you have competi

tion, the performance has to be on an equitable basis." 

However, Farney also said, "More and more 

parents are demanding that they, as parents, have a 

right to take their kids and go anywhere." 

Assistant Attorney General Dewey E. Helmcamp 

said, "These parents feel strongly that they want their 

children to compete." 

Whether or not the parents have this right is 

undisputed. Whether or not that right conflicts with 

the ability to play in UIL activities, however, is 

disputed and has resulted in four lawsuits against the 

UIL this year alone. 

Commonality 
"It seems the trend in the court actions are when 

a student is changing schools most of the time because 

they want to play with a coach who's good, to be a part 

of a winning team, to get recognition or to be seen by 

more people," Farney said. 

However, Helmcamp, who represents the UIL, 

said, "We've got some strong case law on our side." 

He said three court cases from 1985 and 1980, 

including Spring Branch ISD, et. al. v. Stamos, et. al., 

have established that there is no constitutional right 

to participate in extracurricular activities. Therefore, 

the rules governing the activities don't have to follow 

some of the more stringent legal requirements gov

erning constitutional issues. 

"The rules need only have some strict, rational 

basis," he said. 

Farney said the number of lawsuits regarding 

moving for athletic purposes is on the rise due, at least 

in part, to a change made in Senate Bill 1 in 1995 that 

allowed more than three students to participate on a 

non-school team, something that was not previously 

allowed. 

"There's been a lot of non-school play where 

students not from the same school play together," 

Farney said, citing the growth of strong summer 

league programs as an example. "When they go back 

Case summaries 
Kenneth Abrams, as His Next Friend, for Kendrick Barrett 
v. Gmpeiand ISD, et. al. 

A student moved In with a relative because, accord
ing to the case filed irt Houston County, "he had no other 
place to live." 

. The district executive committee that heard the 
case ruled that the student could not play because he 
was in violation of the Residence Rule which requires a 
student to reside, officially, in the district in which he 
attends school. 

The parents received a temporary restraining order, 
but the student did not play any games before it was 
reversed and the case moved to Travis County where it 
is pending. 

Stephen Standley, a minor, and by and through his next 
friend, Ezetl Standley v. UIL, et at. 

A student moved with his parents, according to the 
case filed in San Jacinto County, to take care of the 
student's grandmother. The head coach and athletic 
director initially refused to sign the Previous Athletic 
Partici pation form which certifies that the student did not 
move for athletic purposes. The coach later alleged that 
the student had moved for athletic purposes. 

The student also admitted being unhappy with one 
of his coaches, one of the criteria used during the 
appeals process to determine if a student moved for 
athletic purposes. 

The district executive committee that heard the 
appeal and the State Executive Committee ruled that the 
student had moved for athletic purposes. 

The parents received a temporary restraining order 
allowing the student to play several games before it was 

reversed and the case moved to Travis County where it 
is pending. 

David Lugo, et. al. v. UIL 
Six students and their parents petitioned to partici

pate in athletics according to this case filed in Travis 
County. After two hearings of the district executive 
committee and one of State Executive Committee, the 
students were ruled ineligible because they moved for 
athletic purposes. 

Allegedly, four families moved from one town to 
another, some moving farther from work and some 
maintaining their previous residence, so their sons 
would be able to work with a particular baseball coach. 

According to the case, "this declaration was based 
on the conclusory assertions of John Wachsmuth, Calhoun 
High School's Athletic Director, who claimed that the 
families all moved to Bloomington ISD for 'athletic 
purposes," 

Originally, seven students were Involved in this 
situation but with the seventh student, according to UIL 
Director Sill Farney, 'there didn't seem to be a strong 
case for him moving for athletic purposes." ^ 

Amy Ensminger v. Corpus Christi ISD and UIL 
Most recently, this case, filed in Nueces County in 

February, resulted from a home school student that 
wanted to participate on a public school softbatl team 
outside the attendance zone In which she lived. The 
student was active in club Softball but not enrolled as a 
"full-time day student in a participant high school" which 
is required by UIL rules. 

to their school they don't have the same support or 

the same level of skill." 

Farney said the change in legislation resulted 

from several elected officials who received interest 

from their constituents. 

"They felt League rules limited what students 

could do on their own time," Farney said. "Now, 

coaches encourage their kids to participate. It allows 

them to get experience for next year's sport." 

While legislators may have changed the rule 

regarding how many students can participate on a 

non-school team, Farney and Helmcamp both said 

they hope the rules regarding moving for athletic 

purposes continue to require equality between teams. 

"(Changing the rules) would create a very unlevel 

playing field," Helmcamp said. 

For example, Helmcamp cited a court case just 

filed against the UIL this February in which a home-

schooled student wanted to participate on a public 

school's Softball team. 

"It would be, as a practical matter, hard to verify 

or determine that the home schooled student was in 

compliance with no-pass, no-play," he said. "It would 

be too simple for a child's parents to say a child is 

passing. All other high school students must comply 

with no-pass, no play (and) only get a limited amount 

of time to practice." 

Further, Helmcamp said it could create situa

tions where students are pulled out of the public 

schools, placed into home schools and then allowed 

to play for any school they chose. "They would have 

an unfair advantage." 

The parents could, for example, allow the home-

schooled student to practice batting for hours every 

day as part of their schoolwork, something that's a 

violation of public school rules. 

"Plus, how in the world would you discipline a 

home school student who violates a team rule?" 

However, Helmcamp conceded, "Home school

ing has been recognized as a legitimate alternative to 

the public schools. That doesn't mean they have a 

right to compete in UIL activities." 

Farney said the UIL and public school officials 

who make the rules that staff members enforce have 

changed in recent years and are not inflexible. 

continued on page 3 
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Laptop computers for every student, textbooks on CD 

Technology idea 'great' but difficult to implement 
By David Trussell 
Technology Coordinator 

No matter how diligently government officials 
polish their speeches and fine tune their rhetoric, 
often it's the spur-of-the-moment statements that 
produce the most original ideas. State Board of Edu
cation chairman Jack Christie made one of those 
spontaneous statements during a meeting last fall, 
and it's sparked an intriguing debate about the future 
of learning in Texas public schools. 

The state had just finished spending millions of 
dollars to replace textbooks that described the Cold 
War as an ongoing event and made no mention of a 
plethora of scientific discoveries and technological 
advances. The education commissioner's office pro
jected spending an additional $1.8 billion over the 
next six years in an effort to keep student textbooks 
current. 

The high cost and low practicality of constantly 
buying millions of new books prompted Christie to 
pose a provocative question: what if every student in 
Texas had a laptop computer and textbooks on CD-
ROM? Books on CD are cheaper to produce than 
printed textbooks, and interactive books can be linked 
to the Internet so they can be updated electronically. 
Students could have textbooks that would be current 
up to the minute. 

It's a great idea — one that would serve to fully 
and effectively integrate computers into all class
rooms and one that makes good long-term financial 
sense. Plus it would give students good hands-on 

computer experience throughout their educational 
careers. However, as with any revolutionary idea, the 
leap from high-minded concept to real-world imple
mentation is a long one. 

The immediate practical questions are obvious. 
Are laptops really the best way to go, or would it be 
better to go with desktop systems? Students need to 
be able to take their textbooks home, but what 
happens when a laptop is lost or damaged? Laptop 
computers can't handle the same kind of abuse that 
printed textbooks are often subjected to. No doubt 
most students would be glad to sacrifice homework, 
but that idea might not go over quite as well with 
teachers. 

Realistically, laptops might wind up costing more 
money than they save. A better option might be to 
ensure that every student has a computer at home as 
well as in the classroom. Computers in the home are 
rapidly becoming as commonplace as the television 
set. Students who have their own computers could 
simply take their CD textbooks home just as they do 
now with printed books. Students who do not have 
computers at home could check out a computer from 
their school at no cost, with an agreement that 
parents would be liable for any damages to the ma
chine. A couple of corollaries to this idea: schools 
could establish purchasing programs whereby fami
lies could actually buy a computer at a discounted 
price, or for borrowed computers perhaps parents 
could purchase a low-cost insurance policy to cover 
accidental damage, theft, etc. 

But whether it's laptops or home and school 

desktop systems, there are additional complexities. 
Texas would have to have contracts with one or more 
computer companies to provide the hardware (in
cluding a comprehensive maintenance and support 
agreement), as well as agreements with publishers to 
produce CD versions of textbooks and provide regu
lar updates. Computer equipment becomes outdated 
just like textbooks do — how would equipment 
upgrades be handled? How much of the administra
tive burden would be carried by the state and how 
much would be left to local school districts? Plus 
there would be issues of teacher training, how to 
handle computer instruction for younger students, 
guaranteeing Internet access both at home and at 
school, etc. 

According to Debbie Graves Ratcliffe, senior 
director of communications for the Texas Education 
Agency, the curriculum division of TEA is taking the 
lead in exploring the possibilities. 

"It's an idea that's being discussed," Ratcliffe 
said. "But there are lots of questions to be answered." 

The two-year textbook adoption process begins 
again this fall, so the earliest possible implementa
tion of a switch to electronic textbooks would be the 
year 2000. However, Christie's idea is not an official 
strategy at this point. "There are no hard deadlines," 
Ratcliffe said. 

Perhaps by the turn of the century a new tech
nology will be available that will provide a simple 
answer. Or perhaps the solution will present itself at 
another spur of the moment. 

The high cost and 
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"There is only one rule to which we don't have 
an exception - no-pass, no play," he said. "Society 
has changed; our processes have changed to mirror 
society." 

He cited the waiver process as an example, a 
process mandated by the UIL's Constitution and Con
test Rules that ensures that everyone with a concern 
has a chance to appeal any waiver decision made by 
UIL staff members. The waiver process includes a 
waiver officer who receives some 400 waiver applica
tions per year particularly for waivers of the Resi
dence Rule and the Four-Year Rule. It also often 
involves the local district ex
ecutive committee made up 
of local school administrators 
and the State Executive Com
mittee, made up of school su
perintendents and administra
tors, that hear appeals from 
the district committees. 
Farney said the SEC will hear 
between 40 and 50 appeals 
per year. 

Not overturned 
Of those appeals, only four have been taken to 

the court system after a ruling from the SEC. 
"The courts have not overturned the SEC be

cause we have been very careful to let parents testify, 
to have counsel present and even to let the students 
testify," Farney said. "Plus, we have a clear waiver 
process." 

And of the four cases that have gone to court, 
three were filed in counties other than Travis, the 
court of jurisdiction over all UIL matters. 

Farney said this issue of jurisdiction resulted 
from three cases filed within a short period of time 

several years ago that were in conflict with one 
another. 

"Had we complied with one, we would have 
been held in contempt with the other," he said. 

So now, all court cases involving the UIL shall 
(according to the Texas Education Code) be heard in 
Travis County. 

That puts the status of three of the lawsuits in 
question although the changes of venue were granted 
by the courts because, as Farney said, there is an 
immediacy to the decisions. 

"The courts are slow," Farney said. "The law 
always has compromise." 

However, the football, softball or basketball 
season continues and 
after a certain point, the 
decision becomes moot 
regardless of the out
come. 

He also said courts 
are less willing to order 
students to be allowed 
to play since, if that 
decision is overturned, 

the games in which they played would be forfeited. 
But forfeiting a game, losing a court battle, or 

having to move away from friends isn't an issue for 
some players, including those players the Dallas Morn
ing News wrote about in an article by David McNabb 
Feb. 19, 1998. 

McNabb quoted Justin Northwest coach Dusty 
Walker as saying "If a marriage isn't working, they 
leave; if a job isn't right, they leave. It's the way 
people think rather than staying and working it out. 
Kids, transferring in high schools is just another part 
of the way people think." 

But if the number of lawsuits regarding moving 
for athletic purposes is any indication, Texas athletes 
better think again. \ . . . . . . . . 

I 

Students do not possess a 
constitutionally protected 

interest in their participation 
in extracurricular activities. 

Spring Branch ISD, et. al. v. 
Chris Stamos, et. al. 

Related cases 
Spring Branch ISO, et. al. v. Chris Stamos, et. al. [69S S.W.2d 555 (Tax. 
1985)] 
Suit was brought in 1985 on behalf of several students seeking permanent injunction 
against enforcement of the no-pass, no-play rule. The Supreme Court of Texas 
reversed the decision of a lower court and held that there was neither violation of due 
process rights nor constitutional equal protection guarantees. The Supreme Court 
further said 
1. the rule was legitimate to state interest in providing quality education to public 
school students; and 
2. that students do not possess constitutionally protected Interest in their 
participation in extracurricular activities. 

"The sole issue before this court Is the constitutionality of the no-pass, no-play 
rule. The district court held the rule constitutional on the grounds that it violates equal 
protection and due process guarantees," Justice Ray states. "...[W]e hold that it is 
not subject to 'strict' or heightened equal protection scrutiny." 

INFORMATION FROM THE 685 SOUTH WESTERN REPORTER. 20 SERIES 

Phil Blue, et. al. vs. University Interscholastlc League, e t at [503 F.Supp. 
1030 (198)]; John Byrd, et, al. vs. University Interscholastlc League, et, al. 
A 19-year-old football player and teammate sought to prevent the UIL from enforcing 
the eligibility rule that states that any student who reach his 19th birthday on or before 
Sept 1 shall not participate in League contests. Filed in U.S. district court in 1980, 
the request for an injunction was denied on the grounds that it did not violate the due 
process or equal protection clauses. Further, "It had not been demonstrated that the 
scheme of enforcement used by the governing body resulted In deprivation of 
constitutional rights." 

In the ruling, the court stated, "The interests of John Byrd and Phfl Blue, as a 
representative of the Greenville High School football'players, In participating in the UIL 
football playoffs amounts to a mere expectation rather than a constitutionally 
protected claim of entitlement." 

INFORMATION FROM THE 503 FEDERAL SUPPLEMENT 

Billy Ralph Hardy, et. al v. University Interscholastlc league, et al. [759 F.2d 
1233 (1985)1 
This case, heard by the U.S. Court of Appeals, Fifth Circuit in 1985, involved the 
parents of a high school student who moved from one town to another. The student 
was ruled ineligible for high school football. 

"We repeat: we are not super referees over high school athletic programs," the 
justices reminded, citing a 1974 case. However, the federal courts remanded the 
case to the Texas state court. "This court affirmed the dismissal of the federal ctsKsm, 
but held that the validity of the state-law claims was a matter of state law best 
determinable by the state courts." 

INFORMATION FROM THE FEDERAL REPORTER, 2ND SERIES 
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Despite best effort, intentions 
system sometimes fails 

Bobby Hawthorne 
Academic Director 

L ast October, 
someone • in the 
UT-Austin De

partment of Theatre and 
Dance received the fol
lowing letter, addressed 
to "To Whom It May 
Concern." 

It stated, "I highly 
suggest that someone at 
your college take my 
name off of your mailing 
list. I have no desire what
soever to take part in anything belonging to UT. 
Someone down there certainly has some nerve to 
knock me out of a UIL event because of an adult 
error—not mine, and then ask me to come down for 
a 'nice visit' and expect me to SPEND MONEY ON 
YOU!!?? 1 think NOT! I have worked very hard to 
become who I am, and because of UT's snobbery and 
lack of compassion, 1 have been unable to continue 
my plans this year in UIL If I ever get any mail from 
this college again, I'll come there in person and tell 
you exactly what I think of you people FACE TO 
FACE I will never attend a college of idiots and 
unimportants. Thank you very much. 

"P.S. 1 am awfully sorry about the anger ex
pressed in this letter," she continued. "However, I 
feel I have justification for that as it was an official 
from this college who knocked me out of my prose 
competition through no fault of my own." 

Suffice it to say, letters like this one concern all 
of us, given that "we" are the "insensitive and hypo
critical adults whose only aim in life," she claimed, "is 
to crush little girls' dreams. . ." 

She closed by saying how much she wanted to 
bash the head idiot who "knocked me out of UIL" 

It is tempting to dismiss the letter on hyperbole 
alone. Certainly, her comments don't echo those I've 
heard the past month and a half while visiting various 
regional sites, conducting in-services and attending 
UlL/Southwestern Bell Sponsor Excellence Award 
receptions. Fact is, just about 
all the comments I've heard 
regarding UIL academic 
competition this spring have 
been good to glowing. 

Later this month, the 
League will host a barbecue 
dinner for TILF scholars at
tending UT-Austin. In ex
change for the free meal, 
each student is required to 
gush on about how much 
they love and admire us. I 
don't expect anyone to come 
to the microphone and blurt, "The brisket was tough, 
the potato salad reeked, and all of you UIL people are 
insensitive hypocrites." If anyone refers to me as the 
"head idiot" that evening, it'll be Lynn, Bradley or 
Jana — not one of these students. 

So why stew over this one, strident, sophomoric 
letter? 

Because it represents a failure in our system, a 
crack in the myth that with enough instructions, 
guidelines and mandates, we can convince students 
who are unjustly penalized to see that in the larger 
scheme of things, we meant well, and their ill fortune 
is little more than a minor Darwinian act of fate. It 
shows that despite our best intentions, good inten
tions are all too often the best we have to offer, even 
when those intentions manifest themselves in terms 

As imperfect as it may be, this 
system works. Its strength over the 
years has been its uniformity and 
consistency. The eligibility and 
contest rules apply to everyone, 

whether daddy is a lawyer, a 
legislator or a lawn mower 

repairman. 

of contests that run on schedule, are conducted in 
precise accordance to the rules and regulations, and 
are adjudicate3 by qualified, knowledgeable and im
partial judges or, at the very least, newspaper reporters. 

Even though we preach good sportsmanship and 
threaten students with penalties of all sorts if they 
don't accept defeat with a cool demeanor and stiff 
upper lip, someone gets called a scoundrel and a lout. 

In the young lady's case, she and her coach 
missed the verification period and, consequently, 
didn't catch a tabulation error until they were half
way home. By then, the results had been announced 
as official, medals distributed and points awarded. 
The rules are clear: once results are announced as 
official, they are final. Persons who skip verification 
waive their right to challenge results or protest the 
contest. 

Mind you, this didn't stop her from protesting. 
But the district contest director refused to alter the 
standings, and the state office, which is part of The 
University of Texas at Austin, hence the vitriol 
against UT, upheld his decision. 

As imperfect as it may be, this system works. Its 
strength over the years has been its uniformity and 
consistency. The eligibility and contest rules apply to 
everyone, whether daddy is a lawyer, a legislator or a 
lawn mower repairman. 

This won't change. We can't allow students and 
coaches to protest subjective decisions, for example. 
And when the natural chain of events—testing, 
grading, verification, posting of results—concludes, 
then results are official and final. 

However, in a few extraordinary cases, we have 
faced situations that defy classification or categoriza
tion, that fall outside the boundaries of the intention 
of League rules or policies. 

For example, last spring, a regional contest di
rector erred in tabulating grades and failed to correct 
his mistakes once they were pointed out to him 
during the verification period. In the confusion of the 
moment, he announced results as final, over the 
objections of one of the schools. As the scene settled, 

he recognized his error, re
ceived agreement from all 
parties involved on the chro
nology of events, and took 
steps to rectify the situation. 
Even though results had 
been announced as final, we 
found that the school in
volved had done everything 
in its power short of charg
ing the stage to correct the 
mistakes, and that neither 
the League, its rule nor its 
spring meet system are en

dangered by showing a degree of flexibility in these 
extraordinary situations. 

No doubt, this is a fine line we're treading. We 
have no intention of abandoning the policy of "final 
is final." If a student and/or her coach miss verifica
tion, then they must accept the consequences. You 
think your speech or editorial was better than her's, 
tough. The judge disagrees. But the League cannot 
justify a "few must suffer" attitude, knowing that 
somewhere along the way, a contest director is going 
to screw up and some kid who should be advancing to 
state is instead heading home with a fourth place 
medal but that's just the way it is so buck up kid and 
take it with a smile. You're a winner anyway. 

To accept that, I would have to be the head idiot. 

District academic 

meets are the week 

of March 23-28 or 

the week of March 

30 - April 4 

Regional academic 

meets are April 24-

25 

The State Meet is 

May 7-9 in Austin 

re your publications out of shape 

ILPC can add muscle to your program. 
Plan to attend our spring convention, 

April 18-19, and the summer 
publications workshop, June 19-23, both 

at The University of Texas at Austin. 

A few notes 
for spring meets 
• Notice to principals and superintendents: 

you will be receiving regional handbooks 
soon. They contain information vital to 
coaches advancing with students to region. 
Make certain you distribute information to 
all appropriate persons. 

• If a CX team Is entered as district alter
nate bat does not compete, are the 
members of the team eligible to compete 
in Lincoln-Douglas debate? Yes. The 
restriction against cross entering CX and LD 
takes effect when students actually 
compete at a district meet. 

• A tip for math/science contest judges: 
take the contest with the students. If you 
encounter a question that is ambiguous or 
an answer key error, you will catch it 
quickly. If the question is ambiguous, 
judges may delete it. If the judges agree 
that the answer key is incorrect, they may 
vote to correct the key. 

• How do you assign points to academic 
teams that tie for first place? Unless a 
tiebreaker method is prescribed, you split 
the points. For example, if a tie for the top 
math team occurs, then each team would 
receive five points. At present, the only 
team event that prescribes a tiebreaker for 
the team score is current issues and 
events. Next year, It too will require that ties 
not be broken and that teams tied for first 
advance. 

Krenek named 
'News' editor 

Debby Krenek, who grew up in Taylor, Is the 
first woman to be named editor-in-chief of the 
New York Daily News. According to a story by 
Kevin Wishard of the Austin American-States
man, Debby took journalism only because a typ

ing class was full She went on to edit the 
school paper, earn a degree in journal
ism from Texas A&M, and make her 
way to New York, where she rose through 
the ranks to edit the 721,000-circula-
tion newspaper. 

She placed first in the 3A state 
news writing contests and graduated as 
Taylor High School valedictorian in 
1974. 

Contact ILPC. Box 8028, UT Station, Austin, 78713 
512/471-5883 • 4714906 (In) > iwllyv@mall.utaxas.edu 

For information 
regarding the April 18-

19 ILPC SPRING 
CONVENTION, contact 

Nelly Valazez at the 
UIL office or e-mail 

her at nellyv® 
mail.utexas.edu. On-

site registration is 
accepted, and the 

convention is open to 
all schools, public and 

private. Membership in 
ILPC is not required. 

Starr a former 
journalist 

Seems that before he became the 
national sleuth, Kenneth Starr was a sports writer 
and photographer for the San Antonio Sam 
Houston High newspaper^ The Raven. Hb former 
teacher, Roberta Mahan, told Jaime Castillo of 
the San Antonio Express-News, *i had no doubt 
that he would be successful." 

President Clinton might argue that. 

Long-time adviser dies 
Old-timers will remember Louise Sharley 

Early, who taught journalism for many years in 
the Houston area, first at Reagan and then at 
Wahrip, where her publications won numerous 
ILPC awards. Ms. Early died in early February at 
her home in Clear Lake, During ILPC's 50th 
anniversary celebration, she received the Order 
of the Golden Quill for longtime service. 

mailto:iwllyv@mall.utaxas.edu
http://mail.utexas.edu
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Censored articles now have outlet f orpublication 

Freedom of expression a central UIL tenet 
By Bobby Hawthorne 
Journalism Director 

It had to happen, sooner or later. 
Given the relish with which administrators to

day censor student newspapers, it's surprising it's 
taken this long for some enterprising news nerd to 
create a Web page for banned school journalism. The 
Bold Reporter, which calls itself "America's Online 
High School Newspaper," is accepting solid journal
ism that has been censored from school newspapers, 
said the Web site's producer, Parker J. Stanzione. 

Published by Concrete Media, Inc., a company 
based in New York City, the page went on-line last 
fall. The site offers a range of articles on topics such 
as homophobia, teen suicide and medicinal cannabis 
clubs. But it's the "Banned on Bolt" section, accord
ing to Education Week, that has earned salutes by 
professional journalists in publications such as Wired 
and The New Yorker. 

Stanzione, 29, said she hopes the publication 
will become a beacon to alert students to the perils of 
censorship and the power of careful journalism. She 
said censored articles must pass careful legal and 
factual scrutiny before being published on the Web 
site. For example, they verify quotes by reading them 
back to the sources being quoted. How many student 
newspapers do that? 

Mark Goodman, director of the Washington 
D.C.-based Student Press Law Center, said the World 
Wide Web may trump administrative powers to sup
press student expression. 

"We have long warned school officials that their 
propensity to censor school publications was pushing 
students into other means of expression that the 
school had even less influence and control over," 
Goodman told Andrew Trotter of Education Week. 
With the Web, "schools cannot slow the flow of this 
information. All they can do is push it into channels 
that prevent the opportunity for educational training 
by a classroom teacher or newspaper adviser." 

A. J. Liebling once noted, "Freedom of the press 
is guaranteed only to those who own one." 

With the Internet, anyone can. 
Of course, the big question remains: why are 

administrators so paranoid of high-quality student 
journalism? Are schools doing such a poor job that 
they cannot withstand even the slightest dissent or 
criticism, even from a 17-year-old? Is a well-written, 
accurate, thoughtful column criticizing a school policy 
or action likely to ignite a string of events that causes 
a flood of parents to jerk their kids out of the school 
or overthrow of the school board? 

No one defends shoddy reporting, libel, slander, 
obscenity, invasion of privacy or content that might 
substantially disrupt the school. A column that un

fairly blasts the administration or a teacher shouldn't 
see the light of day. But this isn't what's being 
censored. Here's a typical situation: 

"Our paper ran an editorial on 'when is it okay 
for a teacher to touch a student?' We focused on an 
incident where one of our teachers assaulted a stu
dent in front of 30 students. We also mentioned or 
compared it to Mary LeTourneau, the Washington 
teacher who had an affair with her sixth-grade stu
dent. Give me advice on how to encourage my staff 
because they (we) are being strongly criticized by 
school personnel because we mentioned the incident 
involving the teacher. If a teacher were hit by a 
student, we would have run something too. Should a 
high school paper cover such things?" 

Of course you should. A high school newspaper 
should cover any and all issues of relevance and 
interest to students. That coverage should be fair, 
balanced, complete, accurate and objective. It should 
not be sensationalized, obscene or libelous. It should 
not invade a person's privacy, peddle scandal or 
pruiency, mock community standards, throw bombs 
or serve solely as the forum for the editor's pet 
projects and peeves. 

It should expand students' knowledge and un
derstanding of events or issues that they care about or 
need to know about, even if those events or issues 
don't always uphold or reflect the best in each of us, 
singularly or collectively because it is better to con
front foibles than cower behind pathetic attempts to 
whitewash or ignore them. 

A newspaper should only feel shame when it 

shirks its responsibility to serve its readers. 
So why write about censorship again? Because 

the freedom to express oneself is a central tenet of the 
UIL academic program, one that we defend vigor
ously and passionately. We confront censors regu
larly—those who would have us dumb down our 
writing and speaking events, banish Edward Albee, 
Tennessee Williams, even Shakespeare from the stage, 
and airbrush the paintings of Raphael, Poussin and 
Charles Russell. Three years ago, would-be censors 
instructed us that violence against gay students in 
public schook is a topic unworthy of silent contem
plation in a controlled writing exercise involving 60 
of the state's brightest students. It shows how little 
faith they have in our students. 

The UIL academic program is-or should be
an extension of the curriculum. In terms of the spring 
meet journalism contests, we will ask students to 
write about topics that they should be covering in 
their classrooms and news pages. In the absence of a 
commitment to free expression, the UIL contests are 
a feckless exercise: administrators urging students to 
compete and produce in a vacuum for the glory and 
honor of the school what they are forbidden to 
produce by and for that same school. 

Trust me, the irony is not lost on students. 
In the larger realm, a hollow journalism curricu

lum produces a gaggle of amateur flacks who write 
what they are told for a small audience of adults. 
Meanwhile, the real journalists—those who learn, to 
question, probe, interpret and analyze-well, per
haps you'll find their work on the Internet. 

UIL judges: 
contests have 
their own rules 
Dear journalism contest Judge 

We appreciate your willingness to help judge 
these contests. We know it's a lot of work. We just 
ask a few favors. 
• While you and your newspaper may not subscribe 

to the contest judging criteria, the UIL does. 
• Students need not put the name of the school in 

their stories. They are writing fortheir high school 
paper, and high school students know the name 

of their school. They don't need to be reminded. 
Thus, it is permissible, even preferable, to write 
"the school board..." Ratherthan "the Leaguetown 
school board..." 
We typically put our nouns before our verbs. So in 
simple attribution, the noun should precede the 
verb, i.e. "I hate rap music," he said. 
Students in the feature writing contest may de
scribe a scene as they think It may have occurred. 
We want leads that engage the senses and emo
tions, that show rather than tell. 
The formula for the UIL editorial contest dictates 
that editorials contain a statement of the problem 
and a clue to the staff stance, defense of the 
position, introduction and rebuttal of alternate point 
of view, and restatement of the stance and call to 

action in the conclusion. Generally, the head-
tine should be written in third person. 
In a main and secondary headline combination, 
the main head need not contain a verb. How
ever, the secondary must contain a verb, either 
stated or implied. 

Sometimes, that verb may be passive. Don't 
disqualify it merely because itisn'tactive. Judge 
the headline on its own merits first. Did the verb 
best communicate the central point to the 
reader? 
Please keep in mind that these are students, 
not veteran reporters and editors. They've put in 
a lot of work to get here, almost all of it on their 
own time. Be nice to them. They're good kids. 

i LOVE MY 
PUBLICATIONS' 
David Knight of South 
Carolina, one of the 
nation's most popular, 
informative and 
entertaining speakers, 
will be one of the 
instructors at this 
year's ILPC convention 
April 18-19 in Austin. 
Speakers will be 
talking about every
thing from layout and 
design to photojournal
ism, broadcasting, 
journalistic law and 
ethics. Photo by Joey 
Un 

Naegelin 
leaves legacy 
of excellence 

Everyone associated 
with UIL academics 
mourns the death of 
Lanny Naegelin, who 
served as director of 
the Region IV, Confer
ence 4A and 5A 
academic contests. 
Lanny died Feb. 22 
after an lengthy illness. 

A career educator, 
Lanny was North East 
ISD District Speech 
and Theatre Arts 
Curriculum Program 
Director. He previously 
taught speech and 
theatre at San Antonio 
Churchill High School, 
where his students won 
countless UIL, TFA and 
NFL contests and 
awards. 

Donations may be 
made to the Lanny 
Naegelin Scholarship 
Fund c/o Frost National 
Bank, P.O. Box 1600, 
San Antonio, TX 
78296, Attn: C. 
Chandler. 
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Take a deep, long breath - and enjoy yourself 

Jana Riggins 
Assistant Academic Director 

The moment 
you've waited 
for is here. 

Countless hours of after-
school coaching (but of 
course, no more than 
eight hours per week) 
have been invested in 
preparing for UIL district 
competition. It is that 
o n c e - i n - a - l i f e t i m e 
chance to prove to par
ents, friends, school
mates, and most of all, 
yourself, that you can debate, speak or perform. Savor 
every second of it. 

Sure, your stomach is churning and your palms 
are sweaty. Remember all those stage fright symp
toms that your speech coach said might happen when 
the situation really counted? Well, here they are-
only she never let you in on the well-kept secret that 
they might just all hit at once. Somehow, these 
symptoms didn't seem so strong at last weekend's 
practice meet. Why now? This is the one that counts. 

If it's any consolation (and I speak from many 
years of experience) your coach's stomach is churn
ing even more than yours because he's got an entire 
speech team to sweat for. He's watched you work 
diligently and knows how strongly you want to suc
ceed. He wants that too, not for the UIL medal that 
may be yours, but for all that he knows the medal will 
symbolize in your personal life: self-esteem, self-
satisfaction for having set a goal and achieved it, and 
the lesson every teacher wants their student to learn 
- that hard work does pay off. So focus, relax and 
remember what you've practiced. 

Remember the rules along the way. 
Prose readers must remember that documenta

tion is required for Category A: Award-Winning Writ
ers, and it must prove that the author has been the 
recipient of an award or prize that is literary in nature. 
Grants and fellowships don't count. Don't assume 
that the contest director knows that your author's 
award was for writing, no matter how famous the 
award may be. The rules require the contest director 
to request your documentation. It is your responsibil
ity to provide the proper description of the award that 
documents it is a literary award. Note that honorary 
degrees and memberships in literary societies are not 
considered literary prizes or awards. 

Poetry readers must bring to the contest bio

graphic information showing the birthplace or na
tionality of the poet for Category A: Voices of the 
Americas. Proof of citizenship in the Americas quali
fies an author for this category, as well as nationality 
or birthplace. 

Interpers and Interp Coaches, review the UIL 
Prose and Poetry Handbook for examples of acceptable 
and unacceptable documentation so you can ward off 
any problems at district. And no matter how many 
times you've checked to see that the documentation 
is in your folder, check again. I can't tell you how 
often I've gotten on the bus, called roll, then asked 
my interpers if everyone had their documentation. 
My students would look convincingly into my eyes 
and assure me they did, only for the bus driver to get 
30 miles away from the school grounds when another 
competitor on the squad (The perpetrator of the 
crime was too terrified to face me.) would come to the 
front of the bus to confess that "Penny forgot her 
documentation!" How many times Penny had done 
this before determined the number of miles and 
minutes I would let pass before I revealed that I had 
slipped an extra copy of the documentation into my 
briefcase. Of course, I never handed the sacred sheet 
of paper to Penny without the standard rhetorical 
question speech coaches all over the world are fa
mous for: "What would you do without me?" 

Extempers, clean out your files. Be sure that 
you've taken all the scribbled notecards from your 
last invitational meet out of your tubs, since UIL rules 
limit what can be taken into the prep room. Typed or 
hand-written materials may not be taken in unless 
they are an index for your reference materials. Noth
ing that even remotely resembles a prepared speech 
or an outline of one is allowed. 

LD Debaters: Make two copies of your affirma
tive and two copies of your negative cases. Give one 
to your coach or the most responsible member of your 
debate squad. Like those interpers and their docu
mentation, you don't want to get to the contest site 
without your cases. Don't laugh. I had a four-time 
state-qualifier get to regionals her senior year without 
hers. Thank goodness for a great mom and a trusty fax 
machine at our hotel. 

Remembering the rules is not just an admonition 
for students. Coaches, regardless of how many years 
you've coached UIL, spend some time rereading the 
current rules for each of your events. Don't assume 
the Constitution and Contest Rules hasn't changed in 
the past 50 years. You may notice some detail that you 
simplyjiad forgotten, and rereading the contest rules 

can refresh your memory so you, in turn, can remind 
your students of things that will be critical at the 
contest. 

Nothing is more heartbreaking than to be dis
qualified from an event because someone wasn't clear 
on the rules. They're in black and white. Teachers 
need to practice what they preach in the classroom. 
"Read the directions." That especially applies to the 
pages in the C&CR that describe the formula for 
ranking speech contestants when multiple judges are 
used. It never hurts any of us to review the procedures, 
especially coaches who travel on other forensic cir
cuits where the procedures are different. 

The following criteria, in order, is used to deter-' 
mine all ranks: 1) majority; 2) lowest sum; 3) judges' 
preference; and 4) decimal equivalents. All contes
tants who are tied must be awarded a place before 
going on to another contestant or place. Just because 
two of his judges ranked a contestant second does not 
automatically grant him the second place medal. If 
there were a tie for first place, those individuals 
involved in the tie would be placed prior to this 
student. The contest director should place them, 
then return to criteria one, majority, to continue the 
placement of contestants. 

You've prepared to the best of your ability. You've 
studied the rules. You've checked for all your materi
als. You're on the bus. Now-take a deep, long, satis
fying breath-and enjoy yourself. It's a moment you'll 
never forget. 

UIL accepting applications for speech Honor Crew 
Although you're concentrating on district com

petition right now, some of you need to think ahead 
to the State Meet in May if you are interested in 
serving on the State Meet speech and debate Honor 
Crew. We are now accepting applications for the 30 
positions on the crew. 

These high school students serve essential roles 
at the meet in introducing competitors, distributing 
and collecting ballots, timing presentations, and serv
ing as runners and prep room monitors in extemp. For 
all their hard work, and it does take some energy and 
stamina, they have the chance to see excellent rounds 
of competition and to work with students from schools 
around the state. We also provide lunch tickets and 
one ticket each to the one-act play. 

Two students from any high school may be 
nominated by their speech coach with a brief letter 
explaining their experience in UIL competition and 

. their ability to serve responsibly in this position. 

: :::::::::; : 
Debate topics 

1998 Lincoln-Douglas Topic 
Resolved 
Influence of the media undermines justice 
in American criminal proceedings. 

1999 CX TOPIC 
Resolved 
That the United States should substan
tially change its foreign policy toward 
Russia. 

Each crew member must commit to serving four 
preliminary rounds on Friday and two sessions of 
finals on Saturday. By the end of the second day of the 
tournament, we have quite a competition going be
tween crew teams that want to work a particular final 

round. Each team consists of three students, who 
serve as chairperson, timer and monitors. 

We will confirm acceptance as we receive appli
cations, so it's important that you apply early. If you 
then qualify to compete at the State Meet, we will 
substitute a replacement into your spot. We mail the 
materials to be used prior to the meet and conduct a 
training session early Friday morning. 

If some of you wonder why I'm not in the contest 
roll calls or often visible during State Meet, it's 
because I'm working with the Honor Crew before and 
between each round. They have been a wonderful 
group to work with, and their enthusiasm and com
mitment add a great deal to the quality of the meet. 
Most members evaluations indicate they enjoy the 
experience, and learn things that will be helpful to 
them in competition or in hosting their own meets. 
Many of them return to the State Meet as contestants 
the next year. —Jana Riggins 

TAB 
Working on debate 
tabulation, Leland 
Unruh and Jaclyn 
Ainsworth, both 
freshmen, helped to 
run the 10th annual 
Round Rock Invita
tional Tournament Jan. 
2 1 . Approximately 
1,500 students 
attended from 63 
schools. Photo by 
Joshua Smith. 

Invitational 
Tournaments 

Invitational tourna
ments are listed for 
academic contests. 
Not all tournaments 
host all events. Check 
with the contest 
director. 

Smlthson Valley HS 
March 7 

Stamford Jr./Sr. HS 
March 7 
Markay Rister 
915/773-2701 
High school includes all 
literary events except speech 
with materials specifically 
written for this contest; junior 
high school includes speech 
and Set C academic materials 

Brenham HS 
March 7 
Beth Dusek 
409/277-6570 
ext. 1450 
fax: 409/277-6544 
All academic and speech events 
except CX 

Molses E. Molina HS 
(Dallas) 
April 18 
Sheila Walker 
214/467-2262 
fax: 214/467-7404 
All UIL (except Debate). 
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Permission required before play performance 

Lynn Murray 
Drama Director 

H ave you con
tacted the pub
lisher of the 

play you have chosen for 
OAP? Do you have writ
ten evidence that permis
sion to produce a short 
play or scenes from a full-
length piece has been 
granted? You may have a 
formal letter of agree
ment from Dramatists 
Play Service, a billing 
statement from Samuel 
French that notes "OK for UIL" or a variety of 
permission forms from other publishers. You must 
have something that is evidence that you have fer-
mission in compliance with Section 1033(c)(2)(B). 

One could assume that all OAP directors have 
read the "Publisher Permission" rule, but Title Cards 
received seem to suggest otherwise. Over 100 cards 
with "scenes from (sf)" titles show full royalty! In 
most cases this tells us that permission for UIL has not 
been obtained. To my knowledge, Anchorage Press is 
the only publisher that does not give a royalty reduc
tion for UIL performances of "scenes from." There are 
a few titles from other publishers for which royalty 
reduction for UIL cannot be obtained. 

On Feb. 16, this office received a notice that 
Dramatic Publishing Company will no longer license 
any performances of plays that are "inherently musi
cals" for UIL competition. They also will not often 
allow scenes from a long play if they publish a short 
version, even if you think your adaptation is better. 

A written performance rights agreement is the 
first step in making a choice for OAP unless the play 
is approved and in the public domain. Any play 
protected under copyright can be restricted. In one 
day you may be denied production rights even if a play 
is on UIL's approved list(s). You can be advised over 
the phone of general availability, but a written con
tract (even if only a billing form that notes "OK for 
UIL") is essential. Do you have written evidence 
from playwright, agent or publisher to produce for 
UIL the play listed on your title entry card that met 
the Feb. 23 deadline? If not, there is a major problem. 

Unit set photos 
Dr. Francis Hodge, Professor Emeritus in the 

Department of Theatre & Dance at UT-Austin, is 
preparing his fifth revision of Directing: Analysis, 
Communication, and Style and is very interested in 
including two or three photographs in this edition of 
quality examples of the use of the UIL unit set. Hodge 
and his wife Beulah have been State Meet OAP 
audience members for the past several years and have 
seen outstanding examples on stage. If you are inter
ested, have quality unit set examples, have quality 
photos, and are willing to share one, send it to me. If 
your picture is selected, you will receive photo credit 
in the new edition. All other photographs will be 
retained in the UIL office for possible use in displays 
and in workshops at SuperConferences. 

Dr. Hodge's directing text is widely used in 
colleges and universities, and he taught many of us 
during his tenure at UT-Austin. If you would like this 
type of recognition, I will serve as the picture collec
tion source. Please realize that there is not any money 
involved, only recognition. State Meet photos are 
not appropriate unless the UIL set is clearly shown. In 
most instances State Meet photos are of the actors, 
not the set. The deadline to submit is April 1. 

Requisition form required 
This office must have OAP district meet requi

sitions to mail contest manager packets for zone and 
district contests. We now have requisitions from only 
half of the 160 districts. A second mailing requesting 
immediate response was sent Feb. 13. We hope Friday 
the 13th will bring us good luck. Please respond 
ASAP! 

Critic judge contracts 
We do not have half of the critic judge contracts. 

Many districts have waited until now to contract a 
judge for OAP. The time spent calling critics already 
contracted is a major time drain on this office. Con
test managers/critics can help! We would much rather 
have a duplicate than none at all. 

I'm no longer certain there is a way to encourage, 
stimulate, motivate, inspire, prompt, goad, induce, 
incite, coerce or "make" OAP directors complete and 
return with comments critic judge questionnaires at 
each contest level. You can tell I used a thesaurus/ 
synonym finder, but the issue is serious. Each year the 
percentage of returns drops. We received last year less 
than 25 percent of a more than 2,100 potential. Did 
you know that State Meet OAP judges are selected by 

evaluating these returns? Did you know that the area/ 
regional meet OAP recommended list is determined 
by evaluating these returns? Did you know that the 
staff in this office makes recommendations to those 
who seek our assistance in finding judges based on the 
TETAAO Administrative Committee's evaluation 
and recommendations noted above? OAP directors' 
objective critic judge evaluations are critical to the 
continued improvement of our programs. If you don't 
care who judges at area, regional, or state levels, 
continue to allow 25 percent of your colleagues to 
make your choices. For the record, you can have a 
direct impact on OAP levels above district. Take a 
look at page 30 in the current OAP Handbook. 

Eligibility notice 
By the time high school OAP directors read this 

column, the OAP Eligibility Notice should be in 
their hands. That is, if you provided a first class 
envelope when the title card was mailed. Did you? If 
not, your's was mailed bulk rate and will arrive, we 
hope, by March 9. Fof those of you who have been 
mystified by the designation of a "#10 envelope" in 
the letter that accompanied your title entry card, a 
#10 envelope is a regular business envelope, and it 
requires only 32 cents (at this writing) to mail the 
eligibility notice first class. Some of you have sent 
large manila envelopes with more than 32 cents 
postage, which is unnecessary. 

TETA convention 
I hope you were one of the 1,800-plus who 

enjoyed the 48th Annual Convention of the Texas 
Educational Theatre Association in Dallas. If you 
did, we will see you in Austin. If not, make plans to 
join us at the Renaissance Hotel Jan. 20-24, 1999. 
The space allotted for this column is insufficient to 
thank all those who contributed to UILrelated pro
grams, from junior high- through university-focused. 
I personally thank all those involved. The UIL one-
act play contest could not operate effectively without 
you, and educational theatre in Texas is the better for 
your contributions. Please know that the UIL drama 
staff appreciates both presenter and participant. 

One-act play contest entries continue to climb 
slightly each year. We started with 1130-plus this 
year, and if there aren't too many negatives we will 
have more than 1116 actual participants. To all a 
good show. 

A written 
performance 
rights agreement 
is the first step in 
making a choice 
for OAP unless 
the play is 
approved and in 
the public 
domain. Any play 
protected under 
copyright can be 
restricted. 

Practice 
extemp topics 
Informative 

1. Why are federal officials scrutinizing 
the Texas tobacco lawsuit settlement? 

2. What is Russia's stance on the issue of 
air strikes against Iraq? 

3. Why does the Treasury Department op
pose Kenneth Starr's subpoenas of the 
Secret Service? 

4. What is the catalyst for the riots in 
Indonesia? 

5. What is President Clinton's new drug 
plan? 

6. What is the aftermath of the El Nifto 
storms in California? 

7. What accusations are critics making 
concerning the Dolly cloning experi
ment? 

8. Why has Janet Reno requested an inde
pendent counsel to investigate Interior 
Secretary Bruce Babbit? 

9. What significant action has the Cuban 
government taken since Pope John Paul 
flV visit? 

10. What was the result of the European 
Union's visit to Algeria? 

11. Does independent counsel Kenneth Starr 
deserve all the criticism he is receiving? 

12. Why has Canada launched a full-scale 
AIDS investigation? 

13. What are the consequences of global 
warming? 

14. How does technology promise to change 
the television set? 

15. Why are sports-utility vehicles the focus 
of criticism? 

16. Why were conservatives opposed to Dr. 
David Satcher as surgeon general? 

17. What is the latest in the war on cancer? 
18. What are Texas colleges and universities 

doing to increase minority enrollments? 

Persuasive 
l. 

2. 

Should the American with Disabilities 
Act include professional athletes? 
Are the protective functions of the Se
cret Service jeopardized by subpoenaed 
testimony? 

3. How can Asia's faltering currencies be 
stabilized? 

4. Should the U.S. launch air strikes on 
Baghdad? 

6. Will current economic trends continue 
into the millennium? 

6. Should Olympian Rebagliati have been 
allowed to retain his gold medal? 

7. Is the U.N. effective as a global peace
keeping force? 

8. What effect has the Hopwood court deci
sion had over state universities in Texas? 

9. Will violence affect India's elections? 
10. With the beginnings of Israel's 50th an

niversary celebration, will Palestinian-
Israeli peace talks be successful? 

11. Will the Pope's visit significantly af
fect politics and encourage democracy 
in Cuba? 

12. Should cities establish curfews for teen
agers? 

13. Should the federal government con
trol the Internet? 

14. Is special prosecutor Kenneth Starr out 
of control? 

15. Should social promotion be prohibited 
in Texas public schools? 

16. Should the federal government outlaw 
human cloning experiments? 

17. Should the Supreme Court toss out the 
line-item veto? 

18* Are Russia and the U.S. destined to 
become adversaries again? 
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'I looked out of the window and saw the flames jutting into the dark sky, 
I knew at once that dear old McKamie Hall, was in trouble.' 

Community helps rebuild theatre program 

Key 
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TETAAO 
recommended area/ 
region judge 

Independent 

College/university 
employee 

Public School 
Employee 

Private School 
Employee 

Institution affiliation 

Approximate region 
of residence 

Received in the UILofflce 2 / 2 / 9 8 

Dear Mr. Murray, 
I feel compelled to share with you some of my 

One-Act Play company's and my own personal expe
riences and lessons in life that have occurred in the 
last four weeks. 

As you know, our school was one of the two that 
you mentioned in your column in the January 1998 
Leaguer that had fires. 

On Saturday, Jan. 3,1 awoke for some odd reason 
at 3 a.m. Since we were due to begin on Monday the 
excitement of rehearsals for the OAP contest, I lay in 
bed contemplating the mad rush that lay ahead. At 
about 4 a.m., I heard the local fire alarm calling the 
volunteer fire department into action. Since 1 live 
less than two minutes from the school, when I looked 
out of the window of my daughter's bedroom and saw 
the flames jutting into the dark sky, I knew at once 
that dear old McKamie Hall, the older of our two 
gymnasiums, was in trouble. 

Upon my arrival, the 63-year-old structure was 
spewing forth flames 40 feet into the air. As the 
building burned to rubble, it took with it all but the 
memories of this landmark of this Central Texas 
town of 330. On a personal level, I could just envision 
all of my collection of props, makeup, costumes, and 
(probably worst of all) the complete UIL OAP unit 
set - collected in my seven-year tenure as theatre 

director and principal at Abbott High School -
crying out to me for help. It was especially painful to 
watch because just last school year, I had finally 
begged, borrowed, and toiled to finish the seven-year 
process of having every element of the unit set built. 
Also, the gym had served our company as our re
hearsal facility, since our school lacks an auditorium. 
And now, it was all ashes! 

As several of my theatre students watched, the 
fire department of our town worked masterfully in 
saving the high school from any damage beyond some 
cracked windows. The question was evident in all of 
the young students' faces, "what do we do now?" 

But before the last flame was doused, one of my 
theatre parents had already begun to organize a fund 
raiser to replace all that we had lost. My theatre 
students became excited by the prospect of starting 
over, not discouraged. On the following Saturday, 
this community, which has only had a theatre pro
gram in the school for nine years, turned out in 
support of our efforts at a bake sale at the Turkey Shop 
(which is our town's second claim to fame - Willie 
Nelson was born in Abbott and graduated from 
AHS). 

The response was tremendous! Nearly all of my 
theatre students' parents and several community mem
bers baked pies, cakes, and other treats. Many other 
community members came by and made donations 
without taking any goods with them. One of my 

students donated her whole paycheck from her part-
time job at the nearby outlet mall. Several checks 
from others have been handed to me or have arrived 
in the mail. 

I am pleased to say that as of this time, with the 
help of my dear wife and her brother, I once again 
have all of the unit set pieces, including flats with real 
double-action hinges and two door units, built, ready 
to go, and paid for. As a matter of fact, we had most 
of it ready by the second week of rehearsals. Only 
those of you who have priced such an undertaking 
can appreciate how much has been given. (McKamie 
Hall was built in 1935 for less than $4000. Just the 
materials alone for the unit set cost one-fourth of 
that!) 

The lesson here is that the desire of my OAP 
students and the community's support of theatre and 
its children can overcome all obstacles. If we trust 
ourselves to the goodness and kindness of others, we 
usually will not be disappointed, at least not in this 
small town. I believe that the success of our children 
can be directly correlated to the amount and quality 
of support and love given by those around them. My 
students truly have learned the lesson that "the show 
must go on" and with help from all of those who care 
about educational theatre in Abbott, Texas, it will. 

Terry Timmons 
OAP Director, Abbott High School 

Judges added to theatre association's official list 
The 1997-98 Texas Educational Theatre Associa
tion Adjudicator Organization's List of Critic Judges 
is published for the benefit of zone, district, area, 
and regional personnel making choices of critic 
judges for the one-act play contest. Only the judges 
on this list and those listed in the October and 
updated in the January Leaguer may be used to 
adjudicate UIL one-act play contests. The UIL recom
mends the use of a single critic judge. [Refer to 
Section 1033 (d) (3) (B) (i).] 
Eligible critic Judges as of date of printing, Feb. 4, 
1998. 

Additions 
• Karri Nichols Anderson (Let 'er Buck Enter

tainment), 2025 Skillman Dr., Garland TX 
75041 (972) 864-0818 - II 

• John Athas (Bishop Lynch HS), 10308 Joaquin, 
Dallas TX 75228 (214) 324-9874 - II 

• Gary Burton (TX A&M-Commerce). 1105 
Americana Lane #12201, Mesquite TX 75150 
(972) 682-0703 - II 

• Jim Bush (Texas Tech Un.), 2706 22nd, Lub
bock TX 79410 (806) 744-3457 - I 

• Laura S. Byland (Oklahoma Baptist Un.), PO 
Box 61252, Shawnee OK 74801 (405) 878-
2114 - I I 

• Terri Castleberry, 2710 Frank Buck Dr., Shawnee 
OK 74801 (405) 275-0508 - II 

• Kathleen Cochran, McLennan Comm. College-
Theatre, 1400 College Dr., Waco TX 76710 
(254) 399-6331 - II 

• Helen Cogan, Western Texas College, 6200 
College Ave., Snyder TX 79549 (915) 573-
8511 - I 

• Kerry Cole, Richland College, 12800 Abrams, 
Dallas TX 75243 (972) 238-6256 - II 

• Michael D. Coon (TX A&M-Commerce), 1602 
Jackson St., Commerce TX 75428 (903) 886-
0952 • II 

• Bill Gelber (UT-Pan American), 2908 N. 12th 
St., McAUen TX 78501 (956) 682-7696 - IV 

• Ina Wilder Jensen (TX A&M-Corpus Christi), 
4514 Clearwater, Corpus Christi TX 78413 (512) 
855-7300 - IV 

• Joseph Jones (Collin Co. Comm. College), 4201 
Sarasota Lane, McKinney TX 75070 (972) 529-
2439 - II 

• Jason (James) Lee (Texas Tech Un.), 4320 42nd 
St., Lubbock TX 79413 (806) 795-5132 - I 

• Tobyn Leigh (Texas Tech Un.), 5202 Kenosha 
Ave. #5, Lubbock TX 79413 (806) 792-5351 -1 

• David J. LeMaster (San Jacinto Coil-Central), 
17231 Blackhawk #1215, Friendswood TX 77546 
(281) 648-9812 - III 

• Betty Jo Luedecke (Lamar Un.-Beaumont), PO 
Box 922, Gilmer TX 76544 (903) 797-6180 - III 

• Kevin J. McCluskey, Stephen F. Austin St. Un., 
Box 9090, SFA Station, Nacogdoches TX 75962 
(409) 468-4003 - II 

• Andra Allen McLarty, 419 General Krueger, 
San Antonio TX 78213 (210) 366-3852 - IV 

• Trey Mikolasky (Texas Tech Un.), 4407 20th 
#48, Lubbock TX 79407 (806) 795-6212 - I 

• Michael Moore (Texscenes), 1303 W. 12th, 
Cisco TX 76437 (254) 442-3765 - I 

• Bradley A. Nies, Blinn College, 902 College 
Ave., Brenham TX 77833 (409) 830-4269 - III 

• Mary E. (Liz) Starcher (Retired), 1900 Japonica, 
Piano TX 75074 (972) 423-1469 - II 

• Mark Templeton (SW Missouri St. Un.), 3664 
Swan Ave., Springfield MO 65807 (417) 886-
9545 -

• Richard Tuman, Texas Tech Un.-Theatre, PO 
Box 42061, Lubbock TX 79409-2061 (806) 742-
3601 -1 

• Lisa Westkaemper, UT-Austin Performing Arts 
Center, PO Box 7818, Austin TX 78713 (512) 
471-0395 - IV 

• Pat White (Texas Tech Un.), 1001 University 
Ave. #616c, Lubbock TX 79461 (806) 749-
1375 • I 

• Linda Williamson (UT-Dallas), 1003 Meadow 
View Circle, Richardson TX (972) 234-5044 - II 

• James Worley (Angelo State Un.), 2007 Dou
glas Dr., San Angelo TX 76904 (915) 944-8867 
- I 

Update 
t Armando Hinojosa (Edinburg HS), 2016 Pin 

Oak Rd., Edinburg TX 78539 (956) 383-1373 -
IV 

Recertifications 
In alpha order, additional information in the Octo
ber '97 Leaguer: Kathy Barber, Elaine Bent, Lucia 
Bunch, Marion Castleberry, Jerry Cotton, Katy 
Meaker Craig, Tom A. Dickson, Bill Durham, 
Michael Endy, Penny Hasekoester, Elizabeth R. 
Hedges, Robert B. Hodde, Cathy Huvar, James D. 
Kemmerling, Jay P. Kyle, Connie McMillan, Luis 
Munoz, Patrick Muscanere, Tim Poertner, Angela 
Porter, Robin Robinson, Chuck Sheffield, Robert 
Singleton, Vicki Smith, Neil St. Clair, E. Don 
Williams. 
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Baseball facing only minor changes 

Peter Contreras 
Astt. to the Ath/etic Director 

H onestly, it 
seems like yes
terday when 

were pulling the tarp on 
and off the infield of 
Dish-Falk Field at the 
1997 U1L State Baseball 
Championships. (All 
right, go ahead and get 
your shots in early - "If 
you need rain just sched
ule the state baseball 
tournament at your place, 
and you'll get it.") 

In that short time, it also seems little has changed. 
And in reality, little has changed. It's like I told the 
baseball umpires last weekend at the state meeting in 
Beaumont. High school baseball in Texas is in very 
good shape. No one at the UIL, certainly not me, is 
standing in line to take credit. We are in the shape we 
are because quite frankly we have the best student-
athletes and coaches in the nation. The umpires, by-
and-large, do a good job too. 

Collectively, we understand that we need all 
three entities working together to be successful. Play
ers, coaches and umpires have to all be heading in the 
same directions for any of us to be successful. You are 
doing that. It is my hope we continue to do so. 

Last season, baseball had 30 ejections. That ties 
the fewest number since we began tracking ejections 
some five years ago. We can always do better, but as 
a standard, all indications are that we are doing a 
good job. 

Changes from last year 
Probably the significant change since last year 

concerning schools is the modification in UIL policy 

dealing with playoff series formats. In the old days, if 
two schools could not agree on the type of playoff 
format, it automatically was a one-game series. That's 
not the case anymore. If two schools cannot agree on 
a series format, one-game or a two-out-of-three se
ries, a coin flip determines the series. 

Whether that is good or bad depends on how 
many pitchers you have. The change had long been 
suggested by the Texas Association of Baseball 
Coaches and with the help of UIL Athletic Director 
Charles Breithaupt, we were able to get that changed 
for this year. 

Don't be late 
National Federation rule changes are minor. Of 

course you can find all those rule changes in your 
coaches manual that are in the mail (honestly). One 
rule change, however, that received attention last 
week at the state umpire meeting, was the allowance 
for state associations to be authorized to specify the 
time and/or circumstances before a forfeit will be 
declared for a late arrival by one of the teams. 

Our response to that is "why?" Why do we in 
Texas and the UIL have to set specifics for something 
that has not been a problem. If a district executive 
committee needs to set guidelines for district games, 
they can do that. They could have done that in the 
past. In non-district games, that is between the two 
schools involved. 

You'll know if you have a home game scheduled 
and if a team is running late. Certainly if you are the 
visiting team and running late for some reason or 
another, you'll make a phone call and let them when 
you will have your team there. 

Remember one of those many sayings that make 
us famous in Texas, "if ain't broke, don't fix it." Well, 
this one ain't broke so I ain't going to fix it. 

Plan ahead for delays 
There is one area that while not broken, offers 

confusion each season for some reason. That is a game 
that has to be rescheduled because of weather (i.e. 
rain). State law allows a 
game cancelled because 
of weather or public di
saster (not including ill
ness) to be rescheduled 
and played during the 
school week as an excep
tion to the one contest 
per school week rule, pro
vided the game is re
scheduled with seven cal
endar days. 

Understand this 
first, a district executive 
committee can set the 
policy on when schools 
will play a district game because of weather. Usually, 
the DEC will spell out' the next available date, often 
a Wednesday or Saturday. 

When the DEC has no policy for rescheduled 
district games, play it on the next available date. I 
know there can be several factors playing in your 
mind and when and why you should reschedule (i.e. 
rest for your pitchers or your next game is against a 
tough opponent), but don't back yourself into a 
corner by waiting until the end of the season. 

If you want to wait until the end of scheduled 
district play to get the game in, make sure you have 
time before district certification and that time still 
remains if a district playoff is needed to break a tie. 
Remember, if you wait until then, you don't know 
what the weather is going to be like. Get the game in 
as soon as you can. 

Athletics helps to teach decision-making skills 

Cynthia Doyle 
Associate Athletic Director 

As I spotted my 
middle school 
daughter in the 

sea of carpool students, I 
sensed something was 
wrong. Since this was the 
day for track tryouts, my 
first thought was that she 
had been cut from the 
track team. Not making 
the cut for a school team 
is typical concern for a 
middle school student. 

My second thought was that she had scored low 
on an assignment and was thinking of a way to tell me 
without worrying that her plans for the Valentine 
dance would be in jeopardy. This too would be a 
typical concern for a middle school student. We 
greeted each other in our own private mother/daugh
ter way, but with an obvious distraction that troubled 
both of us. 

Then came the moment of truth. 
"Mom, Cindy [not her real name - ed.] came back 

to school today," my daughter said. "You remember 
Cindy. She was on my seventh-grade volleyball team. 
Anyway mom, Cindy hasn't been at school since 
volleyball season ended, and she came back today. 
And guess what mom: Cindy is seven months preg
nant." 

Silence filled the car as.I searched for the right 
words to share with a seventh grader who up until 
now had concerns typical of a middle school student. 
Former middle school concerns about what movie to 
see on the weekend, how to get rid of a zit, or what CD 

would be the better buy'with her allowance, now 
seemed so far removed as she continued to unveil 
information about her teammate and her friend. 

Making decisions 
This article in not about typical middle school 

concerns, nor is it about teen pregnancy. This article 
is about how important it is that through athletics we 
continue to provide an avenue for teaching the 
decision-making process and to provide ways to prac
tice problem-solving skills. 

The situation described above is tough. It re
flects hard questions and provokes discussion be
tween and among athletes and parents that seems 
premature for middle school. It reveals consequences 
that range from severe to seriously severe and makes 
life seem so unfair when we are forced to address 
challenges because of the actions of others. 

In our society we believe seventh grade is a 
young age to make the kinds of decisions will impact 
us for life. We look at seventh grade as a time for 
making decisions that will cause a team to win or lose 
a basketball game, not whether or not to stay in 
school. We look at seventh grade as a practice ground 
for learning to gather facts to prepare an important 
speech, not be judged by friends and their parents for 
an end we may have no control over. We treat 
seventh graders as if every error has a solution, and 
that timing is not factored. 

Athletes are not exempt from the turbulence of 
adolescence. Although stringent schedules allow them 
less time to pursue mischief, energy, drive and spunk 
often afford them more activity in their abbreviated 
day than that of their non-involved peers. 

However athletics teaches that timing is impor
tant. It teaches that there are decisions, and that 
there are better decisions. No matter which decision 
you make, others are affected. Being part of a family, 
part of a team, and part of a school does not allow you 
to live without impacting the lives of others. 

Athletics equips students with tools needed to 
meet tough situations head on. Teaching and prac
ticing decision-making through sport or other extra
curricular activities can only improve the techniques 
we use to make decisions. 

To teach athletes that every thing they do is 
reconcilable is just as bad as to teach them that 
everything they do is irreconcilable. Both extremes 
do more harm than good. Many of us remember 
missing a third strike or a missed serve in tennis or 
volleyball only to feel that our world would never be 
the same. And many of us, to this day, continue to 
blame the kid who missed the third strike or the serve 
of ruining our big chance. 

What athletics allow students to do is learn to 
gather the best information they have and to do the 
best they can with what they have. When a new 
opportunity comes alone, we have to decide to take 
advantage of it or to pass it up. Whatever our deci
sion, we again have consequences. 

An old African proverb says "Darkness hides the 
hippopotamus." Darkness may temporarily hide some 
crucial information, but the darkness will not last 
forever. We do not always know the decisions that 
our athletes have to make, or what might be behind 
the miles they bring to practice, so we must work to 
equii them with processes and tools that will help 
then render good decisions even in difficult times. 

ALL WET 
Texas High's Justin 
Loyd swims the 
butterfly Oct. 4 during 
the Tiger Relays at 
Texarkana College. 
Results from all UIL 
state meets, including 
swimming and base
ball, will be up on the 
UIL Web site as soon 
as they are available. 
Photo by Jonathan 
Dwyer, the Texarkana 
Gazette 

Through athletics, 
we must continue 
to provide an 
avenue for 
teaching the 
decision-making 
process and to 
provide ways to 
practice problem-
solving skills. 
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Wrestling: new UIL sport starts next year 
By Mark Cousins 

Public 
Reprimands 

BASKETBALL 
Larry Salisbury, Salado 
Mark Honea, Pt. Arthur 

Jefferson 
Debbie Taylor, Mineola JH 
Mickel Stephenson, 

Alvarado 
Albert Zamora, Benavides 
Dempsey Compton, 

Douglass 
John Darnell, Sulphur Bluff 
David Taylor, North Dallas 
Kevin Lonsome, Denton 
Brett Carr, Henderson 
James Knowles, Pt. Arthur 

Jefferson 
Kevin Frauenberger, Lake 

Worth 
Ernesto Ibarra, Laredo 

Garcia MS 
George Beltran, Alice 
Robert Bocanegra, 

McAllen Lamar JH 
Kevin Hall, Lancaster 
Willie Schoen, Moran 
Trevia Cyrus, Houston 

Welch Middle School 
Lee Hafley, Strawn 
Daniel Hinojosa, Amarillo 

Bowie 
Kyna Massey, Sulphur 

Springs 
Phillip Moore, Mineola 
Raul Mendoza, Valley View 

Junior High 
Pat Munoz, Hawley 
Steve Myatt, Gruver 
Hubert Sthran, 

Duncanville Reed 
Middle School 

Jefferson Teague, Tolar 
Tommy Thompson, 

Abilene Cooper 
Mike Whalen, Harlingen 

Coakley Middle School 
James White, Houston 

Cullen Middle School 

BASEBALL 
Herman Johnson, Dallas 

Jefferson 
Gary Key, Galveston Ball 

FOOTBALL 
Jesus Baez, Port Isabel JH 
Lance Murphy, Baytown 

Mann MS 

SOCCER 
Jason Ceyanes, Dickinson 

SOFTBALL 
Amy Coulter, Alvarado 

Administrative Assistant 

As a new event, wrestling has gen
erated a considerable amount of discus
sion around the state among UIL offi
cials, coaches, participants and admin
istrators. We are in the process of put
ting together a wrestling plan, but here 
are the answers to some, of the ques
tions we have received in everything 
from who can coach to the structure of 
the playoffs. 

Wrestling practice outside of the 
school day can begin with the first day 
of school next year. The date for begin
ning competition in invitational tour
naments is Nov. 9, 1998. Dual meets 
(when there is no loss of school time) 
can begin at this time as well. As with 
all other UIL activities, schools are 
limited, by state law, to one contest 
during the school week, which runs 
from the beginning of school Monday 
to the end of school Friday. 

TIGHT FIT 
Wrestling will be come a UlL-sanctioned sport next year allowing students 
such as these from Piano to participate in UIL meets as well as meets 
sponsored by other organizations. Photo by Jonathan Dwyer, Piano Star-
Courier 

Weight loss 
The deaths of college wrestlers in 

Michigan have led to an increased awareness of the 
hazards of cutting weight in unsafe manners. As a 
result, the UIL is working to develop a weight control 
and certification process that will protect athletes 
from dangerous weight loss practices. We are study
ing plans from Michigan, Pennsylvania and Wiscon
sin as reference material. 

Coaches 
Coaches for a high school wrestling program 

must be full-time employees of the school district. 
The UIL Legislative Council heard a proposal to 
allow an exception for wrestling coaches, but voted 
to maintain the full-time status rule. Other than the 
full-time rule, we have no plans to change the struc
ture of the coach/wrestler relationship as it applies to 

playoff system. The UIL will not spon
sor team state championships. TIWA 
will keep the team state champion
ships going as an invitational tourna
ment for schools to participate. 

The UIL is looking for a site for the 
state individual championships in the 
Austin area tentatively scheduled for 
Feb. 19-20, 1999, depending on site 
availability. 

The state individual meet will be a 
16-wrestler bracket. The method of 
advancement from the district to re
gional and from regional to state will be 
determined by the number of schools 
participating in the UIL wrestling plan. 
This year, some 125 public schools have 
either a wrestling team or club. Once 
schools have returned their acceptance 
forms for the 1998-99 school year, the 
UIL will produce a wrestling district 
alignment. Like our other activities, 
schools will be grouped geographically 
into districts. There will be only one 
conference for all wrestling schools, 
and it will be designated as AAAAA. 

the mat or practice. We will follow National Federa
tion Wrestling rules in all wrestling dual and invita
tional meets. 

Private schools 
There is also much discussion concerning the 

status of private schools in UIL wrestling. At this 
time, private schools are not eligible for UIL mem
bership and cannot participate in the UIL district, 
regional or state meets. This does not prevent UIL-
member schools from wrestling against private schools 
in non-district matches. 

Playoffs 
Coaches, UIL officials and the wrestling associa

tion have also been discussing the structure of the 

Officials 
We have also received a number of questions 

regarding officials for wrestling. Wrestling officials 
are under the control of the Texas Wrestling Officials 
Association (TWOA). We have no plans to change 
the structure of the relationship between schools and 
wrestling officials. Officials for the region and state 
meets will be selected by the UIL with input from 
school coaches and the TWOA. 

Regional meets 
We are also trying to find sites to host regional 

wrestling meets. Any information coaches can pro
vide as to possible sites would be greatly appreciated. 
Anyone with information on a possible regional site 
can contact me at the UIL office. 

Appeals committee finalizes realignment 
The Assignment Appeals Committee finalized 

the biennial district realignment process with a meet
ing Feb. 23 and overturned three decisions made by 
the review board the previous week. 

"It shows that our process works," UIL Athletic 
Director Charles Breithaupt said. "Both committees 
have faith in the UIL's original assignments. That 
there were only 11 appeals to begin with shows that 
there was some confidence in our staff." 

He said there were twice as many appeals in 1996 
when the UIL last went through realignment but 
conceded that other schools just may not have voiced 
their concerns. 

"There were probably others that were unhappy 
but felt they didn't have a chance on appeal," he said. 

The Assignment Appeals Committee voted 
unanimously to grant an appeal made by the Ama
rillo and Lubbock school districts to place San Angelo 
Central back in District 3-5A for football. Central 
was originally assigned to District 3-5A, but was 
moved last week to District 4-5A with Abilene, 
Abilene Cooper, Midland, Midland Lee, Odessa and. 
Odessa Permian. District 3-5A now consists of Ama
rillo, Amarillo Tascosa, Lubbock, Lubbock Coronado, 
Lubbock Monterey and San Angelo Central. 

In a case involving District 16-3A, the appeals 

men.! t 

Changes to original alignment 

BY DISTRICT APPROVAL 
North Zulch HS changed to 55-1A 

BY APPEAL 
Lake Dallas HS changed to 9-3A 
Little Elm HS changed to 9-3A 
Pottsboro changed to 10-3A 

Whitesboro changed to 10-3A 

committee overturned the decision of the review board 
to move Quitman from District 15-3A to 13-3A; Bullard 
from 16-3A to 15-3A; and Linden-Kildare from 13-3A 
to 16-3A. District 13-3A now includes Clarksville, 
Daingerfield, Linden-Kildare, Mount Vernon, Pittsburg 
and Winnsboro. District 15-3A includes Brownsboro, 
Emory Rains, Lindale, Mineola, Quitman and Van. 
District 16-3A consists of Bullard, Gilmer, Gladewater, 
Gladewater Sabine, Jefferson, Longview Spring Hill, 

Tatum and White Oak. 
Finally, the committee granted an appeal made 

by District 48-1A to place Kennard back in District 
46-1A for basketball. Kennard was originally as
signed to District 46-1 A, but requested to be placed 
in District 48-1A with Elkhart Slocum, Latexo, 
Neches, Normangee and Oakwood. District 46-1A 
now includes Broaddus, Goodrich, Kennard, 
Livingston Big Sandy and Zavalla. 

Breithaupt said one reason for the decisions 
being overturned was the additional information 
that schools provided on both sides of the issue. The 
initial committee only heard testimony from the 
schools requesting a change, not all schools that 
might be impacted by that change. 

The initial staff recommendations for district 
realignment were released at 9 a.m. Feb. 2 after what 
Breithaupt said was some 400 man-hours of work. 
Staff members, working from a mandate of the Leg
islative Council to have between 210 and 225 schools 
in 5A, tried to create distrias with eight teams while 
still keeping travel distances reasonable. 

The State District Assignment Review Board 
heard 11 appeals Feb. 16 and granted four appeals. 

The final realignment results are available on 
the UIL Web site. 
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New marching 
band scoring 
system focuses 
on music 

During the past 18 months, the scoring 
system used for the UIL area and State Marching 
Band Contest has gone through an extensive 
review process in an effort to develop a scoring 
system that (1) places the focus on musk and 
marching fundamentals; (2) allows for more spe
cific comments addressing the strengths and 
weaknesses of musk and marching competen
cies; (3) minimizes the value placed on ancillary 
components of the marching band performance 
such as auxiliaries, costumes, and props; and (4) 
balances the potential for success between bands 
of varying marching styles. 

Steps in the process included a survey of 
high school band directors throughout Texas, 
extensive dialogue between the members of the 
marching band committee and the school ad
ministrators on the UIL Legislative Council, the 
development of a pilot project to test new scor
ing systems, an open hearing during the Texas 
Bandmasters Association Summer Clink, modi
fications of the scoring system under consider
ation, and a final test of the system at both sites 
of the 1997 State Marching Band Contest. 

At this point, the marching hand study 
committee, comprised of directors from all clas
sifications, is prepared to move forward with 
final modification and implementation of the 
new system for the 1998 area and state contests. 
The system will require that three members of 
the five-judge panel evaluate musk only. Spe-
cific points will be assigned to woodwinds, brass, 
percussion, ensemble performance and musician
ship. The three judges assigned to this category 
will make no comment regarding any visual 
component of a bands performance. Their role 
will be exclusively to critique the musical perfor
mance and make recommendations regarding 
the various elements that comprise the musical 
presentation of each band. 

The remaining two judges will address vi
sual issues only. Their primary task will be to 
observe and to adjudicate such factors as car
riage, stride, form, alignment, interval, and other 
visual characteristics. A small portion of their 
role will be to address the integration of auxilia
ries or other factors commonly referred to as 
"General Effect* 

The primary goal of the new system is to 
focus our priorities on the educational process of 
teaching and deraonstrating the mastery of mu
sk and marching fundamentals. At the same 
time a conscious effort has been made to mini
mize the emphasis that has been placed oh Gen
eral Effect in the past 

The final format and exact point system for 
each sheet will be determined in the coming 
weeks and will appear in the next issue of The 
Leaguer. The new system, in effect for the 1998 
marching season, will be utilkzed at the area and 
state levels only, consequently, there will be no 
changes at the region contests. 

Critiquing music contests 
benefits group and judges 

In 1991 I was asked 
to write an article on 

.the importance of 
music adjudication and 
the vital role that our 
music directors play as 
music contest judges. The 
information in that ar
ticle is as pertinent today 
as it was when first writ
ten some seven years ago. 

Quality judging Richard Floyd 
Music Director One of the primary 

cornerstones of the edu
cational substance of the 
UIL Music Contest program is the quality of adjudi
cation that is provided for Texas' performing organi
zations and student musicians. The purpose of this 
adjudication is not simply to assign a division rating 
to a performance, but rather to provide a concise 
evaluation of the strengths and weaknesses of each 
musical demonstration and offer recommendations 
for continued musical growth. These critiques, which 
address both concert and sightreading skills, deal 
almost exclusively with the Texas Essential Knowl
edge and Skills. As such, while any competition is 
presently considered extracurricular, the actual adju
dication has the potential to be a true extension of 
the classroom and a valuable component of the music 
education process. 

This important element of any music competi
tion is often taken for granted since the behind-the-
scenes arrangements for judges takes place weeks, 
and even months, before the actual contest. Also 
forgotten is the fact that the majority of those best 
qualified to evaluate music performances come from 
the rank and file of our music educators who daily 
work with music students in public schools through
out Texas. These teachers give significant time and 
often travel extreme distances for minimal compen
sation to serve as judges for UIL music contests. 
Without their willingness to serve in this capacity, it 
would be difficult, if not impossible, to provide a level 
of adjudication that is commensurate with the qual
ity of musk education that exists in our schools. 

Benefits to judges 
The benefits of contest participation and adjudi

cation are not one-sided. There is another dimen
sion. It is assumed that the students will benefit from 
the critique and that the directors will return to their 
rehearsal rooms with new insights and a clearer 
vision of the relative strengths and weaknesses of 
their students. But, seldom noted is that any contest 
experience offers the potential for a significant growth 
experience on the part of the judges as well. The 
exercise of judging heightens hearing and communi
cation skills. Skills that are invaluable in the class
room and rehearsal hall. In short, the experiences 
enhances the judge's ability be a successful, produc
tive teacher. Consequently, school administrators 
should look with favor upon opportunities for mem
bers of thek music faculty to serve as judges. 

Weekday competitions 
While most contests take place on Saturday, 

there are some exceptions because of economic or 
logistical reasons. Also, there are sites in the state 
that must schedule more than one day of events to 
accommodate all participating groups. These con
tests often require the use of a school day to complete. 
While the participating groups miss a minimal amount 
of school time (contest participation requires only 
one and one half hours plus travel time), judges must 
be present for the duration of the competition. Judges 
for these contests find it necessary to make arrange
ments with their school administration to be away 
from their own campus and cover their normal teach
ing responsibilities in order to accept such a judging 
assignment. 

Under these circumstances, school administra
tors are encouraged to respond favorably when fac
ulty members ask permission to serve as adjudicators. 
Such action demonstrates a sensitivity -ty the sched
uling needs of UIL contests, an appreciation of the 
importance of having qualified judges for the partici
pants in these events and an awareness of the valu
able experiences that teachers who serve as judges 
bring back to their own classroom and students. The 
result will be a continued availability of highly quali
fied adjudicators and enriching experiences for our 
music educators as well. 

Music regions remain unchanged 
The UIL announced reclassification and align

ment for the 1998-99 and 1999-2000 school years 
Feb. 2. While school music programs are subject to 
the reclassification determined by this biannual pro
cess, the alignment of UIL/TMEA music regions will 
remain unchanged. Thus music programs will con
tinue to compete in the same regions and areas as 
they have in the past; however, some programs will 
move up or down in classification according to the 
enrollment figures used to assign schools to confer
ences for the next biennium. 

It is possible for schools to request a transfer to a 
neighboring region under certain circumstances. The 
directors of school music programs considering a 
transfer should refer to Section 1102 (e) of the 
Constitution and Contest Rules for details. In addition 
to the justification listed in the C & CR there are two 
other factors that can be used to justify a transfer. 

In some cases, all schools in a UIL athletic/ 
academic district will be in one UIL musk region 
with the exception of one. Thus this lone school ends 
up competing against a completely different set of 

schools for music activities. If a school finds itself in 
such a situation, it has the option of changing UIL 
music regions so that all UIL competition including 
music would be essentially with the same schools. 

There is also the remote possibility that a single 
school will be the only school in its classification in 
a UIL music region. This scenario can happen in 
metropolitan areas where there is one A, AA or 
AAA school among a host of AAAA and AAAAA 
schools. The opposite can occur in predominately 
rural UIL music regions where there is only one 
AAAA or AAAAA school. In such cases the prece
dent exists for such a school to transfer to a neighbor
ing UIL music region so that it can compete with 
other schools of similar size. 

In every case, the request must be submitted by 
the superintendent of schools and the request must 
be inclusive of all music programs in which the school 
competes. The deadline for submitting a request for 
transfer is Aug. 1. For -details feel free to contact the 
state music office at 512/471-5883 or uilmusic®-
uts.cc.utexas.edu. 

REPRINTS 

of the original article 

are available from: 

National Federation, 

11724 Plaza Cir, Box 

20626, Kansas City, 

MO 64195. 

http://uts.cc.utexas.edu
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KELLER HS 
The State Executive Committee issued a 
public reprimand to Mr. Archie Myers, 
coach, Keller HS for scheduling three scrim
mages with non-school teams, and sus
pended him from one football game. 

BROWNSVILLE LOPEZ HS 
HARLINGEN ISD 
The State Executive Committee Placed 
Brownsville Lopez HS and Hariingen ISD 
on probation in girls' soccer through Feb. 
3, 1999, upheld Brownsville ISD's sus
pension of a fan from all activities for the 
remainder of the 1997-98 school year, 
and commended Brownsville ISD for its 
quick action. 

WESTBURH HS 
The State Executive Committee issued a 
public reprimand and probation through 
Dec. 10, 1998, to Westbury HS, with a 
condition of probation being if any further 
incidents occur at Westbury HS, the ath
letic program will be placed on suspen
sion. The penalties were assessed be
cause of abuse of officials by student 
representatives. The Committee also com
mended Houston ISD for the action it had 
taken with regard to the student represerv . 
tatives. 

RIO VISTA HS 
The State Executive Committee issued a 
public reprimand to Rio Vista HS and put 
the school on probation through Dec. 10, 
1998, for abuse of officials by a fan. The 
Committee commended the administra
tion for the prompt action. 

GEORGETOWN HS 
The State Executive Committee issued a 
public reprimand to Georgetown HS and 
put the school on probation through Dec. 
10, 1998, because of inappropriate inter
action with officials. 

ONE-ACT PLAY 
Students from a suspended or disqualified 
school are not eligible to earn points in the 
One-Act Play Contest that count toward the 
district academic championship and/or 
the district spring meet sweepstakes. 

TRANSFER FROM 
LOW-PERFORMING SCHOOLS 
With regard to H.B. 318 of the 75th Texas 
Legislative regarding Public Education Grant 
(PEG) intradistrict and interdisthct trans
fers (low performing to campus with ac
ceptable rating): The first year of opportu
nity is the first year the school the student 
is leaving is identified as a PEG low-per
forming campus. The fact that a high-
performing campus begins toaccept PEG 
transfers after that first year does not 
negate the one calendar year of ineligibility 
for varsity athletics at the high performing 
campus. 

With regard to H. B. 318 of the 75th Texas 
. Legislative regarding Public Education Grant 

(PEG) Intradistrict and interdistrict trans
fers (low performing to campus with ac
ceptable rating): A student who has at
tended a private school accredited by the 
Texas Private School Accreditation Com
mission for the previous calendar year or 
more may be eligible for varsity athletics at 
a UIL member high school according to 
Section 440 (b) provided: 
• the student's home campus (high 

school located within attendance zone 
where the parents reside) is current 
identified as a low performing PEG 
campus; 

• the campus the student is transfer
ring to is a high performing campus; 

• the student transfers during the first 
year he or she returns to public school; 
and 

• the student is not transferring for ath
letic purposes. 

LOCAL ELIGIBILITY RULES 
With regard to Section 403 (a): School 
districts with board policies that lock all 
four years of eligibility for ninth grade 
students from a 7-8-9 campus into the 

high school they first represent causes 
those students to be eligible only at that 
high school. In the event the school board 
changes its policy and the student wishes 
to return to the high school where the 
parents reside, loss of varsity athletic 
eligibility for at least one calendar year 
would occur. Local school district policies 
could cause a student under these circum
stances to be ineligible for more than one 
calendar year. 

OPTIONAL ATTENDANCE ZONE 
With regard to Section 353 and 440: A 
school board may create an optional atten
dance zone to facilitate the opening of a 
new high school by adopting the following 
language: Students who participate in ex
tracurricular activities who will not have 
the opportunity to compete for varsity dis
trict honors at the new high school have 
the option to attend the high school they 
would have attended if the new school had 
not been created or to attend the new 
school. The student would be eligible at 
the school they first select. If the student 
subsequently changes to another school 
within that district they are not eligible for 
varsity athletic competition until they have 
been enrolled in and regularly attended 
that school for at least the previous year. 

WAIVER 
With regard to requesting a waiver when a 
student has moved for athletic purposes: 
Any application for waiver of residence 
shall be null and void when either the 
district executive committee or the State 
Executive Committee determines that the 
student changed schools for athletic pur
poses. 

APPEALS 
With regard to appeals: When officials 
from both the sending and receiving schools 
agree that a student changed schools for 
athletic purposes the State Executive Com
mittee will not hear or grant an appeal. 

MAGNET SCHOOLS 
With regard to separate magnet schools at 
one location: When separate magnet 
schools are located together, the ISD shall 
designate one of the following configura
tions for UIL varsity participation. 
1. All components create one participant 
high school, and one membership fee is 
due for that school. Students enrolled in 
any of the magnet schools located at the 
center may represent that participant high 
school in UIL activities; or 
2. Each magnet school within the center is 
considered a separate participant high 
school, and must pay a separate UIL mem
bership fee. Students enrolled in a magnet 
school may represent only that magnet 
school in UIL activities.Computer Applica
tions 
In the new Computer Applications Mini-
Handbook, there are two errors. On page 6 
under second page of any letter under part 
3 add "c. Page number" and "d. Date." On 
page 7 under second page of any memo 
under part 3, add "b. Page number" and 
"c. Date." 

ARLINGTON HEIGHTS HS 
The State Executive Committee issued a 
public reprimand to Mr. Ed Koester, head 
football coach at Arlington Heights High 
School, put him on probation through Nov. 
11 , 1999, and suspended him from the 
play-off games this school year and the 
first two football games of 1998-99. for 
violating summer practice rules and open 
gym rules. The committee also issued a 
public reprimand to Arlington Heights High 
School, put the school on probation in all 
UlLactivitiesthrough Nov. 11,1998, asked 
the administration to submit a plan to the 
UIL staff addressing measures that will be 
taken to ensure that UIL rules are not 
violated. 

ROUND ROCK WESTWOOD HS 
The State Executive Committee suspended 
two Round Rock Westwood High School 
student representatives from the first ten
nis tournament of the spring semester, 

Distribution rights 
The UIL mails 15 issues of the Leaguerto every public 
high school in Texas, Too often, they end up covering 
the dart board with the realignment information. The 
Leaguer contains vital information regarding UIL activi
ties. Please distribute these to coaches and sponsors 
of all UIL activities, and ask them to share their copy. 
Recommended distribution includes the following. 

Principal 
Librarian 
Academic Coordinator 
Yearbook/Newspaper Adviser 
Speech Director 
Band Director 
Choir Director 
One-Act Bay Director 

Volleyball Coach 
Baseball Coach 
Girls Basketball Coach 
Boys Basketball Coach 
football Coach 
Girls Track Coach 
Boys Track Coach 

and suspended a third student represen
tative from the first two tennis tourna
ments of the spring semester, for un
sportsmanlike conduct, a violation of the 
Athletic Code. The committee commended 
the administration, athletic director, and 
tennis coach of Round Rock Westwood 
High School for their swift action. 

DALLAS MADISON HS 
The State Executive Committee issued a 
public reprimand and probation through 
Nov. 11 , 1998, to Mr. Sam West, Dallas 
Madison High School, for knowingly allow
ing an ineligible participate to play in a pre
season football game. 

NORTH LAMAR HS 
The State Executive Committee upheld the 
ruling of the District 15 AAAA Executive 
Committee finding a North Lamar High 
School student ineligible according to the 
parent residence rule. The committee for
feited the game North Lamar won. 

ACCOUNTING 
In accordance with section 920 of the 
Constitution and Contest Rules, the fol
lowing calculators are also approved for 
use in the high school accounting compe
t i t ion : Unisonic LC1435, Unisonic 
LC1299X, Sharp VX-2128R and Sharp VX-
2126H. 

SPELLING AND VOCABULARY 
Correction to the UIL spelling list: 
• chamois should be listed as chamois, 

chammy, shammy; 
• champagne should be champagne (C); 

and 
• plimsotl (P) should be only plimsoll 

<P). 

INTERPRETATION OF SECTION 446(B) 
The State Executive Committee interpreted 
Section 446(b) to allow only a one-time 
exception to the age rule. 

DEL RIO HS 
The State Executive Committee issued a 
public reprimand to Mr. Gene Rores, Del 
Rio High School, for violation of state law 
(no pass, no play) and placed him on 
probation through Sept. 1,1998. 

DALLAS SAMUELL HS 
The State Executive Committee placed 
Dallas Samuell High School on probation 
in one-act play through Sept. 1 , 1998 for 
failure to participate. 

SOUTHLAND HS 
The State Executive Committee placed 
Southland High School on probation in 
one-act play through Sept. 1, 1998 for 
failure to participate. 

HOUSTON FOREST BROOK HS 
The State Executive Committee issued a 
public reprimand to Houston Forest Brook 
High School and disqualified the school 
from district honors in one-act play for the 
1997-98 school year for failure to partici
pate. 

DECATUR HS 
The State Executive Committee issued a 
public reprimand to Mr. Keith Hendrix, 
Decatur High School, and placed him on 
probation through Sept. 1,1998 for viola
tion of recruiting rules. 

HOUSE BILL 318 INTERPRETATION 
The State Executive Committee issued an 
official interpretation of House Bill 318 of 
the 75th Legislature, regarding Public Edu
cation Grant (PEG) Intradistrict and 
Interdistrict Transfers (low performing to 
campus with acceptable rating). 
A student who transfers from a campus 
identified under the PEG Program to a 
school which is considered to be a high 
performing campus may be eligible accord
ing to Section 440 (b) provided the student 
is in compliance with the following provi
sions. 

1. The transfer complies with the condi
tions cited in the July 3,1997 memo 
from the Texas Education Agency and 
signed by Associate Commissioner 
Criss Cloudt and Coordinator for State 
Finance and Fiscal Analysis Joe 
Wisnoski. 

2. The student transferred from the low 
performing school to the school with 
an acceptable rating during the first 
year he or she had the opportunity to 
do so. Opportunity to do so is deter
mined by notification to parents of the 
student that the school the student 
has been attending has been rated 
under the PEG Program or by parents 
discovering that information from the 
media or other sources. 

3. A previous athletic participation form 
is completed and the UIL district ex
ecutive committee finds the student 
did not change schools for athletic 
purposes. 

Students transferring from a low perform
ing school to a low performing school 
would not be eligible their first year of 
attendance at the new campus. 

SAN ANTONIO LEE HS 
The State Executive Committee issued a 
public reprimand with probation through 
June 3, 1999 to Mr. John Adkins, San 
Antonio Lee High School, for allowing ineli
gible students to participate. 

SECTION 468(C) INTERPRETATION 
The State Executive Committee issued an 
official interpretation of Section 468 (c): 
The Waiver Review Board may grant a 
rehearing on cases that are waived by the 
Waiver Review Board provided new cred
ible evidence is presented by the district 
executive committee, and it may grant a 
rehearing on cases that are denied by the 
Waiver Review Board provided new cred
ible evidence is presented by the applicant 
or the school the applicant is attending. 

DIBOLL ISD 
The District 20 AAA Executive Committee 
issued a public reprimand to Diboll ISD. 
and placed the Diboll High School track 
program on probation through the 1997-
98 school year, for a sportsmanship viola
tion. As a condition of the probation, Diboll 
ISD must bar two parents from all District 
20 AAA athletic events for the 1997-98 
school year. 

EL PASO YSLETA ISD 
The State Executive Committee issued the 
following penafties to El Paso Ysleta ISD 
personnel: public reprimand with proba
tion through June 3, 1998 to Lou James, 
Armando Hernandez, and Lou James, Jr., 
of El Paso Parkland High School, to Hector 
Pacheco of El Paso Ysleta High School, 
and to Joe Ochoa of Pasodale Middle 
School, for unsportsmanlike conduct and 
violations of the Athletic Code. The com
mittee also issued a public reprimand to El 
Paso Parkland High School for lack of 
institutional control and direction to the 
football staff. 

ACADEMY HS (KINGSVILLE) 
The State Executive Committee issued a 
public reprimand to Mr. Michael A. 
Gonzales, Academy High School, and 
placed him on probation through June 3, 
1998. The State Executive Committee-also 
issued public reprimands to Academy High 
School, Santa Gertrudis ISD and Driscoll 
ISD, for recruiting violations. 

LEAGUE CITY CLEAR CREEK HS 
The State Executive Committee issued a 
public reprimand to Mr. Mike Kerley, League 
City Clear Creek High School, placed him 
on probation through June 3, 1999, and 
suspended him from the first track meet of 
the 1997-98 school year for an allowing 
ineligible student to participate. 

The State Executive Committee affirmed 
the penalty of public reprimand, probation 
through June 3, 1998, and a one game 
suspension to Mr. Chris Floyd, League City 
Clear Creek High School, for physical con
tact with a game official. 

UTTLEFIELD HS 
The State Executive Committee affirmed 
the penalty of public reprimand and proba
tion through June 3, 1998 to Mr. Herb 
Rios, Littlefield High School. 

PORT ARTHUR JEFFERSON HS 
The State Executive Committee issued a 
public reprimand to Mr. David Vince, Port 
Arthur Jefferson High School, placed him 
on probation for two years, and suspended 
him from the first two baseball games of 
the 1997-98 season for being ejected 
twice in one season. 

GRANGER ISD 
The State Executive Committee issued a 
public reprimand to Mr. John Valastro and 
Mr. Royce Gregory, Granger ISD, and put 
them both on probation through June 3, 
1998 for violations of the Athletic Code. 
The Committee issued a public reprimand 
to Granger ISD with probation through June 
3, 1998. 

SOCCER RULE ERROR 
Rule 12, Section 7, Article 2 of the Soccer 
Rule Book should state: Art. 2...A goaf-
keeper shall not intentionally parry the bail 
and then take possession or control of it 
with his/her hands before it has been 
played [or touched] by another player [of 
the same team outside the penalty area or 
an opposing player either inside or outside 
the penalty area.] This restriction shall not 
include those situations in which the ball 
accidentally rebounds from the goalkeeper 
making a save or play."t 

The words in brackets [ ] must be added to 
page 33 and page 44. 

HEMPHILL ISD 
The State Executive Committee issued a 
public reprimand to Hemphill High School 
and to Mr. Matt Brackin, former band 
director, for violation of music regulations . 
and falsification of records. Mr. Brackin 
was placed on probation through Novem
ber 8, 1998, the maximum probationary 
period. 

LITERARY CRITICISM 
The official source for handbook test items 
will be the ©1996 seventh edition of A 
Handbook to Literature by William Harmon 
and C. Hugh Holman, from Prentice Hall 
Publishing Co. 

HOUSTON LAMAR HS 
The State Executive Committee suspended 
Mr. Victor Aguilar, formerly of Houston 
Lamar High School, from all UIL activities 
through August 21,1999, for violation of 
eligibility rules. 

DAUAS HOOD MS 
The State Executive Committee issued a 
public reprimand to Mr. Max Tunnell, Dal
las Hood Middle School, and placed him 
on probation through Aug. 2 1 , 1998, for 
violation of music regulations (Section 
1110). 

SAN AUGUSTINE HS 
The District 20 AAA Executive Committee 
issued a public reprimand to San August
ine High School and placed the football 
program on probation through the 1997-
98 school year for violation of the Athletic 
Code. 

BASTROP HS 
The State Executive Committee issued a 
public reprimand to Mr. Willie Brown, 
Bastrop High School, suspended him for 
the remainder of the 1996-97 basketball 
season, and placed him on probation 
through Jan. 21 , 1999. for verbal and 
physical abuse of a game official. 

ENNIS ISD 
The State Executive Committee put a stu
dent participant on probation through Jan. 
21 , 2000 for abusing a game official dur
ing a basketball game. 

SINTON HS 
The State Executive Committee suspended 
Sinton High school basketball coach Ms. 
Lucille Trosclatr from coaching all UIL ac
tivities through the remainder of the 1996-
97 school year, issued a public reprimand 
to her, and placed her on probation through 
Jan. 21 , 1999, for knowingly allowing an 
ineligible player to participate. 

GARLAND HS 
The State Executive Committee issued a 
public reprimand to Garland High School 
and placed the school on probation in 
basketball through Jan. 21,1999, finding 
that a student participant, after being 
ejected from a basketball game for un
sportsmanlike behavior, swung at a game 
official. 

FT. WORTH 
EASTERN HILLS HS 
The State Executive Committee suspended 
former Fort Worth Eastern Hills High School 
choral director Ms. Marietta Miller from 
sponsoring any UIL activity through Jan. 
21,2000, for knowingly allowing ineligible 
students to participate in UIL competition. 

QUINLIN & WYLIE ISD 
The District 12AAAA Executive Committee 
issued a public reprimand to Wytie ISD and 
placed Wylie High School on probation 
through the 1997-98 basketball season, 
for failing to have a uniformed police of
ficer present at a district basketball game. 
The committee also issued a public repri
mand to Quinlan ISD and placed Quinlin 
High School on probation for all UIL ath
letic activities for lack of fan control. In 
addition, they banned a Quinlan fan from 
attending ail UIL athletic activities involv
ing District 12 AAAA schools through the 
1997-98 school year. They issued a repri
mand to all Wylie and Quinlan student 
representatives who were involved in a 
fight, and placed them on probation through 
the 1997-98 school year. They issued a 
reprimand to the players from both schools 
who were on the floor but not involved in 
the fight. 

BARBERS HILL ISD 
The District 22 AAA Executive Committee 
issued a public reprimand to Barber's Hill 
tSD for unsportsmanlike conduct of fans 
after a basketball game. In addition they 
banned three Barber's Hill fans from at
tending any Barber's Hill athletic activities 
through the 1997-98 school year. 

WHARTON HS 
The State Executive Committee issued a 
public reprimand to Mr. Joe Pantalone, 
basketball coach, Wharton High School, 
suspended him from the first two district 
basketball games of the 1997-98 season, 
and placed him on probation through the 
1998-99 school year, for verbal abuse of a 
game official. 

SAN ANTONIO JAY HS 
The State Executive Committee issued a 
public reprimand to Michael Floyd, basket
ball coach, San Antonio Jay High School, 
and placed him on probation through Feb. 
19, 1998, for violation of the 60-minute 
practice rule. 

MONAHANS HS 
The State Executive Committee issued a 
public reprimand to Martina Carrillo, vol
leyball coach, Monahans High School, and 
placed her on probation through Feb. 19, 
1999, for violation of coaching restric
tions. 


