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Conferences prepare students, coaches for year 

The UIL will conduct its four Student 
Activities Conferences this fall with one 
purpose in mind—to educate students 

and instructors about UIL academic contests. As 
the brochure says, "If you want your UIL academic 
participants to make it to the State Meet, bring 
them to the Student Activities SuperConference." 

It's no exaggeration. 
UIL Drama Director Lynn Murray said, "The 

kind of students and instructors who attend are 
the kindxif students and instructors who do well in 
contest." 

Contest directors from every UIL academic 
competition as well as experts from all around 
Texas in everything from literary criticism to 
calculator competition will provide tips on how to . 
be successful in the competitions. 

"It's a great opportunity to interact with other 
students andto see and connect with other teach
ers in a sharing of information," said Mariana 
J ones, speech and theater instructor at Lake Travis 
High School in Austin. 

Dave Bourell, director of the Calculator Ap
plications contest, said his favorite part about the 
conference is getting to meet the coaches from 
around the state some of which he said have 
become real friends. He also acknowledged the 
recruiting benefit of the conferences. 

SuperConferences 
Sept. 20 

The University of 
North Texas (Denton) 

Sept. 2 7 
Texas Tech University 

(Lubbock) 

Oct. 1 8 
The University of 

Texas (Austin) 

Nov. 1 
Sam Houston State 

University (Huntsville) 

"(The SuperConferences) help to 'advertise' ex
tracurricular activities for recruiting new students 
and give advanced coaches a chance to talk 'face-to-
face' with directors," Bourell said. 

Chris Edmondson-Yurkanan, co-director of the 
Computer Science contest, said the conferences give 
students and instructors a chance to find out what's 
new in the contest. 

"Newcomers get a sense of why the questions are 
important, and instructors can tell us their reactions 
to the contest last year," she said. "(It's a chance) to 
explore something new in computer science. " 

Basic information 
Tentative programs will be mailed to schools in 

each site's respective region approximately one month 
prior to each conference. Information is available on 
the UIL's web page. Final programs will be available 
on-site. 

Best of all, there is no charge for the 
SuperConference and no pre-registration is required. 
At each conference, teachers will have access to a 
hospitality room and local groups will provide food 

service for students. 
UIL Assistant Academic Director Jana 

Riggins said, "SuperConferences are free to 
provide orientation to all of the UIL academic 
events. Students and sponsors benefit from 
talking with UIL staff members and successful 

coaches from throughout the state who share 
strategies for excelling in the competition areas." 

Edmondson-Yurkanan said it's a chance to 
"help teachers teach the subject better." 

Exposure to higher ed 
Each of the Student Activites Conferences 

is held at a major university around the state 
including Texas Tech, The University of Texas 
at Austin, Sam Houston State University and 
The University of North Texas. This, according 
to Riggins, allows students to gain positive expo
sure to the college atmosphere. 

"Sometimes," she said, "this has influenced a 
student to pursue higher education at the host 
university. For some students, this is their first 
visit to a college campus." 

This exposure to the college environment, 
together with the educational content and team-
building opportunities make the conferences 
worth attending. 

"Because the SuperConferences are held early 
in the school year, they are a great motivational 
tool to get students excited and focused, as well as 
to assist novice and experienced coaches in orga
nizing their practice sessions," Riggins said. 

Further, Jones said, "SuperConferences give 
you a head start, a kick start; they're like a pep 
rally for the year. You can't put a price tag on it." 

UIL hires academic assistants 
To replace staff members who have moved on to 

other professional opportunities, the UIL has hired 
two assistants with academic experiences ranging 
from speech/debate to elementary competitions. 

In a letter to members of the Academic Commit
tee, Academic Director Bobby Hawthorne wrote, 

"You will be quite impressed with their history of 
success, not only in UIL activities but in every 

phase of their educational and professional 
ives. Both of these individuals are excep

tional educators." 
Jana Riggins received her Mas

ter of Arts in Oral Interpretation 
from Baylor University where she 
also did her graduate work. Prior to 

coming to the UIL, she taught speech 
at Kaufman High School for 14 years and had 

/ been an adjunct professor of speech at Trinity 
Valley Community College. She also taught 

RISE AND SHINE 
Sophomore Dustin Hanson, a trumpet player with the John 
B. Connally High School band (Pflugerville ISD), plays part 
of the group's contest drill during practice which begins 
each day at 7 a.m. Photo by Bradley Wilson. 

speech at R.L. Turner High School (Carrollton) 
and Connally Junior High School (Waco). 

Riggins said coming to the UIL was another 
challenge. 

"It was just a natural extension of the work 
that I've been doing with UIL for many years 
now," Riggins said. "I'd spent a long time in the 
classroom, coaching successfully, teaching on the 
college level, (but) I'm the kind of person who 
always wants to be challenged." 

Bradley Wilson just completed his Masters of 
Public Administration degree at Syracuse Uni
versity and completed his undergraduate work in 
biology (BA) and journalism (BJ) from The Uni
versity of Texas at Austin. He taught journalism 
and advised student publications at Irving High 
School and Wimberley Secondary School and 
worked as a marketing manager at Taylor Publish
ing in Dallas. 

"All of my professional life in one form or 
another has been in education," Wilson said. 
"The League is full of great people with an admi
rable mission. I want to be a part of that." 



2 News UIL Leaguer 
September 1997 

UfL 
(ISSN 0897-4314) 

EDITOR 
Dr. Bill Farney 

UIL Director 

MANAGING EDITOR 
Bradley Wilson 

Assistant Academic 
Director 

ADMINISTRATIVE 
STAFF 

Dr. William D. 
Farney, director; 

Dr. Charles 
Brelthaupt, director of 

athletics; 

Vicki Bryant, project 
coordinator; 

Diana Cardona, 
spring meet materials 

director; 

Peter Contreras, 
assistant to the athletic 

director; 

Mark Cousins, 
foreign exchange 

waivers; 

C. R. Daniel, 
compliance officer; 

Sandra Deel, 

financial officer; 

Cynthia Doyle, 
associate athletic 

director; 

Richard Floyd, 
director of music 

activities; 

Sam Harper, waiver 
officer; 

Bobby Hawthorne, 
director of academics; 

Rachel Seewald 
Hendrex, director of 

public information; 

Lynn Murray, one-act 
drama director; 

Bonnie Northcutt, 
director of policy; 

Jana Rigglns, 
assistant academic 

director; 

Rex Spain, assistant 
athletic director; 

Bradley Wilson, 
assistant academic 

director. 

UIL competition 
'one of most 
treasured 
experiences' 
By Sarah L. Evans 

1997 graduate, Hooks High School 

I am a senior at Hooks High School, a 3 A school 
in Hooks, TX. I had the fortune of competing this 
year in the State Headline Meet, and it was an honor 
1 will not forget. 

I have been involved in UIL competition for 
many years, and it has helped me more than you could 
imagine and has been one of the most treasured 
experiences of my entire education. I began with 
Ready Writing and Number Sense in elementary, 
which began teaching me not only academic skills 
but also dedication, sportsmanship and the feeling of 
accomplishment. 

In fifth and sixth grades, I competed in Music 
Memory, which gave me a profound appreciation for 
music and the arts in general. To this day I can name 
the titles and composers of all my Music Memory 
selections, as well as many classical compositions I 
have picked up since then with little effort. Of course, 
I do get funny looks from my less cultured friends 
when I point out that the guitar solo in their heavy 
metal music sounds very similar to the countermelody 
of Beethoven's 5th symphony, only in a minor key. 

After that, I began to compete in Ready Writing 
again and discovered a 

"UIL has 
influenced every 
aspect of my high 
school life..." 

great passion for the writ
ten word, which was en
hanced further when I 
continued Ready Writ
ing and later Literary 
Criticism throughout 
high school. I soon added 
three journalism contests, One-Act Play and musical 
competitions, and it got better and better. 

UIL has influenced every aspect of my high 
school life, from my academic performance to the 
friends I've made to deciding what to major in when 
I start college next year (English and mass media). I 
even learned that it's okay not to be an athlete, which 
is not an easy lesson around here. 

All this rambling does have a point, which is 
simply 'Thank You." You along with everyone else 
who makes these competitions possible have given 
me and countless students like me a wonderful gift, 
which will follow us throughout the rest of our lives. 
I just want you to know that we appreciate you and all 
of your hard work is certainly worthwhile. 

I t is opportunity that counts' 
Public institutions give students a chance 

Bil l F a r n e y 
Director 

new year begins 
with all schools 

s-full of hope, 
fresh ambitions and lofty 
goals. It is an exciting 
time for students as they 
return to their occupa
tion of preparing their 
minds, and learning new 
concepts and experi
ences. Teachers struggle 
with lesson plans, books 
and details as they train 
their voices once more for the exacting tasks before 
them. All of us are reminded in the early weeks of a 
new academic year of the tremendous contribution 
teachers give to society. They do more than teach a 
class. They guide students through discipline and 
introspection to seek what is best and brightest in 
each child. Lessons learned in school become guide-
posts for adult life. Foundations are laid for later 
success, including good citizenship and a positive 
regard for other people. 

Public education takes a beating in national 
press. Columns of criticism abound about the short
comings of public schools. Negative forums denounce 
low test scores, violence, low achievement, lack of 
funds, and general failings of the system. Private 
schools and home school advocates extol their own 
virtues. Many people are left with the idea that the 
only answer to quality education lies outside public 
schools. Those parents who cannot afford alterna
tives to public education often gain the impression 
that their children are neglected and short changed 
by their inevitable attendance at a local public school. 

I cite no national statistics — no research to 
prove my points — but will explain why public 
schools are and will remain the backbone of American 
society. 

We are a diverse people. No longer are we the 
cluster of tight-knit communities where one group or 
one family dictates business and social standards. We 
are becoming instead a society that intermingles 
many philosophies, religions, ethnic traditions and 
values. 

While family values and codes for living are 
imprinted during childhood years, there is an ever 
increasing awareness that all education must prepare 

. students for change and meeting the demands of a 
complex future. Public schools are geared to meet 
these challenges because the local communities must 
adhere to state standards. State standards are influ
enced by the legislature. The state legislators are 
elected by the people, who represent multiple back
grounds and ideas. 

Growing up today is more difficult than ever 

before. The mistakes of another generation did not 
lead to some of the severe consequences faced by the 
mistakes of today's teenagers. Crime, violence and 
mayhem abound on our streets. People tend to ste
reotype other ethnic groups and socio-economic 
populations. It is through public schools where di
vergent groups converge that each distinct ethnic 
group sees the merit of individuals and looks beyond 
traditional views to a more realistic awareness. Color 
of skin is not an accurate indicator of worth, style, 
merit or achievement. It is in the public school 
domain that opportunity permits accomplishment 
for all. It is here that new world values of accomplish
ment are more important than potential or wealth of 
family. 

Through school activities a phenomenal meta
morphosis occurs. For a moment in time all advan
tages and limitations are dissolved. The youngster 
cannot use societal position to run faster, recite a 
speech or play a musical instrument better. The rich 
father and the father on food stamps cannot help or 
hurt. It is up to the cunning, resolve, preparation and 
determination of the competitor to perform. And 
they do—both advantaged and disadvantaged. They 
succeed and develop an appreciation, a sense of self 
worth that becomes a source of motivation for the 
future. Most importantly, they evolve an understand
ing of the worth of others. 

Roy Bedichek, former director of the University 
Interscholastic League, affirmed "the cementing of 
society in the public school, a weakening of class 
distinctions, an interweaving of multitudinous per
sonal friendships across social barriers...and toler
ance for religious and racial differences." In Educa
tional Competition, he acknowledged the place for 
non-public education but extolled the virtues and 
benefits of mass education. 

Primarily — and most important — Bedichek 
praised the function of interschool competition where 
there is no "easyism." Good competition demands 
the best effort. The strife teaches that though we are 
all created equal, we, in fact, are not equal in perfor
mance. There is a nobleness in public education that 
does teach us that failure is never fatal and success is 
never final. It is opportunity that counts — the 
chance to fail and the chance to try again. If it were 
not for public secondary institutions, the majority of 
students would not get the chance. It is through 
public education that students can pass through a 
process to an educated class and take themselves and 
their children through hard work and achievement 
to the better side of the tracks. Our sincere applause 
to those teachers, administrators and public schools 
who serve as dream makers and builders of a brighter 
tomorrow. 
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STATE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
Chairman: Mr. Larry Butler, 

Stephenville ISD; Ms. Sydna 
Gordon, Garland; Mr. Kenneth Judy, 
Supt., Crawford ISD; Dr. Teresa L. 
Long, Austin; Mr. Lloyd Choice, 
Principal, Yates HS, Houston; Mr. 
Greg Sherwood, athletic director, 
Lubbock ISD; Mr. George Vaults, 
Bryan; Supt. A. Ronald Tidwell, 
Cushing ISD; Charles Zepeda, 
Odem-Edroy ISD. 

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
Chair: Bill Mayfield, Happy ISD; 

1st Vice chair, Richard Cohagen, 
Gunter ISD. 2nd Vice Chair: David 
Montgomery, Waxahachie ISD. 

54-Clayton Downing, Lewisville 
ISD; James Terry, Mesquite ISD; 
Wayne Schaper, Spring Branch 
ISD; Pete Anthony, San Felipe-Del 
Rio ISD. 

4A — Paul Whitton, Frenship 
(Wofford) ISD; David Montgom
ery, Waxahachie ISD; Don 
Hendrix, Crosby ISD; Byron 
Steele, Jr., Schertz-Cibolo-Univer-
sal City ISD; 

3A — Robert Ryan, Seminole 
ISD; Justin Wakefield, Frisco ISD; 
Dean Andrews, Mexia ISD; Newell 
Woolls, Hondo ISD. 

2A — Don Gibson, Wall ISD; 
Richard Cohagen, Gunter ISD; 
Leland Edge, Alto ISD; Charles 

Butcher, Boling ISD. 
A—Bill R. Mayfield, Happy 

ISD; Randy Savage, Gordon 
ISD; Dan Jones, Trenton ISD; 
William Stidham, Bartlett ISD. 

At large members: Jill 
Shugart, Garland ISD; Charles 
Herbert, Houston ISD District 
10; Inocente Quintanilla, 
Socorro ISD; Graciela Ramirez, 
Laredo ISD. 

Also, Pearl Trimble, Ama-
rillo ISD, Robert Payton, Dallas 
Skyline; Elizabeth Treadway, 
Ore City ISD; Dolores Munoz, 
San Antonio Edgewood ISD. 



UlL Leaguer 
September 1997 News • 3 
High School 
Activities Week 
Oct. 19-25 

The 18th national recognition of interscholastic 
activity programs will be celebrated October 19-25 
during National High School Activities Week. 

This year's celebration is highlighted by the 
announcement of the Citizenship Through Sports 
and Fine Arts curriculum materials which became 
available in August. Once again, information about 
services and programs of the National Federation of 
State High School Associations (NFHS) may be 
accessed through the newly-designed and renovated 
Web Page. By linking to the Internet via 
www.nfshsa.org, participants can obtain general in
formation on the NFHS and its programs. 

"National High School Activities Week has 
traditionally been set aside by high schools to in
crease the public's awareness of the values and needs 
of interscholastic activity programs," noted Robert F. 
Kanaby, executive director of the NFHS. 

"The citizenship curriculum materials will pro
vide coaches with proven examples of teachable 
moments that occur routinely in practices, competi
tion and throughout the season, but also offer tech
niques for incorporating citizenship values in more 
subtle opportunities," Kanaby added. 

Since 1980, the public and private high schools 
across the nation have used this week to promote the 
values inherent in athletics, speech, music, drama, 
band and spirit squads. 

"During this 1997 week-long celebration, let's 
focus on the citizenship characteristics which are 
essential and necessary in interscholastic sports and 
activities and in the education of participants," 
Kanaby said. "The success of our programs lies in the 
de'livery of teachable moments, leading to respect for 
self and respect for others. We have the opportunities 
to nurture positive values, perspective, sportsman
ship, teamwork, healthy lifestyles and giving back to 
the community as essential components of our pro
grams." 

The specific days for this year's Activities Week 
celebration include the following. 
National Be A Sport Day, Sunday, Oct. 19 - A 

day to encourage awareness and discussion about 
the importance of sportsmanship, ethics and in
tegrity to the conduct of interscholastic programs. 

National Fine Arts Activities Day, Monday, 
Oct .20-A time to focus on the students, coaches 
and sponsors involved in fine arts programs. 

National Officials Day, Tuesday, Oct. 21 - A 
time to salute the approximately 500,000 indi
viduals who serve as contest officials and judges. 

National Youth Health Awareness Day, 
Wednesday, Oct. 22 - A time to promote educa
tion and prevention efforts that encourage healthy 
lifestyles. 

National Coaches Day, Thursday, October 23-A 
time to recognize the contributions of high school 
coaches. 

National Fan Appreciation Day, Friday, Oct. 
24- A time to thank the spectators who support 
activity programs throughout the year. 

National Community Service/Participation 
Day, Saturday, Oct. 25 - A time to give back to 
your community and show your appreciation for 
their support of your programs. This day can also 
be used to promote fund-raising efforts that sup
port interscholastic programs. 

Donations to TILF increase; 
students benefit from monies 
Southwestern Bell 
funds award 
to honor sponsors 

Southwestern Bell will sponsor the UIL-
Denius Award, an award presented to 10 out
standing sponsors of UIL scholastic competition 
created to identify and recognize outstanding spon
sors who assist students in developing and refining 
their extracurricular talents. 

Each award winner will receive a cash award 
of $1,000, provided by Southwestern Bell, in 
addition to a certificate and symbolic memento. 

UIL-Southwestern Bell Sponsor Excellence 
Award nomination forms were sent to schools in 
August. Nominations are made by peers or mem
bers of the community in one of three categories: 
academic contest sponsors, athletic coaches, and 
music and one-act play directors. Principals are 
encouraged to consider staff members from each 
category. The nominees must have sponsored 
high school UlL activities for no less than five 
years. In addition, only one nominee from each 
high school may be submitted. Nomination forms 
must be postmarked no later than October 1. 

In addition to the Sponsor Excellence Award, 
Southwestern Bell has committed to sponsoring 
all UIL academic and music events for the 1997-
98 school year. -L 

Houston Endowment 
approves $600,000; 
Brown gives $100,000 

The Houston Endowment Inc. recently noti
fied the Texas Interscholastic League Foundation 
Director, Dr. Bailey Marshall that its board had 
approved an endowment of $600,000 to the TILF, 
making it the largest endowment contributor to 
the TILF endowment fund. 

"This adds to their record of being one of the 
first contributors to the annual scholarship pro
gram for UIL academic students," TILF secretary 
Dr. Bailey Marshall said. "Since 1960, they have 
contributed $766,500 for scholarships for TILF 
students." 

The TILF also announced that the Brown 
Foundation has increased its endowment fund by 
$100,000 to $116,000. 

"These two grants with other small contribu
tions increase our endowment fund by more than 
$700,000 toward our goal of a $1 million increase 
in endowment funds by the year 2000," Marshall 
said. 

Prior to these grants, TILF endowed funds 
totalled $2.4 million. 

"Each year, many deserving students — stu
dents who competed for two or three times at 
state, scored high on their entrance exams and led 
their classes in a variety of ways — do not receive 
funds," the former UIL director added. "It is our 
goal to see that every student who qualifies for one 
of these scholarships receives some type of finan
cial assistance. 

New TILF Scholarships 
Applicants by conf. 

1A.... 
2A.... 
3A.... 
4A.... 
5A.... 
Total 

.122 

.124 

.139 

.110 

.105 
600 

TILF increases 
awards given 

The Texas Interscholastic League Founda
tion announced that 312 students were selected 
from 600 applicants to receive new TILF scholar
ships. There were 215 scholarships renewed for a 
total of 527 scholarships valued at more than 
$752,000. This is an increase of over $50,000 from 
last year and is one of the largest number of 
scholarships ever given in money and numbers. 

"How do they continue to get better?" is the 
phrase that best fits this year's applicants for 
Texas Interscholastic 
League Foundation 
scholarships. The TILF 
Executive Director, Dr. 
Bailey Marshall said, 
"This group of applicants 
were the strongest we 
have ever had. It seems 
they score higher and 
higher on their entrance 
exams each year. We had 
a record three applicants who had a perfect 1600 
on the SAT. Our board asked the staff why they 
have higher test scores, and we have no answers. 
Unfortunately we did not have enough scholar
ships to give to everyone who applied. 1 feel every 
student who applied will be successful in college, 
and in their chosen profession." 

Of the students receiving scholarships 80 
percent had an SAT (or ACT equivalent) score 
above 1200. There were 28 recipients who scored 
1500 and above—remember 1600 is the maxi
mum on the SAT. Thirty-two percent of the 
recipients were valedictorians and 67 percent 
ranked in the top five of their class. 

To qualify to apply for the TILF scholarships 
these students participated at the state level in the 
UIL academic program during their four years in 
high school. Many of students participated in the 
state meet in more than one activity and a number 
of them participated in the academic state meet 
more than one year. 

"Our scholarship recipients continue to suc
ceed in college better than students with similar 
test scores and rank in class," Marshall said. "This 
agrees with research that indicates that students 
who participate in extra curricular activities have 
a higher success rate in college. I know of no other 
scholarship board that has selected students that 
have done as well as the TILF recipients. For more 
than ten years the college GPA's for the TILF 
scholarship students have been outstanding." 

The past years' GPA's included 24 percent 
with a 4.0, 54 percent above 3.5, and 77 percent 
above 3.0. That is almost identical to the average 
for the past five years, being a little stronger on the 
4.0's. 

Currently the TILF endowed account's value 
is over $3 million. Last year the annual scholar
ship funds exceeded $500,000. The TILF board is 
continually working to acquire more money for 
the endowed funds and for the annual scholar
ships. The goal established in the summer of 1996 
was to reach $3.4 million in the endowed fund by 
the year 2000. 

Recipients by conf. 
1A 59 
2A 72 
3A :65 
4A 58 
5A 58 

Total ...312 

Persons interested 
in contributing to 
the Texas 
Interscholastic 
League 
Foundation 
scholarship 
program may 
contact the TILF 
at 512/471-
5883. 

"You can't beat it 
if you want to 
help kids." 
Dr. Bailey 
Marshall 
TILF Executive Director 

http://www.nfshsa.org
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New talent added to academics staff 
Notes 

The League has 
no residence rule 
for academics. 
Students must be 
full-time students 
who are in regular 
attendance but 
their parents or 
guardians need 
not reside in the 
same attendance 
zone. Students 
need only be in 
regular attendance 
at their respective 
school. 

The League has 
no rules regarding 
part-time coaches 
for academics. An 
academic coach 
need not be an 
employee of the 
school, although it 
is certainly 
encouraged. 
The League has 
no amateur rule 
for academics. 
The awards rule 
does apply but ' 
only for activities 
that count toward 
UIL district 
standing. Thus, a 
student may win a 
Buick in a local 
essay-writing 
competition and 
retain eligibility for 
UIL ready writing 
and all other 
League contests. 
The 10-hour rules 
applies to aca
demics as does 
no-pass, no-play. 

Bobby Hawthorne 
Academic Director 

It is a testament to 
my skills as UIL aca
demic director that I 

am beginning this year 
with two new employees. 
As you might have heard, 
speech and debate direc
tor Treva Dayton has ac
cepted a job as an assis
tant commissioner with 
the National Federation 
of State High School 
Associations in Kansas 
City, and Pat Wisdom is creating a UIL-type aca
demic program for private schools. 

The big question remains: what took them so 
long to wise up? 

I'm not sure, but the bottom line is that I'll miss 
them both. They represented collectively six or seven 
decades — depending on whom you ask and whether 
birth certificates are available — of involvement in 
school activities. Their institutional knowledge of 
the UIL program is irreplaceable. 

And each tolerated me in their own way, al
though Treva was generally a lot louder. She was 
never shy about anything, least of all telling me what 
she thought about something I had said or done. This 
included comments made in staff meetings, quips in 
the Leaguer, decisions I made regarding district meet 
problems and dancing on a table one night many 

years ago in Huntsville after arguing with her for an 
hour or so about the merits of writing versus public 
speaking. 

I never won a single argument. And hers was the 
one opinion I sought in virtually every major decision 
made in the last two years. 

I remain fully convinced that if she had the 
power, Treva Dayton could solve most of the prob
lems of the world. 

Pat is one of the most gracious and elegant 
people I've known. Her sincerity and deep devotion 
to students remains an inspiration. Every decision 
she made was in the best interests of young people. 

I would be despondent over their loss were it not 
"for the fact that we've been able to attract to the 
League two of the most outstanding educators in 
Texas: Jana Riggins and Bradley Wilson. 

During the job search for Treva's replacement, 
the one person whose name appeared at the top of 
everyone's list was Jana Riggins. During the final 
interview, we met five or six of the most impressive 
speech communication educators in the nation, and 
yet the selection was a relatively easy one, despite the 
fact that her blood runs Baylor green with a hint of 
Aggie maroon. A person can't be perfect, and I think 
that now she's in Austin, we can help accept the true 
path and become a Longhorn. 

Fortunately, we did not have such a difficult 
decision with Mr. Wilson. Born and raised in Austin, 
a graduate of Westlake High School, the boy's DNA i 

spells out the word "BEVO." He has two degrees from 
UT — one in journalism and one in biology — and 
his masters from Syracuse University. I've known 
Bradley since he was a freshman in high school, and 
he hasn't changed a bit. Although he looks like a kid, 
he is one of the most creative, hardest-working, 
success-oriented, people-people I've known. 

The down side on all of this is that Lynn Murray 
and I are still around. We promise to rise to the new 
level of expectation. 

Now, a few random comments and notes: 
• Three of the four 1997 Conference A journal

ism state champions came from District 1: Justin 
Bingham of Nazareth (news), Rachel Embry of Farwell 
(editorials) andjanda Adcock of Claude (headlines). 

• Eric Steinhausen of Friendswood became the 
first three-time state Current Issues and Events cham
pion. Steinhausen, now a freshman chemical engi
neering major at the University of Pittsburgh, led 
Friendswood to three consecutive state titles. As a 
sophomore, he correctly answered 40 of 40 objectives 
and scored a 10 on the essay — the only perfect score 
ever. His coach was Mary Rinehart. 

• An error was made in the calculation of liter
ary criticism state team winners. The correct results 
are: second place — Salado (Kristin Cawthon, Julie 
Gamble, Laura Schatte); third place — (tie) Buffalo 
(JenniferGomez, Melanie Hoepken, Nevin Jacksonn) 
and Hale Center (Jared Horsford, Wes Horsford, 
Megan Lowry). 

Committee rejects, tables team proposals 
Math competitions allowed to advance only one team to state 

A Texas Math/Science Coaches Association 
proposal that would have allowed two Calculator 
Applications, Mathematics, Number Sense and Sci
ence teams to advance from region to state was 
rejected by the UIL Standing Committee on Aca
demics. Another proposal to add team points for 
journalism was tabled for further study. 

These actions highlighted the committee's de
liberations, held June 11 in Austin. Its recommenda
tions now go to the full council, which meets Oct. 19-
20 in Austin. 

The request to advance two teams from region to 
state has been offered several times in the past few 
years but rejected for a variety of reasons (see sidebar 
by David Trussell). Academic Director Bobby 
Hawthorne said the staff would not consider a pro
posal that did not include advancing second place 
teams in all team events. 

"The problem will be securing classrooms for all 
team events," he said. "If large classrooms are not 
available, we'd be forced to conduct Conferences A 
through 3A in one room and 4A and 5A in another. 
It would be a major change from current practice, but 
just because we've always done it one way doesn't 
mean we can't do it another." 

The'proposal would also impact judging and 
would greatly increase the pool of qualified appli
cants for TILF scholarships. 

Elsewhere, the Texas Association of Journalism 
Educators proposed that team points be awarded in 
journalism. "Since journalism is an integral part of 
any UIL contest and is, in fact, an integral part of 
teaching written communication, those students who 
have spent their high school careers learning written 
communication should be rewarded the same as stu
dents in other contests." 

The proposal does not include advancing a jour
nalism team tp the next, higher ri^et. , , i , 

Two teams at State not feasible 
By David Trussell 
UIL Writer 

Each May, students compete in 20 separate 
contests at the Academic State Meet. Nine of 
those 20 contests have a team component. In all 
20 contests, the top three individual contestants 
at region advance to state. In the nine contests 
with a team component, the first-place team also 
advances. In October of 1996, representatives of 
the Texas Math and Science Coaches Association 
asked the Academic Committee of the Legislative 
Council to consider a proposal to advance both 
the first- and second-place teams from region to 
state. The committee asked the UIL staff to study 
this issue and provide a report at the June 1997 
committee meeting. The consensus opinion of the 
academic staff is that advancing two teams from region 
to state is neither feasible nor desirable at this time. 

Practical concerns 
The first concern is a practical one. The 

University of Texas campus does have a large 
number of classrooms, but the majority of those 
classrooms do not meet our needs for state con
tests. A classroom must meet several criteria in 
order to be suitable for use during State Meet. 
First, it must be large enough to accommodate the 
number of potential contestants in each contest, 
and it should be large enough that contestants can 
sit at least one seat apart. Contests with team 
components have a potential total of 120 contes
tants or more. Often at least one member of a first-
place team will also have placed first, second or 
third in individual competition, so the actual 
number of contestants is slightly smaller. Based on 
numbers from the past two state meets, the nine 
team contests average 100 contestants each, mean
ing these contests need classrooms that seat at 
least 200. Advancing a second team could add 
another 60 students in each contest, increasing 
the room capacity to 300. 

The size requirement significantly reduces 
continued on page 6 

In other major action, the committee: 
instructed the UIL staff to monitor a proposal 
asking for a more flexible time frame for schedul
ing of academic district meets, 
passed a proposal that would change the program
ming language used in the Computer Science 
contest from Pascal to C+ + beginning in 1998-99. 
approved in concept a proposal that would allow 
for certification of alternates in the top scorer 
component of the Science contest and instructed 
,tr̂ e staff to draft appropriate language for consid

eration during the October, 1997 meeting, 
approved a proposal that would change the junior 
high science contest to a Science I and Science II 
format instead of the present Earth Science and 
Life Science format. 
instructed the staff to monitor as an area of 
concern a proposal to add a penalty of possible 
disqualification if a coach or designee fails to 
notify regional or state contest directors that a 
qualified contestant will not compete at the next 
level of competition. 
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the number of available classrooms, but the number 
is further reduced by several other factors. Many 
contests, particularly the math/science area contests, 
require that contestants have tables, not small flip-up 
desks. Many of the large classrooms do not have 
tables, further limiting the number of available rooms. 
It is also important that the classrooms be in reason
able proximity to each other and that the classrooms 
are available during the necessary time periods. 

For the past several years, the majority of the 
team-component contests have been held in Welch 
Hall on the Saturday of State Meet. Welch is the only 
building on campus that has more than two audito
rium-size classrooms, as well several smaller class
rooms that can accommodate contest grading. How
ever, only two of the auditoriums in Welch would be 
large enough if second-place teams were added. Split
ting contests into two classrooms is not a practical 
option, since this would double the number of class
rooms needed, and the rooms would still have to seat 
at least 150. Also, using multiple rooms would create 
difficulties in administering the contests. 

Philosophical concerns 
The second concern is of a more philosophical 

nature. While the team component has had the 
positive effect of increasing participation, in some 
cases it does allow contestants to advance and receive 
medals based on mediocre scores. When one or two 
members of a team receive very high scores, often the 
other member(s) need only an average or low score 
for the team to place. All students who advance to 
state become eligible for TILF scholarships, regard
less o{ score. Students wKo compete in speech/de-
bate, journalism and other contests that do not have 
team components must do extremely well to place 
and to advance. Students in the team events already 
have an advantage in this respect, and this advantage 
would become even more pronounced if second-
place teams advanced. Not only would this change 
open the door for more students to advance with low 
scores, but it would also mean that anywhere from 
150 to 200 students would advance to state in each 
team contest, compared to only 60 in individual-only 
contests. 

Conclusion 
Support for advancing two teams is often based 

on two points: (1) that first and second-place team 
scores at region are often close; and (2) that often the 
second-place team from one region will be stronger 
than the first-place team for another. Both of these 
are valid points, however, scores can be close in any 
aspect of any contest. In many cases, the top six 
individual scores in a given contest are extremely 
close, but only the top three advance. A line must be 
drawn somewhere. And the issue of stronger vs. 
weaker regions is simply a function of a system of 
advancement that is based on geography. It is likely 
that the fourth-place Lincoln-Douglas debater or 
editorial writer from a given region will be stronger 
than the second or third-place contestant from an
other region. Students are competing only against 
others from their own region to decide who comes to 
state. 

Several rule changes have increased the oppor
tunities for participation and for advancement in 
recent years, including changes this past year that 
added an individual component to the Computer 
Science contest and allowed for a fourth participant 
in team contests at district. Advancing additional 
teams to State Meet, however, is not a change that 
makes sense at this time. 

Pascal remains contest language 
By Charles Schwobel 
Computer Science Director 

Pascal! 
Pascal is the language for the Computer Science 

Contest for the 1997-1998 school year. Pascal will be 
used for the spring 1998 UIL contests. I have heard 
many reports of rumors about changing the language, 
but this will not occur until the following year. 

This October, the Academic Committee will 
propose to the full Legislative Council to adopt C++ 
as the contest language for the following year, 1998-
1999. This will coincide with a similar change in the 
Advanced Placement exams scheduled for next year. 

Contest directors 
Our hats are off to John Werth, professor of 

computer science at UT-Austin for his assistance and 
guidance in developing the programming event since 
its inception seven years ago. We wish him well in his 
retirement to pursue other interests. 

Don Bagert, professor of computer science at 
Texas Tech University in Lubbock, will join the 
computer science team of directors. Don hosts the 
regional contest and has considerable experience in 
preparing teams for ACM contests at the national 
and international level. Another new contest direc
tor is Dianne Law, computet science faculty at UT-
Austin. She is the newest exam writer on the team. 
We are looking forward to working with them and 
welcome the expertise they bring to the contest. You 
can meet both of them as well as continuing directors 
at various SuperConferences this fall. 

Regional contests 
Spring 1997 marked the first time the regional 

sites hosted the programming session. After develop
ing the contest at the state level, the Legislative 
Council decided it was time to include the event at 
the regional level. It was a major undertaking to 
provide regions with instructions fot the contest 
directors, contest assistants and teams, and also the 
materials necessary for the teams. Contest directors 
received a contest direc
tors manual, the problem 
sets for the teams, disks 
with the judges' data files 
and scoring disks. In
structions were provided 
for the various assistant 
stations. Contest forms 
were sent for the teams 
to use, including instruc
tions, run envelopes, run 
sheets for judges re
sponses, problem clarifi
cation forms, system fault forms, and the wildly popu
lar accepted solution fotm. 

From all reports the contests were a huge success. 
State-wide, 160 teams participated in a hands-on 
event, whereas only 20 teams got this experience at 
state. Be sure to share your positive experiences with 
these hosts in the coming year. 

It was a monumental undertaking to develop the 
necessary materials and prepare them for 20 remote 
site programming contests that have never experi
enced this event before. Congratulations to my co-
contest directors for their willingness to offer advice 
and review, and especially to the region contest 
directots fot agreeing to be hosts. Laurie Werth is 
indispensable in seeing essential details and develop
ing guidelines. 

This October, the Academic 
Committee will propose to the full 
Legislative Council to adopt C++ as 
the contest language for next year. 
This will coincide with a similar 
change in the Advanced Placement 
exams. 

'Customer' focus key to success 

Bradley Wilson 
Assistant Academic Director 

obert Fulgham 
was right, "Wis-

i dom was not at 
the top of the graduate 
school mountain." Now, 
that's not to say that I 
didn't learn a lot while I 
was getting my masters 
degree in public admin
istration last year. I've 
never learned more in 
one year or had more fun 
with some of the greatest 
people. No where else 

would I have experienced 196 days of no sunshine 
and months of never-ending snow. 

But without suffering that, I would never have 
had the chance to reinforce my belief that quality 
customer service is critical to the success of any 
private business or public agency. 

Along with six other group members, we com
pleted a 120-page analysis of ways to enhance rev
enue at a county-owned park. We dealt with issues of 
privitization, user fees, cost-benefit analysis and, most 
importantly, customer benefit. We spent a great deal 
of time researching and discussing what the custom
ers would be willing to pay for the services they 
received. Of course, we discovered that customers 
would pay more for better-quality service. No duh. 

As we completed a three-week scenario imitate 
ing the various parts of the government system to
gether with private enterprise and the media, we 
found that private companies would move to states 
that served their corporate goals-. No surprise, cus

tomer service tops the list of required amenities. 
Now, that may seem obvious. Having come 

straight from the private sector where a plethora of 
Total Quality Management programs consume many 
customer service representatives every waking mo
ment, I know it's not. 

Take for example, the phone company that took 
almost two weeks to turn on my phone after telling 
me it would be a day or two. 

Take for example my car dealership that never 
repaired an item on my car after the car had been in 
the shop for three days. "We're sorry, sir," the repre
sentative told me. "The only person who can install 
that part only works nights. It's a management issue." 
You're right it's a management issue. After two nights 
in the shop, I got my car out. A week later (after I 
mailed a letter to the dealership), the customer liai
son officer calls. "We really want your business back. 
Bring your car back in and we'll put it on manage
ment priority." Do things right the first time. 

Then there's the furniture dealer that, after a 
two-day delay in delivering my bookshelves said, 
"We're sorry for the delay. If we had known it was you 
(I was a frequent customer.), we would have been 
here sooner." Everyone should get the same, high-
quality service they gave me the first time in the stote. 

As I begin a new career with the UIL, I still retain 
a customer focus that got me in trouble other places 
I've worked or researched where the company or 
agency implemented systems merely to make their 
life easier, not to improve their service to the cus
tomer. At the UIL, our customers are the students, 
first, then the instructors, coaches, parents and ad
ministrators. Don't let us forget that: 

Rock the vote 
Make certain some
one from academics 
attends the district 
spring meet planning 
meeting this fall. It is 
at this meeting that 
dates for the district 
academic meet will 
be held. This year, 
meets may be held 
the week of March 
23-28 and March 30-
April 4. You don't 
want the academic 
spring meet during 
your spring break. 
Your vote counts. 
Cast it. 

Invitationals 
The Leaguer pub
lishes invitational 
meet information. 
Please end up the 
details and we'll run 
it in each Leaguer. 
Include site, date, 
contests, contact 
person, and phone 
numbers. Phone, fax 
or e-mail the informa
tion to Nelly Valadez, 
UIL 
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Accounting open to all high schoolers 
By LaVerne Funderburk 
UIL Accounting Contest Director 

An accountant opens the general ledger with an 
accurate, complete, and balanced opening entry. 
Accounting coaches should use the same approach at 
the beginning of each school year. 
• Find out the new rules. What concepts will be 

covered in the exams? What equipment and ma
terials are allowed in the testing room? Be an 
informed coach and plan ahead. 

• Review the Constitution & Contest Rules, Section 
920, (b) and (h) for a rule change (eligibility) and 
a rule clarification (calculators) in effect for the 
97-98 school year. These and other items are 
summarized below. 

Eligibility 
Eligibility rule: "The contest is open to students 

in Grades 9-12 eligible under Subchapter M of the 
Constitution." This change opens the contest to 
anyone (see Subchapter M)...no tie to enrollment...no 
restrictions on courses taken at the high school level. 
Students will have the opportunity to compete more 

Accounting Contest 
Rule Changes 

EFFECTIVE FOR 9 7 - 9 8 
the contest is open to students in grades 9-12 
eligible under Subchapter M of the Ull Constitution 
and Contest Rules. The new rule removes first-year 
and one-year participation restrictions, opening the 
Accounting Contest to all students in grades 9-12. 

CHANGES FROM 9 6 - 9 7 
* At the district level, a school may enter as many 

as four contestants. The top three individual 
scores become the school's team score. 

• Contestants may NOT use programmable calcu
lators. 

* To allow for the unbiased examination of the test 
materials, the announcement of unofficial re
sults shall not be made either orally or in written 
form during the verification period. 

• At the State Meet, medals will be awarded to 
individuals who place first through sixth places. 
(In the past, medals were given only through third 
place.) As In the past, medals will be awarded to 
the top three teams. 

II 
than one year. Participation in the Accounting con
test is now in accord with all other UIL contests. 

Concepts list 
Concepts List: There is no change to the con

cepts list because the state-adopted list of textbooks 
for first-year accounting has not changed for the 97-
98 school year. No modifications are planned in the 
difficulty level of the exams for this year due to the 
eligibility rule change. If there is a drastic increase in 
the number of ties at the various levels of competition 
this year, the concepts covered and/or the difficulty 
level of exams will need to be addressed for next year. 

Calculators 
Approved Calculator List—the list is in the 

C<S?CR—the intent is to allow all "plain jane" calcu
lators and set boundaries for the higher-tech calcula
tors. Those calculators listed as approved (non-pro
grammable) are from the math and science contests. 
It is the responsibility of the coaches to ensure that 
their contestants use approved calculators. The con
test director shall have the authority to approve or 
disapprove any calculator. 

Current events rules enforced equally 
By Bobby Hawthorne 
Director of Academics 

No good deed goes unpunished. 
The academic staff has fully supported the idea 

of expanding district competition, but we've hit a 
brick wall each time we've proposed increasing the 
number of students qualifying from district to region. 

"We can't accommodate more students," the 
regional hosts have told us. "We have neither the 
classrooms, the staff nor the judges to handle more 
participants." 

So we compromised, and last spring the League 
allowed schools to enter four persons in each team 
event at the district meet level. The top three finish
ers would constitute the "team" and advance to the 

The brutal truth is this: the rules, 
stars and planets don't always align, 
and some kid, -through no fault of his 

own, suffers. Our task is to determine 
whether rules should be changed when 

we're confronted with these difficult 
situations — remembering, bad cases 
make bad laws — and inconsistencies 

within the academic program itself. 

regional level. 
It sounded so simple. 

It wasn't. 
In the Current Is

sues and Events contest, 
we devised a formula that 
would advance the stu
dents who receive the top 
three overall grades, as 
cited in 932 (a) (2) of the 
UIL's Constitution and 
Contest Rules. The deci
sion to advance the three 
overall scores rather than 
the three top scores in 
the objective portion of 

the contest was based on the proposition that stu
dents should be awarded for proficiency in the essay 
portion of the contest. And it was consistent with our 
stated goals of limiting the impact on regional meets. 

Then came district. One school placed first, 
second, third and fifth in the individual rankings, 
which are based on total of objective and essay 
portions of the contest. However, the third place 
individual had a lower objective score than the fifth 
place finisher. 

To further complicate the issue, the team ad
vanced on the strength of the fifth place member's 
points in the objective portion of the contest. With- a 

out her points, the team would not have advanced. 
As a member of the district championship team, 

she had every right to think that she would advance 
to region. Wrong. Only three students can advance 
to region — those three who had the highest overall 
scores. 

This is how the rule was written, and I was not 
authorized to arbitrarily decide which rules I want to 
follow and which I want to circumvent. 

After State Meet, I sought an interpretation of 
the intent of the rule. Thus, this year, Sec. 932 (a) (2) 
reads, "Of all contestants entered from a school, 
those who earn the top three overall scores in the 
objective portion of the conest at the district meet 
shall constitute the school's team to the regional 
meet and beyond." 

In another case last spring, this time at Sherman 
High School, two of the four-member CI&E team 
tied for the third team spot. The coach, Brad Baker, 
requested that both advance to region. 

Unfortunately, the rules at that time required 
that the tie be broken. The C&CR was specific: use 
the essay to break ties. Again, Section 932 (a) (1) 
stated, "Of all contestants entered from a school, 
those who earn the top three overall scores shall 
constitute the school's team." 

Had the students tied in both the objective and 
essay sections, the coach would have been forced to 
flip a coin or play eenie, meanie, miney, moe in order 
to determine who advanced and who stayed home. 
No provision existed for advancing four students to 
region — at least not in CI&E. 

Not surprisingly, no one was satisfied with this 
state of affairs. 

"My primary concern is the effect this situation 
had on my students," Baker wrote. "They feel they are 
paying the price for (a) lack of clarity rather than 
being given the benefit of the doubt. A rule that was 
meant to encourage my team, unfortunately, has had 
the opposite effect. I urge you to remember that this 
competition is for therjn and in an air of uncertainty 
they should not be the ones who pay the price." 

I could not have agreed more. However, the 
rules as stated were clear, and-1 could not make an 
exception in the case of Sherman while other.schools 

statewide were bound by the rules as stated. Several 
other schools had been forced to break ties in other 
team contests. 

Again, 1 requested and received an interpreta
tion of the C&CR rules. I proposed that in the event 
that a tie occurs for the third place on the winning 
team, the tie not be broken and that both contestants 
advance. 1 believe this is consistent with the intent of 
the original rules. This request was approved and Sec. 
932 (b) of the 1997-98 C<S?CR reflects this change. 

Of course, it's too late to benefit one of the 
students at Sherman High but that's the process. And 
it's a good one. Trust me, you do not want to operate 
within a system that caters to the squeeky wheel. It 
would be impossible to administer the spring meet 
program if exceptions are granted on a case-by-case 
basis. 

Many years ago, I remember cringing when I 
heard Bailey Marshall, then UIL director, tell a 
reporter something along the lines of "a few must 
suffer" while the rules catch up. Bailey was never 
known for his tact or delicacy with words, but he was 
respected for his honesty. 

The brutal truth is this: the rules, stars and 
planets don't always align, and some kid, through no 
fault of his own, suffers. Our task is to determine 
whether rules should be changed when we're con
fronted with these difficult situations and inconsis
tencies within the academic program itself. We try to 
remember also the lawyer's creed: bad cases make bad 
law. 

This fall, the Legislative Council will hear a 
proposal from the Academic Committee that would 
eliminate the tiebreaker in the team component of 
all contests except computer science. Why should 
both math teams involved in a tie advance while in 
CI&E, contest directors are forced to break ties? 

We're never going to iron out all of these prob
lems. I've been around long enough to know that 
when we push here, something bubbles up over there. 
Our goal is to make the rules as logical and reasonable 
as possible, and then to guarantee that everyone is 
reading from the same page on the day of the contest. 
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Tate recognized nationally 
The Dow Jones 

Newspaper Fund named 
Dow Tate, the journal
ism teacher at Hillcrest 
High School in Dallas, 
the national adviser of 
the year. Tate will receive 
the award at the annual 
convention of the Na
tional Scholastic Press 
Association and Journal
ism Education Associa
tion in St. Louis this No
vember. 

A parent , Ruth 
Miller Fitzgibbons, called 
him a "selfless steward" 
of his students. "It's my 
bet that even after four 
years of college, his stu
dents will encounter few 
teachers who will rival 
Mr. Tate in their memories." 

And his principal, Linda Isaacks, noted, "He is 
that rare teacher whom many students will remember 
as their best and favorite." 

Tate, who has taught at Hillcrest for nine years, 
has built at Hillcrest one of the nation's finest jour
nalism programs. The newspaper recently won a 
Gold Crown from CSPA and has consistently won 
the Gold Star from ILPC. In addition, his students 
dominated the 1996-97 ILPC individual achieve
ment awards competition, taking home a record 
seven Tops in Texas IAA medals in April. The 
newspaper was awarded second Best of Show and the 
yearbook third Best of Show at the NSPA/JEA con
vention in Chicago last fall. 

He was a UlL/Denius Award winner in 1994 and 
was Hillcrest Teacher of the Year in 1992. 

BORING 
Hillcrest High School's Dow Tate uses innovate teaching techniques to get 
his students interested in everything from interviewing techniques to 
photo editing. Photo by Jason Parker. 

In addition, Tate serves on a number of state and 
national boards and committees. He is president of 
the Dallas Chapter of the Society of Professional 
Journalists and is scholarship chairman for the Texas 
Association of Journalism Educators. 

Jennifer Dusenberry, a copy editor for the Hur
ricane, said, "Mr. Tate has high expectations and 
wants every staffer to live up to his or her potential. 
Reaching this level of excellence has been the most 
difficult challenge of my high school life." 

Chris Modrow, publications adviser at Lake 
Dallas, said Tate is the epitome of a great teacher. 
"He's teaching life lessons, not just book lessons. He's 
guiding and challenging kids to achieve excellence. 
He's teaching them to take responsibilities for their 
actions." 

Fall convention 
Oct 25-27 

The Texas Association of Journalism Educators 
annual convention will be Oct. 25-27 at the 
Camberley Gunter Hotel in San Antonio. The con
vention, which last year 
attracted almost 1,000 
advisers and students 
from across Texas, will 
feature more than 70 
sesssion and contests cov
ering every aspect of 
newspaper, yearbook, 
desktop publishing, lit
erary magazine and pho
tography. 

In addition, students 
will have a chance to 
meet professionals 
workingin all facets of 
modern journalism. 
While in San Antonio, 
delegates can visit River-
center Mall, Six Flags 
Fiesta Texas, Sea World, 
the Alamo and other his
torical sites. 

Early registration is 
$15 per person. Regis
tration after Oct. 1 is $20 
per person. Walk-in reg
istration is $25 per per
son. For more informa
tion, contact Pat 
Gathright at 210/650-
11543 or patg@tenet.edu 

The cutoff date for hotel registration is Sept. 24-
Each room is $110 plus tax. For rooms, call the 
Gunter at 210/227-3241 or 800/555-8000. 

Journalism notes 
The UiL has no amateur rule for academ
ics. Students may work for daily newspa
pers for pay and retain eligibility for all 
League academic contests — journalism 
included. 
This spring, journalism students will be 
allowed to bring their own computers to the 
district competition. District sites should 
still provide computers but those who wish 
to bring their own may do so. 
Also, students will be allowed to enter all 
four journalism contests. 
The TAJE has proposed to the Legislative 
Council that team points be awarded in 
journalism. The staff is studying the 
proposal. It would work like this: schools 
would receive points for each of its top six 
places in each contests. The school with 
the most overall points would be declared 
the "team journalism winner" and receive 
15 team points toward the meet overall 
academic championship. However, the 
school would not advance a "team." Only 
the top three students in each contest 
would advance. Your thoughts? 
Mary Puiliam of Duncanville has proposed 
that ILPC start an all-state honor program 
for student journalists. We 'II give it a look. 

For 20 years, It's been a great run' 
By Bobby Hawthorne 
Director of Journalism 

Twenty years ago, I came to the League as a way 
to get out of Tyler, where 1 worked as a reporter and 
editor for the local daily newspaper. I left because I 
was having too much fun, none of which involved 
reporting, editing or journalism in general. I joined 
the UIL on July 5, 1977 as an assistant to Dr. Max 
Haddick, the beloved director of journalism. 

My first task was producing the UIL scholarship 
foundation booklet, which entailed writing brief news 
stories on all 250 or so recipients. We didn't have 
desktop publishing back then so 1 pounded out the 
stories on a stencil that fed through an electric 
typewriter. Every time 1 made an error — every other 
word, it seemed — I had to roll the stencil out from 
the typewriter wheel, scrape the error off the master, 
and paint a waxy substance that was most likely 
uranium-based over the keystroke error. This took 
forever and had it not been for the fact that I moved 
into an apartment complex that came straight out of 
a Tennessee Williams fantasy, it would have been the 
worst summer of my life. 

I finished the booklet in mid-August, just in 
time to accept an even worse task. 1 was appointed 
the new managing editor of the Leaguer. For 50 years 
leading up to 1977, the Leaguer was possibly the worst 
newspaper in the Northern hemisphere. UT journal

ism professors actually held it in class and said, "Don't 
do this." And they were right. It was four pages, 17 by 
21 1/2-inches, brace layout, all-cap headlines, hot 
lead. Every photo was engraved and mounted on a 
block of wood. 

We kept this hideous format for two more years, 
then changed to a tabloid that was better but not 
good, though I remember being relatively proud of it 
until at a redesign seminar at the University of 
Oklahoma in 1980, design guru Dr. Mario Garcia 
savaged it. In his Ricky Ricardo accent, Mario hissed 
something along the lines of "What year are you 
living in?" The accent of Ricky Ricardo. The tact of 
Howard Stern. But he was right. The Leaguer still 
resembled something out of the Andy Griffith Show 
before Barney left for Mt. Pilot. • 

Fortunately at that time, desktop publishing 
appeared, and with the help of John Cutsinger and a 
few others, the Leaguer began a slow if spasmodic trek 
toward respectability. In the 20 years since I took 
over the Leaguer, I can admit the obvious: I never had 
a perfect issue. There were always misspelled words, 
missing words, sentences or paragraphs, headlines 
here that should have been there, fact errors, names 
where they shouldn't have been, names not where 
they should have been — you name it, I've done it. I 
could plead that the Leaguer was occasionally pasted-
up between games at the State Basketball Tourna
ment back when I was in charge of media relations or 

sandwiched between the ILPC convention and Aca
demic State Meet. But in the newspaper business, 
excuses don't fly. You screw up, you 'fess up. 

At the same time, the Leaguer has contained a 
few truly outstanding pieces of writing — a couple of 
which I contributed. A few stand out, at least in my 
memory— a column I wrote about the late Gloria 
Shields of Red Oak, two or three 1 wrote about 
censorship that stirred up the yahoos and the column 
I wrote about my experiences as a kickball coach. 

And through the years, we've published a few 
dozen breath-taking photographs of high school ac
tivities from UT students the likes of John Moore, 
Bob Malish, Joey Lin, Kirk Crippens, Morris Goen 
and Bradley Wilson, who with this issue becomes the 
new managing editor. 

I'm handing over the reins to Bradley with not 
one molecule of regret. It needs new direction and 
vitality not to mentioji in the opinion of one or two 
of you out there, a new nameplate. I'm cool with that. 
It's been a great run. In a sado-masochistic way, I'll 
miss the monthly stress test of building a jig-saw 
puzzle out of pieces that never fit and that show up 
three days after deadline and/or eight hours before 
the darn thing goes to press. 

Fittingly, after all of these years of coaxing, 
threatening and bullying others to submit their copy 
on time, I missed my first deadline. Sorry about that, 
Bradley. But get used to it. It's your baby now. 

mailto:patg@tenet.edu
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Rumors fill start of year 
One-act play rule changes regarding set design mare fact than fiction 

Lynn Murray 
Drama Director 

T he year has 
started with 
more than the 

usual bang and three 
major rumors. I have been 
out of the office for the 
past few weeks and the 
current phone load sug
gests that many of you 
know I'm back. Perhaps 
it is just that you're back. 
No, it wasn't all vaca
tion. My 95-year-old fa
ther passed away July 23 
in Texarkana, necessitating a week's absence. 1 want 
to thank those who shared in the celebration of 
Henry's life. The flood of messages and prayers of 
those who knew were greatly appreciated. His memo
rial was indeed a tribute to a long and productive life. 

I was back in the office just long enough to say 
good-bye for two more weeks. I drove to Charlotte, 
North Carolina for the national convention of the 
American Alliance for Theatre and Education. The 
trek there included stops in New Orleans, Jackson
ville and St. Augustine, FL, and Savannah, GA. The 
return trip was routed through Charleston, SC, Bir
mingham, AL, northern Louisiana, and back through 
Texarkana. So the rumor that I was "away on vaca
tion" is only partially true. A little over a week was 
actual vacation, and we saw much of the history and 
beauty of the southeastern US. 

Now it is time to get back to OAP. 

Perhaps we could close the 
discussion with an Albert 

EinsteinAsm: "Everything 
should be made as simple as 

possible, but not simpler." 

Rumor 2 
OAP enrollment in

formation is out and some 
cards are already being 
returned. The second ru
mor is some confusion 
over the OAP mailing 
because it was "stuffed" 
rather than collated, but 
the green enrollment 
card was stapled to the 
cover letter. Because the 

yellow UIL SuperConferences page that related to 
the cover letter was not stapled, some sponsors have 
been concerned that there will be ONLY theatre 
programs. Not so! All conferences will include the 
usual varieties of UIL academic activities. Plan to 
attend at the University of North Texas Sept. 20, 
Texas Tech Sept. 27, UT-Austin Oct. 18, or Sam 
Houston State Nov. 1. 

Rumor 3 
The third rumor is that of my pending retire

ment. To scotch that one, I do not plan to retire in the 
immediate future. It is true that my UIL assignment 
has been increased to three-quarter time, thereby 
reducing my commitment to the Department of The
atre and Dance at UT to one-quarter-time. In Sep
tember 19981 hope to be employed by UIL full-time. 
Those of you who have served two masters will 
understand. 1 will administer the Summer Theatre 
Workshop of the Department of Theatre and Dance 
during the first summer term of 1998 and thereafter so 
long as UT's administration wishes. UIL will allow 
this and it continues to be fun. I do not anticipate any 
other changes in the foreseeable future. 

One-act facts 
There are OAP facts that go beyond rumor. 

There are very few changes in OAP rules and admin
istration this year, but these changes are extremely 
important. The "Additions to the Basic Set" deadline 
in Section 1033 (c) (2) (E) has been moved to Dec. 6. 
21, 1997 for this contest year. For the time being the 
fee is still the same $10. Plays that are submitted for 
approval have the same deadline and "set" approval 
for those plays should be submitted at the same time. 7. 
There is little chance that the committee will have 
time to review a set request following a play approval 
unless it is very early this fall. The approval of plays 
or "scenes from" does not in any way imply approval 
of "additions to the basic set." Any such additions 
which might be construed as "without which an 
approved play cannot be produced" must be submit- 8. 
ted to the play appraisal committee at the same time 
as the request for play approval. Physical descriptions 
in a playscript do not necessarily justify "additions to 
the basic set." Those are often descriptions of the 
original designs for the play and are not necessarily 
scenic devices "without which the approved play 9. 
cannot be produced." 

Set rules 
The UIL Advisory Committee of the Texas 

Educational Theatre Association met June 6-7 in 
Austin and will meet again Sept. 5-6 in Dallas prior 
to the fall TETA Board meeting and annual conven
tion planning. The subject was a continuation of the 
January TETA discussion of OAP "set rule prob
lems," which was also the subject of my April Leaguer 
column. 

There was a great deal of heated discussion in 
January but little response to my column or to Rachel 
Mattox, Advisory Committee Chair, prior to the 
June meeting. Should I start again the discussion of a 
basic time limit of 50 minutes from setup to strike? 

After a full day of discussion I made the follow
ing proposal that would require integration into the 
current "set rule" in an attempt to reduce the need for 
many "set approvals." Note that this is a proposal and 
does not relate to this contest year! It has been 
approved only by the UIL Advisory Committee. 

The basic set at the contest site may include, and 
the contest manager shall not restrict the use of, 
items listed below, used by individual companies. 
1. The UIL-approved unit set provided by the host 

or participating schools, rented, borrowed or 
provided by the district. 

2. Standard stage door and window units; screen 
doors or other special doors suspended from 
standard single door frames. 

3. Lighting equipment and control, and an inter
communication system obtained as per#l above, 
shall be available to all if available to one. 

4. Two portable instruments for special lighting, 
mounted from the floor level or from any part of 
the unit set in a safe manner, not to exceed eight 
feet in height and to be operated under company 
control. 

5. Two, 8'x 10' unframed backdrops, scrims, or 
projection screens suspended on battens between 
unit set elements and to be used in separate 
locations. Soft-goods type trim elements may be 
used on or with unit set elements (as a substitute 
for all or part of the above), but not to exceed the 
square yardage described above. Such goods shall 
not cover more than 50 percent of any unit set 
element and shall not be used as downstage 

masking of unit set platforms. No piece of trim 
shall exceed 10 linear feet. No combination of 
the above unframed units or trim elements shall 
exceed 160 square feet and shall be provided by 
individual companies. 
Capitols on unit set pylons shall not extend 
more than one foot in any direction from the top 
of the pylon and shall be constructed of light
weight material that shall not damage the pylons. 
Six self-supporting trees, each not to exceed 
4'x 8', which are lightweight, portable, shift-
able, storable and transportable. Such trees may 
be suspended from unit set elements, but shall 
not cover more than 50 percent of each element 
(with the exception of unit set pylons), and shall 
be provided by individual companies. 
Twelve linear feet of fence or railing with sec
tions not to exceed 4'x 8', to be self-supported or 
used in conjunction with unit set elements. 
Such sections shall be lightweight, portable, 
shiftable, storable and transportable, and shall 
be provided and used by individual companies. 
Four lightweight gray plywood boxes, not to 
exceed one-foot square. 

Setup t ime changed 
The committee also approved a recommenda

tion to change the "setup" time to six minutes and 
"strike" time to four minutes, *n arv attempt to reduce 
"stuff" on the stage, including excessive use of furni
ture or property-type items. This may prompt you to 
respond. In theory the Advisory Committee was 
supposed to review their actions and send further 
suggestions to me by July 21.1 received none. 

On Aug. 18 I received a FAX from Michelle 
Howard, High School Interest Chair of TETA and a 
member of the committee. The FAX contained the 
following responses from an interest group meeting of 
12 directors participating in the TETA K-12 work
shop at SWTSU in San Marcos July 11-13: 
1. They approved of the proposed changes to the 

basic set. There was much rejoicing. 
2. None liked the proposed change to setup and 

strike time. They were concerned that this would 
jeopardize the students' safety. 

3. The majority felt that less time for setup/strike 
would not curtail the amount of scenery on 
stage. 

4. They agreed that some method of space restric
tion for the storage of scenery and properties 
would work if properly specified and imple
mented. 

5. They discussed the 50-minute time limit includ
ing setup/strike proposed at the TETA conven
tion; the response was generally negative. 

6. A proposal was made that the 10-minute setup 
be kept, but to include the strike time in the 40-
minute playing time. Time would be called when 
the performing company's props, scenery, cos
tumes etc. are cleared from the area defined by 
the contest manager. 

Perhaps we could close the "set discussion," and 
my column, with an Albert Einstein-ism: "Every
thing should be made as simple as possible, but not 
simpler." 
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ON STAGE 
Longview High School actors Lane Dunn, Andrew Phoenix, Karen Strachan and Noeil Rathbun 
perform in Noises Off. Longview placed third in conference 5A in the state one-act play with a 
performance directed by Pam Mercer-McWilliams. Phoenix was named a member of the All-Star 
Cast and Dunn was named Honorable Mention All-Star Cast. Photo courtesy of Longview HS. 

Changes made to OAP handbook 
Please note the following additions and/or 

changes which have been made in the Handbook for 
One-Act Play, 13th Edition. 

Addition, page 29: 
Criteria for Area/Region Meet Critic Judge Se

lection 
Recommendations for UIL One-Act Play Area/ 

Region Meet Contest Judges will be made by the 
TETAAO Administrative Committee. Criteria for 
selection will include the following: 
1. Area/Region Meet Critic Judge candidates should 

have established an exceptional record of adjudi
cation 

2. Area/Region Meet Critic Judge candidates should 
have a record of positively constructive oral cri
tiques, appropriate to the level of the cast and held 
to an assigned time limit. 

3. Area/Region Critic Judge candidates should con
sistently adhere to the ethical standards, guide
lines, and policies established by TETAAO. 

4. Area/Region Meet Critic Judge candidates should 
be experienced critics prior to assuming the respon
sibility of judging area or regional levels. Experience 
at the zone and district contest level in UIL or similar 
experiences elsewhere are essential. 

Addition, page 34, to "Critique Instructions 

for the Critic Judge" under "1. You should:" 
.. .be an experienced critic prior to assuming the 

responsibility of judging Area/Regional level. Expe
rience at the Zone or District contests in UIL or 
similar experiences elsewhere are essential. 

Replace first paragraph under "Approved Unit 
Set Construction and Materials," page 67, with: 

Every competing play company is allowed the 
use of one, and only one, complete Approved Unit 
Set, which must be constructed to conform to the 
basic structures drawn in the Handbook. All unit set 
elements must be painted a medium gray inside and 
out. No other color is permissible. Substitutions of 
similar materials and alternative construction tech
niques are permissible so long as no additional weight 
factor or diminished strength is involved, and ele
ments basically appear as other unit set elements 
might appear at other contest sites. 

Replace item 8 under "Policies and Ethics 
Code of TETAAO," page 27, with: 

8. Adjudicators shall not accept any judging 
assignment within a broad geographical area where 
they have been formerly employed as a Texas Public 
School administrator or teacher, unless at least three 
years have elapsed since the time of such employ-

Play experience 
'priceless' 
The following letter was received in the UIL office April 
28, 1997• It is reprinted with permission. 

Dear Mr. Murray 
I am the OAP director at Lohn, a Class A school 

in Central Texas. 1 want to share with you a great 
experience we had this year with our play. We did 
Aurand Harris's The Magician's Nephew. Since Mr. 
Harris dedicated this play to you, I thought you might 
be interested in knowing what it has meant to us. 

We have about 40 students in high school. 
Nineteen of them tried out for OAP, and most of the 
rest wanted to be on crew. We added as many extras 
as we could to the longer version of the play, so we had 
a full cast and crew. Of the nineteen kids involved, 12 
were freshmen and sophomores. This was by far the 
biggest production we have every tried. We have no 
theatre arts classes here and a very minimal stage. My 
theatre training consists of years of attending OAP 
contests and listening to judges' critiques. What we 
are strong on is enthusiasm and teamwork! 

Our school business manager took charge of the 
makeup, some of the costuming, and the location and 
selection of props. She and I went to the theatre 
convention in Waco and found a source for many of 
the magic-related things we needed. I picked up 
many ideas that I put to use in rehearsals. 

Two other teachers helped me in details of 
direction and staging. The whole show was a definite 
cooperative, creative effort. We rehearsed after school, 
trading out time slots with tennis, track, and golf. 
The rehearsals were fun, and the kids enjoyed the 
process. Three or four of my students are truly tal
ented in acting; it was great to get to work with them 
and watch them develop their characters. 

We were able to perform the show six times: a 
dress rehearsal for our school; a public performance 
two weeks before contest at Rochelle, with Richland 
Springs joining in for a three-show evening that has 
become a tradition; our Zone contest at Santa Anna; 
the District contest at Rochelle. We advanced from 
Zone (our young cast felt like they had won State!) 
and were Alternate at District. We received five 
individual medals at each contest, including one Best 
Actress and one Best Actor. 

At the theatre convention I had heard more 
than once the advice to perform a play at least once 
more after the contest run is over. The week after 
District we performed twice more. We took our show 
on the road to North Ward Elementary in Brady and 
performed for the kindergarten children and four-
year-olds there. I could hardly watch the play because 
it was so neat to watch the little children watching it. 
They were wide-eyed and attentive. We kept their 
attention from beginning to end. Afterwards 1 asked 
my kids to sit along the front of the stage, and all the 
little ones came by and got to shake hands. It was a 
thrill all around. Some of mine said that day was more 
fun than going on to another contest would have 
been. 

That night we did our last show for the parents 
and Lohn community. The building was full, and the 
kids enjoyed performing a play that they knew per
fectly. 

We may never go to state with a play, but if it 
were not for the OAP Contests, our students would 
miss out on the unique and priceless experience of 
being a part of a theatre production. We create 
memories every year that will stay with these young 
people all their lives. Thank you for the part you play 
in promoting and enabling the OAP experience. 

(Mrs.) Becky Martin 

"We may never 
go to state with a 
play, but if it were 
not for the OAP 
contests, our 
students would 
miss out on the 
unique and 
priceless 
experience of 
being a part of a 
theater 
production." 

Becky Martin 
Theatre Director 
Lohn HS 
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Legibility tops list 
of grading issues; 
State Meet 
concerns revisted 

Speech contest director 
embarks upon new adventure 
W 

By David Bourell 

ONE LAST 
HURRAH 
John Cogdell presents 
awards to winners in 
the State Calculator 
Applications Contest. 
Cogdell resigned as 
co-director of the 
competition last year 
to devote more time to 
his career in the 
Department of 
Electrical and Com
puter Engineering at 
UT- Austin. 

Calculator Applications Director 

Last Spring's State Meet may be a distant memory 
to those of you who participated. It was one of the 
smoothest meets I've been associated with, and much 

of the credit goes to' 
coaches who helped out 
with efficient and timely 
triple grading of the hun
dred tests. It was a fitting 
way to bid Dr. John 
Cogdell farewell to the 
Contest. Dr. Cogdell was 
the founder of the Calcu
lator Applications Con
test. I have been privi
leged to work with John 
as a contest co-director 

and will miss him. He was an outstanding role model. 
I'm not too anxious about directing the Calcula

tor Contest alone. After all, I've been a co-director 
for 17 years. John and I have each done every aspect 
of contest preparation a number of times. In fact, the 
1997-98 set of calculator contests has already been 
prepared and delivered to the League office. There 
are no changes this year from last year. I have re
peated stated and geometry problems from Page 7 to 
Page 6. There are still iteration problems (e.g., 
x=5cos[x-25]) that can be solved manually or using a 
solver. I will be traveling to all four Super Confer
ences this year and look forward to meeting with you 
at one or more of them. 

Several issues came up during grading and veri
fication at the State Meet that I want to share with 
you. Legibility of answers is a continuing concern. 
We have an objective process for handling legibility 
at the State Meet. If a grader has an honest question 
about a digit written on the answer key, then the 
entire page is masked, save that digit, and three other 
graders are asked to name the number. If two or more 
agree on the digit, then this becomes the digit, and 
the problem is graded accordingly. If all three dis
agree on the digit, then it is declared illegible and the 
problem is marked as incorrect. In either case, the 
paper is noted such that the other graders and contes
tant will know that the legibility rule was applied. 

There was some discussion among graders at the 
State Meet about the legibility of non-digit parts of 
the answer. Specifically, what about the decimal 
point and the "xlO" part of an answer written in 
scientific notation? In one case, we had a decimal 
point that was so strung out that it almost looked like 
a " 1 " . I intend to grant a fair amount of latitude here. 
After all, the contest is designed to assess calculator 
and cognitive skills, not penmanship. On the other 
hand, we should not tolerate a contestant who ap
pears to save a few precious seconds by scrawling an 
unintelligible wiggle where the "xlO" should go. The 
critical component of any legibility question is rea
sonable doubt. The grader must have an honest 
question relative to the answer before legibility is 

questioned. 

Jana Riggins 
Assistant Academic Director 

elcome back 
to a new 
school year! I 

hope that your summer 
was a pleasant, restful 
one. Calm, even mun
dane, summers are a pre
requisite to the mental 
health of speech and de
bate coaches who .^cd 
time to rejuvenate them
selves in order to prepare 
for the rigorous school 
year that awaits them. I 
can't say that I had one of those calm summers. 

Beyond the normal "I just can't say no" commit
ments to community, church and professional en
deavors, I embarked upon a major adventure—a new 
job! After 21 years in the classroom, I decided to join 
the staff at UIL. Packing up a classroom that I'd "lived 
in" for 14 of those years was no small task. I think 
speech coaches are notorious pack rats — never 
throwing anything away "just in case they might need 
it!" I don't dare reveal the number of boxes my family 
and I carted out of the school building for fear that my 
husband will read this article. 

Adding to the whirlwind of change and activity, 
only three days after I had been at the League I 
participated in my first Legislative Council meeting 
and then hopped on a plane headed to Seattle, 
Washington to attend the National Debate Topic 
Selection Committee. Since returning to Austin, my 
family and I have been living out of suitcases and 
boxes until our new home is ready for occupancy. 
Let's hope by the time the next Leaguer issue goes to 
press, I'll be unpacked and settled in comfortably. 

No doubt many of you have returned to your 
school campus and found that changes have taken 
place, as well. The most significant change comes in 

' CX Debate where, in districts with fewer than eight 
teams competing, second-place teams must have com
peted in a minimum of eight competitive interschool 
rounds during the current year in order to advance to 
state competition. The high school principal must 
certify this information to the League office, so coaches 

should keep careful records throughout the season 
prior to and through district competition to make 
this certification process simple for their administra
tion. 

There are no changes in prose and poetry for this 
competitive school year; categories remain the same. 
We will be organizing a committee which will meet 
soon after the Christmas holidays to develop new 
categories that will go into effect for the 1998-99 
school year and we welcome any suggestions that you 
would like for the committee to review. You may 
forward those ideas to .me via email: 
jriggins@mail.utexas.edu or by phone/fax or better 
yet, at a UIL SuperConference where we can sit and 
visit about your ideas in detail. 

Novice and experienced speech teachers alike 
will want to make plans to attend the Texas Speech 
Communication Association convention in San 
Antonio at the Omni Hotel Oct. 8-11. This year's 
theme is "Sharing Our Stories: Celebtating the Schol
arship of Teaching in the Discipline of Communica
tion." Outstanding speech teachers will present work
shops (including sessions to provide insight and ideas 
concerning teaching the new state required course). 
The convention provides a wonderful opportunity to 
learn, meet colleagues from across the state and to be 
actively involved in issues that impact our profession. 

This year will, no doubt, be a busy one for all of 
us. I am excited about working with you and the 
wonderful staff at the League office .P\ease krvovj tKat 
I am here to help you with competition and curricu
lum in any way that I possibly can. 

This article would be incomplete if 1 did not 
acknowledge with gratitude the ttemendous job that 
my ptedecessot did at UIL. Treva Dayton exemplifies 
the very finest of educators that Texas has to offer and 
the professionalism and enthusiasm she brought to 
speech and debate in our state is ttuly significant. 
Texas' loss is definitely gain for the nation as Treva 
moves to Kansas City to take a position as Fine Afts 
Director for the National Federation of High School 
Associations. I will not even pretend to fill her shoes 
— but rather, strive to walk beside the footprints she 
has left behind in order to continue promoting speech 
and debate in the state of Texas. 

Persuasive topics 

1. . Should President Clinton have intervened in the UPS strike? 
2. Can Apple Computer Company's recent changes save the computer company? 
3. HMO's: Do they deserve the recent explosion of criticism? 
4. How will the Dow Chemical verdict affect parent company liability? 
5. Should the president have the line item veto? 
6. Are Americans safe from contaminated foods?* 
7. Will the next Supreme Court nominee significantly change the direction of the court? 
8. Texas without Bullock: Will partisan politics divide the legislature? 
9. What should be the White House's response to the "Ottawa process?" 
10. Can Switzerland recover from its tarnished image? 
11. Netanyahu and Arafat: Can they bring peace to the Middle East? 
12. After 50 years of independence from Britain, can India emerge as an economic 

superpower? 
13. Can Hong Kong maintain its capitalist and democratic state under Chinese rule? 
14. Will Hun Sen be able to stabilize Cambodia? 
15. Report cards: Are Texas schools getting better marks? 
16. Should NATO membership be offered to other former communist nations? 
17. Will a two-party system bring stability and democracy to Mexico? 
18. Should the U.S. be involved in the Russian space effort? 
19. Will the Hopwood decision end diversity in Texas higher education? 
20. Will female cadets at VMI be more successful than those at The Citadel? 

mailto:jriggins@mail.utexas.edu
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Regional meet suggested 
for Cross-Examination Debate 
By Carolyn Fritsch 
Instructor, LaGrange High School 

"I finally made it to state"—those were the words 
of a senior poetry interpretation competitor at last 
May's UIL State Meet. One of the major reasons 
students become involved in any UIL activity— 
whether it be academics or athletics—is the dream of 
being able to say, "I'm going to state." 

Until five years ago, all UIL academic competi
tors were required to pass through district and re
gional competition before they could advance to 
state. But five years ago the structure for Cross-
Examination Debate was changed so that CX debat
ers were now allowed direct advancement from dis
trict to a two-day state tournament in Austin, bypass
ing the regional competition that all other academic 
competitors had to pass through before they, too, 
could reach state. 

This change qualified as many as 64 CX debate 
teams (or 128 individuals) per conference as com
pared to the 12 per conference that could qualify for 
state in all other academic events. It also gave CX 
debaters two advantages that no other group of aca
demic competitors were allowed: 1) they automati
cally became eligible to apply for the TILF scholar
ships; and 2) they received certificates and the recog
nition that comes with being a state participant. 

Two years ago, however, the UIL recognized the 
scKoVa»sVi\p inequity and changed its policy so that 
only debaters who advanced to the second day of" the 
two-day tournament would be eligible to apply for 
the TILF scholarships. 

Unfortunately, the second inequity was not cor
rected at that time. Currently, any CX debate team 
which places first or second at its district meet auto
matically advances to the two-day tournament in 
Austin, and those students are identified as "state 
participants" and receive the State Meet certificates. 
No other academic competitors can receive this 
distinction until they first survive regional competi
tion at the various sites across the state. 

To make things more equitable, the same crite
ria can be used that is now used to determine CX 
debaters' eligibility for the TILF scholarships. Be

cause the first day of the two-day state CX tourna
ment essentially parallels what previously would have 
been regional competition and a second day parallels 
what would be equal to state competition, only the 
CX debaters who advance to the second day of 
competition would be identified as "state partici
pants" and receive the state meet certificates. This 
would qualify approximately 16 debate teams rather 
than 64, much more equal in number to the 12 
individuals that qualify in other academic events. 

"Why bother," some might say, "when the TILF 
scholarship inequity has already been corrected?" 
Though a monetary award is not directly involved in 
this current inequity, the distinction that students 
get as "state qualifiers" can benefit them in other 
ways. Besides having simple "bragging rights," these 
students can take advantage of this distinction when 
applying for local-sponsored and other college schol
arships, as well as on college and future employment 
applications. In fact, one academic coach who went 
to state over 20 years ago said, "I still use it (that 
distinction) whenever I can." 

Arguments that have been offered against iden
tifying the two-day CX debate tournament in Austin 
as the regional/state tournament are that "there would 
not be sufficient time between the first and second 
day of competition to print a separate UIL State CX 
Debate book" and that T-shirt sales would suffer. 
Should a book and T-shirt sales keep the UIL from 
doing what is fair and equitable for all its competitors ? 

UIL's purpose is to foster "healthy, character 
building, educational activities.. .under rules 
providing...fair play for all participants." Does our 
policy of allowing CX debaters to skip regional com
petition and advance directly to state provide "fair 
play" for all other academic competitors? 

For five years CX debaters have been playing on 
a field that no other academic competitors were 
allowed to set foot on. Isn't it time we put everyone 
back on the same playing field so that every competi
tor has an equal opportunity to be a state participant ? 

[The UIL Academic Committee heard Fritsch's proposal 
at the]une meetingand asked the UIL staff to examine the 
issue. —ed.J 

Informative topics 

1. Who was William Brennan? 
2. What problems has the MIR spacecraft encountered? 
3. What steps has Rudy Giuliani taken to reduce crime in New York City? 
4. What has been the impact of the UPS strike? 
5. What recent scandals have weakened America's faith in HMOs? 
6. TWA Flight 800: What conclusions has the FBI reached? 
7. What are the Dallas Cowboys' latest woes? 
8. What steps has Switzerland taken to improve its tarnished image? 
9. Will Greece's Custas Simitis be able to improve relations with Turkey? 
10. What steps, if any, have Netanyahu and Arafat taken to preserve the peace process 

in the Middle East? 
11. Madeleine Albright: Style, substance or both? 
12. Line Item Veto: What are the advantages and disadvantages? 
13. What strategies has the Clinton administration pursued to reduce teen smoking? 
14. Why is Clinton opposed to the private school voucher system? 
15. What steps has Apple Computer Company taken to save itself? 
16. What steps can Americans take to make their food safe for consumption? 
17. Gary Mauro: To run or not to run? That is the question. 
18. Who are the winners and the losers of the recent budget deal? 
19. What impact will Clinton's next nomination have on the Supreme Court? 
20. Why did Missouri terminate its six million contract to house some of its inmates in 

the Brazoria County Detention Center? 

SUMMER FUN 
At the summer workshop for academic coordinators and speech coaches, 
Sandy Schneider of Samuel Clemens High School presents a workshop 
entitled "Building a Speech Program." The presentation, also taught by Joe 
Trevino of Bishop High School, was part of a two-day series of workshops 
on everything from the basics of CX Debate to what coaches should do at 
contest. Photo by Pat Wisdom. 

Cross-Examination Team Debate 
PROBLEM AREA: Renewable Energy: How can the United States best 
reduce its fossil fuel consumption? 
RESOLUTION: That the federal government should establish a policy 
to substantially increase renewable energy use in the United States. 

Lincoln-Douglas Debate 
Two LD topics will be used by UIL. The resolution above will be used 
for September through December. The resolution for January through 
May will be announced by Dec. 15 and available on the UIL Web Site: 
http://www.utexas.edu/admin/uil/. Because hosts of invitational 
meets may select any LD topic of their choice, debate coaches 
should consult with the sponsor of the invitational tournament to 
learn which topic will be debated. 
RESOLUTION FOR SEPTEMBER THROUGH DECEMBER: That U.S. 
immigration policies contradict American ideals. 

What will meet the new 
CX certification requirement? 
• competitive rounds at debate tournaments (most 

tournaments offer multiple preliminary rounds for ail 
CX teams) 

* two or more schools' participation in mini-tourneys 
where the debaters are judged by someone other 
than the coaches involved and a winner is declared 

* district debate tournament rounds (be sure you know 
the district format and the number of rounds avail
able at the district meet) 

What will not meet the new 
CX certification requirement? 
* classroom debates 
• practice rounds against own teammates 
• non-judged festival rounds 

http://www.utexas.edu/admin/uil/


12 * Athletics L7IL Leaguer 
September 1997 

Special rules affect exchange students 
By Mark Cousins 

PUBLIC 
REPRIMANDS 
SOCCER 
Jason Ceyanes, Dickinson 

BASKETBALL 
James White, Houston Cullen 

Middle School 
Phillip Moore, Mineola 
Raul Mendoza, Valley View 

Junior High 
Jefferson Teague, Tolar 
Steve Myatt, Gruver 
Shelia Davis, Dallas Adams 
Kyna Massey, Sulphur Springs 
Tommy Thompson, Abilene 

Cooper 
Hubert Sthran, Duncanville 

Reed Middle School 
Daniel Hinojosa, Amarillo 

Bowie 
Trevia Cyrus, Houston Welch 

Middle School 
Pat Munoz, Hawley 
Mike Whalen, Harlingen 

Coakley Middle School 
Billy Bentz, Grandview 

BASEBALL 
Herman Johnson, Dallas 

Jefferson 
Kary Kemble, Spring Branch 

Memorial 
Randy Hill, Joshua 
Tom Shope, La Porte 
Joe Crownover, Lancaster 
David Vince, Port Arthur 

Jefferson 
Lance Barnett, Orangefield 
Mike Montgomery, Odessa 
Kevin Hartsberg, Lewisville 
Joe Buker, Grandview 
Russell Farrell, Clear Brook 
Paul Pearce, Clear Brook 
Richard Free, San Antonio East 

Central 
Gary Key, Galveston Ball 
Rick Butler, El Paso Jefferson 
Mike Stewart, Woodville 
Ron Whigman, Liberty 

SOFTBALL 
Amy Coulter, Alvarado 

VOLLEYBALL 
James Morton, Sulphur Bluff 

Foreign Exchange Waiver Officer 

Anyone who has hosted a foreign exchange 
student in their school can tell you what a rewarding 
experience it is. Not only does it provide the foreign 
student an opportunity to learn about our culture and 
history, but it also provides a unique chance for our 
students to learn about another culture. The purpose 
of a foreign exchange program is to expose the stu
dent to the entire realm of experiences associated 
with going to a particular school. In the United 
States and especially here in Texas, that experience 
includes participation in extracurricular activities. 

In many countries, there are no extracurricular 
activity programs in the schools. If the students are 
going to participate in sports, it must be done outside 
of the school in the local community. I have been 
told numerous times by foreign exchange students 
that the highlight of their stay has been the ability to 
represent their school in their chosen activity. Some 
even go as far as to participate in all sports simply 
because they have not had the opportunity to play 
before and want to be able to take the game back and 
introduce it to their friends. 

School coaches and administrators should be 
aware, however, of rules associated with foreign ex
change student participation before they allow a 
student to represent the school in a contest. Foreign 
exchange students Ore not eligible for varsity athletic 
competition their first year in the school without applying 
for and receiving a waiver. The waiver is only required 
for varsity level athletic participation. If the student 
is only going to be involved in the sub-varsity athletic 
program or in academic, drama or music contests a 
waiver is not needed. 

The requirements for the foreign exchange stu
dent waiver are straightforward. The student either 
meets the qualifications, or they don't. There is not 
much interpretation involved. The first requirement 
is that the foreign exchange program that the student 
comes to the United States under must be accepted 
into membership by the Council on Standards for 
International Educational Travel (CSIET). The 
CS1ET is an organization who studies foreign ex
change programs on a number of different variables 
and only accepts those who meet their requirements 
for membership. A list'of the programs accepted for 
membership in CSIET for the 1997-98 school year is 

Foreign Exchange Programs 
accepted by the Council on Standards 
for International Educational Travel 
1997-1998 

Academic Adventures in America 
American Council for Teachers of Russian/ACCELS 
Adventures in Real Communication 
AFS-USA 
American Academic & Cultural Exchange 
American Association of Teachers of German 
AIFS Foundation 
American Intercultural Student Exchange 
American International Youth Student Exchange 

Program 
America-Israel Friendship League 
American Scholastic Associates 
Amicus 
Amigos de las Americas 
ASPECT Foundation 
ASSE International 
ASSIST 
Association for Teenage Diplomats 
AYUSA International 
Center for Cultural Interchange 
Center for Educational Travel 
Children's International Summer Villages 
CIEE-SPA 
Council for Educational Travel USA 
Cooperative Extension 4-H Youth Program 
Cultural Academic Cultural Exchange 
Cultural Homestay International 
Educational Resource Development Trust 
EF Foundation 

EV-USA 
Faee the World Foundation 
Foreign Links Around the Globe 
Foreign Study League 
Foundation for Academic Cultural Exchange 
Foundation for International Understanding 
Iberoamerican Cultural Exchange Program 
Intercultural Homestay Services 
International Cultural Exchange Services 
International Education Forum 
International Fellowship 
International Student Exchange 
International Student Exchange of Iowa 
Nacel Cultural Exchange Services 
NASSP-School Partnerships 
Nord America International 
Northwest Student Exchange 
Organization for Cultural Exchange Among Nations 
Open Door Student Exchange 
Pacific Intercultural Exchange 
People to People Student Ambassador Program 
Presidential Classroom for Young Americans 
Program of Academic Exchange 
Project Harmony 
REACH 
Rotary International 
Southern California and Nevada Youth Exchange 
School Year Abroad 
STS Foundation 
Summer Discovery 
United Studies Student Exchange 
World Experience 
World Heritage 
World Learning 
Worldwide International Student Exchange 
Youth For Understanding 

included in this edition of the Leaguer. 
A foreign exchange student must enter the 

United States with a valid IAP-66 form granting 
them a J-1 status visa. A copy of each form is required 
as part of the waiver process. The J-1 visa is a student 
visa that allows the student to stay in the United 
States for a period of one year for the purpose of 
attending school. Students who come to the US with 
an F-1 visa will not be granted a waiver to participate 
on the varsity level. 

These students cannot be high school graduates 
and cannot have been in high school for more than 
four years just like other Texas students. They must 
comply with No Pass-No Play guidelines and be 
placed on the schools eligibility list that is submitted 
to our office. 

Perhaps the most controversial portion of the 
foreign exchange waiver involves the experience of 
the athlete in their chosen activity. Student athletes 
who have a national ranking or have had involve
ment in their home country's Olympic or Pre-Olym-

pic training program are not eligible for a waiver. 
Coaches should investigate the experiences of their 
prospective athletes to ensure they are in compliance 
with this provision. 

The District Executive Committee must be no
tified that your school is applying for tVve waiver and 
the waiver form must be accompanied by a $50 filing 
fee to handle administrative costs associated with 
processing the request. 

Taking a few minutes at the beginning of the 
season to make sure all foreign exchange students 
who are going to participate in a varsity athletic 
program have a waiver can eliminate problems dur
ing the year. Being a foreign exchange student is 
something these kids will remember for the rest of 
their lives. These students are the best and brightest 
from their home country and their experiences can 
benefit you and your students as well. Take the time 
to get to know these kids and encourage your students 
to do the same. 

Coaches take stance: 'sports are for kids' 
Not every student has the ability to become a 

professional or collegiate athlete. Coaches, as well as 
parents, should realize only 2.7 percent of all senior 
participants in high school sports receive college 
athletic scholarships. Less than two percent of colle
giate athletes advance to the professional ranks. 
Coaches must place the proper emphasis on provid
ing educational experiences for students. These ex
periences should instill good values, teach sports
manship and citizenship and develop character. 

Every coach must take the absolute and un
equivocal stance that "sports are for kids." 

To reach the goal of preparing students for citi
zenship through participation and gain respect from 
athletes and parents, coaches should. 
• Remember that a student's first responsibility is to 

academic pursuits. Remember, too, that you are 
part of the teaching faculty of the school, and you 
should seek the advice of the faculty as to what the 
academic needs are of your players; 

• Continually work with players to maintain their 
academic standards; • •''' J 

Structure practices so that students can handle 
them, considering their academic day and their 
physical endurance; 
Make certain there is no child who is unable to 
participate due to lack of funds; 
Cut as few kids as possible; 
Look for other possibilities if kids who are inter
ested in athletics cannot be involved as athletes; 
Make certain every player has the proper equip
ment, and ensure that all equipment meets safety 
guidelines; 
Play as many kids as possible. Also, keep in mind 
that if you tell parents and student-athletes that 
your intention is to play as many kids as possible, 
and you don't, you will lose credibility; 
Always treat players with respect; recognize the 
desire, as well as the sacrifices they are making, to 
be out for the sport; 
Never physically assault a student; 
Never tell students that they cannot improve. 
Always offer assistance for improving. Encourage 
andteachV ' ' ' ; ' ' 5 " • - ' ' ' ' : : ' 

• Never discriminate against students because they 
couldn't participate in the sport during the sum
mer or off season; 

• Remember that you are coaching fragile, matur
ing, growing human beings - some of whom won't 
reach the peak of their athletic ability for many 
years. Your job is to try to keep them participating; 

• Remember, students participate in other activi
ties too. Have appreciation and empathy for that 
fact and encourage it. Never encourage a student 
to participate only in the sport you are coaching; 

• Allow no athlete to put down another athlete. If 
you see or hear of this happening, address it. In the 
process, make sure your "stars" know their respon
sibilities to teammates; 

• Emphasize improvement - not just winning - as a 
sign of success; 

• Try to talk to every person on the team daily if 
possible. Just a quick, "Good effort today!" can do 
wonders; and 

• Be careful not to direct excessive coaching inter-
i * r4st toward aVvexfceptional-athrete dr< athletes. 
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Award heightens awareness 
of good sportsmanship 

Dr. Charles Breithaupt 
Athletic Director 

Five of the most im
por tan t phone 
calls in the history 

of the U1L were placed in 
August. Those phone 
calls were made to recipi
ents of the first ever UIL/ 
Gatorade State Sports
manship Champions . 
The significance of these 
awards should not be lost 
on all who participate in 
UIL activities this year. 

The birth of this award signals a heightened 
awareness of one of the major objectives of UIL 
participation. Emphasizing good sportsmanship leads 
to the overall goal of helping students to become 
better citizens. 

Schools who were not selected have indicated a 
desire to improve sportsmanship in their activities 
this year. Many were disappointed in not being se
lected or even nominated. Others were unaware of 
the importance the award carried. Overall, it appears 
the UIL goal of emphasizing sportsmanship was met 
because of the heightened awareness of the initiative. 

But, it is not enough. We have much room to 
grow. Our staff is hoping the monetary award is not 
the pot at the end of the rainbow. While we are 
pleased Gatorade has seen fit to subsidize our program 
financially, we are more concerned with the intrinsic 
values of the award. As Ralph Waldo Emerson said, 
"The reward of a thing well done is to have done it." 

Teaching young people the importance of sports
manship is an ongoing process. Our initial attempts 
in assisting schools in this process were somewhat 
feeble. Providing each school with a Sportsmanship 
Manual was only the first step in aiding our schools in 
this great task. Within the manual are a variety of 
activities and suggestions schools can use to promote 
sportsmanship. More important are activities which 
are initiated by student leaders. These activities are 
readily accepted by students and tend to be more 
firmly entrenched in the minds of students. 

One of the tasks before us is to provide better 
leadership programs for our schools. Developing a 
statewide summit on leadership where coaches, di
rectors, sponsors, team captains, yell leaders, drum 
majors, etc. are taught specific leadership techniques 
is essential in the promotion of good citizenship. 

Some school districts across our state are buying 
in to this notion. Several schools are teaching a 
values curriculum. This curriculum exhorts the vir
tues of teaching good character. Students, parents, 
and community members are excited about the new 
curriculum which seeks to instill in children univer
sally accepted character values by incorporating them 
into classroom discussion and other school activities. 
It focuses on one trait a month throughout the school 
year: honesty, responsibility, compassion, persever
ance, loyalty, justice, self-reliance, self-discipline and 
integrity. 

U.S. State Representative Ron Paul praised the 
teaching of character and return to the fundamental 
values of America. "If we would have over the past 
several decades concentrated on character and local 
responsibility, we might not have so many problems 
to face in Washington," said Paul. 

Perhaps it is labeled and packaged differently. 
But, the message is the same. We have to learn to 
respect ourselves and others in order for this to be the 
kind of world in which we want to live. 

There is no question good sportsmanship starts 
at home. Developing a plan within each school to 
promote good sportsmanship is the first step to achiev-
ing«the major goal of extracurricular activities. The 
UIL uses the COPE program to establish a conflict 
management pattern for officials and coaches. Desig
nated administrators are required at League varsity 
contests. Reportable incidents of players, coaches 
and fans abuse are adjudicated by the State Executive 
Committee. But the best measure of sportsmanship 
can be delivered on a day to day basis by students, 
coaches and adults. 

We can't be guilty of "game slippage." Coaches 
guard against this in their practices. They don't 
tolerate errors in practice which could haunt them in 
games. Mistakes made in games are corrected so 
"slippage" doesn't occur. The same principle applies 
in dealing with the sportsmanship and citizenship 
issue. 

Coaches in team sports have to be the most 
responsible. They need to say "that's my athlete out 
there and I'm not going to let him have a behavior 
limit that goes to far." It has to be the there all season, 
so the athlete gets used to it, expects it and under
stands what the limits are. 

National and state rules can't do it all. School 
administrators and coaches are responsible for the 

climate of extracurricular activities. These parties 
should put comfort and reputation on the line and set 
standards for behavior, model those standards and 
eliminate from our program and events those who fail 
to meet those standards. 

We are proud Gatorade will serve as a partner for 
the 1997-98 UIL State Sportsmanship Champion
ship. Schools should begin preparing materials pro
moting sportsmanship for all involved in extracur
ricular activities. Preserving an educational atmo
sphere for these activities is a responsibility of mem
bership in the UIL. Our responsibility is to seek and 
reward those who are doing outstanding jobs. 

GO TEAM 
LaMarque defeated 
Cedar Hill in the 
conference 4A state 
softball finals to claim 
the state champion
ship. Photo by Andrew 
Christensen. 

Five schools named state sportsmanship champions 
The UIL selected five schools as the 1996-97 

UIL/Gatorade State Sportsmanship Champions. 
Sponsored by the UIL and Gatorade, each cham

pion will receive $1,000, a banner and a memento 
symbolizing the theme of the award, Sportsmanship: 
Making a World of Difference! 

"These schools represent the essence of extra
curricular activities in Texas," said UIL Athletic 
Director Charles Breithaupt. "The objective of the 
UIL is to provide competitive activities that foster a 
spirit of good will. These schools have exhibited the 
best of qualities that we hope to see in every high 
school. We are proud of the administrators, coaches, 
sponsors, students and fans of these schools and 
communities." 

Fpr. the firs^- t i rr^ .schools are being, formally 

Sportsmanship winners 
The five schools selected include: 
Conference A Falls City High School 
Conference 2 A Caddo Mills High School 
Conference 3 A Lake Worth High School 
Conference 4A San Elizario High School 
Conference 5A Zapata High School 

recognized and rewarded statewide for displaying and 
promoting good sportsmanship. One school from 
each district was nominated based on their display of 
sportsmanship in all activities during the 1996-97 
school year. District nominees were submitted to the 
UIL, where a committee narrowed it down to 26 
finalists. One school in each conference was then 

chosen by the committee to receive the state sports
manship award. 

"For Gatorade, sports is about more than just 
who won the game. Sports is about the love of 
competing and the sweat that proves yotf've given it 
all you have," said Suzanne Sutton, Southwest re
gional marketing manager for Gatorade. "We salute 
the UIL/Gatorade State Sportsmanship Champions, 
as they truly represent the best quality of high school 
sports in Texas." 

Gatorade has made a commitment to sponsor 
the sportsmanship award for the 1997-98 school year. 
Schools are encouraged to display good sportsman
ship in all activities in hopes that they may become 
the next UIL/Gatorade State Sportsmanship Cham

pion. 



14 • Athletics UIL Leaguer 
September 1997 

NOTICE 
The dates for the 

regional tennis 
tournaments were 

incorrectly stated in 
the Tennis Team 

Manual on page 14. 
The tournaments will 

be Oct. 3 1 - Nov. 1 . 

Items needed 
The following materi
als must be received 
by our office no later 
than Thursday, Oct. 
30. 

1. Team information 
form (list of 
players, coaches, 
etc. and list of all 
games played; 
found in the 
appendix of your 
coaches packet) 

2. Team picture (5x7 
black and white 
photo if possible) 

3. Name of players 
coaches, etc. in 
the picture 

4. Picture of head 
coach (head and 
shoulder shot) 

5. School's mascot 
(camera ready art 
work is preferable, 
if not a copy of 
the mascot from 
your letterhead) 

6. Season record 

7. The total number 
of players, 
coaches, etc. who 
would receive 
medals at the 
state tournament. 

PLAYING 
HARD BALL 

Trey Phillips, a former 
student at Westlake 

High School in Austin, 
practices his back

hand. Phillips is now 
on the professional 
circuit according to 

coach Elsa Hinajosa. 
The photographer, Joel 

Simon, is now a free
lance photographer 
with the Williamson 

County Sun and Austin 
American-Statesman. 

Tennis routine includes awareness of rules 

Rex Spain 
Assistant Athletic Director 

W i th summer 
coming to a 
close and 

school just beginning, it 
is time to get back to the 
routine. I am sure that 
tennis coaches through
out the state have had a 
busy summer. As tennis 
programs develop more 
and more, demands are 
placed on coaches to 
work with their players 
to improve their skills. 

As we get into the new school season please be 
aware of a few items which often times become more 
important as the season progresses. 

Number of tennis tournaments 
Includes team tennis plus individual tennis tour

naments. 
a) No student representing a member school 

shall participate in more that eight tournaments 
(individual tennis and team tennis combined ) dur
ing the school year, excluding district, regional and 
state meets. (If school time is missed for the District 
Team Tennis Tournament, it counts as one of the eight 
meets.) 

b) A school may, if permitted by the tournament 
director, play more than one team at the same varsity 
tournament. This would constitute one tournament 
for each tennis player. 

c) A tennis player could move from the junior 
varsity level to the varsity level, but a total of eight 
tournaments ( either leveL - individual and team ) 
would still be in effect for this player. 

d) Students may represent their school in team 
tennis competition after the state tennis tourna
ment, if they have not already participated in the 
maximum number of allowed tournaments. 

Matches during the school week 
According to State Board of Education man

dates, students may only participate in one contest 

pet activity during the school week. What this means: 
If a school team has a dual match on Tuesday, they cannot 
have another competition until after school on Friday, or 
if a school has an all - day Friday tournament, they may 
not compete (scrimmage or match) during the week. 
Exception: Tournaments and varsity district contests 
postponed due to weather or public disaster may also 
be played during the week as long as they are resched
uled and played within seven days of the cancella
tion. Post-season competition may also be scheduled 
as an exception to the one contest during the school 
week. School week means the week beginning at 
12:01 a.m. on the first instructional day of a calendar 
week and ends at the close of instruction on the last 
instructional day of the calendar week, excluding 
holidays. Post - District play means competition in 
UIL play - off series contests such as Bi-District, Area, 
Regional, etc. 

If you have teams advancing to the regional and 
/ or state tournaments please review this rule care
fully. There has been some confusion about it in 
recent years. I occasionally get the call which states 
"that everyone else is doing it why can't my team." 
Just because someone else is breaking the rule does 
not make it okay for you to break the rule. If teams are 
violating the rule there are proper procedures for 
reporting the violation. 

Taunting penalty 
The National Federation disapproves of any 

form of taunting which is intended or designed to 
embarrass, ridicule, or demean under any circum
stances including on the basis of race, religion, gen
der or national origin. 
Penalty: 1st offense 

2nd offense 
3rd offense 
4th offense 

warning 
deduct 1 point 
game 
default from the match 
or tournament 

Team tennis plan 
(Constitution and Contest Rules, section 1310) 
item (h) SUBSTITUTIONS IN REGIONAL 

I AND STATE TOURNAMENTS 

(1) Lineup Changes. Between district and re
gional or regional and state, the coach may change 
the lineup to reflect proper \adder position prior to 
the start of the tournament. 

(2) Singles Movement on Ladder. After the previ
ous qualifying tournament, the coach may move each 
player no more than one position up or down in the singles 
lineup. 

(3)Doubles Movement on Ladder. After the previ
ous qualifying tournament, the coach may move each 
player no more than one position up or down in the 
doubles lineup. 

(4) Doubles Moves. Aftet the previous qualifying 
tournament, the coach may change a player from one 
doubles partner to another partner, but no player may 
move more than one position in the double lineup. 

Let me emphasize at this time the UIL does not 
recognize any local, state or national rankings. 
Whether a player is ranked by an outside agency or 
not, the coach still has the option of moving a playet 
within their ladder in accordance to the above men
tioned rule. This has sparked some controversy in 
different areas in the state. Keep in mind it is difficult 
if not impossible to regulate or at times mandate 
ethical behavior. The rule is in place to be used by 
coaches and those who use it within confines of the 
rule are certainly eligible to do so. 

State program 
We are expanding the state program this year to 

include pictures. For this reason we are asking that 
the teams representing the district, (winner and 
runner - up) must send by overnight mail a team 
picture, picture of the head coach, school's mascot 
and team information form. Failure to submit this 
information will result in your school not having 
their pictures in the State Team Tennis Tournament 
program. The materials listed in the sidebar must be 
received by our office no later than Thursday, Oct. 30. 

The physical address for the UIL is 3001 Lake 
Austin Blvd., Austin, TX 78703. This is an impor
tant step in providing you with the best possible 
program. Your assistance in this effort is appreciated. 

file:///adder


V1L Leaguer 
September 1997 Athletics • 15 

Title IX compliance a reality 
Opportunities must be proportionate to demographics 

Cynthia Doyle 
Associate Athletic Director 

G et t ing and 
maintaining a 
balance of male 

and female athletes is the 
law. Tha t , however,, 
doesn't mean it isn't a 
source of frustration and 
concern for administra
tors and coaches. 

To address these 
concerns, attorney Diane 
Henson presented a 
workshop on Title IX at 
the Region 10 Educational Service Center Aug. 15. 

An array of items discussed during the workshop 
sparked particular interest for administrators of high 
school athletic programs. Although Henson made 
references to college programs, data from NCAA 
schools, and decisions based on complaints or cases at 
the college level, we now know that Title IX com
plaints apply to the public school programs as well as 
to the college program. 

A large portion of the morning session was the 
message delivered by Henson. Schools received the 
information with mixed emotions ranging from dis
comfort to anger to frustration. During the afternoon 
session, we worked to address the content, impact, 
and the implication from information provided dur
ing the morning session. 

Although numerous topics were discussed dur
ing the conference, three major topics raised the most 
concern. The first concern centered around ways of 
measuring compliance. A second concern centered 
around specialization and how activity period limita
tions contribute to the reduced number of female 
athletes. The final topic included acts of retaliation 
that have discouraged coaches from reporting pos
sible violations. 

Measuring Compliance 
Proportionality or the opportunity to participate 

is one way that schools measure compliance. Schools 
are expected to work toward increasing opportunities 
for female students proportionate to the schools re
spective enrollments. In other words, if 52 percent of 
the student body is female, then 52 percent of the 
athletes should be female. Although it was pointed 
out that exact proportionality would be unreason
able, "substantially proportionate" is not unreason
able and should be achieved within about a five 
percent range or differential related to enrollment. 

To further clarify proportionality, the opportu
nity to participate was described in terms of slots that 
athletes fill. For example, when a school offers the 
same number of teams for girls and boys sports, that 
doesn't mean the school has achieved proportional
ity. Each slot on an athletic team is counted when 
trying to determine proportionality. If a school has 
250 females and 250 males, and if within the school 
the football team has 80 slots for athletes, and volley
ball has only 15 slots for athletes, then the school 
should be looking at ways to fill at least 65 more slots 
with female participants. 

Many participants at the conference voiced con
cern about feeling somewhat restricted since their 
school offers every UIL activity for male and female 
athletes, and the number of slots for males outnum
bers the number of slots fot females due to football 
participation and due to a disproportionate number 
of sub-varsity teams in basketball and baseball. 

Schools in attendance offered each other sugges

tions that included no-cut policies, an increase in the 
number of sub-varsity teams, and an offering of non-
UIL activities. Gymnastics, water polo and girls soccer 
(below 4A) were some of the suggestions. 

Activity Period Limitations 
Schools did raise the issue that communities 

don't understand when activities are offered for one 
gender and not the other, and that offering soccer for 
girls (below 4A) and not for males in the same school 
could be a catastrophe. 

Schools also pointed out that if girls on drill 
teams or cheer squads were counted as athletes, the 
number of participants would not be quite as dispro
portionate. However, it was established that cheer 
and drill team are activities that have traditionally 
been support groups. Most cheer groups don't have 
the sole function of competing like sport teams. 

Schools were concerned that current UIL rules 
that restrict students from having more than one 
activity period during an academic day may force 
students to specialize. It was pointed out that coaches 
and sponsors are the ones who force kids to specialize, 
not the fact that the student can only have one hour 
of activity during the academic day. Schools agreed 
that forcing kids to specialize reduces the number of 
participants in a school program. Specifically, it re
duces the number of female athletes since currently 
more males than females specialize. Participants also 
noted that students who choose to specialize (who 
are not forced to do so by school policy) open slots for 
othets to participate. 

Retaliation 
Throughout the message, the word retaliation 

seemed to recur. The atmosphere around the word 
seemed to threaten as well as warn. The word retali
ation was used to describe what is happening to high 
school coaches in out state who challenge or question 
Title IX compliance issues within their local districts. 
The message that Henson delivered warned that 
lawyers are eager to find victims of public school 
retaliation. She stated that the precedence set by the 
court this past July 1997 allows victim of retaliation 
a day in court. 

Complaints at one time which seemed so re
moved from our high schools now fuel much of the 
change in districts that have progressive programs for 
female athletes. Today when schools show a history 
of continued program expansion and demonstrate a 
responsiveness to developing interests of under-rep
resented populations (male or female), the school 
will see an increase in participation. 

There is no single question that a school can ask 
to determine compliance. There are questions that 
schools should constantly ask to determine if the 
needs of students ate being met. When the activities 
offered by the UIL are not enough to fill slots for 
proportionality reasons, schools are not bound to 
only offer UIL activities. 

No matter what situation your school is in, 
community and staff should not feel that issues of 
compliance are greeted with acts or threats of retali
ation. Growth within any program takes planning, 
time and money. As Henson stated, "You know you 
are in compliance when the coaches, athletes and 
parents from the girls program, and the coaches 
athletes and parents from the boys program all agree 
that the school is in compliance and would willingly 
trade programs, staff and facilities." 

Program designed 
to raise awareness 

The UIL, in conjunction with FOX Sports 
Southwest and Universal Sports America 
(USA), was pleased to announce this summer 
the formation of the Texas High School Cham
pionships Corporate Partner Program. 

This comprehensive program will allow 
partner corporations to join the UIL in its 
efforts to strengthen the role of athletics in 
education. The corporations will conduct con
sumer promotions throughout Texas designed 
to increase public awareness of UIL activities 
and will have high visibility in high school 
television broadcasts on FOX Sports South
west. 

First-year charter members include the 
Texas Dodge Dealers, Gatorade, Lowe's Home 
improvement Warehouse, Pepsi, Sonic and 
Southwestern Bell. 

"The UIL is excited about the upcoming 
year and having the opportunity to work with 
each of the corporate partners," said UIL Direc
tor Bill Faraey. "Their contribution signifi
cantly enhances the quality of extracurricular 
activity programs in Texas." 

All six corporate partners will introduce 
unique promotions throughout the year cen
tered on high school sports. 

Sponsors reward athletes, coaches 
The "Lonestar Cup," presented by Texas Dodge Dealers. The 

annual award will be given to five schools, one in each of the five UIL 
classifications, based upon their team achievement in each Un
sanctioned sport. The winning schools will be determined by a points 
system based on order of regular and postseason finish in each sport. 
The official verification of the standings will occurthree times during the 
year - for the final fall standings in December, the final winter standings 
in March, and the final year-end standings in June. Updates will air on 
Fox Sports Southwest's "High School Extra." 

The Gatorade "Coach Who Makes a Difference" award, which will 
be presented each week on "High School Extra" to a deserving coach 
who goes beyond the X's and O's to make a difference in his or her 
community. 

The "Lowe's Home Team Award," which will reward high school 
sports teams for making a difference in their home towns in an effort 
to enhance their community's quality of life. The $50,000 will fund forty 
$1,000 weekly contributions to different Texas high schools, plus one 
$10,000 grand prize to a high school on behalf of the schools' teams 
which meet the judging criteria. Ateam'sorganized volunteerism aimed 
at charitable causes in their own neighborhoods will play heavily in 
determining the weekly awards. The award can also go to a team that 
overcomes adversity off the field. 

The "Pepsi Performance of the Week," a regular segment in "High 
School Extra" that will feature the week's top individual achievement. 

The "Pepsi All-Texas Team," the all-time Texas high school 
football team selected by fans throughout Texas. The candidates 
include 250 players, dating back to the inception of Universal Sports 
America's Dave Campbell's Texas Football magazine. Ballots are 
available inside this year's Dave Campbell's Texas Football and at 
Pepsi displays at select stores throughout Texas. 

The Sonic Scholar Athlete of the Week," another regular feature 
on "High School Extra" which will recognize a deserving athlete who 
excels both on and off the field with a weekly $1,000 scholarship (43 
total). 

The "Sonic Collector Cup Legends Series." Beginning in October, 
Sonic will honor four Texas high school greats with commemorative soft 
drink cups chronicling the careers of legendary Dallas Cowboys coach 
Tom Landry, University of Texas Heisman Trophy winner and Houston 
Oiler standout Earl Campbell, Dallas Cowboy star Bob Lilly, and SMU 
and NFL standout Craig James. Proceeds from the sale of each cup will 
go toward funding the "Sonic Scholar Athlete of the Week" and the 
Texas Sports Hall of Fame in Waco. 

A UIL academic leader scholarship fund sponsored by Southwest
ern Bell that will award scholarships to deserving scholar athletes. 
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Grass always greener for coaches 
'One thing we need to be cautious about is to be careful what we ask for. We may get it.' 

Peter Confreres 
Asst. to the Athletic Director 

A t times, I will 
wonder quitely 
and out loud, if 

the grass is not greener 
on the other side of the 
street. As coaches and 
educators, we probably do 
tha t more than we 
should. I will admit to 
that. 

One of the frequent 
questions coaches will ask 
in their telephone calls 
to the UIL is, well, why can football, basketball or 
baseball do that and we can not in cross country, golf 
or tennis? 

The biggest reasons a lot of times for the differ
ences is that football, basketball and baseball are 
classified as UIL team sports while the other three are 
UIL individual sports. 

There are admittedly some differences. Is. the 
grass greener, however, on the other side of the street? 
Yes and no. The one thing we need to be cautious 
about is to be careful what we ask for. We may get it. 

As an individual sports coach, do you want your 
season defined for you like a football coach has his 
season defined? Sure the UIL mandates the number 
of games, meets or tournaments we can participate in, 
but a baseball or Softball coach must worry about the 
weather in trying to get his or her games during the 
defined playing season. A golf or tennis coach, for 
example, has much more room to work with in 
getting in his or her tournaments. 

If you are a cross country coach, in my opinion, 
you have it pretty good. Eight meets in a season that 
for most is just over two months long. The cross 

country and track and field season is not defined, so 
a coach in both those programs (usually the same 
coach) has the ability to work with those kids year 
around after school. 

Pretty nice luxury if you can get it. And while 
some coaches in team sports constantly wonder "what 
i f or "can I do this", I would venture to say the head 
scratching in that respect is less for a coach of a UIL 
individual sport. 

One area, however, continues to confuse some 
coaches in cross country. When can a junior high 
team or junior high athlete participate in a high 
school (freshman, junior varsity or varsity) cross 
country meet? 

Well, it really is pretty simple. Under no 
circumstance(s) can a junior high cross country team 
or individual compete in a high school varsity meet. 
If the meet director allows, a junior high team and 
individual may compete in a freshman or junior 
varsity division. And they may do for honors (i.e. 
team and individual awards). 

A junior high student, unless over aged, may not 
compete with your freshman or junior varsity team. 
Don't even think about adding the kid to the varsity 
squad. No if s, and's or but's. No way! 

What about allowing the junior high athlete to 
compete unattached in a school-sponsored varsity 
meet? Or any student in grades 7-12 for that matter. 
As that student's school coach, you have very little 
control where mom or dad take that kid to run. As the 
school sponsoring the meet, you have all the control 
in the world, and to allow anyone to compete unat
tached in a meet sponsored by a UIL school would be 
a violation of UIL rules. 

It happened in the Central Texas area last year 
and I'm sure it has occurred in other parts of the state. 

It has to stop. If mom and dad want to take their kid 
to run on a Saturday because the school does not have 
a meet scheduled that week, there are plenty of 
"other" road races to compete in. 

Let's change directions. The 1997 state cross 
country meet, after a school survey of the school's 
that participated the last two years in the state cham
pionships and staff discussion, will again be at Old 
Settlers Park in Round Rock Nov. 15. 

I know you are going to find this funny, but the 
coaches who were surveyed cited the same reasons 
both for or against keeping the meet in Round Rock. 
Some said it was not a spectator friendly course while 
others said it was. Some said it was too flat of a course 
while others said the course at Southwestern Univer
sity in Georgetown was too hilly. 

After all was said and done, by a small margin, 
the coaches indicated that Round Rock was the place 
they would like to return. From an administrative 
standpoint, we felt we could offer the schools and 
athletes a better meet at Round Rock. 

You are right, some improvements need to be 
made from last year's meet. We will work hard to 
make those changes. 

One rule change by the National Federation of 
the State High School Associations for the 1997-98 
school affects cross country. Providing liquid during a 
cross country meet is no longer considered an aid. 

Suggestion. Make sure the only individuals pro
viding that liquid during the race is a school coach, 
although the rule change is not specific that it has to 
be. The reason for that suggestion is what will happen 
when a mom or dad offers the liquid during the race 
and interferes with other tunners. All of the sudden, 
you and your team have a big problem. 

I think you get the picture. 

'High School Extra' 
begins sixth season 
Live show airs Friday at midnight 

Two new "High School Extra" 
Dodge vans began their journey through 
Texas in August as the crown jewel of 
FOX Sports Southwest's high school 
sports package began its sixth season 
on the air. With the goal of providing 
the most comprehensive, informative 
and entettaining program about high 
school sports in Texas, the "High 
School Extra" crew, headed by host 
Craig Way, hit the toads of Texas each 
week. The "High School Extra" vans 
travel to a new city every week to tape 
the half-hour program on location from 
different town landmarks. The new 
Dodge vans replace the previous "High 
School Extta" vehicle, which traveled 
over 140,000 miles on Texas highways 
in two and a half years. 

Each week, "High School Extra" 
will roam the state to profile the teams 
and players to watch this season. In 
addition to stories about the top teams 
and players, "The Extra" will also pro
vide interesting feature stories on teams, 
players and coaches throughout the 
season. 

'Some, of-the .stories, will be hu-. 

morous, others will reflect a serious and 
sometimes troubling side of the sport," 
said Way, dubbed Mr. High School 
Football in Texas for his vast knowl
edge of the prep scene. "It is the goal of 
'The Extra' to make them all informa
tive and entertaining." 

"High School Extra" airs Sundays 
at 11 a.m. 

Perhaps the only show more dedi
cated to immediate highlight coverage 
of football than "High School Extra" is 
"High School Extra Live," which be
gins its second season of Ftiday night 
shows with scores and highlights from 
games played that night. The show 
moves to the new FOX Sports South
west studios in Irving this fall, giving it 
the added technical capability to re
port more scores and air more high
lights. In its inaugural season last year, 
"High School Extra Live" reported be
tween 300-450 scores and showed 35-
40 highlight clips from just concluded 
games. 

"High School Extra Live" airs Fri-
daysat midnight, with the replay airing 

- Saturdays a t LO-a-tn. . . . 

Be aware of lightning; 
prepare to postpone game 

(Editor's Note: The following ar
ticle is an excerpt from an article from 
the National Severe Storms Labora
tory.] 

Lightning kills more people 
than tornadoes, hurricanes, floods 
or any other kind of bad weather. 
However, because lightning usually 
kills people one at a time, it tends to 
be underrated as a hazard. 

Coaches and officials involved 
in outdoor sports must be cognizant 
of weather conditions anH potential 
hazards. To ignore inclement 
weather is to invite catastrophe. 

During the 1996-97 school year, 
several youngsters were injured or 
killed due to lightning strikes during 
games and practices. Coaches who 
were too inflexible to alter the prac
tice schedule or unknowledgeable 
about weather-related hazards con
tinued practice sessions until light-
n ing struck and injured players. Cases 
of officials ignoring nearby light
ning to complete a game have led to 
player injuries and subsequent liti
gation. 
• Listen to a weather report. Be 

aware of the possibility of storms 
that may form or move into the 
area of the game. 
Review the rules to suspend the 
contest. Some state athletic/ac
tivity associations have weather-
related guidelines. Most rules 
codes have a suspended-play pro
cedure. 
Discuss the potential for thun
derstorms/lightning with the 
game site administrator. What 
plan will be utilized if lightning 
approaches? 
Know how long it will take to 
reach shelterfrom the player area. 
For a group activity, use a desig
nated spotter who will watch for 
lightning. 
Determine whether the storm is 
approaching your position (i.e., 
wind direction, etc.). 
Take action in ample time to 
avoid the lightning. 
If lightning is nearby, suspend 
play and direct participants to go 
inside a building normally occu
pied by the public or used as a 
personal residence. 
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CHAMPS 
Players from Weimar High School celebrate 
after winning the state championship in confer
ence 2A. Photo by Andy Christensen. 

1997 State Baseball Results 
Conference 5A 
Semfinals: Lubbock Monterey def. Sugar Land 
Clements 4-1; Round Rock def. Corpus Christi 
Moody 10-0. Finals: Round Rock def. Lubbock 
Monterey 7-1. 

Conference 4A 
Semifinals: Fort Worth Boswell def. Nederland 
7-3; Dallas Highland Park def. Austin 
McCallum 13-5. Finals: Fort Worth Boswell 
def. Dallas Highland Park 3-0. 

Conference 3A 
Semifinals: Hallettsville def. Lake Dallas 9-7; 
Castroville Medina Valley def. Abilene Wylie 4-
0. Finals: Hallettsville def. Castroville Medina 
Valley 6-3. 

Conference 2A 
Semifinals: Alto def. Coahoma 5-2; Weimar 
def. Gunter 12-6. Finals: Weimar def. Alto 9-2. 

Conference 1A 
Semifinals: Fayetteville def. Claude 11-1; 
Spurger def. Maud 4-3. Finals: Fayetteville 
def. Spurger 6-2. 

1997 State Softbal l Results 

Conference 5A 
Semfinals: Pasadena Dobie def. Richardson 
Berkner 4-3; Keller def. San Antonio Holmes 
10-1. Finals: Pasadena Dobie def. Keller 5-3. 

Conference 4A 
Semifinals: LaMarque def. Beeville Jones 6-0; 
Cedar Hill def. Andrews 5-2. Finals: LaMarque 
def. Cedar Hill 8-0. 

Conference 3A 
Semifinals: Breckenridge def. Mount Vernon 3-
0; Pollock Central def. Bellville 2-0. Finals: 
Pollok Central def. Breckenridge 2-0. 

Conference 2A 
Semifinals: Blooming Grove def. Grand Saline 
5-1; Hawley def. Shiner 2-1. Finals: Hawley 
def. Blooming Grove 5-0. 

Technology 

Texas Education Network 
trying to stay current 
By David Trussed 

Coordinator of Technology 

Government is slow - slow in developing 
new processes and in carrying out existing ones. 
Often government is laboriously, painfully slow, a 
lesson forced upon all citizens during countless 
hours spent waiting in line for a driver's license 
renewal. 

With that statement of the obvious in mind, 
it's hard not to see the irony in the ongoing 
changes at the Texas Education Network. When 
the Texas Legislature in 1989 mandated the cre
ation of a computer network to connect all public 
schools in the state, it seemed that for once 
government was at least up to speed, and perhaps 
even ahead of the game. Computers in the class
room had been a reality for years, but the real 
potential of large-scale network computing and 
electronic information sharing was only begin
ning to be explored. 

TENET's first boot-up came in May of 1991, 
with a text-based, bulletin-board style interface 
that was the standard at the time. Users dialed 
into the system through a network of modem 
pools scattered across the state. In three years, 
TENET's user base tripled. At about the same 
time, the explosive development of the World 
Wide Web began to quickly and efficiently render 
the TENET system obsolete. The Web tapped 
into the true power of the Internet, providing 
users with a friendly, graphical interface and pro
viding web site developers with a much more 
flexible, visual means of transmitting informa
tion. As a result, TENET officials were faced with 
having to completely redesign a system that had 
just been formed. 

If the wheels of government had turned at 
their usual pace and delayed the creation of TE
NET for a couple of years longer, it probably could 
have been a web-based system from the begin
ning. So much for the benefits of quick action. 

However, some quick reacting should keep 
TENET current. The old, text-based system will 
be phased out this fall in favor of the new web-
based TENET Plus. The new TENET web site 
came on-line in June, so it's likely that many users 
have already changed over to the new system. For 
those who haven't, here's a quick synopsis: 
• A specific date for the old system to go off-line 

has not been set, but it will happen by Dec. 31. 
TENET account-holders are encouraged to 
make the change as soon as possible in order to 
take full advantage of the new system. Visit the 
TENET web site for details on the conversion. 

• E-mail addresses will remain the same under 
TENET Plus. 

• TENET discussion groups will remain intact 
through a dedicated TENET news server. 

• Users will have to arrange for Internet access 
separately; the network of modem pools will 
no longer be available when the old system 
shuts down. Those who already have Web 
access at home or at school or both should be 
able to access TENET Plus using any reason
ably current browser and e-mail client. Those 
who do not already have an internet service 
provider can take advantage of a special ar-

|*«r i»n. ' ' ] |yh*')CMt ; j ; PwmHow") j M»>5«rmjj' P«»* " \f$^7t 

NeHtap*: TENET Uieb 

-Xuwipstar 

& Map 

Apply for 

temafi 

©TENIf^ 
i-*JBI 

N t « « « 

C*t«r -« 

Pppcrtunrtie* 
for Educators 

r^^S?:feL™.. 
~s^r 

ON THE WEB 
The Texas Education Network has converted 
from a text-based interface to a graphical 
user interface where users can navigate 
through the site with graphical icons. 

rangement with Southwestern Bell to receive 
internet services at a discounted rate of $8.95 
per month. Only TENET Plus account-hold
ers will be eligible for this rate, which compares 
favorably with the standard $20 per month 
charged by most ISP's. 

All these issues are discussed in much greater 
detail on the TENET web site at ht tp: / / 
www.tenet.edu/. The web site also provides an 
on-line application for users to convert an exist
ing account or establish a new one. As in the past, 
every educator in Texas is eligible for one free 
account. For those who have never used TENET 
before or are unsure about the new system, now is 
the time to try it out. Much of the site is still 
completely open as development and testing con
tinue. Over the next few weeks password protec
tion will be enabled so that only TENET Plus 
account-holders will be able to access certain 
parts of the site, including discussion groups. TE
NET is a valuable resource for educators in Texas, 
and the fact that the sys
tem is staying current 
with changing trends in 
Internet communication 
makes it all the more 
valuable. 

Another useful on
line resource for UIL 
coaches and coordinators 
is the UIL web site. Visit 
the UIL site to find sched
uling information for up
coming events (includ
ing Student Activities 
Conferences), to read ex
planat ions of rule 
changes and to access the 
Constitution and Contest 
Rules section by section. 
Over the next few 
months the UIL staff will 
be looking at ways to make the site more interac
tive, including making publications available for 
download and implementing on-line forms. As 
always, we welcome your input. Please e-mail 
suggestions to uiladmin@uts.cc.utexas.edu. (Per
haps you'll come up with a few ideas next time 
you're standing in line for that license renewal.) 

COME VISIT 
The UlL's web site, located at http:// 
www.utexas.edu/admin/uil/, is sometimes 
best way to access current information. 

http://
http://www.tenet.edu/
mailto:uiladmin@uts.cc.utexas.edu
http://
http://www.utexas.edu/admin/uil/
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Finance committee 
recommends 
fee increase 

For the first time in over two decade's, the fi
nance committee of the UIL Legislative Council has. 
approved an increase in the state organization event 
fee. Beginning with the 1997-1998 school term, the 
state organization event fee will be $ 10. The proceeds 
from this increase will be used to help offset the 
escalating costs of judge's fees and the expanded 
awards system that has been adopted at the state level 
of competition. 

This fee is paid at the region level by each band, 
choir, and orchestra that competes in a UIL concert 
and sight-reading contest. In addition, the fee is paid 
by each band participating in a region marching 
contest. Directors with questions regarding how and 
when this fee is collected are encouraged to contact 
their Region Executive Secretary. 

Music list due 
for change; 
committees 
to be appointed 

The current Prescribed Music List (PML) was 
adopted in 1995 and it will remain current through 
the 1998-1999 school term. While 1999 still seems 
only a faint glimmer in the distant future it is, never
theless, time to begin the revision process that will 
result in a new edition of the PML. The revised list 
will be adopted in the fall of 1999 and will then 
remain current through the year 2003. 

Perhaps there is no other project that offers a 
greater challenge to our profession than the determi
nation of what repertoire our students will study and 
perform as a part of the music curriculum of our public 
schools. The PML contains more than just "music for 
contest" since the repertoire prepared and performed 
at UIL events serves to mold our students' musical 
tastes and artistic standards. In addition, the content 
of the PML makes a very strong philosophical state

ment regarding the value 

In the next 90 days committees will be 
appointed in the performance areas of 
band, choir, and orchestra to oversee 

the creation of the new Prescribed 
Music List. 

Texas music educators 
place on the substance 
and depth of the music 
we share with our stu
dents. Consequently, this 
is a project that must be 
approached with uncom
promising standards and 

a commitment to music of the highest quality at every 
performance level and in every discipline. 

In the next 90 days committees will be ap
pointed in the performance areas of band, choir, and 
orchestra to oversee this monumental task. The com
mittee members will be appointed by the State Direc
tor of Music in close consultation with the elected 
leadership of the Texas Music Educators Association 
and the Association of Texas Small School Bands. 
Every effort will be made to establish a balance of 
representation that reflects the priorities of all classi
fications and geographic regions of the state. 

Directors who have an interest in making a 
contribution to this important project are encour
aged to contact their TMEA performance division 
vice-president or Richard Floyd, UIL State Director 
of Music. It will be the intent of the PML Committees 
to utilize the talent, experience and knowledge of 
music educators throughout Texas as the new edition 
of the PML takes shape over the next year and a half. 

HOT AND HUMID 
Playing "I Can See for Miles," one of the Connally High School band's contest songs, junior Reggie 
Trotter tries to stay comfortable despite summer heat and humidity. Photo by Bradley Wilson. 

Marching bands limited 
to eight hours of rehearsal 
New limitations apply to time outside school 

The revised "Eight-Hour Rule For Marching 
Band" as approved by the Legislative Council and the 
State Board of Education will be in effect for the 1997 
marching season. The rule reads as follows: 

A marching band and its auxiliary components 
are limited to a maximum of eight hours of rehearsal 
outside of the school day per calendar week during 
the school year. 

This limitation means that, in addition to the 
time allotted for rehearsal during the school day (see 
"Marching Band Periods" on Page 3 of the 1997-98 
TEA-UIL Side B;y Side) a band and its auxiliary 
components can rehearse a total of eight hours out
side of the school week during any calendar week. 

Questions and answers 
1. Does meeting, warming-up or doing a "run 

through" prior to an appearance at a football 
game count towards the 8 hours? 
No. 

2. Is it permissible to have a warm-up or rehearsal 
prior to a contest performance. 
Yes. A marching band and its auxiliary units are 
permitted to have a one hour rehearsal prior to 
any contest performance. This hour does not 
count towards the "eight hour rule." 

3. Does the drum line or color guard have any 
additional rehearsal time beyond the eight 
hours? 
No. The eight hours is cumulative for all compo
nents of the band and its auxiliaries. 

4- If a band does not use all of its eight hours in 
one week can the unused hours be "carried 
over" into the next calendar week. 
No. 

5. Do parades or other kinds of public perfor
mances count toward the eight hours? 
No. 

6. If the drum major or section leader calls an 
extra rehearsal for individuals or sections of 
the band will the extra rehearsal count toward 
the eight hours? 
Yes. 

7. How does the eight hour marching rehearsal 
rule affect students who are in more than one 
extracurricular activity? 
A student who is in more than one activity such 
as marching band and cross country, marching 
band and drama or marching band and jazz 
ensemble is permitted eight hours per activity. 
For example a student could rehearse eight hours 
during the calendar week with marching band 
and still be able to attend rehearsals or practices 
for another activity. 

8. Does voluntary practice for activities such as 
all district, all region or all state tryouts count 
toward the eight-hour limitation on marching 
band rehearsals. 
No. 

9. Does a drum line, color guard or other auxil
iary have additional rehearsal time beyond the 
eight hours of their are preparing for competi
tion other than marching contest. 
No. The eight hour rule is inclusive of all march
ing related activities during the marching sea
son. 

10. Does setup time, the movement of equipment 
to and from the field, etc. count as a part of the 
eight hours? 
Yes. 
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Few music rules revised; 
mostly minor changes 
B! 

Richard Floyd 
Music Director 

ecause of the high 
^degree of stabil
ity in the rules 

that govern UIL music 
competition, there are 
few rule revisions for 
1997-98. You will note 
that the majority of these 
changes will apply to 
marching band only. Re
member that each rule 
change was discussed by 
the TMEA/UIL Music 
Advisory Commit tee , 

reviewed by the Technical Advisory Committee, and 
then adopted by the UIL Legislative Council. All 
proposals were ultimately presented to the State 
Board of Education for final approval and are cur
rently in effect. 

Each rule change is referenced as it appears in 
the 1996-97 UIL Constitution and Contest Rules. 

Marching band 
Maximum length of UIL contest marching show 

reduced to eight minutes - Section 1105 (f): Beginning 
this fall the maximum length of each band's UIL 
contest show will be eight minutes while the mini
mum length of the contest performance remains at 
five minutes. A band that fails to complete its perfor
mance in eight minutes at the region contest will be 
penalized one rating. At the Area or State Contest, a 
band that fails to complete its performance in eight 
minutes will be disqualified. However the band does 
not have to be cleat of the field at the end of eight 
minutes. Read the next rule change. 

At the conclusion of the eight-minute performance 
time, a band has two minutes to exit the field. Section 
1105(3)(F): At the conclusion of its performance 
each band will have two minutes to exit the field and 
clear the marching surface of all equipment, instru
ments, and props. The use of instrumental or verbal 
cadence is optional. A band that fails to clear the field 
or continues to use instrumental ot verbal cadence at 
the end of the two minutes will be disqualified. 

This provision will make it possible for a band to 
hold its position at the end of its performance, enjoy 
the applause, and then leave the field with dignity. 

A marching band and its auxiliary components are 
now limited to a maximum of eight hours of rehearsal 
outside of the school day during any calendar week -
Section 1105(d): The "eight hour rule" now extends 
to include the weekend for marching bands and their 
auxiliary components such as drum line and color 
guard. Thus a marching band cannot rehearse more 
than eight hours outside of the school day during any 
calendar week. A band, for example, that rehearses 
from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. on Monday through Thursday 
cannot schedule any additional rehearsal until the 
following Monday. On the other hand a band that 
rehearses only one hour a day aftet school Monday 
through Thursday for a total of four hours would be 
entitled to an additional four hours of rehearsal on 
Friday or during the weekend. The actual schedule 
will be left to the discretion of the band director and 
the local school administration. (A collection of the 
most commonly asked questions regarding the eight-
hour rule with appropriate answers appears on page 
18.) 

One band per five participants at the area marching 
band contest may advance to the state marching band 
contest - SECTION 1106(j): Each area contest with 

15 or more bands will be permitted to advance one 
band pet five entries to the State Marching Band 
Contest. An atea contest with at least 20 bands would 
be entitled to advance four bands to state. If thete are 
25 competing bands the area would be allowed to 
send five bands to state. The minimum number of 
bands to be certified remains two. Thus an atea with 
fewer than 15 bands in a conference would still 
automatically certify two bands for advancement to 
state. 

Use of balloons 
The use of balloons at all UIL events is prohibited -

Section 1105(i), Section 1106(1) andSectionl 107(i): 
The use of balloons by participants or spectators at 
UIL matching competitions is prohibited. This re
striction is being implemented solely as a matter of 
ecology and litter control. There is increasing evi
dence that balloons cteate debtis that can be ingested 
by fowls or fish resulting in illness ot death. 

Vocal sight-reading 
New vocal sight-reading procedure adopted state

wide- Section 1111(g): The vocal sight-teading pro
cedure developed through a three year study and pilot 
project has now been adopted statewide. The proce
dure is essentially the same as in the past except for 
the fact that both teadings are to be done a cappella. 
The difficulty of the sight-teading music has been 
adjusted to accommodate this new procedure. 

Judges 
Judges honorarium increased - Section 1112(a): 

The judge's honorarium for UIL music contests has 
been raised. The maximum honorarium for organiza
tion events has been increased to $160 per day plus 
$20 for each hour over a scheduled eight hour day. 
Solo and ensemble judges will now receive a maxi
mum of $125 per day plus $15 for each hour over a 
scheduled eight hour day. 

TSSEC medium ensemble 
Suspension of medium ensemble events at TSSEC-

Section 1114: The medium ensemble contest will 
continue to be a patt of the Region Solo and En
semble Contest; however, again this year medium 
ensembles will not advance to TSSEC. The issue of 
reinstating the medium ensemble as a state level 
event is currently under review. Watch the Leaguer 
for updates. 

Be mindful of the fact that, while extracurricular 
in nature, music contest programs are curricular-
based and are intended to evaluate the established 
Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) for 
Music. Consequently, the sole purpose of the contest 
rules and regulations for our music programs is to 
provide the best and most equitable kinds of educa
tional competition for our students within the frame
work of the total educational mission of our schools. 
As the new school term begins it would be wise to 
review the entire Music Contest Plan as well as the 
UIL-TEA Side-by-Side in order to minimize the po
tential for problems or misunderstandings as the year 
progresses. The better we understand the'guidelines 
undet which we opetate, the more successful we will 
be in providing rewarding and problem-free perfor
mance opportunities for our students. Questions con
cerning any facet of the music contest program in 
Texas may be addressed to the UIL State Music 
Director by phone at (512) 471-5883 ot via the 
Internet at uilmusic@uts.cc.utexas.edu. 

Artists explore 
creative potential 
By Debra J. Woodard 

When adults reminisce about the "good old 
days" in high school, only rarely do theit fond memo
ries involve math problems or research papers or 
Civil War battles. More likely, the events and the 
people that positively shaped and coloted their lives 
are associated with participation in extracurricular 
activities. And, of all the activities available to stu
dents, none are more valuable in nurturing tomorrow's 
generation of responsible adults than performing 
arts. Participation in band, chorus, speech team, and 
theatre helps students cultivate self-discipline, de
velop self-confidence, and improve communication 
skills—invaluable qualities for forming strong rela
tionships and achieving success- in virtually any ca
reer. 

While mastering both the process and the final 
product of marching in a band or singing in a concert 
or acting in a play, students explote and refine theit 
own creative potential; they engage in problem-
solving and teamwork; 

A NICE QUIET 
SPOT 
During the Texas State 
Solo and Ensemble 
Contest, violinist 
Rosanne Rackley of 
Harlingen South HS 
practices in the 
bushes outside the 
music building on the 
UT-Austin campus. 
Approximately 18 ,000 
musicians competed in 
the two-day contest 
held both at UT-Austin 
and Southwest Texas 
State University in San 
Marcos. Some 3 , 8 0 0 
events received a first-
or second-division 
rating and 2 0 3 were 
named Outstanding 
Performers. Photo by 
Bobby Hawthorne. 

they practice logical rea
soning and make value 
judgments; they learn to 
communicate with con
fidence, gain cultural 
awareness, and experi
ence unique opportuni
ties for self-expression. 
Performing arts activities 
are character building; 
participants learn how to 
win—and lose—and how 
to both practice and appreciate good sportsmanship. 

Equally important, students in performing arts 
activities come in contact with adults who are posi
tive role models—directors and coaches and conduc
tors who love what they do and who are willing to 
give extra time after school and on weekends to share 
their training and expertise, to provide opportunities 
where student creativity can flourish. 

Performing arts activities are not only valuable 
in and of themselves, but they form a bridge to the 
future, connecting today's students to the world of 
the 21st century—a world where self-esteem and self-
discipline, creativity and strong communication skills, 
will be highly valued. Performing arts participants 
will be a step ahead in confidently taking their place 
in that world. 

Woodard is Director of Performing Arts at Warren 
Township High School in Gumee, Illinois 

Of all the activities available to 
students, none are more 
valuable in nurturing 
tomorrow's generation of 
responsible adults than 
performing arts. 

mailto:uilmusic@uts.cc.utexas.edu
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SPELLING. AND VOCABULARY 
Correction to the UIL spelling list: 

• chamois should be listed as 
chamois, chammy, shammy; 

• champagne should be 
champagne (C); and 

• plimsoll (P) should be 
plimsoll (P), plimsol, 
plimsole. 

TEAM TENNIS 
The dates for the regional tennis 
tournaments were incorrectly stated 
in the Tennis Team Manual on page 
14. The tournaments will be Oct. 31 
- Nov. 1. 

MUSIC MEMORY 
The Music Memory Bulletin Bass 
Clef Book contains the only official 
list for the 1997-98 school year. 

ART CONTEST 
The official list for the 1997-98 Art 
Contest for grades 4 and 5 is found 
on page 6 of the Art Smart Bulletin 
for1997-1998 and1998-1989. The 
official list in the Art Smart Bulletin 
is the final authority. This is the first 
year for the art selections. 

SPELLING 
Students in grades 3-4, 5-6 and 7-8 
will be responsible for spelling words 
contained in the A+ Spelling List for 
1997-98. The authority for all words 
is Merriam Webster's Collegiate Dic
tionary, Tenth Edition. It is important 
to have the most current spelling 
list. Significant revisions of the old 
list have been made. 

DICTIONARY SKILLS 
The official dictionary for the 1997-
98 school year will be the Merriam 
Webster's Collegiate Dictionary, 
Tenth Edition lor grades 5-8. 

MAPS, GRAPHS AND CHARTS 
Nystrom<800/621-8086)will be the 
provider of the official atlas for the 
1997-98 Maps, Graphs and Charts 
contest in grades 5,6,7 and 8. An
swers to test questions can be found 
in the Nystrom Desk Atlas. 

WOODSBORO HIGH SCHOOL 
The District 31 AA Executive Com
mittee issued a public reprimand to 
Woodsboro High School for a second 
violation of eligibility rules. 

DIBOLL ISD 
The District 20 AAA Executive Com
mittee issued a public reprimand to 
Diboll ISD and put the Diboll High 
School track program on probation 
through the 1997-98 school year, 
for a sportsmanship violation. As a 
condition of the probation, Diboll 
ISD must bar two parents from all 
District 20 AAA athletic events for 
the 1997-98 school year. 

AUSTIN CROCKETT HS 
The State Executive Committee 
issued a public reprimand to Austin 
Crockett High School for inappropri
ate interaction with a game official 
by a student representative in soccer. 

EL PASO YSLETA ISD 
The State Executive Committee is
sued the following penalties to El 
Paso Ysleta ISD personnel: public 
reprimand with probation through 
June 3,1998 to Lou James, Armando 
Hernandez, and Lou James, Jr., of El 
Paso Parkland High School, to Hec
tor Pacheco of El Paso Ysleta High 
School, and to Joe Ochoa of Pasodale 
Middle School, for unsportsmanlike 
conduct and violations of the Ath
letic Code. The committee also is
sued a public reprimand to El Paso 
Parkland High School for lack of 
institutional control and direction to 
the football staff. 

SAN ANTONIO LEE HS 
The State Executive Committee is
sued a public reprimand with proba
tion through June 3, 1999 to Mr. 
John Adkins, San Antonio Lee High 
School, for allowing ineligible stu
dents to participate. 

ACADEMY HS 
The State Executive Committee is
sued a public reprimand to Mr. 
Michael A. Gonzales, Academy High 
School, and placed him on proba
tion through June 3,1998. The State 
Executive Committee also issued 
public reprimands to Academy High 
School, Santa Gertrudis ISD and 
Driscoll ISD, for recruiting violations. 

LEAGUE CITY CLEAR CREEK HS 
The State Executive Committee is
sued a public reprimand to Mr. Mike 
Kerley, League City Clear Creek High 
School, placed him on probation 
through June 3, 1999, and sus
pended him from the first track meet 
of the 1997-98 school year for an 
allowing ineligible student to partici
pate. 

The State Executive Committee af
firmed the penalty of public repri
mand, probation through June 3, 
1998, and a one game suspension 
to Mr. Chris Floyd, League City Clear 
Creek High School, for physical con
tact with a game official. . 

LITTLEFIELD HS 
The State Executive Committee af
firmed the penalty of public repri
mand and one year probation to Mr. 
Herb Rios, Littlefield High School. 

PORT ARTHUR JEFFERSON HS 
The State Executive Committee is
sued a public reprimand to Mr. David 
Vince, Port Arthur Jefferson High 
School, put him on probation for two 
years, and suspended him from the 
first two baseball games of the 1997-
98 season for being ejected twice in 
one season. 

GRANGER ISD 
The State Executive Committee is
sued a public reprimand to Mr. John 
Valastro and Mr. Royce Gregory, 
Granger ISD, and put them both on 
probation for one year for violations 
of the Athletic Code. 

Distribution rights 
The UIL mails 15 issues of The Leaguerto every public 
high school in Texas. Too often, they all end up in the 
field house. Vital information regarding every UIL activ
ity is contained in The Leaguer. Please distribute these 
to coaches and sponsors of all UIL activities, and ask 
them to pass their copy around. Recommended 
distribution includes the following. 

Principal • 
Librarian 
Academic Coordinator 
Yearbook/Newspaper Adviser 
Speech Director 
Band Director 
Choir Director 
One-Act Play Director 

Volleyball Coach 
Baseball Coach 
Girls Basketball Coach 
Boys Basketball Coach 
Football Coach 
Girls Track Coach 
Boys Track Coach 

The State Executive Committee is
sued a public reprimand to Granger 
ISD with one year probation stipulat
ing the administration must file a 
plan of compliance with the UIL by 
July 15, 1997. 

SOCCER RULE ERROR 
Rule 12, Section 7, Article 2 of the 
Soccer Rule Book should state: Art. 
2...A goalkeeper shall not intention
ally parry the ball and then take 
possession or control of it with his/ 
her hands before it has been played 
[or touched] by another player [of 
the same team outside the penalty 
area or an opposing player either 
inside or outside the penalty area.] 
This restriction shall not include 
those situations in which the ball 
accidentally rebounds from the goal
keeper making a save or play." 
The words in brackets [ ] must be 
added to page 33 and page 44. 

HEMPHILL ISD 
The State Executive Committee is
sued a public reprimand to Hemphill 
High School and to Mr. Matt Brackin, 
former band director, for violation of 
music regulations and falsification 
of records. Mr. Brackin was placed 
on probation through November 8, 
1998, the maximum probationary 
period. 

AUBREY HS 
The State Executive Committee is
sued a public reprimand to Mr. Patrick 
Harvell, Aubrey High School, put him 
on probation through Feb. 14,1998, 
and suspended him from the first 
two home basketball games of the 
1996-97 school year for violating 
the Athletic Code. 

MATHIS HS 
The State Executive Committee is
sued a public reprimand to Mr. Bill 
Bryant for violation of UIL practice 
rules and put him on probation 
through Feb. 14, 1998. 

LITERARY CRITICISM 
The official source for handbook test 
items will be the ©1996 seventh 
edition of A Handbook to Literature 
by William Harmon and C. Hugh 
Holman, from Prentice Hall Publish
ing Co. 

HOUSTON LAMAR HS 
The State Executive Committee sus
pended Mr. Victor Agyilar, formerly 
of Houston Lamar High School, from 
all UIL activities through August 21 , 
1999, forviolation of eligibility rules. 

DALLAS HOOD MS 
The State Executive Committee is
sued a public reprimand to Mr. Max 
Tunnell, Dallas Hood Middle School, 
and placed him on probation through 
Aug. 21,1998, for violation of music 
regulations (Section 1110). 

SAN AUGUSTINE HS 
The District 20 AAA Executive Com
mittee issued a public reprimand to 
San Augustine High School and put 

the football program on probation 
through the 1997-98 school year for 
violation of the Athletic Code. 

BASTROP HS 
The State Executive Committee is
sued a public reprimand to Mr. Willie 
Brown, Bastrop High School, sus
pended him for the remainder of the 
1996-97 basketball season, and put 
him on probation through Jan. 2 1 , 
1999, for verbal and physical abuse 
of a game official. 

WESLACO HS 
The State Executive Committee is
sued a public reprimand to Weslaco 
High School and put the school on 
probation through Jan. 2 1 , 1998, 
finding that a fan of Weslaco had 
abused a game official during and 
after a basketball game. 

BROWNFIELD HS 
The State Executive Committee is
sued a public reprimand to Brownfield 
High School and put the school on 
probation through Jan. 2 1 , 1998, 
finding that a fan of Brownfield had 
touched an official during a basket
ball game. 

SEALY & GEORGE WEST HS 
The State Executive Committee is
sued a public reprimand to Sealy 
High School and to George West 
High School and put the schools on 
probation through Jan. 2 1 , 1998, 
for violation of the athletic code. 

ENNIS ISD 
The State Executive Committee is
sued a public reprimand to Ennis 
ISD and placed the school district on 
probation through Jan. 2 1 , 1998, 
finding that a student participant 
abused a game official during a bas
ketball game. The committee also 
put the student on probation through 
Jan. 2 1 , 2000. 

SINTON HS 
The State Executive Committee sus
pended Sinton High school basket
ball coach Ms. Lucille Trosclair from 
coaching all UIL activities through 
the remainder of the 1996-97 school 
year, issued a public reprimand to 
her, and placed her on probation 
through Jan. 2 1 , 1999, for know
ingly allowing an ineligible player to 
participate. 

GARLAND HS 
The State Executive Committee is
sued a public reprimand to Garland 
High School and put the school on 
probation in basketball through Jan. 
21 , 1999, finding that a student 
participant, after being ejected from 
a basketball game for unsportsman
like behavior, swung at a game offi
cial. 

FT. WORTH 
EASTERN HILLS HS 
The State Executive Committee sus
pended former Fort Worth Eastern 
Hills High School choral director Ms. 
Marietta Miller from sponsoring any 

UIL activity through Jan. 2 1 , 2000, 
for knowingly allowing ineligible stu
dents to participate in UIL competi
tion. 

DALLAS LINCOLN HS 
& HOUSTON WHEATLEY HS 
The State Executive Committee is
sued a public reprimand to Dallas 
Lincoln High School and Houston 
Wheatley High School and put both 
schools on probation through Jan. 
2 1 , 1998, for violation of the ath
letic code when a fight erupted be
tween both teams at a basketball 
game. The committee also required 
both schools to forfeit the contest. 
They also issued a public reprimand 
to Dallas Lincoln coach Mr. Robert 
Allen and Houston Wheatley Coach 
Mr. Jackie Carr. 

WYLIE ISD 
The District 12AAAA Executive Com
mittee issued a public reprimand to 
Wylie ISD and put Wylie High School 
on probation through the 1997-98 
basketball season, forfailingto have 
a uniformed police officer present at 
a district basketball game. The com
mittee also issued a public repri
mand to Quinland ISD and put Quinlin 
High School on probation for all UIL 
athletic activities for lack of fan con
trol. In addition, they banned a 
Quinlan fan from attending all UIL 
athletic activities involving District 
12 AAAA schools through the 1997-
98 school year. They issued a repri
mand to all Wylie and Quinlan stu
dent representatives who were in
volved in a fight, and put them on 
probation through the 1997-98 
school year. They issued a repri
mand to the players from both 
schools who were on the floor but 
not involved in the fight. 

BARBERS HILL ISD 
The District 2 2 AAA Executive Com
mit tee issued a pubUc reprimand to 
Barber's Hill ISD for unsportsman
like conduct of fans after a basket
ball game. In addition they banned 
three Barber's Hill fans from attend
ing any Barber's Hill athletic activi
ties through the 1997-98 school 
year. 

WHARTON HS 
The State Executive Committee is
sued a public reprimand to Mr. Joe 
Pantalone, basketball coach, 
Wharton High School, suspended 
him from the first two district bas
ketball games of the 1997-98 sea
son, and placed him on probation 
through the 1998-99 school year, 
for verbal abuse of a game official. 

SAN ANTONIO JAY HS 
The State Executive Committee is
sued a public reprimand to Michael 
Floyd, basketball coach, San Anto
nio Jay High School, and placed him 
on probation through Feb. 19,1998, 
for violation of the 60-minute prac
tice rule. 

CEDAR HILL HS 
The State Executive Committee 
placed Cedar Hill High School on 
probation through Feb. 19, 1998, 
forviolation of.Section 1209 (f) and 
(g), and commended the school for 
the prompt action taken. In addition, 
Ms. Maria Schell, Softball coach, 
was suspended from coaching all 
UIL activities for the remainder of 
the 1996-97 school year. 

HOUSTON LANGHAM CREEK HS 
The State Executive Committee 
placed Houston Langham Creek High 
School on probation through Feb. 
19,1998, and suspended a student 
representative of the school from all 
UIL activities for the remainder of 
the 1996-97 school year for verbal 
and physical abuse of a game offi
cial. 

MONAHANS HS 
The State Executive Committee is
sued a public reprimand to Martina 
Carrilio, volleyball coach, Monahans 
High School, and placed her on pro
bation through Feb. 19, 1999, for 
violation of coaching restrictions. 

EASTLAND HS 
The State Executive Committee 
barred a fan of Eastland High School 
from attending any UIL activities 
through the first two home basket
ball games of the 1997-98 school 
year for verbal abuse and threats 
against game officials. The commit
tee also commended Eastland ISD 
and Ballinger ISD forthe swift action 
taken in the situation. 

DALLAS PINKSTON HS 
The State Executive Committee is
sued a public reprimand to Dallas 
Pinkston High School, placed the 
school on probation through Feb. 
19,1998, and suspended a student 
representative of the school from all 
UU_ acXWWies t n r o u g n Vte Vw«v ^\MO 
basketball games of the 1997-98 
school year. 

HEREFORD HS 
The State Executive Committee is
sued a public reprimand to Eddie 
Fortenberry, girls' basketball coach, 
Hereford High School, and placed 
him on probation through Feb. 19, 
1998, for violation of the holiday 
restriction, in addition, Hereford ISD 
is to submit a plan to the UIL de
scribing what action will be taken to 
prevent similar incidents from oc
curring in the future. 

ASPERMONT HS 
The State Executive Committee is
sued a public reprimand to 
Aspermont High School and placed 
the school on probation through Feb. 
19, 1998, for physical contact of a 
game official by a fan of the school. 


