
A league of their own 
Opportunities for female athletes expanded 

• In addition to allowing girls 
to try out for boys football, the 
Legislative Council approved a 
girls1 softball playoff structure 

Girls' fast-pitch softball as a championship 
sport is a reality, and girls can now play high school 
football, the result of action taken at the 52nd 
annual Legislative Council meeting in Austin last 
month. 

Approved by a unanimous vote by the Leg
islative Council, the amendment to the girls' 
softball plan adds a state playoff system to be 
implemented this spring. The plan calls for eight 
regions, with each regional champion advancing 
to the state tournament in Austin in May. 

Advocates of girls' fast-pitch softball have 
pushed for three years for the change. Some 160 
schools responded to a UIL survey and expressed 
an interest in playing softball this spring. 

While a girl has been permitted to play football 
at the middle and junior high level at UIL member 
schools for the last six years, the opportunity did 
not exist at the high school level. That is no longer 
the case. 

The amendment, approved by a 16-4 vote, 
allows girls an opportunity to try out for their high 
school football teams beginning next season. 

I t is important to keep in mind that girls are 
not guaranteed places on teams, but rather op

portunities to try out for teams," Dr. Bill Farney, 
UIL athletic director, said. "If selected, they may 
participate on their teams." 

An emergency provision was passed in 1948 
preventing girls from playing high school football 
when a girl in the panhandle town of Stinnett 
played guard in a varsity game. 

Texas is now one of 42 states in the nation 
that allow girls to play high school football. 

CENTRAL FOOTBALL SITE 

With the opposition of the Texas High School 
Coaches Association and the Texas Athletic Di
rectors Association, the central site state football 
championship concept was rejected, 16-4. 

Council members said they were concerned 
that schools would lose the ability to make local" 
decisions concerning a school activity, and that 
5A schools have been surveyed for several years 
without an affirmative opinion. 

The girls softball and girls football amend
ments require State Board of Education approval 
before going into effect 

In other action, the Council approved 
amendments, which if approved by the State Board 
of Education will go into effect August 1, 1993, 
and which: 

• allow August football practice to begin five 
days earlier. Practice usually begins on the second 
Monday in August for all schools except 5A that 
have spring practice. 

• allow schools an additional weekend of 

volleyball scrimmages. 
• allow students to participate in eight 

cross country, swimming and tennis/ team tennis 
meets. 

• allow students to represent their school 
in team tennis competition after the state meet 
if they have not participated in eight meets. 

• prohibit foreign exchange students who 
have national rankings from receiving waivers. 

The Council also approved amendments 
which go into effect immediately, pending SBOE 
approval, and which: 

• reduce the minimum penalty for off
season infractions from four games to two. 
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in Austin. 

• allow juniors to accept NCAA-allowable 
passes to collegiate activities. For example, a junior 
football player could accept a free pass from a univer
sity to watch that school play football. The visit 
must be self-financed and will not count against the 
five official trips recruits are allowed 

OTHER COUNCIL ACTION 

In action that does not require SBOE approval, 
the Council approved: 

• creation of an ad hoc committee to formulate 
a recommendation regarding the coaches' auto
matic penalty of public reprimand and one-year 
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Denius Awards presented to 10 outstanding coaches 
Second year grants highlights contributions of sponsors 
to UIL academic, athletic and fine arts competitions 

Ten University lnterscholastk League (UIL) 
sponsors in extracurricular activities, four in aca
demics, three in athletics and three in fine arts, 
have been selected as winners of the 1992 Denius-
UIL Sponsor Excellence Award, UIL Director Dr. 
Bailey Marshall announced today. 

A panel of judges selected the 10 winners 
from a field of 89 nominees submitted by school 
principals and superintendents from across the 
state. The 10 winners will each receive a $1,000 
check from the UIL 

In its second year, the Denius-UIL Sponsor 
Excellence Award seeks to highlight the contri
bution of sponsors to UIL scholastic competition. 
The award was created to identify and recognize 
outstanding sponsors who assist students in de
veloping and refining their extracurricular talents 
to the highest degree possible within the educa
tional system while helping them to keep their 
personal worth separate from their success or failure 
in competition. 

. The winners of the award are Rachel Mattox, 
one-act play (OAP) director at Katy Taylor High 
School; Larry Wisdom, one-act play director at 

Mineola High School; Marty White, choir direc
tor at Lakeview Centennial High School; Erminie 
Minard, number sense, calculator and science 
sponsor at Alvin High School; Dwight Mutschler, 
speech and debate sponsor at Austwell-Tivoli 
High School; James Anderson, number sense, 
calculator and current issues and events sponsor at 
San Antonio Roosevelt High School; Brenda 
Gardner, journalism and current issues and events 
sponsor at Devine High School; Tonna Duke, 
cross country and track and field coach at 
Richardson High School; Bruce Land, athletic 
director and head football coach at Dallas Wilson 
High School; and Billy Evans, volleyball, girls' 
basketball and girls' track and field coach at Jcwett 
Leon High School. 

RACHEL MATTOX 

Mattox has been the one-act play director at 
Katy Taylor since 1980 and also sponsor of the 
International Thespian Society Troupe 311 for 
the same time period. Since starting the theatre 
department at Katy Taylor in 1980, Mattox has 
guided the school to the OAP state meet six times, 

winning state twice and second twice also. In 
that same time span, Katy Taylor has qualified 
for the regional meet nine times. 

LARRY WISDOM 

Wisdom took a speech and theatre program 
that was faltering 15 years ago and in his first year 
guided Mineola High School to a district title in 
one-act play. Wisdom's second year, Mineola 
advanced to the first of nine state meet OAP 
appearances. Since 1987, Mineola High School 
has won five consecutive state titles in one-act 
play with performances of AMADEUS, MAN 
OF LA MANCHA, AND PEOPLE ALL 
AROUND, THE MAN WHO NEVER DIED, 
and SPARKS FLY UPWARD. Wisdom's stu
dents have won 42 straight First Place Sweepstake 
Awards in speech and drama tournaments and 
festivals, competing against 3A, 4A and 5A 
schools. 

MARTY WHITE 

White has guided a choir program that 
grew from 56 students in 1976 to 236 students 
involving five choirs and a pop group. For the 
past five years, Lakeview Centennial has received 
Sweepstakes status at UIL evaluations. In solo 

and ensemble competition in 1992, Lakeview Cen
tennial had 86 students participate with 83 receiving 
a rating of I and the remaining three being awarded 
a rating of II. 

ERMINIE MINARD 

For 17 years Minard has been the sponsor, of 
number sense at Alvin High School and the last 12 
years she has also coached calculator and science 
competitions. In addition, Minard has been the UIL 
academic coordinator since 1981. Minard has had a 
number sense student advance from district to re
gional competition every year for 17 years and the 
same in calculator for the past 12 years with the 
exception of 1990. In 1984, Minard coached state 
champions in number sense and calculator. 

DWIGHT MUTSCHLER 

For the past 19 years, Mutschler .has been the 
sponsor for speech and debate and the past year also 
coached current issues and events. For 18 consecutive 
years, Austwell-Tivoli has won the district team 
debate championship and the last seven years has 
also captured the Lincoln-Douglas debate district 
crown. Four times Austwell-Tivoli cross«xamina-
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