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YOU'LL BE HEARING FROM THEM—The 100-piece Austin 
High School Band will present the annual Clinic By Air in a broad
cast over the Texas State Network March 21, at 2:30 p.m. Band 
directors are now sending in requests for contest pieces which they 
want the AA-1 ranking band to perform. Adjudication blanks for 

the use of individual bands in judging the performance of the 
Maroon Band will be sent out from the League Office. This year's 
demonstration organization has received Special Awards every year 
in competition. Weldon Covington is the Director; Pete Wiley is 
Assistant Director. 

Hard Work, City Support Needed 
To Build Music Program in School 

By HOMER A. ANDERSON 

Instrumental Music Director 

San Angelo Public Schools 

The Department of Instru
mental Music was added to the 
curriculum of the San Angelo 
High School 15 years ago in 
1934. At first, one period per 
day waa allotted to music instruc
tion. The band director kept 
study hall for the other five per
iods. The music, instrument re
pair and instrument budget for 
that year (1934-35) was $35. We 
bought a pair of cymbals with 
the $35. 

The band was made up of 13 
enterprising and determined boys. 
With the ability to ge t through 
three or four of Bennett's mar
ches and the school song, the 
band played for all of the foot
ball games. Any progress was a 
definite improvement. So great 
was the need for improvement 
that even the man-on-the-street 
noticed and approved the band's 
progress. As the band grew and 
undertook a more and more am
bitious program, the public was 
delighted and proud and the ac
tivities of the organization were 
news items. The organization be
came more and more popular with 
the townspeople and the school 
administration. However, the in
strumentation was still only cor
nets, clarinets, trombones, bari
tones, saxophones, drums and 
bass. The problem was to secure 
some reasonable facsimile of a 
band instrumentation. 

The director felt that the school 
should own such instruments as 
alto and bass clarinets, oboes, 

EVALUATION OF JUDGES 

The State Executive Committee 
has made immediately effective a 
ruling which prohibits the State 
Office from "recognizing or pub
lishing any rating received by a 
band, orchestra, string orchestra, 
or choral group in a Regional 
Competition-Festival unless the 
completed evaluation blanks on 
the judges, signed by the partici
pating director, are on file in the 
State Office." 

• 
NUMBER CORRECTED 

Rule 14 in the Spelling and 
Plain Writing Contest, Constitu
tion and Rules, states in part: 
"The Publication referred to in 
these rules as 'The Spelling List' 
is The University of Texas Bulle
tin No. 4817, and is entitled 'Word 
List for the Interscholastic League 
Spelling Contest." The correct 
number of this bulletin is No. 4917, 
and should be changed accordingly. 

* * * 
Amherst Suspended: 

Amherst has been suspended in foot
ball for the 1950 aeason because of 
mistreatment of game officials in the 
Amherst-Olton game on Sept. 23, 1949. 

* * * 
Official Basketball 

The official basketball for the State 
basketball tournament in Austin and the 
City Conference basketball tournament 
in Fort Worth for the 1949-50 season 
will be the Goldsmith Lasbilt ball No. 
XI0L. 

» * • 
Lewisville Suspended 

Lewisville has been suspended in bas
ketball for the 1949-50 season for failure 
to file baisketball season report for the 
1948-49 eeason. The District 35, Region 
III-B roster -will now include Era, Krum, 
Northwest High of Justin, Pilot Point, 
Ponder, Sanger, and Valley View. 

* * * 
Maypearl High Suspended 

Maypearl High School was suspended 
in basketball for the 1949-50 school term 
for failure to pay league membership 
fees and failure to file a season report 
giving the names of the basketball 
players for the 194S-49 season. 

bassoons, French horns, etc., be
fore the band was uniformed by 
the school. So band members 
bought their own corduroy uni
forms, which served until 1937, 
when the school bought its first 
uniforms. 

The band multiplied in mem
bership and equipment, and by 
1936-37 divided into junior and 
senior school bands. As the band 
program seemed nearly estab
lished, an orchestra was organized 
with three violins, two C-melody 
saxophones and a piano. Begin
ning string classes were organized 
after school for the seventh 
through tenth grades. As soon as 
possible these students were 
pushed into the orchestra, and as 
the orchestra membership grew 
in size and proficiency, it too was 
divided into a junior and senior 
high organizations. 

To improve the junior high band 
and orchestra, beginning classes 
were organized after school for 
the sixth • grade students. These 
met twice a week, but they made 
smoother the road to musician
ship and membership in the junior 
units. 

In 1941, a second teacher was 
added to the instrumental music 

department and for the first time 
in San Angelo band and orchestra 
were taught in the elementary 
schools for the sixth grade stu
dents. War interrupted this pro
gram until 1947, when two instru
mental music teachers were ad
ded, making an instrumental staff 
of three. The building of a second 
junior high in 1949 required the 
addition of a fourth instrumental 
music teacher to the department. 

In comparison with the modest 
beginning of 1934, the school 
year 1949-50 finds bands and or
chestras in seven of San Angelo's 
eight elementary schools... Both 
Junior highs have advanced and 
beginning bands and orchestras, 
and the senior high school has a 
very complete program in band 
and orchestra, as well as solo 
and ensemble playing. Now 517 
(compared with 13 in 1934) stu
dents are enrolled in instrumental 
music. 

In 1934 the school auditorium 
or gymnasium was "good enough" 
for band practice sessions. Then 
in 1937 a wooden shack band hall 
was obtained. It was with a great 
deal of pride and pleasure that 

(Cont. on P. 2, Col. 3) 

Administrator Lauds Music's 
Values to School, Community 

By SUPT. LEE JOHNSON 
Phillips School District 

The vocal and instrumental mu
sic program of Texas schools has 
grown at a phenomenal pace since 
the close of the war. This trend 
can be attributed to a well-direc
ted and motivated program of mu
sic. The development of such a 
program, however, has resulted 
from a wider recognition among 
educators of the values to a school 
system and its community of a 
well-balanced music plan. 

There is still much need for 
growth. Many systems have not 
fully realised the potentialities 
offered by music programs. It is 
hoped that the discussion, here of 
values offered to a school and its 
community, may result in still fur
ther growth of the interest in 
music. 

One element which has pushed 
the music program has been the de
velopment of emphasis on "gen
eral education." Since the war, 
administrators, staff members, and 
members of boards of education 
have concentrated their attention 
on providing a broad and diver
sified curriculum that would meet 
the needs, interests, aptitudes, and 
abilities of all students. Adminis
trators in Texas are fast recogniz
ing that the music program pro
vides a variety of agreeable and 
unexpected experiences to the stu
dent, and fits in with the over-all 
program of general education. 

If our public schools of Texas 
are becoming increasingly re
sponsive to Democratic proce
dures; if they are providing the 
rich experiences needed by stu
dents ,it is because our schools are 
becoming increasingly aware of the 
part music plays in shaping pro
grams to that end. Vocal and in
strumental music take a very pro
minent contribution to the high 
aims of democratic living. The 
worthwhileness of a well-rounded 
music program has been recog
nized for years, but the actual in
auguration of a full program has 
not been effected, generally speak
ing. As the music program has de
veloped, there have been of neces
sity many changes in emphasis and 

LEE JOHNSON — Superinten
dent of the Phillips Independent 
School District, Phillips. Johnson 
is a member of the Interscholas
tic League Advisory Council, and 
is recognized as an outstanding 
educator and administrator. Now 
representing Region I, Confer
ence A on the League Council, 
he has a long record of work 
with the League and with school 
music programs. 

elimination of practices which 
proved unfruitful. The whole 
scheme of education has became 
more integrated and much more 
flexible. 

Music is one of the natural 
means of a child's expression. 
Given opportunity, children will 
create their expression freely and 
spontaneously in song, dance, and 
rhythm. The program must be 
planned to give a background of 
rich and varied musical experi
ences within the understanding of 
the child. It must also possess real 
music value. 

It is my believe that it is im
portant to create in each student 
a desire for music. Each music les
son should be an experience in 
learning how to respond intelli
gently to music. The Public School 
Music Program should be a func
tional one, which provides an en-

(Cent. on P. 3, Col. 3) 

Individuals Profit 
From Music Study 

College Educator Cites 
Many Lasting Values 

By WALTER H. HODGSON, Dean 
NTSC School of Music 

Sometimes the glamor of a 
marching band or the fascination 
of a school operetta blinds us tem
porarily to the very obvious fact 
that these wonderful organizations 
are means—not ends. For ulti
mately, the real index of the value 
of music in our public schools is 
growth and maturity of the indi
vidual student. This growth will 
be musical, artistic; it will be 
physical and vitalizing; it will be 
mental and stimulating, but above 
all, it will be emotional and stabliz-
ing. 

At the turn of the past century, 
many educators put an undue em
phasis upon the intellectual advan
tage of studying music. Some in
sisted that "music is the best mind 
trainer in the curriculum." Cer
tainly the study of music has an 
intellectually stimulating effect, as 
would the study of any facet of our 
culture. But I am very much of the 
opinion that the intellectual con
tribution of music to our public 
schools is not its principal one. 

I am sure that music study in its 
many manifestations, vocal and in 
strumental, can have a health-
giving influence. The deep breath
ing necessary for good vocal work, 
for instance, cannot be but advan
tageous to every member of a 
class. However, the intellectual and 
physical values that music can 
bring to an individual are dwarfed 
beside the tremendous contribution 
that music can make emotionally 
or in the way of developing mental 
health. 

It is rather significant t h a t 
whereas man has known for thou
sands of years that m u s i c h a s 
strong and frequently beneficial ef
fects upon our physical states and 
moods, etc., that we still find the 
science of musical therapy in a 
very nebulous state. It is obvious 
that the individual's response to 
music is so extraordinarily variant 
that it is seemingly impossible to 
lay down any except the most rudi
mentary generalizations. We know, 
for example, that in general slow 
moving lullaby type of music has 
a quieting effect upon most per
sons, normal or abnormal, but be
yond such generalizations even our 
best experts in the field hesitate to 
venture. 

(Cont. on P. 3, Col. 7) 

Regional Meets' District Assignments, 
Directors General, Centers Announced 

10 Sites Schedule 
8 School Regions' 
Contests April 22 

Schools from 240 
Counties Register 
For Spring Meets 

A total of 240 of the 254 coun
ties in Texas are represented by 
grade schools signifying their 
intention to take part in Inter-
scolastic League meets this spring. 

In these 240 counties, 1,262 
grade schools have registered for 
competition in all 11 events. This 
represents an increase of 123 over 
last year's total of 1,139 schools. 

Not all of these schools have 
been included in districts now or
ganized, however, due to many 
school administrators' hesitancy 
to accept the responsibility for 
meet chairmanship. As a result, 
to date only 58 meets are sched
uled with organization complete. 
Many others undoubtedly will be 
completed later. 

These grade schools meets will 
coincide largely with county boun
daries, but in a few cases, districts 
have been set up to include several 
counties where there are few 
schools within the bounds of each 
county to take part in the contests. 
Limitation of districts to county 
boundaries where possible is done 
to limit excessive travel for the 
young competing students. 

Rules and materials will be pro
vided by the League Office for 
contests in Number Sense, Play
ground Ball, Choral Singing, Music 
Appreciation, Ready Writers, Dec
lamation, Spelling and Plain Writ
ing, Junior Track and Field, Jun
ior Tennis, Volleyball and Story 
Telling. 

Requisitions will be supplied 
meet chairmen, for the purpose of 
ordering free materials from the 
League office for conducting each 
of these contests. 

U.S. Administrators 
Elect W. T. White 

His election last month as presi
dent of the American Association 
of School Administrators under
lined the fact that Dr. Warren T. 
White, Superintendent of Dallas 
Independent School District, is 
widely recognized as an outstand
ing educator. 

This exceptional honor also is 
typical of how, in spite of a $26,-
500,000 building project and an 
enlarged school program for 62,-
000 pupils, Supt. White finds time 
for civic and professional activity. 

In qualifying as an educator, 
Dr. White can point to 34 years' 
work in Texas public schools with 
a short time-out while he served 
as an officer in World War I. His 
experience began as a rural school 
teacher following high-school grad
uation. After leaving the armed 
services, he became principal in 
the Wichita Falls Schools. Then 
followed superintendeneies at Fair

mont , on P. 3, Col. 6) 

NUEA Debate Committees 
Report Offers Three Topics 

The three topics from which 
will come the NUEA national de
bate subject for next year were 
selected at Chicago during the re
cent annual meeting of that group. 

These questions were selected 
by the Committee on Debate for 
the National University Exten
sion Association after three days 
of discussion of a number of topics 
suggested by debate coaches and 
forensic leagues all over the na
tion. The topics are: 

1. Resolved: That the Welfare 
State Is Detrimental to the Best 
Interests of the American People. 

2. Resolved: That the Benefits 
of Atomic Energy Outweigh the 
Damages of the Atomic Bomb. 

3. Resolved: That Labor Union 
Practices in Production Have Been 
Beneficial. 

These topics were voted to have 
the best debate values for next 
year. Later the members of NUEA 
will vote on the one to be used. 

The University Interscholastic 
League topic has yet to be chosen. 
Since the League topic is chosen 
by schools in Texas, the League 

may not use the topic selected 
from the three listed above. 
League schools may elect to use 
a topic with more regional im
portance, or may vote to go along 
with the national selection. Last 
month the LEAGUER discussed 
Unicameral Legislature for Texas, 
Legislation for a Minimum Stan
dard of Living, Atomic Energy 
Control, and Federal Control of 
Electric Utility Industry. 

When all topic suggestions have 
been received, League officials 
will study them and submit five 
subjects, including the one select
ed for national use, to member 
schools for a vote. The topic re
ceiving the highest number of 
votes will be the League topic for 
next year. Since the . administra
tors may not have time to make a 
full study' of the questions in
volved in the topics which will be 
offered for debate, it is suggested 
that debate coaches confer with 
the administrators on the proposed 
topics and make each school's vote 
truly representative of the wishes 
of the debaters and coach. 

S. M. KENNEDY 

S. M. Kennedy, Jr. 
Directs Region I 

Texas Tech Professor 
Experienced in League 

The new Regional Director for 

Region I is S. M. Kennedy, Jr., As

sistant Professor at Texas Techno

logical College, Lubbock. He comes 

to the position with several years' 

background in Interscholastic 

League competition, both as com

petitor and judge. 

A native of Colorado, Prof. 
Kennedy is now teaching courses 
a t Tech on American and Texas 
Government, European Govern
ments, Political Geography, and 
World Politics | He was a 1943 
graduate of Texas Tech, securing 
a B. A. degree in government at 
that time. He now holds an M. A. 
from the same school. He has done 
additional graduate work in the 
Cite Universite, Nancy, France, 
and is working on his doctorate at 
the University of Colorado. 

Kennedy's record of work with 
the League began shortly after he 
moved from Colorado to Texas in 
1931. While attending public 
schools at Abilene, Croton, Patton 
Springs and Dickens, he competed 
in at least eight of the League-
sponsored events. In 1933 he en
tered spelling, picture memory, 
and choral singing contests. In 
1934, he competed in declamation 
and softball. In 1936 and 1937, ex
temporaneous speech took his at
tention, and in 1938, tennis, so f t 
ball, and basketball. He graduated 
that year as valedictorian of his 
class at Dickens High School. 

He resumed his association with 
League activities in 1943, when 
he judged debates in district and 
regional meets. 1947, 1948 and 
1949 again found him in judging 
debates, and 1949 saw him helping 
to direct the regional debate con
tests. 

The young professor had a dis
tinguished record as an infantry
man during the war, serving from 
June, 1943, until May, 1946. He 
saw one and one-half years' ser
vice in Europe—England, Scot
land, France, Germany, and 
Luxembourg—and was mustered 
out as Second Lieutenant. 

Almost all organizational work 
for the Interscholastic League Re
gional Meets this spring is com
plete. As announced earlier, the 
sites will be unchanged from last 
year, with two exceptions. Chan
ges in Directors General for the 
meets have been more numerous. 

The meets will be held on April 
22 in 10 centers, for the eight con
ferences. 

Region I will have for its new 
chairman, S. M. Kennedy, Jr., of 
Texas Technological College, Lub« 
bock. Conferences AA, A and B 
will meet together in this region. 

Region II will be split into two 
meets, with AA meet being held 
at El Paso and Ysleta High 
Schools under the direction of Su
perintendent of Ysleta Schools 
J. M. Hanks. The A and B meet 
will be at Howard Payne College 
Brownwood, with J. Horace Shel-
ton directing. Both the Ysleta-El 
Paso meet and the Brownwood lo
cation are new, all of the Region 

meets formerly having been II 

held in Abilene. Hanks and Shel-
ton are acting as directors for the 
first time. 

Region III will have all three 
conferences, AA, A and B, meet 
ing together at Southern Method
ist University, Dallas. Dr. C, L. 
Wisseman of SMU is Director 
General. 

Region IV will be split, with 
the A A section meeting at Stephen 
F. Austin State Teachers College, 
Nacogdoches, Lawrence Franks 
directing. The A and B meet will 
be at Kilgore College, Kilgore, 
with Dr. B. E. Masters the Direc
tor Genera!. 

Region V, Conference A A meet 
will be held in Kingsville at the 
College of Arts and Industries. 
Dr. Eldon D. Brinley is Director 
General. Conferences A and B 
will meet at Sam Houston State 
College, Huntsville, with Albert 
Kidd the new Director General. 

Region VI, Conferences A and 
B, will meet a t Southwest Texas 
State College, San Marcos. Pat H. 
Norwood is the Director General. 

Region VII, Conferences A and 
B, will meet at A&I, Kingsville, 
with Dr. Brinley directing. 

Region VIII, Conference B, 

(Cont. on P. 2, Col. 2) 

Relations Conference 
Scheduled for Summer 
The University of Texas College 
of Education will hold its third 
Human Relations Work Confer
ence June 6-July 16, Dean L. D. 
Haskew announced. 

The National Conference of 
Christians and Jews has again al
located a $2,000 grant for the 
conference. 

Directing the study will be Dr. 
Howard Lane, visiting professor 
from New York University. Forty 
Texas public school teachers will 
be selected to attend. 

Methods of teaching human re
lations to children is to be the 
conference topic. 

Director Announces 

Practice Slide Rule Tests Available From League Office 
By LEONARDT KREISLE 

Slide Rule Director 
At the first annual Slide Rule 

Conference held at the State Meet 
last May, several slide rule coaches 
suggested that the Interscholastic 
League provide practice tests for 
use in the teaching of slide rule 
operations. In response to this re
quest, 29 slide rule practice tests 
have been made available. 

The cost of each test shall be 
one cent per copy or 10 cents per 
dozen. Answer sheets are available 
for each test and cost one cent per 
test, or 10 cents per dozen. Some 
of these practice tests previously 
were regional, district, and state 
meets contests. A tabulation of the 
practice tests available are as fol
lows: 

Test 1, 12 elementary multipli
cation problems. 

Test 2, 20 elementary multipli
cation problems. 

Test 3, 20 elementary problems, 

squares, cubes, square and cube 
roots. 

Test 4, 26 elementary combined 
operations problems. 

Test 5, 40 simple combined op
erations problems. 

Tests 6 and 7, 42 each simple 
combined operations problems. 

Test 8, 44 simple combined op
erations problems. 

Test 9, 20 simple problems, 
squares, cubes, square and cube 
roots. 

Test 10, 40 average difficulty 
combined operations problems. 

Test 11 , 20 simple multiplica
tion and division problems. 

Tests 12 and 13, 30 each simple 
combined operations problems. 

Test 14, 20 elementary multipli
cation and division problems. 

Tests 15 through 23, 40 each 
average difficulty combined opera
tions problems. 

Test 24 , 44 average difficulty 
combined operations problems 

from 1948 Regional Meet. 
Test 25, 50 average difficulty 

combined operations problems 
from 1948 State Meet. 

Tests 26 thriugh 29, 40 each 
average difficulty combined opera
tions problems. 

Test 30, 50 average difficulty 
combined operations problems 
from 1949 District Meet. 

Test 31 , 10 average difficulty 
combined operations problems 
from 1949 District Run-Off Con
test. 

Test 32, 50 average difficulty 
combined operations problems 
from 1949 District Meet. 

Test 33, 10 average difficulty 
combined operations problems 
from 1949 District Run-Off Con
test. 

Test 34, 50 average difficulty 
combined operations problems 
from 1949 District Meet. 

Test 35, 10 combined operations 
problems of average difficulty 

from the 1949 District Run-Off 
Contest. 

Test 36, 50 somewhat difficult 
combined operations problems 
from 1949 Regional Meet. 

Test 37, 10 somewhat difficult 
combined operations problems 
from 1949 Regional Run-Off Con
test. 

Test 38, 50 somewhat difficult 
combined operations problems 
from 1949 State Meet. 

Test 39, 10 somewhat difficult 
combined operations problems 
from 1949 State Run-Off Contest. 

These may be obtained through 
the Interscholastic League, Box 
H, University Station, Austin. 

It is contemplated that addi
tional slide rule practice problems 
will become available each year. 
For those slide rule coaches de
siring additional slide rule prac
tice problems and instructions, the 
following publications are recom
mended I 

Ramsey and Haley, How To Us* 
a Slide Rule, published by the Bu
reau of Public School Service, Di
vision of Extension, Box H, Uni 
versity Station, Austin. 40 cents 
per copy. This mimeographed pub
lication consists of approximately 
50 pages of slide rule instruction 
and 12 pages of practice problems. 

Leach and Beakley, Elementary 
Problems in Engineering. Published 
by Stafford-Lowdon Company, 
Box 1658, Fort Worth, Texas. $2.50 
per copy. This publication consists 
of approximately 19 lithographed 
pages of slide rule instruction and 
70 pages of slide rule practice prob
lems in addition to approximately 
180 pages of elementary general 
engineering problems and their ex
planation. 

As an outcome of the Slide Rule 
Conference held during the 1949 
State Meet, several changes were 
made in the rules of the Slide Rule 
Contest. 

JNTEF^SCHOJLASTIC 

W. T. WHITE 
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Building Music Program Takes Hard Work 

There are approximately twenty-five organizations in the 
state and nation that are giving awards of one type or 
another to high-school pupils that participate in contests that 
these organizations sponsor. If the contests are on an inter-
school basis and the sponsoring institutions are giving 
awards to the winners, the League's rule applies to such 
cases. 

Before allowing pupils to participate in these non-school-
sponsored contests the administration should require from 
the sponsors a full report on their contest plans. In this 
way the school officials could determine what effect such 
participation would have on the school and the contestants. 

Many of these contests are on an age-basis and open to any 
one. In cases like this the League's award rule would not 
apply but the amateur rule would, if the participation were 
in an athletic contest. The amateur rule applies only to 
athletic events. 

School administrators report that the school is constantly 
besieged by individuals and outside organizations for the 
use of the pupils' time in the promotion of some project or 
scheme which may or may not be for the benefit of the 
school and the student body. The State Office is attempting 
to compile a list of the state and national organizations that 
are sponsoring contests for high-school or grade-school pupils. 
Send us the names of the ones you are acquainted with. 

* * * 

President John A. Hannah of Michigan State College 
stated in a recent address, honoring an Ail-American football 
player, that the control of college athletics had gotten out 
from under the direction of the college administrators. He 
indicated that this was one of the principal reasons for the 
criticisms of the inter-collegiate athletic program today. It 
was further pointed out that the college athletic programs 
are run today with very little consideration being given to 
the educational programs and policies of the institutions. 

Other abuses recently reported through the press are that 
players in the bowl games are being paid cash money for 
participation, are given extended pleasure trips following 
the games, and are given other attractive awards. 

These incidents are the basis for further criticism of 
athletic programs that are purported to be conducted on an 
amateur basis. Stories such as these going about build up 
in the minds of prospective college athletes, while still in 
high school, ideas that "thar is gold in them thar athletic 
fields," And incidentally it is not a football goal that they 
are thinking about. 

All of this talk about what college players are getting from 
their "alma mater" for playing football encourages the 
prospective player to shop around before making a choice 
of higher education institutions. 

It is with pride that we can say that such conditions do 
not exist in the high-school athletic program. The eligibility 
rules, the rules and regulations of the Football Plan of com
petition and all other League regulations are made with one 
aim in mind and that is to fit the athletic activity into the 
educational program of the public school. 

The Constitution and Rules of the University Interscholas-
tic League places the control of athletics under the direction 
of the superintendent of schools and holds him responsible 
for the proper conduct of football in his school. The League 
also has a rigid Amateur Rule and Awards Rule, and if it is 
proven that a school has violated any one of these three 
conditions in the conduct of the high-school athletic program, 
the school may be suspended from League participation. 

Expensive stadiums and athletic plants, and millions of 
dollars invested in advance sales of tickets, make it prac
tically impossible for a college athletic conference to take 
any disciplinary actions against one of its members. 

If the League Amateur and Awards Rules were as lax as 
the amateur rule in the college conferences, the high-school 
athletic program would disintegrate. The rigid enforcement 
of League rules through the forty years of its existence 
largely accounts for the strength of the organization today. 

* * * 

The State Director of Speech Activities, Bruce Roach, 
advises school administrators and speech directors that local 
radio stations are anxious to use high-school radio programs 
such as debates, drama, and musicals. School administrators 
should not overlook this opportunity to dramatize the speech 
program in their high school. 

In addition to stimulating interest in the speech activities, 
such a program should be useful to the school in promoting 
better public relations. It is an opportunity for the pupils 
to tell the public about the school activities that have taken 
place, that are taking place, and that will take place. The 
El Paso schools and a number of other school systems in 
the state are using the facilities of the local radio to great 
advantage. 

If your school is not using this means of communication 
in getting your school activities before the local people, may 
we urge you to start today contacting your local radio station 
manager. 

* * * 
It appears that some people have the idea that eligibility 

rules of the League do not apply to invitation debate tourna
ments and invitation Music-Competition-Festivals. Article 
8, Section 7, states that member schools must abide by the 
eligibility rules in all inter-school contests. In our opinion 
this rule covers all invitation inter-school meets in which 
member-schools are invited to participate. Pupils that are 
not eligible under Article 8 should not be permitted to repre
sent their high schools in these meets. 

(Continued from Page 1) 
the senior high instrumental mu
sic department moved into new 
quarters in 1948. Located in the 
former junior college building, 
the music department has facili
ties that compare favorably with 
any in the Southwest. There are 
two large rehearsal rooms, separ
ate band and orchestra instrument 
storage rooms, a uniform room, 
and 14 practice rooms which are 
sound proof. The director's of
fice has a two-way inter-com
munication system with which 
each practice room may be 
checked for attendance and stu
dent progress. 

There is a library with built-in 
oak filing cr.binets of a size to 
accomodate march, octavo and con

cert music. This library is equip
ped with sorting racks. In addi
tion, there is a solo and ensem
ble library on the second floor— 
just adjacent to the practice 
rooms. 

Music students who are passing 
all their work in all subjects are 
given the priviledge of being as
signed to a practice room instead 
of a study hall. 

The director ha*, assisting him 
with the elementary and junior 
high school bands and orchestras, 
Miss Jane LeFevre, Mr. George 
Cunningham, and Mrs. Wayne 
McDonald. 

It has been asked how students 
and townspeople were interested 
in this program? 

San Angelo wanted a band, and 

HIGH SCHOOL PRESS 

Of all the problems facing school 
papers, none is more frequently 
mentioned to Interscholastic League 
Press Conference officials than 
those which concern the use of 
gossip columns. 

To gossip or not to gossip is 
usually the question. But there are 
also those who are somewhat re
signed to the necessity (?) of a 
gossip column and want to know 
how to make such a column as good 
as it can be. 

To both types of questioners, 
ILPC must always give the same 
answer: there is no easy solution 
to the gossip problem. 

There is a simple solution: just 
outlaw gossip eolumns. But that 
at once brings on a rash of criti
cism from those student readers 
who genuinely enjoy gossip, and 
demand it of their papers. The 
question then becomes a matter of 
conviction. If you as a sponsor or 
a member of a staff are firmly con
vinced that gossip is a bad influ
ence, you can very probably ig
nore most of the criticism, feel 
certain that within time you will 
hear no beefs, and know your 
paper will probably survive even 
the roughest critics. 

But if you so decide, there 
should be something back of your 
conviction. As one forthright and 
unusually honest editor remarked 
at the Georgetown conference last 
month, "Well, after all, we know 
that the kids like it, and what is so 
very terribly wrong with gossip?" 

Every one of you has a private 
opinion on the question. Mine is 
that gossip is dangerous. It is al
together too difficult to predict 
just what will hurt feelings or stir 
up unpleasant situations and what 
will not. It is practically impossible 
for a teacher, not knowing all the 
students involved, to be certain 
that even her own censorship of 
gossip columns will prevent disas
ters. The simplest sort of state
ment about affairs of the heart 
can bring on dangerous and com
pletely unforeseen results, perhaps 
involving parents and school 
board. The sponsor who lets gos
sip go into a paper uncensored is 
risking many serious troubles. I 
have seen columns in which any 
one of a dozen items could have 
brought on suits—or fisticuffs. 
Texas libel laws are strict and they 
are violated many times a year in 
gossip columns. Almost every 
sponsor who has to put up with a 
gossip column has testified to the 
anger and heart-ache which has 
at some time or other followed on 
the heels of a thoughtless bit of 
gossip. 

The most dangerous types of 
gossip, and those which should by 
all means be ruled out, are those 
which hint at deep, dark secrets, 
imply unspeakable events, or by 
innuendo infer that conditions ex
ist which cannot be printed. Per
haps through innocence, many an 
editor carries such material in 
issues reaching this office every 
day. The question type gossip item 
("What was Tim Othy doing last 
night at . . . etc.") is not far be
hind as a nuisance. 

It's really just a question of 
ethics and of an American's right 
to privacy vs. the old yellow-jour
nalism tendency to report anything 
that is sensational. Over 100 years 
ago American papers discovered 
the value of the sensational of a 
gossip nature, but during the 
course of a century, almost all 
have outgrown the purely "yellow" 
style. Ethics and laws force papers 
to observe the rules, and good taste 
generally prevents all but genuine 
news getting into the columns. 
Only a few highly paid (and very 
careful dodgers of libel) column
ists carry on the tradition of gossip 
reporting in the daily press. 

So with school papers it has be
come a more and more prevalent 
question of the good taste, ethics, 
and legality of carrying gossip. If 
you are convinced that gossip is 
bad or dangerous, and should be 
outlawed, you can do it, as noted 

above. But you can soften the blow 
to the avid gossip enthusiasts 
among your readers by giving them 
a slightly sublimated gossip diet. 
You can adopt any one of several 
devices for pulling the teeth of 
gossip while retaining its best fea
tures : the use of many names in a 
feature made interesting because 
it deals with the most interesting 
of journalistic elements, the doings 
of people. 

One school is currently using a 
system of quotes to cover the boy-
girl relationship question. On one 
side are ranged the girls' half of 
steady couples, and on the other 
side the boys'. Each tells in a quote 
why he or she likes the other. 

Another school is using the old 
gossip column's heading, but re
placing its contents by news
worthy personal items, deftly 
handled. 

A number of papers are handling 
the situation by problems feature* 
on boy-girl relationships. Students 
are interviewed on problems of 
dating, romance, dancing, etc., 
with both sexes being given 
chances to say their say. 

The society reporter on daily 
papers can give you a hint of how 
to handle a date column. The 
names of persons attending parties, 
dating to regular school dances, 
plays, or other official functions, 
are grist for a society reporter's 
mill. Groups attending a ball game 
together can be reported without 
danger. But the reporter must 
avoid any hint of anything but a 
straight-forward account of who 
was where and with whom. 

The fashion column, for boys as 
well as girls, is gaining popularity 
in ILPC papers. Names and des
criptions together go far toward 
making this a readable and inter
esting feature. 

Many papers feature the "couple 
of the week" idea, complete with 
pictures. The boy and girl are 
each written up by personality 
sketch methods, but a comparision 
of their similar likes or dislikes 
gives added interest to the items. 

The roving reporter idea is also 
used. Humorous incidents, inter
esting comments on hobbies, re
ports on honors coming to persons 
in the school, etc., are always good 
reading and will help to get many 
names into a gossip-like column. 

Whatever device is used to re
place the gossip column, the staff 
may feel secure in the knowledge 
that in doing away with gossip the 
paper is following the modern 
trend. Some papers, however, will 
continue to carry gossip, because 
there is no denying that many stu
dents like to read it, and the sen
sational is hard to say "no" to. 
These papers must be especially 
careful to avoid the more extreme 
forms of gossip, wherein hints, 
initials, and embarrassing ques
tions abound. 

Great care should be used in 
screening all items carried. It 
might be wise to say that if, be
fore printing, you would not show 
a person an item you plan to run 
about him, you should not use the 
item, Never hold a person up to ri
dicule. Use as many sound, news
worthy items as possible. Always 
check for unintended "double 
meanings." And keep a careful 
rein on the total amount of space 
given over to gossip columns. Re
gardless of the size of the paper, 
it is a safe bet to say that never 
more than a column, and usually no 
more than half a column, total 
space should be devoted to gossip-
type material. 

You can never get free from the 
headaches which come with a gos
sip column until you have kicked 
out the column itself. If you feel 
that its high readability justifies 
the headaches, the decision is your 
responsibility, and ILPC will not 
question it officially unless balance 
within your paper is not main
tained. Just make sure that you 
have given careful thought to the 
problem, and careful supervision to 
the column. 

the whole town took pride in the 
things which the band did. At 
first, stress was laid on "outside 
appeal" by drilling the marching 
band to perfection, even though 
for a time it marched better than 
it played. This was deliberate, be
cause it was realized that more 
people would see the band in one 
pre-game parade and half-time 
drill than would hear the concert 
band during the entire year. So 
we first built up a pride in the 
marching band that radiated en
thusiasm from the members to 
the point of becoming contagious 
to the school and community. 

No little share in the increased 
interest in band work lies in the 
change of purpose for the band, 
so that it was no longer con
sidered just an accompaniment 
for pep-rallys and athletic games. 
Enthusiasm is generated in all 
units by having something defi
nite to work for and look forward 
to. Interest and enthusiasm for 
instrumental music thrives on 
good performances. 

Band and orchestra schedules 
are so arranged that members are 
always working for some appear
ance in the near future and rea
lizing that the preparing and play-
of good music gives a thrill of ac
complishment in itself. Making 
music is fun, and when this is rea
lized, it furnishes and generates 
a lot of incentive to interest stu
dents in wanting to become mem
bers of the units. The music 
played by these organizations is 
as varied as possible. 

In addition to varying the mu
sical menu of the bands and or
chestras, a constant effort is made 
to seek new places and ways to 
serve it to the public. During the 
past year, the San Angelo junior 
and senior high school bands and 
orchestras furnished the school 
and community with 107 public 
appearances. These varied from 
full organizations to ensembles 
and solos, and from church ser
vices to rodeo programs. 

For many years the instrumen
tal music department has been a 
regular guest at the local radio 
stations and usually has a regular 
broadcast "spot" each week. 
These broadcasts are always 
scheduled at the same time each 
week and originate from the main 
rehearsal room of the senior high, 
The radio stations run a perman
ent wire to the rehearsal room and 
a special script is prepared for the 
series. This script is always so 
written as to better acquaint the 
school patrons with their school 
system as well as the music depart
ment. 

Student recitals have played an 
important part in interesting pros
pective students and motivating 
present membership. These re
citals are started after football 
season and are usually scheduled 
each six weeks. They are very 
informal and are presented in the 
school auditorium with only the 
instrumental music students, their 
parents, and friends being invited. 

The director had, ever since 
visiting the National Music Camp 
at Interlocken, wanted a band 
camp for the Bobcat Band. A 
beautiful river front wa* dis
covered and the owner, Mr. J. P. 
Bollinger, a band parent, gave 
the band a 100 year lease on the 
property to be used as a band 
camp. 

A few interested fathers joined 
the director with trucks, shovels 
and a concrete mixer to make 
large tables and benches for the 
band. T w o other interested 
fathers volunteered to cook for 

turned away. At each of the four 
concerts, the Superintendent of 
Schools, Mr. Bryan Dickson, does 
much to motivate instrumental 
music by expressing approval of 
the accomplishments of the stu
dents. 

For the past few years, an ef
fort has been made for the senior 
band and orchestra to play a pro
gram in another city. And the 
exchange of school assemblies 
with neighboring towns has proven 
beneficial as a builder of good re
lations between schools as well 

as a motivator for band and or
chestra students—in both towns. 

The ingredients that have made 
these developments possible are 
a group of hard working students, 
sympathetic principals of the ele
mentary, junior and senior schools, 
and a superintendent of schools in
terested in providing for the cul
tural side of the students' life. 
Back of each of these is a board of 
education willing to provide the 
funds for a program in which it 
and the townspeople believe. 

HOMER A. ANDERSON 

the camp. Each year, for the 
past six, Mr. L. Q. Sparks, an 
insurance man, and Mr. T. Frank 
Bell, a city employe, have spent 
one week of their summer vaca
tions cooking for the camp— 
without pay. Each of these men 
had boys in the band when this 
project was started, but for the 
past five years they have been 
cooking for their adopted ehil-
d ren^ the members of the band. 

The electric company wired the 
camp and tents were secured. The 
Monday preceeding the opening 
of school in September always 
finds the band camp set up, put
ting in an intensive week getting 
ready for the new school year. 
All of this has thus far been fur
nished without charge to the band 
members. It may sound a bit 
difficult and maybe you do not 
have a band parent with a river 
front. But in every community 
there is someone who will back 
such a program. 

The last night in camp is known 
as "Parents' night." The fathers, 
mothers and friends visit band 
camp and bring a picnic supper. 
The band gives a marching demon
stration and plays a short concert. 

The concerts of the instrumental 
music department are the musical 
high-lights of the students' school 
year. All the school musicians 
have a part, from ticket selling to 
appearances with an organization. 
Band and orchestra concerts are 
given on different dates in the city 
auditorium. All of the band stu
dents appear for the matinee. First 
the beginners' band, which includes 
fifth and sixth grade students 
from all the elementary schools, 
plays three or four selections from 
their method book. Then the junior 
high bands appear. The concert 
is ended by the high school band, 
playing a very light program for 
the matinee to interest children. 
The elementary schools dismiss 
those children who have bought 
tickets so they may attend. 

The same procedure is followed 
with the orchestra on the day of 
the orchestra concert. 

The beginning groups do not ap
pear on the evening concerts. 
These evening programs are given 
by the junior high organizations 
and the senior school. The latter 
organizations always play a dif
ferent program for the evening 
concert, which is more advanced 
music planned to win the approval 
of the adults and show the abilities 
of the advanced organization*. 

The local newspaper has always 
co-operated to the fullest, giving 
us a full page of pictures on the 
Sunday preceding the eoncert. Due 
to the support and enthusiasm of 
every one concerned, tickets to 
these programs are many times 
hard to get and people are usually 

By F . W . S A V A G E 
D i r e c t o r of M u s i c Ac t iv i t i e s 

Yon wouldn't expect this column 
to omx„ some references to the sys
tem of evaluating of judges. It 
won't. 

One of the most frank, honest 
and to the point discussions of 
this problem I've seen in a l°ng 
time is quoted from an article 
by Mr. James Neilson of Oklahoma 
City University, soon to appear 
in Etude but now being distributed 
to prospective judges for Okla
homa Competition-Festivals by 
Mr. A. H. Long, President of the 
Oklahoma Music Educator's As
sociation. I think this association 
is to be congratulated for its hon
est approach to the problem. The 
State Office of the University In
terscholastic League will co-oper
ate in any way with similar drives 
to retain the benefits and values of 
the Music Competition-Festival. 

Mr. Neilson attempt* to re-de
fine the meanings of the Division 
Rating System and includes edi
torial comments without peer in 
my experience. 

Improvement Urged 
For School Boards 

Texas has further opportunity 
to improve its education program 
at the school board level, says 
University of Texas Educational 
Administration Professor A. L. 
Chapman. 

Better informed school board 
members can establish a climate 
for improved education, Dr. Chap
man asserts, by functioning effi
ciently as lay policy-making bodies. 

To strengthen and unify the 
state's 15,000 school board mem
bers, he recommends they join 
the Texas Association of School 
Boards, a section of the Texas 
State Teachers Association, for 
in-service education. 

In a statewide sampling of 180 
board members, Dr. Chapman 
found 60 per cent favored an 
organization for in-service educa
tion; 71 per cent admitted a need 
for in-service education; and 90 
per cent said there is no way to 
inform board members about edu
cation trends as teachers are kept 
informed. 

Dr. Chapman, director of the 
University of Texas Bureau of 
Research in Education by Radio, 
is also executive director of the 
Texas Association of School 
Boards and will edit the "Texas 
School Board Newsletter." 

MOUNTIES PRACTICE MOTTO 
"Maintain the right" is the 

motto of the Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police. 

"The philosophy motivating ths 
festival competition provides that 
each participant shall continually 
grow in his understanding of the 
art of music. To that end there 
must be no double standard in 
administering the rating system, 
since this is the vital and integral 
factor that makes possible the fes
tival competition. 

"DIVISION I. This rating should 
be reserved for the superior per
formance. It is entirely possible 
that it will not be given at many 
festival competitions. In superior 
performances everything is right. 
There are no flaws in intonation, 
technique, interpretation, instru
mentation or in appearance . . . 
The superior rating should never 
be used for any other kind of per
formance . . . I submit, that unless 
this becomes so the future of the 
festival competition is placed in 
jeopardy." 

Mr. Neilson goes ahead to define 
Division II and Til ratings and then 
makes this editorial comment: 

"These are the three top ratings. 
If we are to improve the perform-
anee level of our high school mu
sicians we must make ratings in the 
first three divisions more difficult 
to achieve. Most adjudicators re
fuse to be honest in giving these 
ratings, some through fear of pos
sible consequences, some through 
lack of information, others through 
laziness. The ease with which these 
ratings may be secured has caused 
many otherwise splendid h i g h 
school directors of music to coast. 
We must accept a new set of 
values, adopt a new criteria, if our 
contests are to accomplish their 
purpose." 

For many years, Oklahoma high 
schools have produced some of the 
finest musical organization* in the 
country. They indeed have a right 
to be jealous of the Division I 
rating. Texas can do no more than 
work diligently to uphold the stan
dards presumed for the Division 
type rating system. If we let our 
standards down, it will not only 
hurt our musical organizations but 
will have a detrimental effect on 
our neighboring states. 

Be thoughtful, be honest and 
lend your support to these drives 
for the preservation of musical 
standards. Only by securing the 
co-ordinated support of the hun
dreds of music directors in the pub
lic schools can anything construc
tive be accomplished. If you are 
a member of professional music or
ganization, try and see that this 
organization, in all probability ex
isting for no other purpose than 
the improvement of music instruc
tion, goes all out for the mainten
ance of standards. 

Believe It or Not 

League Offers Total of 283 Music Contests 
Did you know that the Univer

sity Interscholastic League offers 
competition in 283 separate music 
events? 

In case you question the validity 
of the preceding statement, study 
the following examples. Four clas
sifications of bands, AA-1, AA, A 
and B may enter three separate 
contests, marching, sight-reading 
and concert performance. Multi
plying, we get twelve separate 
contest events. The Constitution 
and Rules lists thirty-nine ap
proved solo events divided into 
three classifications, I, II, and II. 
This phase of activity totals to 
117 separate contest events. Fig
ure likewise for ensemble compe
tition, add competition in orches
tra, string orchestra, boys', girls' 
and mixed choruses a n d y o u r 
grand total reaches 283. 

In spite of the tremendous num
ber of events offered, there is 
only one type of meet where the 
High and Junior High school stu
dents may participate in music 
competition. This is the Regional 
Competition-Festival. This compe
tition, die first and last for the** 

schools is geographcially divided 
into 10 sections. Each school ac
cepting the music plan of competi
tion is assigned to one of these 
sections, or Regions and may not 
participate in any other Region for 
ratings in music. All solo and en
semble competition is confined to 
the Regional Muaic Competition-
Festival. 

Only elementary school choral 
groups have a choice of competing 
in the Regional Music Competi
tion-Festival or in the local Grade 
School Meets. Elementary school 
vocal solists and ensembles do not 
have this choice, however, since 
this type competition is not of
fered in the local Grade School 
Meets. Since the Choral Singing 
Contest in the grade school meet 
is a pure contest, not a festival, 
the rules and procedures are very 
different. The prescribed music 
appears on separate lists and is 
selected in a different manner. The 
Choral Singing Contest in the 
grade school meet is primarily de
signed for the schools which do not 
have a full time music instructor, 
consequently the r e t i r e m e n t s do 

not insist on technical perfection 
in singing three and four-part har
mony. 

The elementary school Music 
Appreciation Contest is a com
panion contest of Choral singing 
in the local grade school meet and 
is an attempt on the part of the 
League to furnish assistance to 
the small elementary school which, 
lacking a full-time trained music 
instructor, still endeavor* to offer 
some type of music appreciation 
for its students. 

Typical of music competition, 
the elementry school Choral Sing
ing and Music Appreciation con
tests begin and end at the one 
meet. Winners may advance no 
further. 

In keeping with policies of the 
University Interscholastic League, 
music competition is intended to 
be a continuation of the regular 
classroom instruction offered by 
the local school. The League pro
gram assists in motivating actual 
classroom instruction by providing 
a culminating activity for the stu
dents. 

Although this competition is a 
part «f regular classroom proce

dures, the fact that it is organized 
on an inter-school basis demands 
that certain restrictions be placed 
upon the entrants. These restric
tions take the form of eligibilty 
rules which pertain to all League 
sponsored competition. 

Competition for instrumentalist* 
and high and junior high school 
vocalists are newcomer* to the 
League program, h a v i n g b e e n 
initiated in the spring of 1947. 
Choral Singing and Music Appre
ciation for elementary schools have 
been offered for many years. 

The original plan of competition 
in instrumental events and junior 
and high school choral events was 
approved by a committee com
posed of music educators and 
school administrators. Since that 
time many changes have been made 
and many projects for improve
ment have been proposed. All have 
been designed to increase the bene
fits of the program to the mem
ber schools. The League will con
tinue to study the system and rec
ommend such changes as seem 
necessary. Administrators and mu
sic educators are invited to offer 
suggestions. 
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One-act P lay directors a r e al
ways in search of plays tha t have 
n o t been overproduced. Included 
in the reviews th is mon th a r e a 
number of p lays—some old, some 
new—which offer good possibili
t ies as contest choices. None of 
these has been given very m a n y 
t imes in contest , wi th the possi
ble exception of " E l Cris to ." This 
play and "A Sunny Morn ing" a r e 
included because t he re is g r e a t 
demand for good plays using 
Lat in-American s tuden ts . 

Eas t e r is j u s t a round the cor
ne r , and many schools observe the 
Eas t e r season by giving a p ro 
g ram or play. A book of shor t 

' p rog rams and a shor t play a re 
l isted which m a y help solve the 
E a s t e r play problem. The l ibrary 
has m a n y other plays sui table for 
th« occasion. 

Recently the Samuel F rench 
Company has sent us a number 
of new plays. Space prohibi ts r e 
viewing all of these, b u t we have 
given a short description of sev
e ra l typical plays and have listed 
as m a n y of t he o thers as we have 
room for. All of these plays a re 
available for r ead ing purposes 
f rom the Interscholast ic League 
D r a m a Service, Box H , Univers i ty 
Stat ion, Aust in , Texas , and the 
only cost to the bor rower is the 
postage both ways . 

Out From New Bedford, by F red 
erick G. Walsh. 2m2w, Dra
mat ic Pub . Co., roy. $5; dra
ma, 1 act , 50c. A gir l decides be
tween life ashore wi thout love 
a n d l ife aboard a whaler with 
her loved one in a n intensely 
dramat ic play. 

Pipe* of Dunbar, by Wilfrid H. 
Pe t t i t t . 4mlw, Dramat ic Pub . 
Co., roy. $5-$10; d rama , 1 act, 
60c. Death cannot ba r Mary 
S t u a r t and Lord Bothwell f rom 
having a few momen t s together . 

Rock Bust, by Mark R. Sumner. 
Em2w, Row, Pe te r son , Roy. $ 5 ; 
d rama, 1 act , 50c. A tense situ
at ion arises when a powderman 
is needed in a t unne l shaft whe re 
the air-compressor is faul ty . 

Shadow of a Dream, by Roland 
Fe rnand . 2m8w, Dramat ic Pub . 
Co., roy. ? 5 ; d rama , 1 act, 50c. 
A lawyer finds t h a t circum
s tan t ia l evidence is not positive 
proof when h i s wife takes a hand 
in p lan t ing clues. 

Thunderhead, by Mark R. Sumner, 
4m3w, A r t Craft , roy. $5; 
d rama , 1 act, 50c. The rea l 
cr iminal is revealed in a tense 
mounta in-se t d r ama when a 
flashflood sweeps down the 
mounta in . 

White Lawn, by Roger Busfield, 
J r . , 2m2w, Eldr idge, roy. $5; 
d rama , 1 act, 50c. A gir l finally 
meets her Mar ine Corps sweet
hea r t a f ter dea th in this World 
W a r I I f an tasy . 

Wal t e r Baker Co., 178 Fremont , 
Boston, Maist 

Where But w America by Oscar 
M. Wolff. Baker , lm2w, comedy, 
Roy. $5. Swedish. A young couple 
t r y to keep secrets from thei r 
Swedish maid, bu t the maid knows 
a l l a b o u t the i r t ransac t ions 
th rough he r outside interests . 

Sandalwood Box by Essex Dane. 
Baker , 7w, comedy, Roy. $5. Aus
t r i a n accent. A refugee is accused 
of theft , unti l i t is discovered she 
h a s used the r u s e of stealing to 
locate he r lost sister. 

Fleurette and Company by Essex 
Dane. (Not on list, bu t will be ap
proved.) Baker , 2w, comedy, Roy. 
$6. French dialect. A French
woman matches her wi ts aga ins t 
a society woman who refuses to 
pay her bills. 

Easy Easterettes by Kar in As-
brand, Non-roy., book of short pro
g rams for Eas te r for people of all 
ages. Contains plays , recitat ions, 
monologues, drills, songs, etc. 

I Made Christ's Cross by Es the r 
C. Averill , Non-roy., 4m2w, an 
Eas t e r play in four scenes. The 
s tory of the m a n who made the 
cross on which Chris t died. P r e 
sents a powerful lesson for all . 

Samuel French, 25 West 45 th 
St., New York Ci ty: 

The Red Key by Charles Emery , 
Roy. $5, lm2w, one-act d rama in 
which the key to a forbidden room 
becomes the symbol of fear and 
mistrust . 

John Shanahan, Me Boy by 
• F ranc i s M. Casey, Roy. $5, 3m3w, 
1 act. A Sister in an orphanage 
seeks out the real motives behind 
an at tempted adoption and saves 
an Irish boy from unhappiness. 

Happy Ever After by Douglass 

Pa rkh i r s t , Roy. $15, 9m8w, 3 act 
comedy. A 16-year-old girl with 
dramat ic ambitions finds t h a t there 
is more romance and d r a m a in her 
own backyard than she would find 
on Broadway. 

Spring is Here by J ames Reach, 
Roy. $10, 4m9w, 3 act . A comedy 
with jus t enough mystery to keep 
the audience guessing to the end. 

The Spirit is Willing by James 
Reach, Roy. $10, 4m7w, 3 act 
melodrama and laughs keep this 
comedy moving a t top speed; g rea t 
var ie ty of roles. 

A Sunny Morning by S. & J. 
Quintero. French, 2m2w, comedy, 
Roy. $10. Spanish play. A delight
ful mix ture of wit and sentiment 
about an aged couple who years 
before have been in love. 

El Cristo by M a r g a r e t Lark in . 
French, 4m2w, drama, Roy. $10. 
Mexican play. S t range and in ter
est ing customs of a secret religious 
sect. 

The Sun Is A Dead Man's 
Weapon, by Robert F . Carrol l . Roy. 
$5, 2m2w, 1 act . A serious play in 
which a b ro ther and two sisters 
find they cannot shake the influ
ence of a domineering f a the r even 
a f te r he is dead. 

May Eve, by Ann Cleveland. 
Roy. $5, 2m2w. Dramat ic comedy 
in whieh a mother and daughte r 
resolve their differences and 
daughte r f inds a t r u e love on the 
magic night of May Eve. 

Samuel F r e n c h Addit ional 
p l ays : 

Three Acts : 

O Mistress Mine, Belvedere, The 
People Next Door, June Dawn, and 
Caught in the Villain's Web. 

Also, Time and Tod, Pistol Pete, 
Fancy Meeting You, Rehearsal for 
Death, and Hansel and Gretel. 

Also Man in the House, Tanks 
to Mary Ann, Up to Your Ears, 
No Place Like Home, and The 
Happiest Years. 

Also, Song at the Scaffold, With
out Love, See How They Run, The 
Clock Struck Twelve, and Gaslight 
Gaities. 

Also, Pink String and Sealing 
Wax, Love and Learn, Strictly Dis
honorable, and Present Laughter. 

One Act : 

A Little Bird of a Woman; Dear
ie, You're a Dreamer; Candy for 
Your Birthday; and Dead -to 
Rights. 

Jobs in Ceramics Field 
Still Easy to Locate 

While most engineer ing fields 
now have more appl icants t h a t 
job opportuni t ies , the reverse is 
t r u e in ceramics, Univers i ty of 
Texas Professor F . K. Pence says. 

Pence , director of t he Univer
si ty 's Ceramic Engineer ing De
p a r t m e n t and the research labora
to ry in t h a t work, dec lares : 

"The field is wide open in Texas 
a t this t ime, and it offers a g radu
a te a te opportuni ty to own p a r t 
of a stable, small business in a 
shor t t ime. 

" F o u r of 18 depa r tmen t g radu
a tes of the last two years have or
ganized and now own thei r ce
ramics manufac tu r ing plants . Sev
eral o thers a re near t he top in 
managemen t . " 

Extemporaneous Speakers Urged 
To Get Good Background in News 

Extemporaneous Speech has 
long been recognized as one of 
the most valuable of all t he 
speech contests cponsored by the 
Interscholast ic League. This con
tes t encourages the t ra in ing of 
skills not only for immediate con
tes t use bu t develops abilities and 
skills which are t ransfer red into 
lifelong use . 

Intel l igent evaluat ion of events 
and keen insight into world de
velopments a r e abilities which 
should be a pa r t of the thinking 
of every clear-sighted citize of 
our country . One of the g rea tes t 
t ra ining needs today in keeping 
our democracy safe is tha t of be
ing able to express publicly these 
intel l igently ar r ived a t evalua
t ions. F r e e speech is guaran teed 
by our Const i tut ion. One of the 
main purposes of the Extempor
aneous Speech Contest is t o see 
tha t s tudents have the opportuni
ty to use this r ight advantageously 
and effectively. 

An extemp speech is a shor t ad
dress p repared in advance and 
delivered from a few notes and 
key thoughts . I t is no t memorized. 
S tuden ts depend on their own 
flow of language and background 

prepara t ion for t he exact wording 
in giving the i r speeches. The qual
i ty of spontanei ty and the illusion 
of " the f i rs t t i m e " a re integral 
pa r t s of such speeches. 

A t t h e ex temp sections of the 
various S tuden t Activity Confer
ences held all over t he s t a t e this 
year , discussion was held with 
representa t ive extemp coaches on 
these ques t ions : 

1. W h a t makes a good extemp 
subject? 

2. Should the subject have de
clarat ive or in ter rogat ive phras
ing? 

3. Should the exact subjects be 
issued before contest or should 
only sample topics be issued? 

4. Should subjects be fairly 
na r row or should they allow for 
broad in te rpre ta t ions? 

5. Should the speech be mainly 
persuasion or informat ion? 

S. W h a t should be the sources 
of mater ia l for extemp? 

7. Wha t should be the respon
sibilities of t he extemp coaches? 

There was genera l agreement 
tha t questions, for the most par t , 
make the best subjects . Nearly all 
extemp sponsors agreed that the 
exact subjects should not be is-

Administrator Lauds Music's 
Values to School, Community 

Regional Meet Sites, 
Directors Announced 

(Continued from Page 1) 
will mee t a t Odessa High School 
Odessa. Super in tendent of Schools 
W. A. Miller is the Director Gen
eral . 

The distr icts assigned to each 
region in each conference have 
been changed since last year . The 
a l ignment is now: 

Region I includes AA Distr icts 
1, 2, and 3 ; A Districts 1 th rough 
5 ; and B Districts 1 through 10. 

Region I I includes AA Distr ict 
4 ; A Districts 6 th rough 9; and 
B Distr icts 11 through 23 . 

Region I I I includes AA Distr ic t 
5 through 9 ; A Distr icts 10 
th rough 14; and B Distr icts 24 
th rough 40. 

Region IV includes AA Distr ic ts 
10 th rough 13; A Distr ic ts 15 
through 20; and B Distr icts 41 
through 56. 

Region V includes AA Districts 
14, 15 and 1 6 ; A Districts 21 
through 2 5 ; and B Districts 57 
through 67. 

Region VI includes A Distr icts 
26 th rough 30 ; and B Districts 
68 th rough 78. 

Region VII includes A Distr icts 
31, 32, and 33 ; and B Distr ic ts 79 
th rough 86. 

Region VII I includes B Distr icts 
87 th rough 92. 

(Continued from Page 1) 
v i ronment filled with a var ie ty of 
s t imula t ing musical experiences. 

If proper ly directed, the music 
p rogram can be of inest imable 
value to a school system and the 
community. These values which na
tura l ly spr ing from a well-rounded 
program, m a y be briefed as fol
lows: 

Music Develops Correct At t i 
t udes—The music program pro
vides oppor tuni t ies to develop bet
t e r a t t i tudes of living. The p ro 
g ram is unlike any other offer ing 
provided in education, for he re 
you may teach and a t the same 
t ime have an oppor tuni ty to see 
t he resul ts of your teaching ex
pressed in a creative manner . The 
p rogram requi res diligence, co-op
erat ion, and an unending amoun t 
of hard work on the p a r t of t h e 
s tuden t s—and this experience will 
car ry over into other subject a reas . 
I n other words , let us say t h a t 
par t ic ipat ion in any one of t he 
t he many fields of musical activi
ty is an excellent "mind disciplin
i n g " factor , beneficial to the en
t i re school system. 

Citizenship—Music affords one 
of the be t t e r means of teaching 
citizenship. The program develops 
an unders tand ing and appreciat ion 
of fellow s tudents and a recogni
tion of the r ights , privileges, and 
duties of others. Music is a tonic 
to the school system, the s tudent , 
and the whole community. The 
need for active co-operation on 
the p a r t of the s tuden t is always 
pronounced and this const i tutes 
a t remendous contr ibut ion to t he 
welfare of the school. 

Wor thy Use of Leisure T ime 
— I t is general ly recognized t h a t 
all s tudents have a cer ta in a m o u n t 
of t ime t h a t is no t used effectively 
in the i r genera l education. Music 
provides var ie ty in t he daily ex
periences of the s tuden t and r e 
lieves boredom in other work. Not 
only does music provide for wor
thy use of leisure t ime while a stu
dent in the school, bu t there is a 
carry-over into la ter life t h a t is 
very pronounced. Habi ts and in
teres ts t h a t a r e formula ted in 
school a r e cer ta in to become a p a r t 
of the individual af ter school work 
te rmina tes . 

Pe r sona l i ty—We a r e all con
cerned about the development of 
personal i ty of t he s tudents who 
a t t end our schools. W e real ize 
t h a t the success of many indivi
duals is dependent upon person
ality t ra i t s . I t is my thinking t h a t 
the Public School Music P rog ram 
makes a very valuable contr ibu
tion t o t he s tudent ' s educat ional 
welfare in t h a t the personal i ty of 
the individual s tuden t is impor t an t 
in the ins t ruct ional program, and 
a t the same t ime i t is a vital con
s iderat ion in the success of the in
dividual or groups who are pa r 
t icipat ing. Solo and ensemble pa r 
t icipation, in al> probabili ty, con
t r ibu te more to the personali ty de
velopment of the s tudent than does 
large group par t ic ipat ion. 

Public Rela t ions—Adminis t ra
tors in all pa r t s of Texas are be
coming increasingly aware of t he 
need for a be t t e r public re la t ions 
program. The awareness of th is 
need should not stop wi th adminis
t r a to r s , bu t should be carefully 
evaluated by teachers of vocal and 
ins t rumenta l music. Unquest ion
ably, the music p rogram has un 
limited possibilities and advantages 
as a public re la t ions medium. Pa r 
ents and lay people of a school 
communi ty a r e definitely encour
aged and impressed when they see 
and hear a high-type musical or
ganizat ion represen t ing their com
muni ty . This feeling is carried over 
in the suppor t of the to ta l educa

t ional p rog ram of the school dis
t r ic t . 

Spiri tual Value—Musical par t i 
cipation will elevate the s tudent 
into realms of feeling and action 
tha t will create a desire on the 
p a r t of t ha t s tuden t to be a more 
responsive person. One of the 
more pronounced contr ibut ions to 
the par t ic ipat ing individual is t ha t 
it lifts the plane of living to a high
er degree. I t br ings out the best 
in an individual. Therefore , the 
spiri tual values t h a t come from 
music mus t be recognized in t h a t 
it gives the s tudent a sense of 

value. . 

/ 
There a re many other school 

and community values in a well-
rounded and well-balanced music 
program other than these. It is 
impossible to include all the values 
derived from the program. How
ever, the health factor should be 
considered. Correct posture , cor
rec t deep breath ing, exercise 
through marching, all contr ibute 
to the physical well-being of the 
s tudent . 

In addition, those who a re pri
vileged to wear the uniform of a 
band or the robe of a choral group 
derive a source of satisfaction and 
pleasure in represen t ing their 
school and community. This per
sonal pride will na tura l ly create a 
desire on t h e p a r t of the s tudent 
to be well groomed and maintain 
the highest possible s tandard . 

In the final analysis, an appre
ciation of good music on the p a r t 
of all who have anyth ing to do 
with music—whether as a part ici
pan t or a l is tener—is grea t ly de
sired. The public schools of Texas 
should, therefore , make as g rea t 
a contr ibut ion to the development 
of a wide-spread movr—«nt for 
music appreciat ion as possible. As 
an adminis t ra tor , I am most r eady 
to uphold the music educator ' s 
s logan—"Music for every child— 
every child for mus ic . " 

sued before the contest , bu t many 
coaches liked to receive sample 
subjects which their s tudents could 
use for pract ice . The best subjects 
seemed to be those tha t requi re 
specific information, ye t allow 
the s tudents the use of their own 
ini t iat ive in drawing conclusions 
and present ing opinions. 

S tuden t s a re asked to r ead 
widely on cur ren t events , select 
effective pa r t s for individual sub
j ec t s and present an accura te eval
ua t ion of the mater ia l to an aud
ience. The best examples of ex
t emp speeches a r e those t h a t per
suade the audience to do some 
th inking on the i r own. Speeches 
which present both sides of the 
question and then emphasize the 
advan tages of one side over the 
o ther in view of the facts p re 
sented a r e usually the most suc
cessful. Every extemp speech 
m u s t contain . informat ion and 
mus t be in teres t ing . 

Magazines which have been rec
ommended for s tudy in extemp 
speech th is year a r e : Time, News
week, Vital Speeches, United 
States News, Our Times Scholas
tic, United Nations World, and 
Current History. The most inten
sive s tudy on these magaz ines 
should be on the J a n u a r y , Febru
a ry and March issues. S tudents , 
however, should not confine the i r 
r ead ing to j u s t these th ree 
months . S tudents should have good 
background mater ia l covering 
several months of reading for the i r 
subjects . Of course, the s tuden t 
canno t r ead all of these maga
zines every month . H e should, 
however, have access to a t least 
t h r ee good news periodicals. A 
s tuden t usually has no difficulty 
with any of the topics if he make's 
a hab i t of reading the major news 
i tems in several of the publica
t ions and keeps up wi th a good 
daily newspaper. 

Teachers sponsoring ex temp 
speech should be completely fa
miliar with the objectives, s tan
dards and rules of the contest . 
These a r e found in the Consti
tu t ion and Rules which each 
League member-school has re
ceived. Addit ional copies may be 
secured from the Sta te Office for 
25c. The League uses the main 
events in cur ren t na t ional and 
in te rna t iona l news as the basis 
for topics. The teacher should en
courage s tudents to s t a r t ear ly in 
reading and speaking on c u r r e n t 
events . 

I t has been found tha t the best 
extemp speakers s t a r t to work a s 
soon as school opens. Bu t s tudents 
who ge t s tar ted l a t e should no t 
be discouraged. If they have kep t 
up wi th cu r r en t events—even 
though they have not done so with 
ex temp speech in mind—they 
will find t h a t a f te r a l i t t le p rac
t ice they can t r ans fe r such back
ground mater ia l into effective 
ex temp speech mater ia l . 

Educator Cites Values 
of Music to Students 

DR. W. H . HODGSON — Dean 
of the Nor th Texas College School 
of Music, Dr. Hodgson Is vice-
president of the Texas Association 
of Schools of Music, and a 1 lem-
ber of the Nat ional Music Teach
e r s Association and the Music 
Educators ' Association. He also 
serves as minis ter of music a t t he 
Firs t Methodist Church, Denton, 
and holds degrees from the Uni
versities of Minnesota and Iowa. 

GREENBACKS ELUDE 
REDSKINS 

Only two per cent of the In
dians living in America have in
comes exceeding $500 a year . 

PHOTOGRAPHIC H I N T 

Photographs may be cleaned by 
wiping lightly with a piece of old 
linen dipped in warm ammonia 

U.S. Administrators 
Elect W. T. White 

(Continued from Page 1) 

view and Bonham. White entered 
t he Dallas School System in 1931 
as principal of Sunset High School. 
F r o m 1941 to 1945 he was an as
sis tant super in tendent . 

On his election to the superin-
tendency of t he Dallas schools in 
1945, Whi te ins t i tu ted t h r e e long-
range p lans for t h a t system. Fi rs t 
was the reorganiza t ion of the Dal
las schools a long the lines of mod
ern educat ional t rends . To achieve 
this , t he p r o g r a m of in-service 
t ra in ing of personnel was stepped 
up by the in t roduct ion of an ex
tensive child s tudy program and a 
summer workshop. 

The adminis t ra t ion was also 
reorganized to allow the problems 
of adminis t ra t ion and ins t ruct ion 
to r u n vert ical ly th roughout t he 
system. The second objective was 
to divorce t he school system from 
the city government and make 
i t an independen t unit . This was 
accomplished in 1947. 

The thi rd and largest i tem was 
to provide housing for the boom
ing scholastic populat ion of Dal
las. A $10 million bond issue was 
tu rned to the schools on the oc
casion of t he separat ion from the 
city. It became apparen t in 1948 
that this amoun t was inadequate . 
Under the leadership of Supt . 
White, a $16,500,000 issue in ad
dition was voted last September . 

The professional activities of 
the Dallas super in tenden t include 
presidency of the Texas Associa
tion of School Admin is t ra to r s ; 
membership in the In t e rg roup 
Educat ion Commission of the 
AASA, 1946-47; chairmanship of 
the 1949 Yearbook Commission of 
the American Association of 
School Adminis t ra tors . He is also 
chairman, Textbook Commission, 
Texas Association of School Ad
min i s t ra to r s ; past-president of 
Secondary School Principals As
sociation in Texas, and life mem
ber of t he Nat ional Educat ion 
Association and Texas S ta te 
Teachers Association. 

(Cont inued f rom P a g e 1) 

This fac t has ve ry rea l implica
t ion when we come to making 
musical plans, whe the r they be for 
a whole school system, for an indi
vidual organizat ion, or for t he 
work of one individual s tudent 
th rough a year . I t is obvious t h a t 
we mus t unde r t ake to encompass 
t h e widest possible area of musical 
var ie ty if we a re to give each indi
vidual s t imulat ion for maximum 
growth and development. By a r 
r ang ing fo r these v a r i a n t types of 
activity and music to be per 
formed, we can cer ta in ly avoid 
many of the disastrous mistakes 
t h a t in the pas t have destroyed so 
m a n y music s tuden t s ' na tu ra l in
teres t . 

An i l lustrat ion of this can be 
found in piano lessons. Thousands 
of s tudents have been dr iven from 
music dur ing the tender years by 
an over-application of technical 
work, scales, arpeggios and Bach. 
However, all these ingredients a r e 
necessary in the development of 
an accomplished pianist and musi
cian; bu t too frequent ly an en t i re 
diet of this mate r ia l will resul t in a 
complete emotional d isa t tachment 
to music, which may last an en
t i re l ifet ime. 

When this actual ly t akes place, 
scales, etc . , have obviously no t 
been the positive value in the mus
ic ins t ruct ion p lan t h a t t h e y 
should ideally have been. Varied 
activity dur ing t h e pupil ' s ea r ly 
s tudy including folk, dancing, 
singing, exercises, scales, and mu
sical games, is much more ap t to 
resul t in a favorable or ienta t ion to 
the whole realm of music. 

Wi thou t a very lengthy art icle, 
is it impossible to do more t h a n 
enumera te some of the specific 
values t h a t I feel should accrue 
from any well t hough t o u t system 
of music t r a in ing tha t has ade
qua te direction. H e r e a r e some: 

1. I t enriches t he individual ap 
precia t ion and unders t and ing of 

one of the g r e a t forces of our civi
lization. If you doubt t h a t i t is 
one of the most impor tan t and 
compulsive functions of our civili
zation, t ry finding any organiza
t ion which does no t b r ing music 
into i ts activities. Churches, wom
en 's clubs, service organizat ions, 
conventions, games, armies—all 
use music. 

2. Because of t h e socialized 
charac te r of most musical part ic i
pat ion, i t is one of the easiest and 
most direct means for the suc
cessful teaching of good school 
and communi ty cit izenship. Yon 
cannot have a good band wi thout 
good band citizenship. 

3 . The individual qualit ies of 
self-confidence, leadership and un
selfishness can develop na tu ra l ly 
as the individual 's musical abil i ty 
grows and the community becomes 
aware of his contr ibut ion. 

4. Cer ta inly in the nex t genera 
t ion, our ci t izenry will have more 
and more t ime for leisure t ime ac
tivities, and I can th ing of no 
more valuable way of ut i l iz ing 
t h a t leisure activity t h a n th rough 
socially cont r ibut ing musical en
terpr ises . 

5. Cer ta inly m a n y o the r a r ea s 
of individual development t h rough 
music could be specified, bu t I 
think tha t I would suggest as pe r 
haps most impor tan t the fact t h a t 
music offers a means of r ec rea t ive 
re laxat ion and an ideal escape 
from t h e nervous in tens i ty a n d 
growing tempo of our t ime. I f 
music s tudy and par t ic ipat ion can 
aid religion and all civilization, i t 
will assure its place as a funda
menta l e lement of educat ion. 

I t is this g r e a t wholesome and 
energizing type of exper ience 
which we mus t build in individuals. 
If we succeed the re , t he g lamour 
of bands , the finesse of t he choirs 
will have been successful. Wi th
out this individual development, 
our efforts will be as " sound ing 
brass and t inkl ing cymbals . " 

Speech In Texas Schools 

»HIS column belongs to Texas Speech 
teachers for discussion of speech 

problems 
activities 

and news concerning Speech 
in Texas high schools. Com-

The Borger High School d ra 
mat ic club, The Borguild Theatre, 
produced " S u n - U p " fo r a two-
night r u n in December. Members 
of t he club a r e now working on 
the three-ac t "My Sister E i leen" 
which will be presented Feb rua ry 
23 and 24. 

The high school speech classes 
presented in assembly las t fall an 
original Thanksgiving program " A 
Spiri t Feas t . " A t p resen t five 
radio plays a re in product ion and 
will be presented over t h e school 
public address system and the lo
cal radio stat ion. John P . Ban-
vard is d i rector of Speech and 
Drama a t Borger. 

The cast of "Moor B o r n " from 
White Deer High School was in
vited to p resen t a cu t t ing from the 
play a t the Oklahoma City In
vi tat ional Tournamen t on J a n u a r y 
6 and 7. Wendel l Cain was direc
tor . Several s tudents also took p a r t 
in the dramat ic reading, extem-

munications should be sent to Mr. Bruce 
Roach, Box H, University Station. 
Austin, Texas, who is editor of this 
column. 

poraneous poe t ry and humorous 
prose divisions a t t he t o u r n a m e n t 
which was held a t the Classen High 
School. 

Some recen t high school p ro 
ductions repor ted to th is office 
w e r e : 

"Hollywood, Here I C o m e " by 
Big Spr ing High School's j un io r 
class; 

" T h e Inne r Wil ly" by t h e jun io r 
class of Cotulla High School; 

"Mother i s a F r e s h m a n " by t h e 
Silver Masque Players of Robert 
E. Lee High School, Bay town; 

"The Campbells a re Coming" 
by Kermi t High School; 

"On Borrowed T ime" by Red 
Dragons of Aus t in High School. 

Har l ingen High School s tuden t s 
a r e tak ing a g r e a t in te res t in t h e 
Civic Guild Product ions in t h a t 
city. They will par t ic ipate in " F a i r 
and Warmer , " "Peg O' My H e a r t , " 
and "The Heiress ." 

For Good of Students 

Amarillo Principal Endorses Change in Age-Semester Rule 
By R. B. NORMAN 

Principal , Amaril lo High School 
The super in tendents of member 

schools of t he Universi ty In te r 
scholastic League will have oppor
tun i ty this spr ing to choose be
tween the present 18 and one-third 
year age ru le coupled with the 
eight consecutive semester rule be
ginning with the n in th g rade , and 
a 19 year ru le as of September 1 
combined with a 10 consecutive 
semester ru le beginning with the 
eighth grade . There a re undoubted
ly some advan tages to be claimed 
for both of the measures . I should 
like to present some of the advan
tages which, it seems to me, the 
proposed rule has over the present 
ru le . 

One strong a rgument against the 
present rule lies in the fact tha t a 
pupil who has been regular ly pro
moted from the first through the 
12th grade may be allowed an ex
t r a year for eligibility depending 
upon whether his 18th b i r thday 
came prior to May 1st or af ter
wards . 

This is to say t h a t a pupil who 
was born before May 1st, and 
who entered the first g rade on 
September 1st following his sixth 
bir thday and who received regu la r 
promotion th rough the 12 grades , 
would become 18 pr ior to May 1st 
in the last semester of his senior 
year . A pupil born April 30, 1932, 
who would en ter the first grade 

September 1st, 1938, a t t he age 
of six would become 18 Apri l 30, 
1950, a b o u t one mon th before 
g radua t ion . This same pupil , if 
born May 1, 1932, would have a 
13th year of eligibility possible. 

Under t he 19 year age rule , wi th 
September 1st as the de te rminant 
date , the re could be no such dis
cr iminat ion as the above for the 
normally promoted pupil. F o r ex
ample, a pupil born Augus t 3 1 , 
1932, would enter the first g rade 
September , 1938, and g r adua t e 
J u n e , 1950. He would become 18 
Augus t 31 following graduat ion . 
He would, of course, have ano ther 
year of possible eligibility had he 
no t g radua ted . The same boy if 
born September 2nd, 1932, on ac
count of t h e scholastic census age 
de t e rminan t date of September 1, 
general ly used in Texas could no t 
en te r school unt i l September 1st, 
1939, a t t he age of seven lacking 
one day. With normal promotion he 
would g radua te June , 1951 , and 
would become 19 September 2, 
following his graduat ion . Thus , he 
would also have an ex t ra yea r of 
possible eligibility despite the fac t 
he was delayed one year in enter 
ing school due to the census de
t e rminan t date. 

The removal of the de te rminan t 
da te to September 1 removes the 
discr iminatory factor of the pres
en t 18 and one-third year age ru le . 
The same a rgumen t as made thus 

far for the 19-year age ru le as of 
September 1, could be made for 
an 18 year age ru le as of Septem
ber 1. 

The principal objection to t he 
18-year age rule as of September 
1, is t ha t u n d e r the 12 yea r sys
tem, no al lowance is made for par 
t icipation in the senior yea r of 
pupils who have been r e t a rded 
pr ior to t h e eighth grade . If all 
the pupils of a school system a r e 
considered from the first g rade 
through the 12th, i t will be found 
t h a t r e ta rda t ion , to some degree, is 
a normal r a t h e r t h a n an abnormal 
si tuation. F o r instance, a survey 
of t he records of 219 boys g radua t 
ing fram the Amarillo Senior High 
School J u n e 1, 1949, showed t h a t 
72 or 32.7 per cen t of them were 
r e t a rded a t least one semester in 
high school a lone. Considering 
those who wi thdrew before g radua
tion, the pe rcen tage of r e t a rda t ion 
would have been much larger , and 
again, re tada t ion below t h e eighth 
g rade would have been still larger . 

The average age of the 219 male 
graduates of Amaril lo High in 
1949 was 18.37 a t the t ime of 
graduat ion . Twenty-seven, or 12.3 
per cent of them were ineligible 
under the p resen t age ru le dur ing 
their senior year . This is a sizable 
number , for t he age rule applies to 
par t ic ipat ion in all League spon
sored activit ies, band , orchest ra , 

choral and l i terary events . It is 
predicted tha t all Texas high 
schools will be on the 12 g rade 
plan before or dur ing the year 
1951-52 when the full effect of t he 
12 grade plan, which has been in 
effect in Amaril lo since the first 
full class of 1944, will be reflected 
in the ages of g radua tes . 

A survey compiled from a study 
of rules from all the s ta tes having 
leagues comparable to Texas ' Uni
vers i ty Interscholast ic League 
shows the average eligibility age 
to be 19.96. The four s ta tes bound
ing Texas have age ru les as fol
lows: New Mexico, 20 ; Oklahoma, 
2 1 ; Arkansas , 2 1 ; and Louisiana, 
19. Raising of the Texas rule to 
19 would encourage more non-
conference competi t ion wi th these 
out-of-state schools. This is very 
desirable when scheduling of non-
conference games within the s ta te 
is so difficult. California and Geor
gia a r e t he only s ta tes having 18 
year age rules . 

I t will be contended by some 
t h a t t o increase t h e a g e to 19 
would tend to over-emphasize a th
letics in Texas. I t would seem dif
ficult to subs tant ia te such an a rgu
m e n t in view of the fac t t h a t Tex
as probably emphasizes football 
a t p resen t more t h a n a n y other 
s ta te , and i t happens to have t he 
lowest age rule . One mus t look 
for o the r causes of over-emphasis, 

if any , in Texas t h a n the age ru le . 
An expected objection t o the 19 

y e a r age r u l e is t h a t i t will force 
14, 15, and 16 year olds to play 
agaist boys 17, 18, and 19. The 
answer to this is tha t coaches do 
not select boys for the t e am on 
the basis of age bu t r a the r on t he 
basis of abili ty. Probably t h e t r u t h 
of the m a t t e r is t ha t the average 
age of all high school boys for 
part ic ipat ion in football, par t icu
larly, should be raised all a long t h e 
line. There a re many high school 
boys g radua t ing now who a re unde
veloped physically for rugged com
peti t ion in football. Many of them 
would m a t u r e to enjoy playing in 
their senior year if one yea r were 
added to their ages. 

Probably the most conclusive & 
convincing a r g u m e n t in behalf of 
extending t h e age limit to 19 yea r s 
lies in the thesis t h a t some r e t a r d a 
tion in e lementary school is nor
mal , due to many causes over 
which the re is no control , and t h a t 
par t ic ipat ion in the athlet ic p ro 
g r a m in the high school should no t 
be denied t o large numbers who 
were delayed in reaching high 
school. There can, of course, be no 
re ta rda t ion leading to addi t ional 
eligibility in high school because 
of the s t ra ight semester ru le . This 
is as i t should be, for i t p reven ts 
the evil of holding over in high 
school for athlet ics only. 
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30th Basketball Tournament 
To Honor First State Champs 

The th i r t ie th a n n u a l S t a t e 
Championship Basketball Tourna
men t will honor t he men who won 
the first championship of the s ta te , 
29 years ago. 

Seven boys, their manager and 
the i r coach, came to Austin from 
El Paso High School in 1921, and 
a f te r defeat ing Shiner and Celina 
on March 11 , and Houston and San 
Antonio o n M a r c h 1 2 , w e r e 
crowned the first basketball cham
pions of the Universi ty Interscho-
lastic League. 

Invitat ions to a t tend the thir t i 
e th tournament aa guests of the 
Interscholast ic League have gone 
out to seven of these nine men who 
made up that first winning combin
ation. 

Louis Springer was the captain 
of the team. His teammates were 
Andrew Cohen, Sandi Esquival, Al
fred Uhlig, R. A. Brown, Howard 
But le r and J . C. Holford. Er ic 
Monroe was the manager and Lu
t h e r Coblentz was t h e c o a c h . 
Springer and Coach Coblentz a re 
deceased. 

Esquival , now a widely recog
nized orthopedic physician and sur
geon of Aust in, will ac t as host 
for those members of the t eam who 
a r e able to a t tend the tournament . 
The t eam is w ide ly scat tered, with 
its members , wi thout exception, 
holding impor tan t positions in 
the i r chosen professions. 

Andy Cohen, whom the 1921 El 
Paso High School Annual described 
as " t he pr ide of the school because 
of his wonderful showing of sports
manship" , is now a manager of the 
E a u Claire Bears , a professional 
baseball club of Eau Claire, Wis. 
He it was who won the gold medal 
sportsmanship award in tha t first 
t o u r n a m e n t 29 years ago. He also 
carr ied home from Austin medals 
for being a p a r t of t he winning 
t eam and for being chosen on the 
all-state team. He was elected 
captain for 1922. 

Alfred Uhlig, the center for the 
victorious Tigers, is now assis tant 
vice-president of the Sta te Na
t ional Bank of El Paso. 

R. A. Brown, now an El Paso 
grocery owner, was an able al ter
nat ive a t the center position, and 
was noted in the yearbook as " a n 
exceptionally good shot ." 

Butler , now a Marine Corps 
colonel s tat ioned a t t he Nat ional 
W e r College, Washington, D. C , 
was a guard on the championship 
team. The year book gave him high 
praise for having become a vital 
un i t of the victorious team al
though he had known nothing of 
t he game when the season s tar ted , 
and had to learn in a few months 
all t ha t more experienced men had 
learned in years of play. 

J . C. Holford, now assis tant su
per in tendent of the A m e r i c a n 
Smelt ing and Refining Company, 
Morenci, Ariz., was one of the 
two al l- important substitutes whom 
Coach Coblentz chose from his 

. home squad of 13 men. 

Monroe is now with Radio Sta
t ion KTSM, El Paso. As manage r 
he was almost single-handedly r e 
sponsible for ge t t ing the El Paso 

t e a m to Aust in . Wi th practically 
no help, he raised over $500 (a 
t r emendous amoun t in those days) 
by visiting business men in the 
town, so tha t the team could come 
to the s ta te tou rnament . 

Captain Springer played guard 
on the team and was selected on 
the all-state team a t the tourna
ment , the only team captain to win 
this honor. 

Esquival was noted in the year 
book for being "exceptional ly good 
on his floor work, being one of the 
fas tes t men on the t eam . . . He 
was first choice forward on the 
second all-state team. If the judges 
had waited unti l the final game had 
been played it is certain tha t he 
would have been picked on the 
first five." 

No t only did the El Paso High 
t eam win the 1921 Texas t i t le, but 
they were also officially champions 
of New Mexico as well, having de

feated Alamogordo, Las Cruces 
and Albuquerque by large scores 
to an n ex t h e t i t le in t he i r neigh
bor ing s ta te . The t eam was no t un
defeated, however, for i t lost 4 
games during1 the course of the 
year . I t won 17 games. 

The champions scored a total of 
659 points to their opponents ' 335 . 
The largest score run up by the 
El Paso group was against the 
Eighth Cavalry, 55-18; the worst 
defeat was by the Calumus Club, 
26-20, bu t the defeat was la te r 
avenged by a score of 44 to 20. 

The scores on the tournament 
games were 45-5 over Shiner, 28-
14 over Celina; 24-15 over Hous
ton, and 25-11 over San Antonio. 

Those of this first championship 
t eam who a re able to a t tend the 
t o u r n a m e n t will be honored by 
the League and the teams compet
ing in the th i r t ie th s ta te champion
ship race . 

30 LSN Stations to Carry 

Basketball Finals Broadcast 
A network of a t least 30 radio 

s ta t ions will car ry the broadcast 
of the th i r t ie th annual S ta te 
Championship Basketball Tourna
m e n t finals on March 4. A play-
by-play broadcas t of the champion
ship games for Conference AA, A, 
and B will originate from Gregory 
Gymnasium a t The Universi ty of 
Texas , Aust in . 

Magnolia Pet ro leum Company is 
sponsoring the broadcasts , which 
will be carr ied through the facili
t ies of t he Lone Star Network. 

The first game to be broadcast 
will be the Conference B cham
pionship match, scheduled to be
gin a t 2:05 p.m., Sa turday, March 
4 . The broadcast itself will begin 
five minutes earl ier . The Con
ference A finals will follow imme
diately upon completion of the 
Class B game, with the broadcast 
runn ing continously from 2 p.m. 
unt i l 5 p.m. 

The Class AA final game is 
scheduled to begin a t 8:20 p.m., 
wi th the broadcast going on the 
a i r five minutes earl ier . 

Magnolia will also sponsor the 
broadcas t the following week of 
t h e championship game of the City 
Conference Championship Tour
nament . The play-by-play account 
will begin a t 9:00 p.m., Sa turday, 
March 11 , and will be carr ied by 
s tat ions WRR, Dal las; KFJZ , For t 
W o r t h ; KHTH, Hous ton ; and 
KMAC, San Antonio 

The opening game of the tour
namen t in Aust in begins Thurs
day, March 2, a t 8:45 a.m. Con
ference A and B games a r e sched
uled until 3:10 p.m., Fr iday, 
March 3, when the first AA teams 
meet . 

Sa turday ' s schedule includes, in 
addit ion to the final games as 
no ted above, the Class B consola
t ion game a t 8:45 a.m., the Class 
A A semi-finals beginning a t 
10:10 a.m.; and the A and AA 
consolation matches beginning a t 
6:35 and 7:50 p.m., respectively. 

The stat ions which will car ry 
the championship games, as ten
tatively listed by the LSN a re : 

City 
Abilene 
Amarillo 
Austin 
Austin 
Beaumont 
Big Spring 
Brownwood 
Corpus Christi 
Dallas 
El Paso 
Fort Worth 
Houston 
Jacksonville 
Longview 
Lubbock 
Lufkin 
Marshall 
Midland 
Odessa 
Palestine 
Paris 
Pecos 
San Angelo 
San Antonio 
Sherman 
Texarkaria 
Tyler 
Waco 
Weslaco 
Wichita Falls 

Station 
KWKC 
KGNC 

KNOW 
KTBC 
KFDM 
KBST 

KB WD 
KEYS 
KRLD 
KROD 
KFJZ 

KLEE 
KEBE 
KFRO 
KFYO 
KTRE 
KMHT 
KCRS 
KOSA 
KNET 
KPLT 
KIUN 
KTXL 
KTSA 
KRRV 
KCMC 
KGKB 
WACO 
KRGV 
KWFT 

KC 
1340 
710 

1490 
590 
560 

1490 
1380 
1440 
1080 

600 
1270 

610 
1400 
1370 
1340 
1420 
1450 
550 

1230 
1450 
1490 
1400 
1340 

550 
910 

1230 
1490 
1460 
1290 

620 

Texas Prof to Visit 
North Carolina College 

Dr. J o h n Lloyd Mecham, Uni
versi ty of Texas government pro
fessor, will be visiting professor 
a t a special University of North 
Carolina summer session J u n e 12-
Ju ly 20, 1950. 

Poli t ical science in Hispanic 
America will be emphasized a t 
the Nor th Carolina session, the 
th i rd in a co-operative summer 
school series under a Carnegie 
Corporat ion g ran t . 

At Odessa, Georgetown 

Over 600 Attend Conferences 
A tota l of more than 600 stu

den ts a t t ended the two Student 
Activities Conferences held in 
J a n u a r y . A little over 300 a t tend
ed both the Georgetown (Centra l 
Texas) and Odessa (West Texas) 
conferences. 

Fine wea ther and smoothly-
Working organizat ion character
ized both meets . Angus Springer, 
head of the Speech Depar tment , 
Southwestern University, George
town, and W. T . Bar re t t , Pr in
cipal, Odessa High School, were 
t he directors of the conferences. 

Representat ives from 16 Cen
t r a l Texas schools heard speech 
and d rama demonstra t ions and 
criticism of the demonstrat ions by 
Edga r Shelton, director of Foren-
sics, Universi ty of Texas, J ames 
Moll, Depar tmen t of Drama, Uni
versi ty, and Bruce Roach, Direc
to r of Speech Activities, In te r 
scholastic League. The demonstra
t ion debate was given by George
town vs. Lampasas s tudents unde r 
t h e direction of Mrs. Angus 
Springer and Miss Nina Verser , 
respectively. 

A demonstrat ion of color in 
lighting, given by Chairman 
Springer opened the drama sec
tion, where a demonstrat ion play 
was presented by Cuero High 
School s tudents , Mrs. Orita Mor
rison directing. 

Demonstra t ion declamations 
were given by two Cuero s tudents 
and three Lampasas s tudents . 
Rosebud s tudents gave extempor
aneous speech demonstrat ions. 

In the Journal ism Section, Miss 
Mary Elizabeth Fox, Southwestern 
Universi ty, acted as chairman. 

P r o g r a m section chairmen includ
ed I. E. Clark of Schulenberg and 
Mrs. J . D. Bellamy, Lampasas. 
Pane l discussion members includ
ed Miss Evelyne Piercy of Belton, 
Granville Pr ice , School of Journa l 
ism, Universi ty of Texas, Miss Fox, 
a n d Bluford Hestir , Director of 
Journal ism, Universi ty Interscho
last ic League . Professor Price ad
dressed the journal i sm delegates 
on "Clar i ty in News Wri t ing ." 
Criticism sections were led by 
Miss Fox, Price, and Hest i r . 

A t Odessa, 30 schools were rep
resented . In the Speech Section 
of the program, demonstra t ion de
ba tes were offered by Midland vs. 
San Angelo s tudents , under the 
direct ion of Miss Ve rna Har r i s and 
Miss Vivian Chennaul t , respective
ly. Bruce Roach was consul tant . 

Three demonstration plays were 
presented. I r a an students , directed 
by Miss Elizabeth Grubb, present
ed Thursday Eve. Ysleta students, 
under Roy Chambliss, gave A 
Woman's Privilege. And F . W. 
Sadler 's Odessa s tudents did Wheat 
Fire. Mouzon Law, Depar tment of 
Drama, Univers i ty of Texas, was 
crit ic consultant. Superintendent 
of Midland Schools F r a n k Monroe 
was chairman for the debate sec
t ion ; C. B. Downing, I raan Su
per in tendent , presided a t the 
d r ama section. 

Chairman for the declamation-
ex temporaneous speaking section 
was E. W. Smith, F o r t Stockton 
Super in tendent . Two speakers 
f rom Sonora, coached by Hal H. 
Hervey, and one from Brownfield, 
coached by Mrs. A. B. J inkins, 
gave jun ior declamations. Senior 

declamation demonstrat ions were 
given by s tudents from Mona-
hans, Big Spring, and Andrews, 
unde r the direction of Mrs. I ta 
Kit trel l , Mrs. Janel le Davis, and 
Miss Alice Cade, respectively. Ex-
temp demonstra t ion speakers 
came from Lubbock, Odessa and 
F o r t Stockton. Thei r coaches were 
D. M. Howell, F . W. Sadler, and 
Peggy LaVerne Pouncey, respect
ively. Consul tants for this section 
were Law and Roach. ~ 

The Journa l i sm Section was 

high-lighted by a ta lk on common 

repor t ing er rors by Charles San-

som, School of Journal ism, Uni

vers i ty of Texas. P r o g r a m section 

chairmen included Pau l Pa t t e r 

son of Crane and Miss Anne Lou

ise Jones , Odessa, who acted as 

hostess f o r the section. Consult

an t s included Mrs. W. J . P a r r of 

Midland, Bluford Hest i r , Pa t t e r 

son, and Sansom. Criticism sec

t ions w e r e led by Sansom and 

Hest i r . 

Two Medical Branches 
Boost Spastic Schools 

The Univers i ty of Texas medical 
branches a t Galveston and Dallas 
have offered their co-operation in 
the projected location of t ra in ing 
schools for spastic children. 

The Texas Sta te Hospital Board, 
with Claude Gilmer, former Texas 
House of Representat ives speak
er, as chai rman, is considering lo
cation of the t r a in ing schools. 

F IRST S T A T E CHAMPIONS—The El Paso High 
School basketbal l team of 1921 won the first Inter
scholastic League s ta te championship. Members of 
the team were, left to r ight, s tanding, Coach Luther 

Coblentz, J . C. Holford, Al Uhlig, R. A. Brown, 
Howard Butler , and Manager Eric Monroe; kneel
ing, Sandi Esquival, Louis Springer , and Andy 
Cohen. 

Girls' Basketball Plan 
Drafted by Committee 

The answers in this column are in no 
sense "official interpretations." Only the 
State Executive Committee is competent 
under the rules to make official interpreta-
tions. and the State Committee's interpre
tations appear in the Official Notice column 
of THE LEAGUER. These are answers to 
inquiries which are made in the course of 
routine correspondence with the State 
Office of the Interscholastic League. 

Q. Can a school pay $15.00 for 
an under -gradua te award, with t h e 
s tudent paying $5.00 of the above 
amount and not violate the Awards 
Rule? 

A. No. The school is co-op
era t ing in c i rcumvent ing the 
Awards Rules, and such subter
fuge is a violation. The school 
cannot assist or co-operate in any 
way in evading the Awards Rule 
without violating the same. Order
ing awards th rough the school, or 
us ing school assis tance in any 
way, is cons t rued as circumvent
ing the Awards Rule. 

Q. Would accepting a wris t 
watch in a boxing t ou rnamen t 
make a boy ineligible? If so, 
could he preserve his eligibility by 
declining the watch? 

A. Yes, the acceptance of a 
wrist watch, boxing robe, boxing 
gloves, or any i tem of valuable 
consideration, would be a viola
t ion of the A m a t e u r Rule and 
cause the boy to forfeit his eligi
bility. He can accept symbolic 
trophies and minia ture golden 
gloves wi thout jeopardiz ing his 
eligibility. The ac t of winning an 
individual athlet ic event does not 
forfei t a boy's eligibility bu t it is 
the receiving of cash or valuable 
consideration which violates the 
amateur ru le . 

Q. Will it be possible for a boy 
to represen t his school in golf in 
the district, regional and s ta te 
meets as a singles player and also 
as a member of a school, or r e 
gional foursome? 

A. I t is possible for a singles 
player to be included on the 
school's foursome provided he is 
so designated. 

Q. Will the golf foursome from 
the district to the region, and from 
region to s ta te , be composed of 
boys from one school, or will the re 
be composite t e a m s from more 
than one school? 

A. The foursome or team mus t 
be from the same school, and the re 
can be no composite teams from 
the district or t he region to the 
S ta te Meet. In o the r words, you 
advance by school teams and no t 
be picking the bes t boys out of 
the district as a whole to make a 
foursome. 

Q. The explanat ion of the golf 
rules s tates , " T h e singles r epre 
sentat ive m a y also be a member 
of t he t e am provided t h a t he is 
so designated." Does this mean 
t h a t in the dis t r ic t meet , for in
stance, a school could have two 
four-man teams and three singles 
players, a to ta l of 1 1 ; or two four-
man teams, a to ta l of eight, with 
three of the eight from either or 
both teams combined designated 
as singles p layers? 

A. This in te rpre ta t ion is cor

rect . 

Q. W h a t is t he purpose of the 

single competi t ion in golf? 

A. The purpose of the single 

competit ion is t o take care of 

those schools which do no t have 

enough qualified personnel to 

make a t eam b u t do have indi

vidual boys who might progress 

to the s ta te golf championship 

News snd Views 
of the Coaches 

BY STAN L A M B E R T 
Publicity Director, T H S C A 

This column's expose las t month 
of professional baseball scouts ' 
meddl ing with high school athletes 
b rought a howl from a newspaper 
located in a Texas League city. 
In fact two entire columns, much 
of which was in bold face type, 
bera ted this wr i te r in par t icu la r 
and the football coaches in gen
eral for not taking i t ly ing down. 
Would t h a t all our columns ra ted 
as much comment! I t is proof to 
us tha t we hit somebody r ight 
between the eyes—else i t would 
not have ra ted this prominence . 
His comments also indicate to us 
tha t t h a t column mus t have been 
forcefully wr i t ten with leadpipe 
s ledgehammer a rguments—which 
af ter all is the tes t of good edi
torial wri t ing. He also spelled our 
name correctly and identif ied us 
with t he r ight ins t i tu t ion—for all 
of which we would be an ingra te 
if we did no t express ou r thanks . 

After re-reading the above par
agraph we wondered why we de
voted that much space to it . Af ter 
all the column was wr i t t en for 
school adminis t ra tors and coaches 
to let them know what is happen
ing in some sections of the s ta te 
and to warn them to be on the 
lookout because "i t could happen 
he re . " 

Now up in another section of 
the s ta te where (1) t he l ightning 
has already struck once, (2) there 
is no professional baseball in t h a t 
immediate vicinity, and (3) they 
love their high school football , the 
opinion and comment w a s a b i t 
different . 

After quoting excerpts from the 
aforesaid column, J o h n Clift, 
Sports Edi tor of The Denison 
Herald adds among other things, 
" L a m b e r t , goes on to po in t ou t 
specifically the 'Denison Case' 
which involved Bob Leach and said 
t h a t 'na tura l ly the footbal l coach 
resents this intrusion on the p a r t 
of the scout. ' We cer ta in ly th ink 
t h a t Lamber t has made his point 
and w e wan t to be quick to rec 
ognize i t . " 

Then he went fur ther and rec
ommended that the UIL adopt a 
rule tha t would prohibi t baseball 
scouts from talking to anyone 
save seniors. Of course i t would 
be a bi t difficult for the League 
to enforce such a ru le ; bu t we 
jus t cited his column to show the 
cont ras t in thought . 

Amateur s and professionals 

(and consequently the suppor ters 
of each respectively) j u s t don ' t 
think al ike—never have and never 
will. Our wri t ings reflect the ama
teur viewpoint. 

Some of the Class A football 
coaches a re a litt le upset over t he 
fact tha t they will be the only ones 
excluded from spring football th is 
year . The fact t h a t they lost in 
the League balloting by w h a t 
amounts to two ex t ra points in a 
74-76 game makes it even ha rde r 
for them to take. The Board of 
Directors of the Coaches Associa
tion has gone on record as being 
in favor of helping them g e t 
spr ing pract ice restored. 

On first thought it would appear 
that having another referendum in 
the Class A schools only would be 
a very simple mat te r . However, 
when we look on the other side of 
the fence we can find some ob
ject ions to such a procedure when 
the administrat ion of the en t i re 
League program is brought t o 
focus. 

Although Class A lost by a very 
small margin , we might point o u t 
t ha t only 89 of the 340 B Schools 
voted for i t ; t h a t six-man footbal l 
lost by only one vote, and t h a t 
only 39 of the 85 Class AA schools 
voted in favor of it . If ano ther 
re fe rendum were reques ted for 
Class A only, the League would 
probably take the position t h a t 
they would be laying themselves 
open to charges of discrimination. 
Then some of the opponents of t h e 
ru le in the other classes could 
point to the figures quoted above 
and say t h a t they would like an
other vote in their conference too. 

The above suppositions do no t 
necessarily express our v iewpoint ; 
bu t we learned many years ago 
t h a t the other side always has i ts 
problems too—and that the i rs a r e 
jus t as impor tan t to them as ours 
are to us . 

From where we are si t t ing it 
appears to us that possibly it 
might be wise from the s tandpoint 
of everybody to let it rock along 
a year or two and see how happy 
everybody concerned is with i t . 
Af ter a t r ial period it could t u r n 
out tha t the Class A's were the 
only ones who a re r ight . W e jus t 
can ' t get away from the idea t h a t 
those who have spring football 
now have the grea t responsibili ty 
of making it work. W e have 
s ta ted that position on several oc
casions and are even more con
vinced of it now than ever. 

The gir ls ' basketball committee 
appointed by the S ta te Execut ive 
Committee me t in the League 
office J a n u a r y 2 1 , 1950. The 
committee was composed of the 
following: Super in tendent John 
T. Morris, Claude, Cha i rman; 
Super in tendent L. M. Blackman, 
P e t t u s ; Super in tendent D. T. 
Loyd, Eas t Mountain ( G i l m e r ) ; 
Super in tendent J . Milton Edds, 
Academy ( T e m p l e ) ; Mrs. A. A. 
Krause , Freder icksburg ; Mrs. Es
ther Weir, High School, George
town. 

The committee recommended 
that the NSWA basketball rules 
be adopted for girls ' basketball 
League games with the following 
exceptions or modifications: 

(1) The establ ishment of a 
circle with a 6-foot radius directly 
under each basket , in which circle 
the ball can be t ied by the guards 
wi thout penal ty. 

(2) The ball should be put in 
play in the center circle by the 
team scored upon a f te r each goal 
has been made , except when a 
mult iple th row has been allowed 
and the last th row missed. In 
the event a foul occurs in the last 
three minutes of the ball game, 
if the player taking the shot makes 
the goal she will be awarded the 
ball a t the sideline mid-court . If 
the goal is missed the ball is in 
play. 

(3) Five t ime-outs shall be al
lowed per game. 

(4) A caught ball mus t be 
thrown within five seconds. 

(5) Five fouls (personal , tech
nical or combination) shall dis
qualify a player from the game. 

(6) Tie games shall be deter
mined by playing a 3-minute over
time period. If the score is still 
tied another 3-minute period shall 
be s tar ted , and the first team to 
score a field or foul goal shall be 
declared the winner . 

(7) Players a re allowed to talk 
to the coaches dur ing t ime-outs 
and between quar te rs . 

The limited dribble is included 
in NSWA rules and will be used 
in League games. 

The above additions, in the opin-
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BLAME T H E EGYPTIANS 

The ancient Egypt ians probably 
invented the art if icial bath , ac
cording to the Encyclopedia Bri-
tannica. 

Sixteen junior high schools in 
the District 12-AA a rea l a s t month 
completed plans for a series of 
Interscholast ic League Meets to 
de te rmine district champions in 
10 events. 

The distr ict thus formed is the 
first Interscholastic League junior 
high school distr ict to b e organ
ized. Its Director Genera l is G. B. 
Rasco, Principal of Lake Jackson 
Jun ior High School, L a k e Jack
son. 

Competit ion will include num-
bersense, declamation, one-act 
play, r eady wri ters , deba te , spell
ing and plain wri t ing, play-ground 
ball, tennis , t rack, and field, and 
volleyball. All contests will be held 
this year a t Lake Jackson Jun ior 
High. The first mee t in t h e district 
competition will be v o l l e y b a l l 
single elimination t ou rnamen t s for 
boys and girls, to be held March 
10. 

On March 17, single elimination 
tou rnament s for boys ' and gir ls ' 
p layground ball will be held. On 

the same day a single el imination 

t ou rnamen t for all divisions of t en 

nis will be held. This will include 

both boys ' and gir ls ' singles and 

doubles. 

All l i te rary events except one-

ac t play will be held on March 3 1 . 

One-act play competition is sched

uled March 30. The t rack and field 

meet will also be held March 3 1 . 

The schools which a r e included 
in the new junior high distr ict 
a re , Galena P a r k ; Woodland Acres , 
Galena P a r k ; Jackson, P a s a d e n a ; 
South Houston, Pasadena ; Aust in , 
Galveston; Lovenburg, Galveston 
Horace Mann, Bay town; Bay town; 
Texas City; Alvin, Angle ton; Wes t 
Columbia; Lamar , Rosenburg ; Ve-
lasco, F r e e p o r t ; F r e e p o r t ; Lake 
Jackson. 

ion of the committee, will make 
for a game which is in te res t ing 
and s t imulat ing, ye t will be in 
keeping with accepted s tandards 
of hea l th and safety. 

The following s tandards were 
set-up to be included in the gir ls ' 
basketbal l plan to be incorporated 
as a p a r t of the Consti tut ion and 
Rules of the L e a g u e : 

(1) Tha t no member school 
compet ing for League honors shall 
play more than 36 games in a 
season up to the cert i fying of the 
distr ict champion. This shall be 
all-inclusive and shall include non-
distr ict games, invi ta t ional tour 
namen t s and distr ict games both 
matched and tournament . 

(2) Tha t no t eam shall play 
more than two matched games (as 
dist inguished from tou rnamen t ) 
per week, and tha t a t eam shall* 
be allowed to en te r no more than 
three invitat ional t ou rnamen t s 
per season. 

( 3 ) Tha t no team shall play 
more than two games per day 
with a t least six hours be tween 
the end of the first game and the 
beginning of the second game. 

<4) There shall be on file in 
each school a medical certificate 
and a pe rmi t from the gir ls ' par 
ents o r guard ian g ran t ing the i r 
permission for her to play, for 
each girl who par t ic ipates in any; 
game which counts on League 
s tanding. 

( 5 ) I t is recommended that in 
the case of a male coach, a wo
man appointed by school officials 
be assigned to accompany the 
team on all tr ips and a t games. 

The same rules relat ive t o mem
ber schools playing non-member 
schools who a re eligible fo r 
League membership will be in 
effect as is t r u e of all o ther 
a thle t ic plans listed in the Consti
tu t ion and Rules. A defea t by a 
non-par t ic ipat ing T e x a s high 
school, except by a j un io r high 
school or a dormitory school, r e 
gardless of size o r da te , shall 
e l iminate from the district, r e 
g ional or s ta te race . A defea t by 
a school n o t eligible to League 
membership shall no t count . 

HISTORIC T H E A T E R STANDS 
Ford ' s thea te r , where Lincoln 

was shot, still s tands in Washing 
ton, a l though it no longer is used 
for theat r ica l purposes. 

Postcripts on Athletics 
BY R H E A H. WILLIAMS 

Director of Athletics 

The 1950 League baseball pro
gram is j u s t a round the corner, 
and it appears a t this t ime t h a t it 
will be ano ther banner year . The 
1949 season was t he best ever ex
perienced in high-school baseball 
in the S ta te of Texas. 

Our records show tha t 635 
schools actually fielded baseball 
teams last spring, with Confer
ence B listing 364, Conference 
A 175, Conference AA 77, and 
the City Conference 19. There 
were over 10,000 boys engaging 
in baseball games which counted 
on League s tanding dur ing the 
1949 season. 

The first s ta te championships in 
Conference AA and City were suc
cessful in all aspects. Gate r e 
ceipts and in teres t were well above 
what was expected. All t eams at
tending the S ta te Meets were r e 
imbursed adequate ly to t ake care 
of the i r expenses to the Tourna
ments . Regional and bi-district 
races were conducted successfully 
in Conference A and Conference 
B, respectively. P lans a re now in 
progress for a g rea t e r and be t te r 
baseball p rogram for all confer
ences this year . 

Baseball is needed in t he high-
school athlet ic program to provide 
a well balanced sports curriculum. 
Many boys prefer baseball over 
any other sport, and deserve to 
have the r igh t to play it. I t is 
t rue t h a t in m a n y areas baseball 
is no t a financial success, bu t this 
in itself is not sufficient reason 
for dropping i t f rom the athlet ic 
program. If the t r u e tes t of an 
activi ty 's wor th in the school p ro 
g ram is ga te receipts , then our 
educational philosophy needs r e 
modeling. In te res t in baseball can 
be increased, and has been in 
many communities by a concen
t r a t ed effort on t he p a r t of high 

Japanese to Use UT 
Teachers' Handbook 

Japanese industr ial teachers 
may soon t ra in s tudents by use 
of a Univers i ty of Texas publica
tion. 

The Univers i ty ' Extension Di
vision's Industr ia l and Business 
Training Bureau has received a 
reques t from the Chuo-Kyoiku-
Tosho (Cent ra l Educat ional Book 
Publishing Company) of Tokyo 
for permission to t r ans l a t e a shop 
teachers ' handbook published by 
the Bureau in 1947. 

Edi tor Junnosuke Inami wrote 
tha t he wanted " to make these 
valuable suggestions available for 
Japanese indust r ia l teachers.*' 

school officials, coaches, and lay
men. Unfor tuna te ly m a n y of our 
a thlet ic directors wan t i t to fai l 
in high school, and they use every 
legi t imate excuse available t© 
prejudice author i t ies aga ins t i t . 

T h e loss of school t ime can b e 
reduced by scheduling games a t 
night or la te in the af ternoon, and 
secondly, by playing one game per 
week on Sa tu rday af te rnoon. I t 
is t r u e tha t the coach would have 
to work on Sa turday , bu t yon 
hear no pro tes t from football or 
basketbal l coaches who have t o 
work on Saturdays , and if a sin
ce re in te res t is there on the p a r t 
of the coach he will not object . 

The outcry t h a t professional 
baseball scouts a re t ry ing to in
fluence s tudents no t to p lay foot
ball is undoubtedly t r u e t o a small 
ex ten t . The professional baseball 
scouts have a few "sour app les" 
jus t like the Footbal l Coaches' As
sociation has , bu t by fa r and large 
bo th groups a re composed of hon
est m e n who wan t to observe the 
established ru le . 

I t appears t h a t the two princi
pal ins tances repor ted to th is office 
of in te r fe rence in the high-school 
a thle t ic p rogram by professional 
baseball men a re real ly • insignifi
cant in the face of the size and 
scope of the baseball p rogram in 
Texas . The office is willing to 
pursue to the end any in te r ference 
or contac t by professional baseball 
scouts with high-school baseba l l , 
p layers , bu t so far this office has 
received noth ing b u t general i t ies 
on th is subect. 

The re are adequate rules to p re 
vent this happening if those indi
viduals contact ing s tudents can be 
specifically named and listed to 
this office. 

If a person would look ha rd 
enough he could possibly find some 
football coaches who have advised 
s tuden t s not to par t ic ipate in base
ball. A s tudent ' s choice in athlet ic 
par t ic ipat ion is no t a one-sided 
m a t t e r , bu t involves the guidance 
of h i s pa ren t s , school officials, 
medical personnel , and above all , 
the s tudent ' s own interes ts . 

I t is the sincere hope of th is 
office tha t all school adminis t ra
tors and coaches will give baseball 
a fa i r chance and no t t ry to br ing 
this fine sport to a slow death. 
Recent surveys show t h a t high-
school boys prefer baseball to any 
o ther sport, pr imari ly because i t 
is fun to pract ice and play the 
game . The pressures which a r e 
found in o ther sports are not 
p resen t in this game. 

L e t us give baseball its fair 
place in our high-school athlet ic 
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