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COMMENCEMENT theme, June 
3, Palestine high school was 

Pan-America.' Speeches by pupils 
' all dealt with our southern neigh 
bors, and the music, by school mu 
sical organizations, was almost all 
Mexican or South American. This 
was 100% school talent, and is an 
other instance of recognizing the 
school commencement as an educa 
tional opportunity.

SPEAKING of modern com 
mencements, let's not overlook 

Breckenridge high school, whose 
program, May 31 last, was devoted 
to Horace Mann, father of the 
American free public school. Pro 
gram was entirely by members of 
the class, six of them presenting 
respective phases of Mann's life 
and philosophy. Music was fur 
nished by the high-school chorus 
and the high-school orchestra.

OUR good friend, J. M. Mom- 
eny sends in a copy of the 

Benavides Scholar, school paper, 
issue of May 31. It is choke-full 
of optimism and advertising, re 
flecting the spirit of a wide-awake 
and progressive school community. 
This special issue, we judge, takes 
the place of the school annual, 
which shows that Benavides is in 
the vanguard with a few other 
schools in the State who are adopt 
ing this modern device.

LOOKING over records in the 
Interscholastic League last 

spring we felt moved to write Mrs. 
D'Alva Pearce, of Huffman, the 
following note: "Let me give you 
a word of congratulation on the 
unusual record of your pupils in 
the University Interscholastic 
League. Last year, you won first 
place in the State contest in Ready 
Writing, and, if I remember cor 
rectly, had three pupils qualified 
for the State Meet. This year you 
com© with two declaimers, a boy 
and a girl. The boy wins first place 
in the State Contest, and the 
girl, second place. I think that this 
is perhaps the record for a school 
in the League no larger than your 
school, which has only about 75 
pupils."

*-|~*HE Picture Memory sample 
JL test service wins this praise 

from Vida James, of Estelline: 
"I want to thank you kindly for 
the Picture Memory test service 
and want to express my opinion 
of its value. I do not think it is 
surpassed. It creates a keener in-

(See Letter Box Page 4)

Extracurricular Conference 
Draws Representative Group

Lively Discussions Mark Two Sessions of First
Annual Get-Together of Teachers and

School Executives

(Minutes by Dorothy Wooten Jones, Highland Park High, Dallas)

*~pHE first Annual Interscholastic League Conference on
- Extracurricular Activities convened at The University 

of Texas, May 7 and 8 with about 100 school executives and 
teachers from every section of the State in attendance.

The leader of the Conference, Dr. Elbert K. Fretwell, Pro 
fessor of Education, Teachers College, Columbia University, 
outstanding in this field, provided the program and lead the 
discussions.

Dean T. H. Shelby, Extension Division, The University of 
Texas, presided at both sessions of the Conference.

The general subject for consid-4- 
eration of the Conference was 
"Pupil Participation in School 
Government." This subject was 
divided into a number of topics, 
with a designated leader for the 
introduction of each topic.' The 
first topic (leader, Geo. H. Wells, 
principal Austin High School) and
notes of his remarks follow: 

I
It is the business of the school 

to organize the whole school sit 
uation so that there is a favorable 
opportunity for everyone, teachers 
as well as pupils, to practice the 
qualities of the good citizen here 
and now with results satisfying to 
the one who is doing the practicing.

Mr. Wells emphasized the re 
sponsibility of the administration

(See Conference Page 4)
      o     

Texas Teacher Awarded 
Scholarship in England

'POINTING OFF" DEBATE

Error Occurs, Says Writer, in 
Differing Values of Points

DEBATE judging by points is 
open to serious criticism. J. 

T. Graves, Superintendent of the 
Crowell public schools, writes a 
very pointed paragraph concern 
ing this custom, as follows:

"Often in debate judges make a 
mark every time one side makes 
a point. At the end of the debate, 
they count the number of marks 
and the side that has the most re 
ceives the decision regardless of 
what kind of argument was 
brought out. It seems to me that 
this is an unfair way to make a 
choice, for one serious objection 
made by one side may be equival 
ent to a number of minor objec 
tions made by the opponents."

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The public school is the bul 
wark of the American Nation. 
I acknowledge the obligation 
that I owe to the State and to 
this community for the train 
ing which I hare received; and 
as an expression of my grati 
tude, I here and now, in the 
presence of these assembled 
witnesses, cheerfully and unre 
servedly pledge myself ever to 
give such support to the public 
schools as my financial ability 
will permit and always to exert 
my influence as a citizen of 
Texas to uphold their ideals 
and to increase their useful 
ness in the preparation of the 
boys and girls of today to be 
the men and women of to 
morrow. F r o m Commence 
ment Program, Palestine High 

School, June 3, 1937.

 \jISS IRENE ARNETT,
-'-* *  teacher of dramatics in 
Lamar Junior College, Beau 
mont, spent the summer in 
England on a scholarship in 
the Central School of Drama 
and Art, studying theatrical 
work including voice, diction, 
acting, and directing.

Miss Arnett, who has been a 
teacher of English and dramatics 
at Lamar Junior College for ten 
"years, was awarded the scholar 
ship on the recommendation of 
Miss Belle Kennedy of the London 
Theater. Miss Kennedy is also on 
the lecturing staff of the Pasadena 
Playhouse.

It was in her home town of 
Carlinsville, 111., where Miss Arnett 
first became interested in the 
stage, when at the age of six she 
became acquainted with the chil 
dren of a stock company who were 
playing at the Carlinsville Theater.

Several of Miss Arnett's pupils 
have won scholarships to Pasa 
dena. During the past year, four 
of her pupils, by the aid of schol 
arships, have studied there, three 
of them graduating this spring.

Her plans for the Lamar Cur-, 
tain Club this year include eight 
fUll-length plays, beside many 
shorter plays and sketches.

M'CABE BROTHERS 
SET NEW RECORD

Billie, 7, Jrmmie, 9, Score
100% in Carson Co. Music

Memory Contest

S. JOHN J. SHIRES, 
principal of the Conway 

rural school, transmits some 
interesting information about 
the McCabe brothers, Billy 
and Jim, who composed the 
Music Memory contestants of

TEACHER URGES 
PRESCRIBED LIST

Declares Assigned Selections
Would Greatly Improve

Declamation Contest

Jim Billy

the Conway. sehool in the Car 
son County Interscholastic 
League meet last spring. The 
letter follows:

"Two of my pupils, Billy and 
Jim McCabe, Conway School, have 
received their letters stating their 
music memory score sheets have 
been graded 100 per cent in your 
office.

"We are very proud of these 
brothers, and feel that they have 
done most excellent work. Billy is 
only seven years old and is in the 
second grade in school. Is there 
another in the state of his age and 
grade to receive a 100 per cent 
rating?* We gave no special

*So far as we know, considering the 
youth of the pupils, this constitutes a 
record. The test is recognition, name of 
selection, name of composer of twenty-one 
classical selections.
coaching to this boy as all of our 
music memory work was carried 
on as daily classroom work.

"In the beginning, I had no idea 
that he would be one of my con 
testants. Jim is in the fifth grade 
and is ten years old. These boys 
are the sons' of Mr. and Mrs. H. 
V. McCabe of Conway."

Education Professor Asks, 
"Dare the Teacher Breathe?'

(By Frederic Weltzin*) 

I

*T*HAT public education oc-
 ^ cupies a strategic position 

in any sound plan of social 
readjustment is clearly recog 
nized by most intelligent and 
thoughtful persons. That the 
need for efficient public in 
struction is today probably 
more vital than in any other 
period of our national history 
can scarcely be questioned.

Yet there are thousands of com 
munities, usually villages and 
country districts, in which the in 
creasingly important place of edu 
cation is not understood. In such 
communities there exist peculiar, 
old-fashioned attitudes which give 
rise to influences that exert an ex 
ceptionally harmful effect upon 
education and this is the more true 
because these malign forces strike 
of the sine qua non of ade 
quate school instruction efficient 
teachers.

Teachers Don't "Rate"

There is in a large number of 
jackward rural centers a crushing 
ndifference toward the work of the 
;eacher.

Furthermore, as weighed in the 
mental balance of the comparative 
worth of men and women, teach 
ers as a class are held not to 
amount to very much, one reason 
for this being that in the hinter 
land even more than in the 
metropolis the possession of wealth 
is the great measure of success.f 
Another reason lies in ignorance of 
the meaning and nature of educa 
tion. It is undoubtedly true, also, 
that the personality, character, and 
ability of many a rural or village 
teacher is such that her stature is 
actually unimpressive by any 
measure. But that is a result, not 
a cause.

"Parasites"

In a few communities these de 
plorable attitudes are so intensified 
that teachers are almost regarded 
as parasites. Residents in such 
communities scarcely deign to 
speak to their teachers not out of 
anger; the teachers are merely ig 
nored. Anyone acquainted with 
the conditions of rural and village 
education can cite instances of all 
sorts indicating utter disregard for 
the teacher, her comfort, or work.

f A few years ago a state supreme court 
judge wrote into a formal decision of his 
tribunal, ". . . few persons are so stupid 
as to make teaching a life business."

.(See-Education Professor-P. 4)

(By Mrs. Roy Hollar, Kerrville)

XTO CONTEST is harder to 
judge or to direct than 

the contest in declamation. I 
once evolved a plan by which 
all speech contests were to be 
recorded by a dictaphone and 
judged in some college across 
the State. When I had about 
perfected this plan, I realized 
that it wouldn't work or some 
one else would have thought 
it out long ago. Then I re 
solved never to labor again on 
this line.

However, this suggestion that 
we have a list of approved decla 
mations stirs me to action.

1. Such a list would do away 
once and forever with the ten 
dency to select something new and 
a little more dramatic than the 
rules actually warrant.

2. Teachers would be relieved 
of the embarrassment ensuing 
when a selection they have vetoed, 
or at least discouraged, places in 
the contest.

3. Selections placing in finals 
for state and district contests 
might be dropped from the list to 
kill the bugaboo that certain se 
lections are "lucky" no matter 
who says them.

4. Any professionally minded 
person might submit selections to 
the committee that all might profit 
from their choices.

5. Pupils using the list would 
be encouraged to do selective 
reading.

6. It would broaden the field 
and lessen the tendency to use one 
theme repeatedly.

7. The judges would be relieved 
of the responsibility of deciding 
eligibility of material.

8. Bearing in mind that the 
purpose of the League is to spon 
sor contests for many .children 
rather than to display the few we 
can see where such a list would 
promote interests of the many in 
declamation.

Denison Takes 3 Firsts In State Meet

Houston South End Schools
Celebrate Their League

Victories at Banquet

ILLUSTRATED by one 

three-column cut and one 
two-column cut, the Houston 
Press, May 29, published the 
following story concerning 
the banquet at the Rice Ho 
tel honoring the pupils of 
South End schools who distin 
guished themselves in speech 
contests of the Interscholastic 
League in 1936 and 1937:

"The boys and girls took charge 
of the program. John Stephens, 
speech arts champion of San Ja- 
cinto in 1935, was toastmaster.

"Representing their schools on 
the speakers platform were Wil 
liam Hinds of Sidney Lanier 
Junior High who tied for first 
place in debating; Robert Schuh- 
mann of John J. Pershing Junior 
High, extemporaneous speaking 
champion; Cianne Kaster of Al 
bert Sidney Johnston Junior High, 
declamation champion; Avrohm 
Wisenberg of San Jacinto and 
Marjorie Landreneau of San 
Jacinto.

"The John H. Freeman award 
to the outstanding San Jacinto de 
bater was presented to Julius Gold- 
berg by Mr. Stephens. Goldberg 
and Wisenberg won the state de 
bate title and finished secqnd in 
national competition.

"More than 200 students were 
present with parents and friends.

"Dad's Club officers are Raymond 
P. Elledge, president; Arthur Le- 
fevre, Frank Clemens, Joe H. Rus 
sell and John B. Tucker, vice pres 
idents; H. 0. Mueller" secretary, 
and Frank W. Ilfrey, treasurer.

"P. G. Houchins was chairman 
of the banquet committee and M. 
H. James, reception committee 
chairman."

"PICTURED with the trophies 
J- they won during a series of 
Interscholastic League victories 
are the five Denison High School 
students who established a new 
Texas record by taking three first 
places in the 1937 State Interscho 
lastic League meeting at Austin.

They are, left to right, Miss Anne 

Clymer, Aaron Witz, Miss Helen 

Louise McDaniel and Frank 

Houghton, Jr., champion debaters, 
and Miss Amelia Roots, first place 
winner in senior girls' declamation. 
Misses Clymer and McDaniel com-

'Junior Democracy" Slogan of
Naf7 Student Officers Ass'n

A MIGHTY "junior democ- 
 ^ racy" is developing rap 
idly in the high schools of the 
country, according to opin 
ions voiced in Detroit, Mich., 
recently, when some 500 'teen 
age delegates m^b ig/forward 
the movement of student gov 
ernment in secondary schools.

It was the first time that these 
high school boys and girls had met 
in a national convention jointly 
with their teacher advisers. They 
came from the Pacific coast, the 
South, the Atlantic seaboard and 
nearer Midwest high schools from 
sixteen states in all.

National Organization

The organization, known as the 
National Association of Student 
Officers, was established during 
the depression and has grown rap 
idly, it was reported.

High schools are becoming the 
proving ground for democracy, it 
was brought out at the convention, 
because today almost every boy 
and girl goes to high school. These 
institutions have been so crowded 
during and since the depression 
that mingling with other boys and 
girls in such large bodies of stu 
dents is actually living in a de 
mocracy of students, it was said. 
Since the high school is no longer 
for selected youngsters, but is at 
tended by all types of the youth of 
the population, it is truly a "slice 
of democracy."

As an example of how capable 
high school students are in organ 
izing and accomplishing given 
pieces of work the job of playing 
hosts and preparing for the con 
vention was cited.

Delegates Housed

One of the most helpful products 
of the affair was the housing of 
the guests in the Detroit homes of 
the local students. The actual 
value in terms of cross-country 
friendships were inestimable. Imag 
ine a Detroit boy taking home with 
him for a week's stay a boy from 
Connecticut and one from Georgia, 
or a girl living for four or five 
days with two guests from Oregon 
and Virginia. Yet this is what ac 
tually happened.

The first few meetings of the 
convention were largely in charge 
of teacher advisers, outside speak 
ers, and other adult discussions. 
Then the young folks themselves 
"let loose."

"Where are you going to get 
jobs? How are you going to get 
jobs? And when are you going to 
get jobs?" asked Celeste Strack, 
national high school secretary of 
the American Student Union" New 
York. In student government or 
ganizations she urged the boys and 
girls to try to deal more with real 
life situations, concluding with the 
remark, "We are training for cit 
izenship and democracy. We are

(See Junior Democracy P. 4)

Discussion in Education

THE working men and women 
who have gone to Oxford and 

Cambridge went in order to learn. 
They found tutors at hand per 
haps even too ready to help them. 
They also found young men of dif 
ferent experience from theirs,, apd 
learned that there were other 
things than had been dreamed of 
in their philosophy. They found 
that they had full opportunity to 
discuss, to argue, and to exchange 
experience, and that, as in Dr. 
Johnson's time, a man in college 
could "fold his legs and have his 
talk out," and could find men "to 
put their minds to his." Almost 
everyone, whether teacher or ob 
server, who has spoken about life 
at Oxford and Cambridge insists 
in greater or less degree upon the 
fact that it is not the formal lec 
ture or the tuition that has the 
greatest effect on students, but the 
opportunities for intercourse, the 
discussion clubs, the talks over tea 
or after dinner, or even at break 
fast. Just as in the time of Tenny 
son, so now, they

"Hold debate, a band
Of youthful friends, on mind 

and art,
And labour, and the changing 

mart.
And all the framework of the 

land."
 Some Notes on Worker Schol 

ars at Oxford and Cambridge, Bul 
letin, Second Series, Number IX, 
The World Association for Adult 
Education, May, 1937, pp. 29-30. 
Albert Mansbridge, C. H.

prised the Denison girls' debate 
team and Mr. Witz and Mr. Hough- 
ton the boys' squad with both win 
ning first. It was the first time in 
the history of the League that any 
one Texas city won three first 
places in the literary division of 
the League.

EDISON ENRICHES

San Antonio School Develops
Collateral Training in

This Field

PHYSICAL Education is 
considerably expanded in 

a unit of work prepared for 
 the pttpi!sA:-a«-the Thojrm  ; A, 
Edison High School, San An 
tonio. This unit involves some 
extracurricular activities, as 
may be noted from the follow 
ing letter from Principal 
W. F. Sylvester, descriptive 
of the unit:

"Our program calls for the 
physical work or exercises three 
days a week and two days a week 
devoted to the study of various 
subjects, such as physiology, hy 
giene, safety in the home, person 
ality, citizenship, etc. All of this 
has been worked into a four-year 
course of study.

"I am sending you our unit on 
personality and citizenship and 
along with it is a stenographic re 
port of what took place in one 
recitation word for word. When 
ever it is possible most of these 
things are dramatized before the 
class so that the mistakes can be 
pointed out by the pupils as well 
as questions asked. This was car 
ried out very successfully in the 
discussion of table manners.

"We realized the need of taking 
up the above subjects just from 
the questions the pupils contin-

(See Edison Page 4)

A Little Journey Into The 
History of U. S. Education

I. THE BOSTON LATIN 
SCHOOL

(By Eunice Fuller Barnard)

'"T'HREE hundred years ago 
the householders of the 

new settlement of Boston, 
turning from their plows and 
fishnets, met in their sod- 
roofed, dirt-floored meeting 
house and voted to have a 
schoolmaster who could teach 
their boys Latin and Greek. 
The Boston Latin School, 
which they so unceremoni 
ously started between votes 
on the management of the 
community cows, is being cele 
brated all over the country 
this year as America's first 
high school, and indeed as the 
start of our public   school 
system.

The Latin school's few hard 
benches, it is held, foreshadowed 
the palatial public high school 
which is now a chief ornament of 
almost every American town. Its

handful of pupils was the van 
guard of 'our high school's 6,000,- 
000. Its two courses, to which 
for a century it did not add, were 
the germ of the metropolitan high 
schools' 250. Its birchen rod has 
somehow miraculously flowered 
into the modern cult of pupil self- 
expression.

Public Education

Its assumption that the public 
should pay the bill has finally, it is 
said, made ours the only nation in 
the world where twelve years of 
schooling at community expense is 
considered an inalienable permis 
sive right of every boy and girl.

None of this probably the found 
ing fathers foresaw. They had 
little democratic motive and no 
thought of originality in starting 
our first publicly controlled high 
school. Far from any experiment 
in mass education, all they were 
attempting at the moment was to 
train a few future leaders, espe 
cially ministers.

The Latin school was intended 
for children of superior position 
and attainments, who, it is true,

Suggests Tariff Question 
in 1938-39 League Debates

(By David W. Heath, El Paso)

TF the subject for debate in tha 

 *  Interscholastic League for 1939 

has not already been decided, I 

should like to suggest this propo 

sition :

"Resolved, That free trade 
would be to the advantage of 
Texas."

Any economics professor could 

supply weighty arguments in the 

affirmative, while tariff leagues 

would leap at the opportunity to 

supply ammunition to the nega 

tive. The object of using this 

question would be to awaken peo 

ple of Texas to a critical attitude 
regarding tariffs.

By limiting the proposition to 

whether or not it would be to 

Texas' advantage (rather than the 
whole of the United States) the 
affirmative is helped. By calling 
for free trade the affirmative per 
haps overreaches, and this is to 
the negative's advantage. So, tha 
question would appear about 
evenly stated for both sides. How 
ever, it is the subject matter 
rather than the form of the ques 
tion that is of interest.

Had this question been used, say 
three years ago, I do not believe 
that Mr. Roosevelt could have al 
most shut off our imports of Jap 
anese cotton textiles, as he did, 
"without a single southern con- 
gressman raising his voice in op- 
position." Texas' concern in that 
incident, of course, should have 
been that Japan is the best pur 
chaser of our cotton, and that her 
exports of cotton textiles back to 
us amounted to less than ten per 
cent of the value of American cot 
ton she took.

(See Little Journey Page 4)

Small Rural School (Me,
Queeney) Wins State Cup

in Girls' Declamation

 \/TAY BELLE KOEPSEL, 
'L"A daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Henry Koespel and a 
member of the tenth grade of 
McQueeney School, was tha 
winner of the 1937 Inter 
scholastic League State Meet 
in Girls' Rural Declamation. 
This school had an enrollment 
of fifty pupils, only ten being 
in the high school. R. K. 
Shafer is principal of this 
progressive rural school in 
Guadalupe County.

May Belle Kocpsel

May Belle was coached by Mrs. 
R. K. Shafer, her English teacher. 
During her ten years in Me- 
Queeney School, May Belle has 
been a diligent student and an ex 
cellent athlete. She has won thir 
teen ribbons, six medals, and a 
state trophy. She began these in 
the seventh grade when she won 
a second place ribbon at the Dis 
trict Meet in Junior Declamation. 
In May Belle's three years in high 
school she has won eight first place 
ribbons and four second place in 
county, district and regional decla 
mation contests; three first place 
medals in state declamation' high 
point track individual in county 
meet, and best actress in one-act 
play tournament; one second place 
medal in one-act play tournament; 
and two third place medals, one 
in an invitation basketball tourna 
ment and one in the rural county 
tournament. For four years she 
has been a member of winning1 
singing teams for which no honor 
awards were made.
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"CURTHER evidence of the unfortunate tendency of school 
 *- football to become entangled in politics is revealed in the 
following item clipped from the Corsicana Sun: "An Okla 
homa athletic commission has been appointed by Governor 
Marland to direct an annual high-school football champion 
ship in that State. . . . The play-off system is to be 
modelled after that of The University of Texas Interscho- 
lastic League with A and B divisions."

"pICTURE appreciation teachers will find the League bulle 
tin No. 3634 very helpful in preparing pupils for picture 

memory contests, also sponsors of art appreciation clubs 
should have a copy. It is prepared by Miss Florence Lowe, 
head of the Fine Arts Department, Sam Houston State 
Teachers College, who has made every attempt to answer 
the questions which naturally arise and puzzle the teacher 
inexperienced in this field.

'TT'HE minister of education for Manitoba recently spent 
 *  some time in the United States inspecting vocational 

schools preparatory to the establishment of such a school in 
Winnepeg. He declared that the Miller Vocational School of 
Minneapolis is the one he will recommend as a model. Inter 
est in vocational schools in Canada is stimulated by the fact 
that the Dominion Government has made available a grant of 
$300,000 for vocational schools in the provinces on a fifty- 
fifty basis.

 \/TlNUTES of the First Annual League Conference on
 ^**- Extracurricular Activities by Dorothy Wooten Jones 
are so clear and condensed that we are publishing them com 
plete in the LEAGUER beginning with this issue. Of course, 
this is in no sense a stenographic report, but rather, consecu 
tive notes taken by a very intelligent and experienced note- 
taker. Many sponsors and executives, we feel sure, will be 
carefu^to keep copies of the LEAGUE^ containing .these notes 
for further reference.

>yECH HIGH SCHOOL (San Antonio) put itself on 
 *  parade one night last April and amply justified its 

existence in the minds of patrons and friends as they flocked 
through the halls, filled the auditorium and strolled through 
the laboratories and workshops of this great modern voca 
tional and technical school. The auditorium was filled to 
overflowing to witness a one-act play by the Little Theater 
Group, "Thank You, Doctor," which "brought down the 
house." Music, and very superior music, was furnished by 
the boys' chorus, girls' chorus and the high-school band.

One of the most interesting exhibits which we saw was 
in the Department of Cosmetology, where fifteen girls were 
learning the art of beautifying their sisters. And the Cos 
metology number in the auditorium was an eye-opener. This 
was in effect a sort of style show featuring the latest coif 
fures. This show included a contest in finger-waving, which 
was judged by experts from the leading San Antonio beauty 
parlors.

We heartily recommend the "Open House" idea as a device 
for showing just what the school is doing and for bringing 
school and community together under the most favorable 
auspices.

R. CHARLES H. JUDD insists that the "three r's" are 
social studies if the teacher presents them in a proper 

historical background and develops some of the implications 
which the studies themselves readily suggest. To write, the 
professor says, is to participate in civilization. Writing 
makes an empire such as ours possible, since it is a form of 
communication absolutely essential to a nation of any size. 
Moreover, writing is a traditional skill, an art which society 
developed and passes on from generation to generation. 
National characteristics in writing should be studied. Why 
do the Germans write as they do? Because, says Professor 
Judd, centuries ago the French taught them to write a style 
then known as Lombardian. Of course, we may expect Hitler 
to repudiate this statement, but Professor Judd says it is 
true and cites authority. Why has English script certain of 
the characteristics of Italian printing even to this day? 
There's an interesting story behind this. And language is also 
a social study. How did we ever all agree, millions upon 
millions of people, scattered here and there over the face of 
the earth, to let a certain noise stand for a certain thing. 
Why does boat mean boat and cat, cat? Let your pupils in 
on this, and they will be more interested in reading. And 
arithmetic! The social implications behind 2 plus 2 are 
immense. Arabic numerals permits the human mind to do 
tricks it could never be taught to do before. The discovery 
of zero was really more momentous than the discovery of 
America. We think the professor is right about the "three 
r's." They are, properly taught, social studies. The bare 
outline of facts of their history is far more interesting than 
romance. The reporter who reported Professor Judd's 
speech at the Conference for School Administrators at North 
western University last July described it as "impassioned," 
which means "net up." He evidently emotionalized the 
"three r's."

verbal controversy sometimes leads to violence, 
it is oftener a substitute for violence. Discussion com 

poses differences in a peaceable way. Indeed, there is good 
authority for the statement that the power to exchange, 
modify and hence compromise diverse views through oral 
or written communication is perhaps the most humanizing 
agency that modern man has received as a social inheritance. 
The discovery of fire made the campfire possible, and the 
campfire furnished both the -urge and the opportunity for 
the development and refinement of speech. Greater fluency 
in turn permitted the formation of larger social groups, and 
larger social groups created the demand and furnished the 
opportunity for extension and refinement of speech.

In our pre-historic past, inadequacy of speech limited the 
formation of social groups to tiny aggregations bound only 
by close family ties. Through constant and compulsory asso 
ciation in such a group, one individual came to understand 
another by reading the expression of his face and interpret 
ing his gestures and other actions; but the moment a stranger 
is introduced, these familiar tokens are useless, and a more 
refined method of communication becomes necessary if 
any workable understanding is reached. Thus the word 
"stranger" became in many tongues synonymous with 
"enemy," because of the natural hostility of one man to 
another whom he cannot understand. To the Greeks all non- 
Grecian dialects were barbaric; the people who used them, 
barbarians. Barbarians were distrusted. We fear that which 
we do not understand: fear leads to suspicion, suspicion to 
antagonism, antagonism to violence. Language-groups tend 
to become national groups, and diplomats are free to assert 
that but for language-differences, a United States of Europe 
might be effected within a generation. Race-differences 
(pace Hitler) are insignificant in comparison #vith language- 
differences.

How important, therefore, in our country which is con 
stantly absorbing different language-groups with diverse 
social inheritances, which is continental in extent, various 
in employment, contrary in interests to name only a few 
of the divisive factors how important that the children of 
this country should be taught to speak, to discuss, to under 
stand each other, and to compose differences around the 
council table!

This may all seem far away and beside the point as intro 
duction to a plea for wider participation by high-school pupils 
in debate, but we think it is fundamental. Debate is a means 
of stimulating a certain kind of speech discourse. All around 
us, in every daily paper, we see on an international, intra- 
national, community, family and even on an individual basis, 
discussion substituted for violence. Our own National Gov 
ernment provides warring groups of employers and em 
ployees with a sort of compulsory debating society. The 
League of Nations is, unfortunately, little more than a de 
bating society, and this term is sometimes derisively applied 
to the United States Senate. The truth is that they are de 
bating societies. Every legislative assembly is a debating 
society. Let pupils, therefore, debate, and learn by practice 
how civilized peoples may compose their differences in a 
democracy.

Minutes State Meeting
Of Delegates, May 8, /937

(By C. M. Kenley, San Angelo, 
Secretary)

PRESIDENT BENEDICT
welcomed the delegates to

the University in his usual
genial manner.

Dr. E. K. Fretwell, Teach 
ers College, Columbia, was in 
troduced by Dean Shelby, who 
presided, as "the father of 
extracurricular activities."

Dr. Fretwell Speaks
Dr. Fretwell first referred to 

Mr. Bedichek's editorial in the 
March number of the LEAGUER on 
"Democracy in the High School" 
as being an outstanding editorial, 
and suggested that each person 
present read the editorial.

He proceeded to develop the idea 
of the pupils having a share in the 
actual problems of the school. He 
described the Trenton (New Jer 
sey) annual meeting of students 
in New Jersey. In this meeting 
the students take up various topics 
as assemblies, the problems of 
school publication, etc., and dis 
cuss them in a frank and open 
manner. He said these meetings, 
attended by a thousand or more, 
have been very successful because 
the students are more frank, and 
he said more conservative than 
adults in their judgment on school 
activities. He declared that citi 
zenship training to give the stu 
dent a share in the affairs of the 
school will tend to develop more 
democratic ideals than any amount 
of direct teaching. He suggested 
for Texas that the representatives 
of the schools (that is the pupils) 
come together to tell of successful 
experiences in their schools.

Some discussion took place but 
no action was taken on the matter 
of having district, regional or 
state meetings of students to dis 
cuss their problems.

Invitation Meets
Dean Shelby then took up the 

matters that were to be discussed 
concerning changes in the League 
regulations, and he mentioned first 
that letters have come to the 
League office about abuses of invi 
tation meets. Mr. Bedichek then 
commented on the problem of 
towns using invitation meets as a 
method of raising money, and how 
that one school would reciprocate 
with others in attending the meets, 
until it had become a problem in 
some places. He suggested that 
the League might limit the num 
ber of debate, track and basket 
ball tournaments in which a school 
might participate. Dean Shelby 
then asked for those considering

this a problem to give their opin 
ion. Only three or four schools 
indicated that this was a problem, 
so no action was taken on it. 

Financing Meets
The next problem raised by 

Dean Shelby was the problem of 
financing district meets. Mr. C. E. 
Wade, superintendent of schools 
at Kingsville, said that in his dis 
trict they make an assessment on 
the schools. Mr. J. W. Summers, 
principal of Livingston High 
School, said that his district 
makes an assessment of $3 on in 
dependent schools and $1 on rural 
schools. Superintendent L. T. 
Cook of Sherman stated that his 
district levied an assessment of 
25 cents per pupil, and either the 
school or the pupil would pay this 
assessment. Mr. Bedichek then in 
dicated that the constitution does 
not provide for such an assess 
ment, and that the constitution 
should be changed if assessments 
were to be levied for the district 
meet.

Principal S. H. Eider of Wichita 
Falls suggested that the League 
send out a questionnaire to find 
out what the practices over the 
State are as to assessments. He 
stated that his Chamber of Com 
merce contributed $100 toward his 
district meet, and that a small 
charge was made to the track 
events and to the one-act play con 
test. Superintendent S. M. Brown 
of Bryan stated that his district 
charged 50 cents for playground 
ball teams, and that funds from 
his extracurricular activities in 
high school were used to meet the 
balance of the money needed. 
Claude Kellam, athletic director at 
San Antonio, stated that his dis 
trict charged only for the tennis 
balls used, and that the San An 
tonio schools took care of the ad 
ditional cost of the district meet. 
Superintendent Rufus E. Price of 
Nacogdoches moved that the 
League appoint a committee to 
study the matter of assessments to 
pay the cost of district meets. The 
motion carried unanimously. 

Music Contests
Superintendent C. E. Wade of 

Kingsville brought up the matter 
of the League initiating band con 
tests. Superintendent S. M. Brown 
of Bryan urged that band contests 
be taken over by the League just 
as other contests are carried on. 
Principal T. Q. Srygley of Port 
Arthur then stated that Latin con 
tests should also be under League 
sponsorship.

Dr. E. K. Fretwell next spoke 
of attending a band contest at

(See Minutes Page 4)

BOOKS.
MAGAZINES

Straight Texas, Volume XIII of 
the Publications of the Texas 
Folk-Lore Society, J. F. Dobie, 
Editor, and Mody C. Boat- 
right, Associate Editor. The 
Steck Company, Austin, Pub 
lishers; 1937; pp. 348.

'"p'HIS latest publication of 
 *  the Texas Folk-Lore So 

ciety is rich in the raw 
material of literature, in reve 
lations important to the novel 
ist, the historian, and the 
searcher in the realms of eco 
nomics and sociology. One 
would have to be very dense 
indeed to miss the social sig 
nificance of Mrs. Helen A. 
Moore's interesting account 
of the play party in Victoria 
County, for instance.

The "Play Parly"
Ten years ago the tenant farm 

folk of Victoria County used to 
celebrate a play party every week 
at some neighbor's farm house, 
where young and old merrily trod 
the measure of Skip-to-my-Lou, 
Shoot-the-Buffalo, and many an 
other queer mosaic of old English 
games and songs, even church 
hymns. Their fathers had come to 
Indianola by the boat-load: Poles, 
Germans, Bohemians, Swedes, and 
Anglo-Americans from the moun 
tains of Tennessee. Of course, they 
had little in common save their 
public schools and their poverty. 
Nevertheless, they found them 
selves drawn together and after a 
time cemented into a more or less 
harmonious whole by the play 
party, which, it is plain to see, is 
a unifying force more subtly pow 
erful than any manufactured 
propaganda handed down, however 
skillfully, from above. The folk 
song reaches down into the soul 
and arouses a feeling of oneness 
among those who sing it together. 
Rarely translatable into a foreign 
language, it may seem to lack 
rhyme or reason, to be important 
only for feelings, for associations. 
Unfortunately, cheap transporta 
tion, the radio, and the cinema are 
bringing about a contempt for 
such rural amusements as the play 
party in Victoria County. One can 
hardly agree with the old woman 
from the hill country who re 
marked s o m e w h at profanely, 
"Henry Ford has done more for 
young people in the country than 
Jesus Christ ever did."

"Pioneer Folk Ways"
Are you proud that you are a 

Texan, even though by adoption? 
Would you have a better under 
standing of Texans past and pres 
ent? Then read Afton Wynn's, 
"Pioneer Folk Ways," one of the 
choicest offerings of the editors, 
and you will discover so many of 
the things that historians fre 
quently forget to mention, the 
little fears, hopes, desires, and 
prejudices that make up the lives 
of the people of our State. There 
is an element of truth in all folk 
lore, even in legend; an element of 
falseness in all history, whether it 
be lack of proportion, wrong em 
phasis, or the omission of some 
thing deep-hidden in the very well- 
springs of character. History, it is 
well to recall, is made up not only 
of the recital of the glorious deeds 
of generals and the official acts of 
statesmen but of the daily doings 
of men, women, and children, the 
wise and the foolish, the brave and 
the timorous, the strong and the 
weak, the ugly even, of whatever 
race or color. Their loves and 
hates, their dreams and secret am 
bitions are revealed in legend and 
song; and these, together with the 
story of the plants and animals, 
and of the land itself with its ever 
lasting hills, valleys, and rivers 
are a part and parcel of the true 
history of a people.

Mr. Dobie's article, "Texas Place 
Names," illustrates another quality 
of folk-lore as characteristic as its 
essential truthfulness, and that is 
the indelibility of most place 
names, their lasting quality. Tressa 
Turner, Mrs. Morgan Smith, and 
A. W. Eddins offer some choice 
bits of crystalized -wisdom and hu 
mor. Mr. Eddins also presents 
some of his flavorsome anecdotes, 
including the favorite one of Dr. 
Rufus Columbus Burleson, bap- 
tizer of Sam Houston and early 
missionary to Texas, G. P. C. (Go 
Plow Corn, not Go Preach Christ). 
There are a number of delight 
ful legends and whimsies, several 
remarkable Negro portraits, a 
series of valuable articles on the 
Indians of East Texas, more yarns 
about the Law West of the Pecos, 
and a tale of hidden gold. These 
stories cover Texas like a blanket. 
Surely we are the spiritual heirs 
of a passing rich inheritance. 

Lillian .Greer Bedichek.

Chalk-Dust: A Play in Three Acts 
and Fourteen Scenes, by Har 
old A. Clarke and Maxwell 
Nurnberg; Samuel French, 
New York; price $.75.

3-act play moves
•*• rapidly in spite of its

many characters, eighteen 
speaking and fourteen silent. 
It is one of those kaleidoscopic 
dramas of the "Grand Hotel" 
type. Extremely well-planned 
and forcefully, at times beau 
tifully written, it possesses 
unity to a high degree, 
achieved by its very compact 
ness, its economy of speech, 
and the steady march up to 
the climax foreshadowed in 
the beginning. A clever pro 
logue of flashes and black 
outs recalls vividly the art of 
the cinema. Simple as are 
most of the settings, one at 
least offers a difficulty in stag 
ing to high-school groups, as 
the action is supposed to oc 
cur in an elevator between 
floors.

A bitter-sweet play, full of dis 
illusionment and most noble illu 
sions, Chalk-Dust presents against 
the prosaic background of a large 
metropolitan high school a moving 
and tender romance. Its wide ap 
peal must be due in part to the 
fact that we have all been to school 
and some of us have taught, and 
we are only too well-acquainted 
with the teacher-types, the good, 
the bad, and the indifferent. We 
have known the noble, the brave, 
and the saintly; the narrow, neu 
rotic, some few psychotic, their 
souls patinated with chalk-dust 
and shriveled by dull routine. We 
are not unfamiliar either with the 
workings of politicians or the in 
timate relation often existing be 
tween the city hall and the school 
executive offices. Although most of 
the school heads whom we have 
known have been high-minded 
gentlemen, there have been some 
made of very common clay.

This play was written by two 
teachers, who have already pro 
duced other successful plays. It 
has been produced by the Experi 
mental Theatre of the Federal 
Theatre Project, New York, and 
has had runs in Chicago, Los An 
geles, San Francisco, New Orleans 
and other cities and in several col 
leges and universities. We recom 
mend it especially to little theatre 
groups. L. G. B.

Old Spain in Our Southwest, by 
Nina Otero; Harcourt Brace 
and Co., New York; pp. 192; 
$2.

PCHOOL librarians will wel- 
^ come this book of stories 
and sketches of New Mexico. 
Pupils of the sixth, seventh, 
and eighth grades will find in 
it much that is delightful and 
informative. Lovers of folk 
lore will not overlook it.

Protected from the leveling hand 
of time by her mountains and her 
deserts, New Mexico still enjoys 
many of the tales, songs, sayings, 
and customs brought from Old 
Spain four hundred years ago. 
Nina Otero, a descendant of one of 
those who came with the Con- 
quisadores, gives the rich flavor of 
sincerity to her word-pictures of 
the life that is still lived in lovely, 
romantic New Mexico. In simple 
words, with just the right admix 
ture of history and legend, she re 
peats the tales told her as a child.

The make-up of the book is in 
keeping with its contents. The 
colorful binding and end-sheets, 
large type on heavy, creamy paper, 
numerous and highly original illus 
trations combine to produce a vol 
ume that the book-lover would not 
willingly part with.

L. G. B.

Married Teachers

FOR some years the statutory re 
quirements of the woman teach 

er and she holds more than two- 
thirds of all teaching posts in Lon 
don was that she should have 
learnt to peer into little minds over 
the edge of an inkpot rather than 
over the edge of a cot. Marriage, 
and therefore maturity, was barred. 
. . . There is an air of barbarity 
about this position which still lin 
gers among a few authorities in 
the London region: if an incon 
tinent master is divorced, he is 
dismissed from the public service; 
if a continent mistress goes re 
spectably to the altar, she can in 
some cases, be dismissed from her 
school. The compulsory steriliza 
tion of women in the educational 
industry has driven many of the 
more positive characters to escape 
while they were still young, rob 
bing the school of their services 
and the ratepayer of the expense 
of their training. The remainder 
have gone on teaching. Some never 
hear the call of life; others hear 
it and seek in vain for the oppor 
tunity to respond. The acidulating 
atmosphere of the council cloister 
does its work in time: save for an 
occasional grey-haired woman of 
fine character, the band of State- 
made neuters becomes repellant to 
normal people.

 Form Metropolitan Man, by 
Robert Sinclair, published by Alien 
and Unwin, London and Toronto.

Democracy is a spirit of social 
behavior, not a particular device of 
government. A. E. Morgan.

HIGH
PRESS '

/GREETINGS for 1937-38! 
^-* Already over the state 
high school newspapers are 
buzzing with activities as 
first and second issues come 
from the press. New stu 
dents are having the first 
touch of high school journal 
ism and older students are 
trying their hands in execu 
tive positions; and perhaps 
sponsors are wringing their 
hands.

Adopt Specific Projects

One of the most important steps 
to take at the beginning of a new 
year is to set goals for the year. 
What are the aims of your paper 
.for the year? At one of the first 
staff meetings these goals should 
be drawn up. If possible, one or 
two specific service* projects should 
be adopted, in addition to the more 
general but just as important 
pledges to serve the best interests 
of the school. One paper I know 
of had five objectives hand-lettered 
on a poster and kept that poster 
hanging in the office throughout the 
year, as a constant reminder to all 
the workers of their pledges.

As soon as possible after the 
opening of the year, the staff 
should compile a list of all the 
teachers, the subjects taught, the 
teacher's headquarters, and the 
time at which each teacher prefers 
to be interviewed. This list will 
help with the checking of names 
and the making of assignments. A 
second list should be compiled of 
all organizations in the school, giv 
ing the name of the organization, 
sponsor and officers, and time of 
meetings. A third list should be 
compiled, if possible, giving the 
names of all students, the classifi 
cation, and the birthday. Such a 
list is an invaluable aid to the 
copyreader in checking the spelling 
of names. Many school news 
papers have found the printing of 
birthday announcements an inter 
est-arousing feature.

Improvement in Papers

Improvement in Texas high 
school papers within the last few 
years has been so great that it is 
hard for judges to select the "Best" 
papers from the "Better" papers. 
Last year some of the judges drew 
up a list of characteristics which 
they believe distinguish the best 
from the better papers; I repeat 
some of those characteristics.

Both groups of papers have well- 
written news stories, attractive 
make-up, newsy headlines, enter 
taining columns, and fairly well- 
written editorials. The difference 
between the two groups begins to 
show itself in the following places:

1. Editorial titles. One of the 
last places in which the staff ap 
parently improves the paper is in 
editorial titles. Such titles should 
be challenging, interest-arousing, 
and not mere labels.

2. Editorials for special occa 
sions. To make an editorial, on 
Thanksgiving or Christmas or a 
similar holiday interesting and 
fresh is difficult because the sub 
ject has been discussed so often 
and because the subject is too big. 
Therefore, when a school paper 
prints a lively, localized, punchy 
editorial on a subject such as this, 
the judge may be assured that the 
staff of the paper is alert.   

Play Up the Timely
3. Timeliness. Because most 

high school papers go to the printer 
three or four and sometimes more 
days before being issued, some diffi 
culty is encountered in planning 
the make-up in order to display 
properly the most timely stories. 
Often the front page make-up is 
planned so as to give greatest 
prominence to the story that is 
most timely at the time the paper 
is given to the printer. Instead, 
the'make-up should be planned so 
as to give more emphasis to the 
stories which will be most timely 
on the day the paper is issued.

4. Adequate news coverage. The 
school paper should touch on all 
important activities within the 
school and should not be restricted 
to a few of the most obvious ones. 
Prepare a list of the activities 
touched in the first issue of your 
school paper. Add to the list those 
activities mentioned in the second 
issue. Then prepare a list of all 
the types of activities in your 
school and see which ones have 
been omitted from your first two 
issues; have stories on these, if 
possible, in the third and fourth 
issues. Don't neglect classroom 
activities.

Service Objective

5. Service to the school. Over 
and above covering the news of 
the school and presenting enter 
taining material, the best school 
paper will strive for some particu 
lar service objective during each 
semester or each year.

As usual the new year finds 
changes in personnel among the 
sponsors. Miss Roma Ann Scott, 
long associated with the Navasota

La Salle, is beginning her work at 
Victoria as journalism teacher 
and sponsor of the publications of 
Victoria High School and Junior 
College. Mr. S. V. Colley, who 
sponsored the Mineral Wells 
Tattler for a few years, has gone 
to an executive position in another 
school system. Mr. Charles Her- 
tel, who has directed the Giddings 
Traveler for several years, is now 
journalism teacher at Breckenridge 
High School and sponsor of The 
Dynamo.

Now is the time for enrolling 
your paper again in the Interscho- 
lastic League Press Conference. 
Whether or not your paper was a 
member last year, the enrollment 
process is the same. Send a re 
quest for enrollment to DeWitt 
Reddick, University Station, Aus 
tin, and the proper blanks will be 
forwarded to you. There is no 
charge for membership.

Extemporaneous 
Speech

TT IS too early to issue def- 
-*  inite topics; these will come 
later. Turn to page 36 of the 
current edition of the Consti 
tution and Rules and read 
carefully Paragraph 4, en 
titled "topics." It will be seen 
that this contest is a project 
in ( Acurrent events." The 
classification of news is under 
three heads: 1. State; 2. Na 
tional; 3. Foreign.

Texas papers during the next 
month or two will be filled with 
accounts of what the Legislature 
is doing. It is a special session and 
its work will be confined to mat 
ters submitted by the Governor. To 
what does the Governor's call di 
rect the Legislature's attention? 
Have appropriations so far ex 
ceeded revenue? If so, additional 
sources of revenue must be discov 
ered, or those already discovered 
must be made to yield more rev 
enue, or the State's present deficit 
will be increased. What are State 
warrants now worth? Is the rate 
of discount any indication of th« 
extent of the present deficit? Is 
the Legislature at present set to 
consider any other matters? Inter 
view your local legislators about 
this. Watch the State papers. This 
will be the background for definite 
topics under "State News."

Turning to the national field we 
again find the budget the big prob 
lem. But there are many other 
things. Labor is divided, but each 
group is pressing for labor legis 
lation. Our relationship with Japan 
is now making news. Why is Sec 
retary Hull exercised by the bomb 
ing of Nanking? What remedies 
for the situation are being dis 
cussed. Is the recent appointment 
to the Supreme Court by President 
Roosevelt causing any furore, or 
making any news? Does the Presi 
dent intend to push his proposed 
reformation of the Supreme Court? 
What is his side of the contro- 

I versy? What is the other side of 
it? You will find the news maga 
zines devote pages to   national 
news each week.

Foreign news is at the present 
moment perhaps the most interest 
ing field of all. The Mediterranean 
is swarming with the battleships 
of many nations. Unidentified sub 
marines have sent dozens of mer 
chant ships to the bottom. Even 
non-belligerent warships have been 
bombed from the air. This is, of 
course, all a part of the Spanish 
War. -Why does the Spanish War 
threaten to involve other nations 
in war? And then another, an un 
declared, war is in progress in the 
far east. What is it about? Again, 
the news magazines are the best 
sources of information.

Of course, this is no contest for 
nit-wits, but it should be an in 
spiring challenge to the brightest 
pupils in the school. Full notes and 
scrap-books will be invaluable. Dis 
cussions in the current events class, 
occasional appearances on the as 
sembly program, and now and then 
a practice contest with a neighbor 
ing school, will afford excellent 
training in mastery of the infor 
mation, and experience in public 
speaking.

Limit Entries to Those 
Qualified for Rebate?

D IRECTOR GENERAL W. E. 
Lockhart, Region No. 1, makes 

the following suggestion. What do 
you think of it?

"In this connection, may I sug 
gest a change in the rules in re 
gard to eligibility to participate 
through both Regional and State 
Meets. I have never seen a winner 
of third or fourth place in the dis 
tricts win anything in the Regional 
or State Meets. Why not limit the 
participation to those entitled to 
rebate? We have too many con 
testants anyway and the traveling 
expenses on the schools would be 
reduced."

An ethical business man is one 
who never goes back on his word 
without consulting a lawyer.

  Coronet, Chicago.
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TASC ORGANIZES
IN DALLAS MEET

Highland Park High School
Host to Statewide Student

Council Convention

(By Dorothy Woolen Jones)

E student council move- 
ment may be relatively 

young in Texas, but the 185 
delegates and sponsors who 
gathered from all parts of the 
State at the new Highland 
Park Senior High School, Dal 
las, April 23-24, to organize 
a Texas Association of Stu 
dent Councils prove that it 
has some enthusiastic sup-

srters.
Distance did not dampen enthu 

siasm, El Paso, over 600 miles 
away, having chartered a bus and 
Bent twelve delegates and two 
sponsors. Nor did the enthusiasm 
lessen throughout the two-day ses 
sion, the delegates expressing as 
they left a sincere appreciation to 
their first hosts, the Highland Park 
organization and sponsor. Those 
who recalled the schools of the past 
were impressed by the zeal, the 
efficiency, and the intelligence with 
which the 1937 students tackled 
the real problems and established 
the aims of the Association. 

Democracy Keynote
At 9:00 Friday morning repre 

sentatives from the schools 
Texas began pouring into the doors 
of the recently built school into 
which the Highland Park studenl 
body moved only the preceding 
Monday. Mr. H. E. Gable, super 
intendent of the Highland Park 
Public Schools for seventeen years 
officially welcomed the delegates at 
the first general meeting, describ 
ing the meeting as a "concrete ex 
pression of our belief in the cordia' 
relationships that should exist 
among student, faculty, and ad 
ministrative officers." In the busi 
ness meeting that followed, the 
students showed that they were 
well versed in the ins and outs of 
parliamentary procedure.

Dr. C. L. Wisseman of S.M.U 
was the first speaker of the after 
noon session. Both Dr. Wisseman 
and Mr. Roy Bedichek of The Uni 
versity of Texas, the principa' 
speaker of Saturday morning 
urged delegates and sponsors to 
strive toward the fulfillment of 
their aims of citizenship, coopera 
tion, and general welfare not by 
theorizing but by definite, con 
certed, and concrete action. Mr. 
Bedichek summarized the desired 
program and struck the keynote 
the conference when he said, "It is 
only by actually doing concrete 
things in a democratic way that we 
learn to function collectively." 

Social Feature
Relaxing from the strenuous 

concentration of the business meet- 
Ings, the delegates, sponsors, and 
guests, numbering 200 in all, gath 
ered in the new Highland Park 
cafeteria Friday evening for a 
banquet followed by a dance. At 
the banquet there was no sign 
of the traditional "after-dinner" 
speaking which has put many a 
generation to sleep. The only 
speech was made by Finis Crutch- 
field, president of the S.M.U. stu 
dent body and a Highland Park 
graduate, who talked to the group 
in an informal, friendly, man to 
man, yet inspiring manner. He 
urged the students to make the 
Association more than a loose or 
ganization which functions only 
once a year at the annual con 
vention.

Mr. B. W. Wisseman, principal of 
Highland Park, led a Round Table 
Discussion at which questions were 
raised and discussed spontaneously 
and freely. The principal question, 
in line with the trend of the entire 
conference, was "What projects 
can the Association undertake 
jointly?" The most popular sug 
gestion was the formation of some 
means of communication among 

.the member schools, either a peri 
odical circular letter or a quarterly 
paper to be published alternately 
by the members of the Association. 
In the dance that followed there 
was no trace of stiffness or em 
barrassment, the concensus of opin 
ion being that the dance was a 
complete success.

At the last session Saturday 
morning the group voted to adopt 
the Constitution, drafted by Ralph 
Noble of Highland Park, who pre 
sented it to the Constitutional 
Committee for revision. Officers 
elected for the year of 1938 are 
Thomas Jefferson, San Antonio, 
President; Beaumont High School, 
.Vice-President; San Antonio Tech 
nical, Editor of Convention Paper; 
Waco High, Secretary-Treasurer.

Waco High School was chosen 
host for the 1938 convention.

High schools that sent delegates 
|;e as follows: Athens, Adamson 
Dallas), Beaumont, Woodrow 

'Wilson (Dallas), North Dallas, 
Sunset (Dallas), Dallas Technical, 
Austin High (El Paso), Denton, 
Bowie High (El Paso), El Paso, 
Diamond Hill (Ft. Worth), Paschal 
High (Ft. Worth), Alexander 
Hamilton Junior (Houston), Kil- 
Bore, Longview, Lubbock, Pampa, 
Thomas Jefferson (Port Arthur),,

French School Captures Many 
"Firsts" in Jefferson Co. Meet

f EFT to right Back row: Paul Venable, debater; L. J. Milam, 

JLwdebater; Marilyn Anderson, extemporaneous speaker; Earl 
Spell, extemporaneous speaker. Front row: Lois Burnet, debater 
and ready writer; Merle Spell, debater; Gordon Gary, junior 

declaimer; Willard Eisman, senior declaimer.

*T~*HE loving cups, in the or-"
 *  der of their appearance in 

the picture, indicate the high 
est honors in girls' debate, a 
permanent cup; ready writ 
ing; girls' extemporaneous 
speaking; junior boys' decla 
mation ; boys' extemporaneous 
speaking; senior boys' decla 
mation, another permanent 
cup; and boys' debate. Mrs. 
T. J. Hilbun is coach of decla 
mation; Mrs. E. J. Pickell, 
essay; and Mrs. A. F. Rasor, 
debate and extemporaneous 
speaking.

Of the ten literary events that' 
counted toward all-round county 
championship, the above teams and 
individuals from French High

School, Beaumont, won first place 
in seven of them on April 2 and 3. 
The local school netted 118 points, 
while its nearest opponent secured 
only 29 in literary competition.

Even though French High School 
 the smallest Class A high school 
in Jefferson County has won the 
all-round county championship for 
the past five successive years, this 
year's record surpasses that of 
either of the previous records. Com 
petition in both the literary events 
and the athletic contests is as keen 
in Jefferson County as in any other 
cftunty in the entire State, as 
shown by the fact that winners 
from this county go far every year 
in some of the district, regional, 
and State contests. In 1935 French 
High School had a State winner in 
senior girls' declamation.

Richardson, Thomas Jefferson (San 
Antonio), San Antonio Technical, 
Sidney Lanier (San Antonio), Har- 
landale (San Antonio), Tyler, 
Brackenridge (San Antonio), 
Waco, David Crockett Junior 
(Beaumont).

League Debates 26 Topics 
Since Beginning in 1911

"l/TANY requests are re- 
^ *- ceived for a complete list 
of topics used in state-wide 
debate held under the auspices 
of the League since the begin 
ning of the League in 1910-11. 

Twenty-six different topics have 
been used, one of which was used 
with a slight variation a second 
time. Most of these queries have 
been timely, and some of them of 
immediate public interest at the 
time they were debated.

The complete list follows: 
1911: Prohibition.

Initiative and Referendum. 
Equal Rights of Suffrage for 
Women.
Compulsory Education in 
Texas.
Immigrants to the United 
States Sixteen Years of Age 
Should Be Able to Read in 
Some Language, Dependents 
Excepted.
Levying of a Constitutional 
Tax of One Mill for the 
Support of the State Insti 
tutions of Higher Education 
in Texas.
All Revenues for the Sup 
port of Government Local, 
State and National Should 
be Derived from & Single 
Tax on Land Values. 
Girls May Participate in the 
League Debates Upon Equal 
Terms With Boys. 
Universal Military Training 
Similar to the Swiss System. 
Federal Government Should 
Own and Operate the Rail 
roads.
Open Shop in Texas. 
All Immigration to the 
United States Should be 
Prohibited for a Period of 
Two Years.
Adoption of a Three-Mill 
Tax for the Support of the 
State's Higher Educational 
Institutions. 
League of Nations. 
Independence of the Philip 
pine Islands.
Child Labor Amendment. 
Federal Department of Edu 
cation.
Farm Relief Legislation. 
Cabinet vs. Committee Sys 
tem of Legislation. 
Sterling Plan of Financing 
Highway System. 
Substitute for Trial by Jury. 
Lobbying.
Limiting Taxes on Tangible 
Property.
Adoption of the British Sys 
tem of Radio Control. 
The Government Should Own 
and Operate all Electric 
Light and Power Utilities. 
Control of Cotton Produc 
tion.
Manufacture of Munitions 
of War Should be a Govern 
ment Monopoly.

1912: 
1913:

1914: 

1915:

1916:

1917:

1918:

1919:

1920:

1921
1922

1923:

1924: 
1925:

1926: 
1927:

1928: 
1929:

1930:

1931: 
1932: 
1933:

1934: 

1935:

1936

1937

"/. Q. Means an Immense 
Question Not Yet Solved"

HAVE had the "iron age," 

e "steel age," and the 
"concrete age." Now it is the "test 
age" and its godfather is the 
psychologist. When the last now- 
the-truth-may-be-told book is writ 
ten it will in all probability prove 
that the psychologist won the war. 

At present he is the big chief in 
the public school system. He has 
developed wonderful formulas for 
actions of humans through the 
study of mice. He has vivisected 
cats that he might know about 
boys.

Just now through his I. Q. he 
has made more than one parent 
ill through the thought that his 
child is a moron. Or he has made 
many a parent swell with pride 
because his Johnny or Susie has 
been found "to have the highest 
I. Q. in the class."

He tells us that a child of x 
years should know y words, and 
be able to add z figures of w 
places He demonstrates that there 
are z percentage of people below 
capacity to master Wentworth's 
improper fractions and y percent 
age of those who can tell why 
George Washington was.

Some day we will learn that a 
smile, a knowledge of how to count 
change, a good body, a technical 
knowledge of one's business, a 
human understanding and a gen 
eral application of good horse 
sense may produce an efficient 
worker, a good citizen, and a de 
cent parent.

He may or may not know a lot 
about fractional inversions or re 
spond properly to the correct in 
dex finger reactions when tickled 
in the fifth rib.

To measure the capacity for liv 
ing by ability to pass reading, 
writing, arithmetic, and reaction 
tests is to play with the Infinite 
School progress, which is not the 
same as life progress, as the lives 
of great men testify.

Tests are all right in their place, 
but their place is not so large as 
some educators would make us 
believe.

In the opinion of many sane 
educators not carried away by the 
'isms and 'ologies of the day, the 
I. Q. idea means Immense Ques 
tion, not yet solved. Arthur Dean 
in Journal of Education.

The Kansas Emigrants

We cross the prairie, as of old 
The Pilgrims crossed the sea,

To make the West, as they the
East  

The homestead of the free!

We go to plant her common schools 
On distant prairie swells,

And give the Sabbaths of the wild 
The music of her bells.

Uprearing, like the Ark of old,
The Bible in our van, 

We go to test the truth of God
Against the fraud of man.

 J. G. Whittier.

COACH DISCUSSES 
DEBATEJUDGING

Only Experts, He Says, Are
Able to Render Proper

Decisions

following letter was 
 *  written by a successful 

teacher of debate to one of the 
directors of a regional meet, 
and a copy sent to the State 
Office:

"The 4th annual regional meet 
is now history. I have attended, 
as a faculty representative accom 
panying contestants, all of the 
meets except one. So I wonder if 
it would be in order for me to 
make a brief statement concerning 
my observation of these meets.

"As you perhaps know, my pri 
mary interest is in connection with 
debate. And before I go further 
may I pause to recognize that my 
boys' team was successful in win 
ning the regional championship, 
and that my girls' team placed sec 
ond in their division. Whatever I 
say is not to be interpreted as the 
bad feeling of one who cannot take 
a loss, but as a suggestion for the 
improvement of these contests in 
the future.

"If I may be permitted to speak 
frankly, I wonder if you people 
fully realize the serious responsi 
bility that rests on you in the se 
lection of judges for these debates. 
Do you realize how technical and 
how complicated modern debating 
has come to be when it sifts down 
to be a contest between district 

winners? In my estimation there

are two outstanding points on 
which judges should qualify before 
being asked to serve in this capac 
ity. In the first place an under 
standing of debate as a technical 
art, a science, and an understand 
ing of the principles involved. This 
would necessitate definite study 
along this line. In the second place 
definite and extended study in the 
social sciences, especially govern 
ment and economics, since the 
questions debated are usually in 
those fields of study. I am sure all 
directors of debate will agree with 
me in these conclusions, and I be 
lieve you will, also.

"I do not mean to criticize or 
cast any reflection on anyone who 
was kind enough to listen to these 
debates. But do you think the 
above requirements have been met 
when among the five judges se 
lected for the final debate in the 
girls' division there was included 
a professor of primary education, 
a professor of mathematics, an in 
structor in manual arts? (A last 
minute substitution was made in 
this debate, I understand.) In a 
regional meet the preliminaries are 
just as important as the finals, yet 
among the five judges in the pre 
liminaries of the girls' division, 
you selected a professor of biology, 
a band director, and a professor of 
geography. This is the way they 
were recommended to me by the 
chairman in charge. Not a one was 
recommended as an expert in de 
bate as a technical art. As far as 
I have been able to find out you 
do not as a policy use speech maj 
ors or speech teachers as judges 
in these contests."

The Editor of the LEAGUER re 
plied to the above letter, as fol 
lows:

"I have read with interest your 
letter dated April 26th, and I am 
quite sure that it is written in the 
very best spirit of sportsmanship 
and with a sincere desire to in 
crease the educative value, of these 
contests.

"However, I believe that you set 
such a high standard for judging 
debate contests as to make your 
suggestions rather impracticable. I 
am now engaged in selecting the 
judges for the finals in debate at 
the State meet, and, as I go over 
the list in my mind, I can see that 
very few of them would meet the 
demands that you make. I am, of 
course, selecting men who have had 
actual experience in debate, and 
still I doubt if they have an un 
derstanding 'of debate as a tech 
nical art, a science, and an under 
standing of the principles involved.' 
And I am sure that even if they 
have this, all of them do not have 
the training in social sciences 
which you demand.

"After all, debate is supposed to 
be addressed to people with com 
mon sense, and I doubt very much 
if it can be turned into a highly 
technical game, a sort of fencing 
match with the points marked off 
as they do in fencing, and the vic 
tory given to the one who makes 
the greatest number of palpable 
hits. The object of debate is to 
persuade and convince, and it is 
my opinion that a good, sensible, 
well-educated person can do a 
pretty good job of judging a de 
bate in fields involved in the usual 
Interscholastic League question."

Do School Leaders 
Make Good?*

often hears it said 
that boys who lead their 

class at school are not heard 
from later in life. This im 
pression may arise from the 
interest in exceptional cases 
who make good despite early 
failure, or who strike their 
pace later in life when they 
find their career. School work 
and life work demand differ 
ent abilities, and they make a 
different appeal.

When you deal with a group who 
have early in life selected one 
career, and have a definite way of 
measuring their later success, you 
can test the point.

Here is the result at West Point. 
Take all the men who have reached 
the grade of brigadier-general or 
higher, and look up their records 
while they were in training at 
West Point, and what do you find? 
Of every hundred of these future 
generals, thirty-three stood in the 
first quarter of their class, twenty- 
seven in the second quarter, 
twenty-three in the third quarter, 
and seventeen in the last quarter. 
A man graduating in the first 
quarter of his class has just double 
the chance of becoming a general 
that one in the lowest quarter has. 
Take the men who were at the head 
of their class, the No. 1 men. More 
than half of them make the "gen 
eral" grade; and of the No. 2 men, 
nearly 40 per cent. Now take the 
lowest man in each class: only one 
in twenty became a general, but 
of the next to the lowest, one in 
eight. Clearly the early promise is 
fulfilled.

Once in a while, often on moral 
grounds, it becomes necessary to 
dismiss an officer from the army. 
How did these men who failed 
stand in their classes? Just the 
reverse. There were two dismissals 
from men in the lowest quarter for 
one of men in the highest quarter. 
That there is no element of chance 
about this result appears when you 
check up on the men who made the 
"A" as best in athletics, among a 
group of young men already se 
lected for physique. How many 
athletes became generals? Just the 
same proportion as the rest of the 
class. Rank in class studies counts; 
in athletics is doesn't.

What can be so clearly shown of 
army men, because their records 
are so well kept in college and by 
promotions later in life,,is probably 
just as true where we have no such 
easily applied standards. The com 
mon notion is not correct. We now 
know that superior children show

their ability early, because we have 
means of testing them. They are 
precocious in that they start early; 
they advance faster; and they keep 
their lead. Their ability sets the 
pace, they keep on longer, and so 
reach the highest places. Yet the 
difference is not so striking as 
would be the case if there were not 
other qualities that make for suc 
cess, and which count more heavily 
later on.

The West Point men are already 
a selected lot. But even in that 
group are a considerable number 
who just hold their ow«n who, dur 
ing college, are lost in the crowd 
of their fellows, but who later 
come to the front and reach the 
highest grades. And even a hand 
ful of those who lag behind catch 
up to the head of the procession. 
School and college work tests 
something, and makes the best 
showing of future distinction that 
we have. But obviously it doesn't 
tell the whole story. The only com 
plete test is life itself.

Comanche Junior Wins 
1st in Regional Meet

*From Keeping Mentally Fit, by Joseph 
Jastrow, pp. 89-91, published by Garden 
City Publishing Company, Garden City, 
N.Y.

?«_,»..- ..,^._..iil, Comanche

Marie Marshall won first place 
in Junior Declamation at the 
regional meet in Abilene by unani 
mous decision of the judges. Marie 
is only eleven years old and a 
smart student as well as a charm 
ing declaimer. This is her second 
year to declaim.

Tobacco is not as harmless as is 
generally believed. Experiments 
have shown that it raises the tem 
perature and quickens the heart 
action and at the same .time in 
creases the percentage of sugar in 
the blood. In the case of heavy 
smokers, the number and quality 
of the white corpuscles in the blood 
are affected in such a way as to 
upset the nervous system.
 Sciences et Voyages, Paris.

Debate Package

WE HAVE assembled for shipment in package form the 
following publications:

J. "Unicameral Legislatures," by Bryant Putney, issued by 
"Editorial Research Reports," 21 pages.

2. Copy of Congressional Digest devoted to pro and con on 
the one-house legislature. Authoritative statements by the Na 
tion's outstanding authorities on governmental questions about 
fifty pages.

3. NUEA Handbook, debate bulletin issued cooperatively by 
a number of states through the NUEA Committee on Debate 
Materials, prepared under the supervision of .Bower Aly of the 
University of Missouri. About 250 pages.

4. NUEA Supplement containing additional material prepared 
and published under the same supervision as No. 3 above. About 
250 pages.

Very little duplication of material will be found in these pub 
lications, or in the present bulletin.

Our supply of these bulletins is limited. Special price is made 
of $1.50 for complete package, postpaid, and offer is good only 
to Texas schools. We do not guarantee that our supply of this 
package will last throughout the season, but the offer is good as 
long as the supply lasts.

For ordering address, see inside front cover of this bulletin.

DESCRIPTIVE PRICE LIST OF LEAGUE PUBLICATIONS

Those ordering bulletins should read carefully the description of 
the bulletin given below and the terms upon which it is distributed.

Stamps are not accepted in payment for bulletins, and bulletins 
are not sent C.O.D. or on account. Cash in the form of money order, 
express order, currency, or personal check must accompany order.

Do not expect the bulletins to travel as rapidly as first-class mail. 
Wait a reasonable time before sending in an inquiry concerning an 
order previously given.

If it is necessary to telegraph an order, the money should be tele 
graphed also, as otherwise the order must surely be held up awaiting 
remittance.

When the term "League School" is used in this list it is meant to 
refer to a school which is a member of The University Interscholastic 
League.

Reduced prices do not apply on cumulative orders. For instance, 
a school ordering 50 copies one time and 50 at another time does not 
receive these at the rate given on 100 lots.

Bulletins ordered are not subject to exchange, nor will money be 
refunded for same.

BULLETINS
Constitution and Rules of the Interscholastic League (Revised for 

1937-38 Contests), No. 3322, 108 pages.
Contains rules and regulations governing all contests of the University Inter 

scholastic League. Free copy is sent to the person remitting the fee for a. school. 
Extra copies 10 cents each.

The University Interscholastic League: A Survey of Its Organization 
and Administration (1936), No. 3632, 75 pages.

Charles Albert Dupre has made a careful study of the University Interscholastic 
League, with especial reference to its history, organization, and administration, and 
it is now made available in printed form. The organization has Brown from a 
membership of 28 schools to a membership of nearly six thousand schools during 
the past quarter of a century of its history. Many features of its work are unique, 
and the detailed study here presented will be found of considerable interest, especially 
among teachers and school executives of Texas. A copy is sent free on request to 
any member-school. Out-of-state circulation at 25 cents per copy.

Texas Legislature: One House or Two? No. 3738, 250 pages, single 
copies 35 cents, four copies for $1.

This is the current debate bulletin containing suggestive briefs, selected arguments, 
bibliography, etc., all bearing on the current debate query, "Resolved, That Texas 
Should Adopt the One-House Legislature." It is prepared by Dr. Joe M. Ray, 
Associate Professor of Government in the North Texas State Teachers College.

"Government Control of Cotton Production," No. 3538, 311 pages. 
Single copies 35 cents. Four copies for $1.

This was the League handbook on the debate query for the school year 
(1935-36). It contains both negative and affirmative briefs, articles from standard

authorities giving a general survey of the cotton situation, as well as selected argu 
ments from those who favor and from those who oppose government control of 
production. The material in this bulletin is evenly balanced, and it is designed to 
furnish the high-school debater with a fairly comprehensive treatment of the subject. 
It was prepared by Professor Thomas A. Rousse, Debate Coach, The University of 
Texas.
"Radio Control," Debate Handbook, 224 pages, 20 cents.

Contains bibliography and selected articles for and against the following debate 
query: "Resolved, that the United States Should Adopt the Essential Features of 
the British System of Radio Control and Operation." Eight copies for $1. 

"The League of Nations" (1923), No. 2329, 87 pages, 10 cents.
Contains briefs and arguments pro and con concerning the following query: 

"Resolved, That the United States should join the League of Nations." Excellent 
for literary society and community debates. No free copies.

"Financing a State System of Highways" (1929), No. 2929, 120 
pages, 10 cents.

Contains briefs, bibliography, and selected arguments, both affirmative and nega 
tive, on the following query: "Resolved, That the Sterling Plan for Financing a 
State System of Highways in Texas should be adopted." This bulletin was used in 
the 1929-30 debates. No free copies.
"Trial by Jury," No. 3028, 10 cents.

Contains briefs and arguments pro and con on the following query: "Resolved, 
That a substitute for trial by jury should be adopted." This question was debated 
in the League debating contests during the 1930-31 scholastic year.

"Limiting Taxes on Tangible Property" (1932), No. 3228, 10 cents.
Contains briefs, selected arguments and authoritative statistics on the following 

debate query: "Resolved, That at least one-half of all State and local revenues in 
Texas should be derived from sources other than taxes on tangible property." This 
bulletin was prepared by C. A. Duval, Ph.D., Instructor in Economics, The Uni 
versity of Texas.

"Nationalization of Munitions" (1936), No. 3638, 225 pages. 10 
cents.

The question for debate in all Interscholastic League matched debates for the 
1936-37 school year is: "Resolved, That the Manufacture of Munitions of War Should 
Be a Government Monopoly." Professor Thomas A. Rousse, Debate Coach aj, Tha 
University of Texas, has prepared this bulletin covering practically every phase of 
the query. The bulletin contains general, negative, and affirmative briefs, bibliography, 
selected arguments, etc., using, of course, only the most eminent authorities in the 
field. This book is not meant to be the sole source of arguments in the League 
debates during the current school year, but it does form a solid basis f»m which 
to proceed to a study of the question. This question is agitating not only the people 
of the United States, but it is of worldwide interest. Just the other day Franca 
nationalized its munitions. It is a live question in English politics. It is quite 
likely that it will become an issue during the next session of the Congress of thfl 
United States. Single copies, 10 cents.

"Centennial Declamations," No. 3542, 236 pages. Single copies 35 
cents. Four copies $1.

This collection of the most famous orations by Texas orators, and orations con 
cerning the history, traditions and progress of Texas under seven flags, furnishes 
schools an opportunity to make a notable contribution to the success of the Texas 
Centennial. Laraar, Houston, Austin, Rusk, Archer, and many others of that great 
galaxy of Texas heroes and statesmen are represented in this collection. It was 
compiled by Hoy Bedichek, Chief of the Bureau of Public School Interests, Extension 
Division, with especial attention to the requirements of the League declamation 
contests. The historical notes were supplied by Dr. Eugene C. Barker, Professor of 
History in The University of Texas, whose position as the greatest living authority 
on Texas History is generally recognized by historians throughout the world.

Containing nearly 100 selections, which represent, the best thought and highest 
aspirations of our greatest leaders in each of the periods of Texas history, supple 
mented by ample historical notes, this bulletin may be used with good effect as a 
source book for Texas history classes.

"Texas History Syllabus," No. 3544 (1935), 61 pages, 10 cents per 
copy, 15 copies for $1.

This bulletin offers a detailed outline of Texas History especially prepared for 
Extemporaneous Speech contestants, with abundant references and a blank page 
opposite each page of outline for additional references and notes. Valuable also 
for regular curriculum classes in Texas History.

"Making Friends in Music Land," Book I (1925), No. 2537, 73 
pages, 10 cents.

Written by Dr. Lota Spell. Music supervisors have found this bulletin treating 
appreciatively thirty-five classical selections a valuable aid -fa arousing interest in 
music among their pupils. The language is delightfully simple and adapted to tha 
understanding of sixth, seventh, and eighth graders. An excellent supplementary 
text in reading.
"Making Friends in Music Land," Book II (1926), No. 2637, 73 

pages, 10 cents.
A continuation of above-described bulletin. Five cents per copy in quantities of 

ten or more. Single copies ten cents.

"Music Heard in Many Lands" (1927), No. 2737, 10 cents.
Similar to Bulletins Nos. 2537 and 2637, but treating other selections. Singl« 

copies ten cents; in quantities of ten or more, five cents each.

"Making Friends in Music Land," Book III (1928), No. 2837, 85 
pages, 10 cents.

_ This bulletin by Dr. Lota Spell gives both teachers and pupils valuable Informa 
tion and suggestions for recognition of theme, instrumental tone and types. Planned 
as a classroom text in music appreciation with many suggestive and thought 
questions appended after discussion of certain phases of the subject. Single copies, 
10 cents; in quantities cf ten or more, 5 cents each.

"Making Friends in Music Land," Book VI (1935), No. 3540, 80
pages, 10 cents.

Same description as Book III, except that different selections are treated. Singla 
copies 10 cents; twelve copies for one dollar.

"Developing Number Sense" (1926), No. 2638, 31 pages, 10 cents.
Written by John W. Calhoun, Professor of Applied Mathematics, The University 

of Texas. This bulletin is an enlargement of the bulletin issued by the League under 
the same title in 1925. It contains directions to the teacher and to the student for 
developing "number sense," that is, an ability to solve quickly arithmetical problems 
with a fair degree of accuracy without the use of pencil or paper. It is old-fashioned 
"mental" arithmetic systematically presented. This bulletin is used as a basis for 
county contests in arithmetic. It contains more than a thousand problems. One frea 
copy to each member-school expecting to enter the arithmetic contest. . Extra 
copies, ten cents apiece, fifty cents per dozen, $3 per 100.

"Word Lists for Interscholastic League Spelling Contests" (1937), 
No. 3733, 16 pages.

This bulletin contains three word lists: (1) for Grades 1,V and V, (2) for Grades 
VI and VII, (3} for tfrades VIII and above. None of the words in this bulletin is 
found in the Sf^ate Adopted SpeJHng Text, and hence it js used as a list .supple 
mentary to the spelling text. These lists, tosether with : the State Adopted Text 
(My Word Book, Breed & Scale), are the sources from wnich words are drawn for 
all of the League's spelling contests. Single copies, 5 cents each. In quantities, 
25 cents per dozen, or $1 per hundred, postpaid.
Picture Studies, for Use in Fifth Grade Art Appreciation (1937), 

No. 3736, 90 pages, 15 cents per copy, 8 copies for $1.
This is the current picture memory bulletin and it is necessary for each pupil to 

have a copy in order for proper preparation to be made. It serves very well as 
a supplementary reader and can be used with good effect by art clubs in the ele 
mentary grades. Fifty classical art selections are treated and biographical data 
concerning various artists attractively presented. The author is Miss Florence Lowe, 
Art Director, Sam Houston State Teachers College.
"Picture Study in Elementary Grades" (1936), No. 3634, 50 pages, 

10 cents per copy.
This is a collection of the articles published during the last two or three years 

in the Interscholastfc Leaauer under the title, "Picture Appreciation," by Miss Flor 
ence Lowe, Head, Art Department, Sam Houston State Teachers College. The 
articles contain many helpful hints to teachers who have charge of picture appre 
ciation study in the fourth and fifth grades, as well as a great deal of general 
information concerning the less technical aspects of painting, sculpture and 
architecture.
"Fifty Fine-Art Favorites" (1934), No. 3436, 90 pages, singla 

copies 15 cents. In quantities of ten or more at 10 cents per copy.
Miss Florence Lowe, Head, Art Department, Sam Houston State Teachers College, 

discusses in this bulletin each of the pictures in the 1933-34 contest list, presenting 
also biographical data concerning each of the artists. The current bulletin, No. 
3736 (see above), contains cross-references to this volume. 

"Educational Athletics."
Contains two notable addresses on athletics, one having especial reference to 

athletics in high schools and the other to college athletics. The former is by James 
Edward Rogers and was delivered at the League Breakfast and Section Meeting in 
Dallas, November, 1929. The latter is by President Franklin Parker Day, of Union 
College, delivered before the National Collegiate Athletic Association, New York, 
January 1, 1930. This pamphlet is sent free on request to any address in Texas. 
"Athletics For Better or Worse." By Dr. Chas. W. Flint, Chanced 

lor, Syracuse University, 30 pages.
Chancellor Flint is a recognized authority on athletics. His analysis of the evils 

of athletics is keen and searching, while his estimate of the educational value of 
athletics is not only on theoretical study, but upon years of experience in practical 
administration of the same in school and college. Free on request to member-schools I 
to others, 5 cents per copy.

"The Threo-R Contest" (1927), No. 2639.
A large folder containing the writing scale by which specimens will be _judged 

in the writing contest. Also contains specific rules and directions for conducting the 
Three-R contest. Sent free to any teacher in a member-school.

OTHER PUBLICATIONS

Speech Teaching: A Vital Problem in Public Education, by Harry G. 
Barnes, Ph.D.

The Interscholastic League Breakfast and Section Meeting, November 27, 1936, 
voted unanimously to request the League to issue Dr. Barnes' address in pamphlet 
form. This was accordingly done, and it is now available for anyone interested 
who will enclose with request a legal sized stamped and addressed envelope.

What's Right With Speech Contests.
Address of Henry Lee Ewbank, Ph.D., Professor of Speech, University of Wis 

consin, delivered at the Sixteenth Annual League Breakfast and Section MeetSng, 
Galveston, November 30, 1934. Of especial interest to public speaking teachers and 
coaches. Sent only in case legal-sized stamped and addressed envelope is enclosed 
with request.
Relationship of Scholarship in School to Later Success in Life.

Fifteen-page pamphlet containing reprint of a series of articles by Dr. H. Y. 
Benedict, President of The University of Texas, published in The Interscholastia 
Leaguer. It disposes finally of the old contention that the poor student stands best 
chance of later success in life. The problem is attacked statistically and the answer 
is conclusive. Many superintendents and principals will want to pass this informa 
tion on to high-school pupils through auditorium talks and on other occasions. Sent 
only in case legal-sized stamped and addressed envelope is enclosed with request.

Music Memory Score Sheets.
Convenient for giving practice tests. One cent per copy; thirty-five cents for BO; 

fifty cents for 100. Free copies to county directors of music memory only on 
careful estimate of the number that will be required in the county meet. Nona 
furnished free for county meets prior to March 1. No order fitted jor Zess than ten 
of a given test.

Picture Memory Score Sheets.
Same as above except for Picture Memory. Same price as Music Memory Scor« 

Sheets. N» order filled for less than ten of a given test.

Three-R Test Sheets.
Reading and arithmetic test-sheets for familiarizing contestants with the natur« 

of the tests in the Three-R contest and for giving practice tests. These are pub 
lished in different series (A, B, C, etc.). After a given school has tested its pupils 
with copies of one series, it should order tests in another series which contains 
different material, and so on. The sheets are sent prepaid to any address in Texas 
for one cent per sheet. No order filled for less than ten of a given test.

In ordering be careful to, specify "Three-R" tests.
Typewriting and Shorthand Tests.

Fifteen-minute typing tests, of the same nature as tests used in Interscholastia 
League Typewriting Tournaments, spaces counted. Two cents per copy, fifteen 
cents per dozen; shorthand tests $.05 per set.

"Number Sense" Test Sheets.
For practice tests in "number sense." One cent per sheet. Key for grading 

problems is sent with each order. No order filled for less than ten copies of a 
given test. Be careful in ordering to call for "Number Sense" tests.
Declamation Bibliography.

A list of forty-odd books containing declamations. This circular is sent free.
The Interscholastic Leaguer.

Monthly publication, official organ of the League, mailed free on request to s~>y 
teacher in Texas who is coaching or training pupils for participation in League 
contests.
Circular of Information.

This is a six-page folder giving in condensed form essential information concerning 
the conduct and functions of the University Interscholastic League. All contests 
are listed and classified. Schedule of fees is given, and the ertire organization 
outlined. Any number of copies of this folder is sent free on request.

AH orders for bulletins or other League publications should be 
addressed to

P. O. BOX 1930 
University Station, Austin, Texas
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Bexar Rural Schools are 
Thoroughly Supervised

'T'HAT the rural schools of 
 *  Bexar County are being 

intelligently and efficiently 
supervised is indicated by the 
following items appearing in 
the San Antonio Express of 
August 21:

Each school is graded as to 
building, grounds, equipment, li 
brary, sanitation, drinking-water 
supply, financial support, teacher 
qualifications, parent-teacher and 
other community activities, mem 
bership in the Texas State Inter- 
scholastic League. Each item 
counts so many points in a possible 
hundred. After a visit the county 
board reports its findings to the 
district trustees and the principal, 
with,, suggestions as to how the 
school may be improved. On the 
next visit the county board notes 
how far. those suggestions have 
been carried out, and allows credit 
accordingly. By that system each 
school group is under constant in 
centive to improve itself.

Increasing emphasis is being put 
upon the schoolhouse as a com 
munity center, and upon the school 
grounds as a model for farm home 
beautification. More significance 
also attaches to safeguarding pu 
pils' health and general well-being 
The 100-point rural school of to 
morrow must have its clinic in 
cluding dental service. As the con 
sistently high record achieved by 
Bexar County rural pupils in the 
Interscholastic meets, the State 
wide honors conferred on Bexar 
4-H Club boys and girls and simi 
lar distinctions attest, the stand 
ardized school is efficient in train 
ing youth for leadership in the 
community.

Valley One-Actors Enjoy 
Tournament at Edinburg

 pDINBURG COLLEGE in-
 *-' troduced a social feature 
into the Valley One-Act Play 
Tournament, which proved to 
be a valuable feature of the 
contest. Mrs. Ruth M. Owings, 
manager of the Tournament, 
reports, as follows:

"I wish you to know that I en 
joyed acting as director of the Hi 
dalgo County and the Twenty- 
eighth District One-Act Play con 
tests. The college dramatic club 
took keen pleasure in being host 
to the contestants, and they spon 
sored a tea for the contesting casts 
and directors before^ both of the 
contests. The contests were held 
at night, and so the casts were in 
vited to try our stage during the 
afternoon, and the teas helped fill 
in the time before the evening 
programs, and also gave the con 
testants and directors a chance to 
meet each other. This seemed to 
be appreciated.

"The judging was satisfactory 
in both contests; certainly no one 
questioned the decisions. I believe 
in the Interscholastic League work 
and shall be glad to help again in 
any possible way."

     o     

— Letter Box —
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terest in the child for Art Appre 
ciation. He conceives the major 
points we wish him to get much 
more quickly by having the va 
riety of pictures to study from in 
the Picture Service. Therefore, he 
learns to find the beautiful and the 
art value in each new picture 
much more readily."

DENISON'S State winners in 
debate, Annie Clymer, of the 

girls' team, and Frank Houghton, 
Jr., of the boys' team, will utilize 
their scholarships award for their 
Interscholastic League victories in 
Baylor University, Waco, during 
the current school year.

AMELIA ROOTS, 1937 grad 
uate of the Denison high 

school, winner of State Inter 
scholastic League championship in 
high-school declamation 1937 State 
Meet, has been offered and has ac 
cepted a secretarial position in the 
Speech Department of Baylor Uni 
versity, Waco, where she will con 
tinue her studies. Under the tute 
lage of Miss Sarah Lowery and 
her competent staff, we expect fur 
ther distinction for Miss Root. 
Records in the Denison high school 
reveal that in addition to being a 
fine public speaker she made a bril 
liant scholastic record.

COMANCHE high school de 
baters, girls and boys, made 

an excellent showing during the 
past season. The boys, Ted Dur 
ham and Harold Hoffman, won 
second place in the Regional meet 
in Abilene. The girls' team, com 
posed of Pollyana Speed and Ruby 
Williams, were in the finals with 
Coleman in the District meet at 
Brownwood. "More and more," 
says Superintendent J. D. Bram- 
lette, "we are emphasizing the lit 
erary events in our school and the 
results are satisfactory."

RUNS IN THE FAMILY

Dusek and Two Schlakes, Three
Cousins Strong in League

Contests.

'HpHREE cousins made win- 
 *  ning the rural division of 

the Region 2, University In 
terscholastic League meet at 
Abilene last April a family 
affair. They are Ralph Dusek, 
winner of junior boys' decla 
mation; Cleo Schlake, junior 
girls' declamation; and Leona 
Schlake, senior girls' declama 
tion. Leona was third in the 
State Meet Saturday.

Young Dusek, 11, placed first in 
four literary events in county meet 
in addition to being a member of 
the winning team in junior track. 
First in number sense contests, he 
had a grade of 240, one of the 
highest ever scored in the county, 
and his spelling contest paper 
graded 100. He was also winner 
in the Three "R" and junior boys' 
declamation contests. In the dis 
trict meet at San Angelo he placed 
second in Three "R" and first in 
declamation. He is the son of 
John J. Dusek of Lowake.

Cleo Schlake's extracurricular 
activities have extended over a 
period of years. Last term she 
was a member of the winning num 
ber sense team and she has won 
the state certificate for perfect 
papers in each of the three spell 
ing divisions and the state award 
for a perfect paper in music ap 
preciation.

Representing the Lowake school 
in declamation for five years, 
Leona Schlake has come home win 
ner five times in the county meet 
and four times in the district meet. 
Other than this work, she has been 
active in the choral club and re 
ceived a state award for a perfect 
music appreciation paper.

The Schlake girls are daughters 
of Mr. and Mrs. B. H. Schlake of 
Lowake.

Jessie N. Yarbrough is principal 
of the Lowake school. San Angelo 
Morning Times.

Schools Help Dull Only 
Says Carnegie Staff Man

Under existing teaching meth 
ods "you have to have something 
wrong with you to get the best in 
education," W. Carson Ryan, mem 
ber of the staff of Carnegie Foun 
dation assigned to higher educa 
tion, said recently.

"The best teachers in school 
systems are assigned to the 'diffi 
cult' students and the ungraded 
rooms," he explained in an inter 
view.

To become a competent scientist, 
one must learn by persistent effort 
to examine, to discriminate, to ap 
praise, to eliminate personal bias, 
and accurately and fully to disclose 
what has been done, what has been 
found, and how conclusions have 
been reached. A similar process 
of conscious effort is necessary in 
developing the social attitude of 
reliance on reasonableness. Every 
employer who develops industrial 
relations in that spirit helps to 
bring a new day, as do public 
officials who determine policies by 
disinterested inquiry rather than 
by power, bargaining, or strategy. 
 A. E. Morgan.

CHORAL SINGING
By Nell Parmley, 

State Department of Education

"The more we get together,
together, together  

The more we get together, 
the happier we'll be."

AND we are together! In the 
language of the corporation 

world, we have merged! The choral 
division of the Interscholastic 
League and the Music Division of 
the State Department of Educa 
tion will have the same program 
for the coming year. We are happy 
that such a merger has been ac 
complished. The State Department 
of Education is always ready and 
willing to cooperate with the other 
educational agencies in the State. 
It is obvious and true that the In 
terscholastic League is a forceful 
agency in our educational system 
today. With a united front we 
should be able to "sing our troubles 
away."

For the benefit of those schools 
intering the choral singing contest 
here is a list of songs, record num 
bers and pages of song text. 

Record 25450
Page

A. Balloon Song          2 
Slumber Song ________ 4 
Playtime Song _______ 10 

B. May Bell's Ball.._______ 12 
The Clock ...._________ 50
Orchard Music _.._._____ 56

Record 25453 
The Flower of China..__._..__ 92 
The Skaters _........._._____ 86
The Humming Bird__..___. 98 
Morning Hymn of Praise............ 63

This is a list of ten songs to be 
learned for the year. It is our

hope and desire that all of the 
schools in the State will enter this 
music movement. The State pro 
gram will culminate in massed 
choruses and the Interscholastic 
League program will be competi 
tive. It is a program for all 
schools. For information concern 
ing this program please feel free 
to call upon me. From time to 
time I shall make observations for 
you in this column which I hope 
will be revealing and significant. 

     o     
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uously asked. After the subject 
of social manners had been dis 
cussed the pupils asked if they 
might hold a tea at the high 
school where every pupil must at 
tend. Various ones will be in the 
receiving line, others will pour. 
And everyone will practice his 
best manners and the things 
which were discussed in class.

"You will be surprised at the 
seriousness in which the whole 
group, over three hundred in all, 
have entered into the spirit of the 
school tea. I feel like the pupils 
ate getting something that they 
are very much interested in which 
is being neglected somewhere down 
the line."

Minutes —
(Continued from Page 2)

Price (Utah) where thirty-three 
bands competed in a town of five 
thousand people. He stated that 
there were thirty-two disappointed 
band leaders at the end of the con 
test. He suggested that expert 
judges be used and that the bands 
be classified into groups and that 
no one band be declared the win 
ner. Dean Shelby mentioned that 
one principal had stated to him 
that the band problem was almost 
as bad as football in his case. Prin 
cipal R. B. Norman of Amarillo 
spoke of the problem of discipline 
among his band members and the 
heavy cost of sending bands to 
contests, and that some relief be 
given in handling the problems. 
He further suggested that the 
League not sponsor contests in 
curricular subjects such as type 
writing, Latin and Spanish. Sup 
erintendent Price of Nacogdoches 
then moved that the League ap 
point a committee to study the 
plan of contests for bands. L. E. 
Dudley, Superintendent at Abilene, 
seconded the motion.

Superintendent Wade of Kings- 
ville suggested that an amend 
ment be made to the motion to 
cover contests in the entire instru 
mental field of music. The amend 
ment was accepted by Superin 
tendent Price and the motion car 
ried unanimously.

Dean Shelby appointed Superin 
tendent Cook, Principal Srygley 
and Superintendent Price to draw 
up suitable resolutions on the 
death of Superintendent R. D. 
Green.

The meeting adjourned.

Suggestions
The following suggestions were 

turned in on cards provided for 
the same at the close of the meet 
ing:

Floyd G. Betts, Superintendent, 
Wharton: "How about requiring 
better songs in the grammar 
school choral singing contests? 
How about vocal solos and en 
sembles maybe piano solos and 
duets? How about using the Kan 
sas rating plan for music in our 
League contests?"

C. W. Bingman, Superintendent, 
South Park, Beaumont: "Why 
not consider dropping of the 
regional meets pupils in general 
do not care to go to Huntsville in 
our region. Maybe the districts 
should be enlarged in order to ac 
complish this desired change. 
Please appoint a committee to con 
sider the elimination of contests in 
academic subjects."

Major George D. Bronson, Sup 
ervisor of Physical Education, 
Houston: "In considering the dis 
trict problems of finance, please 
bear in mind the cost of tennis 
balls, track competitors' numbers, 
and other expenses necessary to 
the proper handling of track and 
tennis. This year tennis balls cost 
$28, competitors' numbers, $13. 
About 150 competitors."

Miss Jeston Dickey, Speech, 
Brackenridge High School, San 
Antonio: "If these various band 
contests which draw bands from 
all over Texas and the Southwest 
would be investigated and the 
mild suggestion be made that they 
have interscholastic rules to gov 
ern them then you could get 
somewhere with the matter."

J. D. Foster, teacher, Coach, 
Mexia High School, Mexia: "In 
line with the idea of charging fees 
for the district meet, we would 
like to see the League include the 
county meets, also. We expect to 
charge a fee at the track and field 
and one-act play contests next year 
as a cure for our local situation. 
But a rule by the League to cover 
the above events would support 
the efforts of local groups."

Edith I. Fraser, Social Science 
Teacher and Student Council

Sponsor, Wynn Seale Junior 
School, Corpus Christi: "Southern 
Methodist Univeristy (Dallas) has 
done much in organizing student 
council work conference work for 
junior high schools. The junior 
high schools of the state should be 
able to go forward with a League 
organization of statewide nature." 

Chas. G. Gribble, Jr., Track 
Coach, Nacogdoches: "Boys partic 
ipating in track contests get more 
kick out of participating in meets 
where medals are given. There 
fore, I would like to see it recom 
mended and pushed that medals be 
given at both the district and 
regional meets."

John Keel, Austin High School, 
Austin: "I would like to see the 
prelims in the 100, 220 high and 
low hurdles run off either Friday 
afternoon or Saturday morning. In 
the program as it now stands, 
there is only 15 minutes between 
the semifinals in the low hurdles 
and the finals in the high."

R. C. Lee, Principal, Junior 
High School, Henderson: "In con 
sidering changing the rules for fi 
nancing district meets, why not 
consider county meets? Our coun 
ty spends much more than the 
district, and raises money locally 
for it."

' J. Wyatt Summers, Principal 
and Coach, Livingston High School, 
Livingston: "Would like for Class 
B football to have same chance as 
Class A. Have a state champion 
ship in Class B. Those schools not 
favoring would not be forced to 
compete farther than regional."

Miss Wesa Weddington, Princi 
pal, Stephen F. Austin High 
School, Bryan: "In regional meets 
something should be done in re 
gard to judges. In speech events, 
particularly debate, the judges are 
often people who know nothing of 
the question and nothing of the 
rules of debate. Would it not be 
possible for the League to confer 
with regional directors and sug 
gest that the judges in speech 
events should be speech teachers?"

Breakfast Guests
Alphabetical list of guests at the 

breakfast follows:
Andrews, A. C., Debate Coach, 

boys and girls, Greenville High 
School, Greenville.

Beard, W. C., Coach, Hender 
son; Benedict, H. Y. President, 
University of Texas, Austin; 
Berry, Raymond, Coach, Corpus 
Christi; Betts, Floyd G., Superin 
tendent, Wharton; Bingman, C. 
W., Superintendent, South Park, 
Beaumont; Bounds, Floyd, teach 
er, Mexia; Boyd, M. N., English 
Teacher and Sponsor of Student 
Council, North Side Junior School, 
Corpus Christi; Brewer, Hazel, 
student, Monahans; Bright, Sam, 
Crockett; Briscoe, Miss Dorothy, 
sponsor of Student Council and 
English Teacher, Alexander Ham 
ilton Junior School, Houston; 
Bronson, Major George D., Super 
visor of Physical Education, Hous 
ton; Bullard, Floyd, Coach, Whar 
ton High School, Wharton; Burk, 
S. B. Tyler.

Cage, Margaret Ellis, Teacher 
and Glee Club Director, Lockhart; 
Castleberry, Martha Faulk, Teach 
er, Lockhart; Chambless, Harry, 
High School Coach, Mart; Clay, 
Comer, Teacher, Abilene High 
School, Abilene; Cochran, Jr., 
Tom, Coach, Buffalo High School, 
Buffalo; Coleman, Tonto, Coach, 
San Angelo; Combs, M. Browning, 
Principal, High School, Lockhart; 
Comstock, E. B. Principal, North 
Dallas High School, Dallas; Cook, 
L. T., Superintendent of Schools, 
Sherman; Cornelius, Oretha Jane, 
Speech Teacher, Amarillo High 
School, Amarillo; Craddock, E. N., 
Extempore and One-Act Play 
Coach, Palestine High School, Pal 
estine; Craddock, Wayne, Teacher, 
Palestine; Cummins, R. M., Coach, 
Weslaco High School, Weslaco; 
Curtis, Eck, Coach, Breckenridge.

Dickey, Miss Jeston, Speech, 
Brackenridge High School, San 
Antonio; Dudley, L. E., Superin 
tendent, Abilene; Durrenberger, 
Marvin M., Instructor of Physical 
Education, Milby High School, 
Houston.

Faubion, R. A., Principal, High 
School, Freeport; Forester, Rus 
sell, Coach, Lockhart High School, 
Lockhart; Foster, J. D., Teacher, 
Coach, Mexia High School, Mexia; 
Fraser, Edith L, Social Science 
Teacher and Student Council 
Sponsor, Wynn Seale Junior 
School, Corpus Christi; Fretwell, 
Elbert K., 525 West 120th Street, 
New York City.

Gary, Enos, Principal, Bracken 
ridge High School, San Antonio; 
Gentry, George H., Principal of 
High School, Big Spring; Gilbreth, 
A. L., Principal, Hubbard High 
School, Hubbard; Gregory, G. C., 
Principal, High School, Teague; 
Gribble, Jr., Chas. G., Track Coach, 
Nacogdoches; Gross, C. B., Princi 
pal, High School, Fabens.

Henderson, Roy B., Interscholas 
tic League, Austin; Hendricks, 
Jake J., the Macmillan Company, 
Austin; Hendrix, Miss Leland, 
Principal of Loeb School, Voth; 
Hennen, Urbane O., Debate Coach, 
Thomas Jefferson Senior High 
School, Port Arthur; Henry, W. 
T., Principal, High School, Aran-' 
sas Pass; Hill, H. H., Athletic Di 
rector, Harlandale High School,!

San Antonio; Hinton, Jr., W. B. 
Principal, Eagle Lake High School, 
Eagle Lake; Hollingsworth, 
Roberta, Speech and English 
Teacher, Sherman; Horton, Con 
ner, Principal, Woodson High 
School, Woodson; Huggett, Lillian 
G., Debate Coach and Instructor in 
English, Austin High School, El 
Paso; Hyman, Mary, Assistant 
Sponsor of Student Council and 
Teacher of English, Stephen F. 
Austin.High School, Bryan.

James, William Alonzo, Princi 
pal, Ball High School, Galveston; 
Johnson, Frank C., Vice Principal, 
Ball High School, Galveston; John 
son, G. M., Teacher, Henderson; 
Jones, Leona, Business Administra 
tion in Senior High School, Vic 
toria; Jones, Van K., Principal, 
Harlandale High School, San An 
tonio; Jordan, Emmett, Coach, 
Garland High School, Garland.

Kay, Frances L., Commercial 
Teacher, Tyler High School, Tyler; 
Keel, John, Austin High School, 
Austin; Kellam, Claud H., Director 
of Health and Physical Education, 
Board of Education, San Antonio; 
Kenley, Chester H., Principal, 
High School, San Angelo.

Laas, 0. J., Superintendent, 
Plainview; Lee, R. C. Principal, 
Junior High School, Henderson; 
LeMay, S. R., Superintendent, 
Athens; Lemoine, W. J., Principal, 
Laredo High School, Laredo; 
Lewis, Lloyd, Monahans; Lewis, 
Russell A., Superintendent, Car- 
rizo Springs; Linn, Josephine, 
Head Teacher, Victoria Junior 
School, Victoria.

McCain, Durward, shorthand 
contestant, Tyler High School, 
Tyler; McKune, L. E., drama, 
Senior High School, Port Arthur.

Mangel, Mrs. C., Librarian, 
Austin High School, El Paso; 
Marberry, J. 0., Director of Ex 
tension Teaching, University of 
Texas, Austin; Meyer, E. F., Track 
Coach, El Campo; Miller, B. F., 
Principal, Wynn Seale Junior 
High School, Corpus Christi; Mob- 
ley, Jim T., Coach, Stephenville 
High School, Stephenville; Mor 
ris, N., Coach, Richland Springs.

Noble, Fay, Math Teacher in 
Sherman High School, Coach of 
Girls' Tennis, Sherman; Norman, 
R. B., Principal, Senior High 
School, Amarillo.

Orr, Maurice, Coach, Seymour.
Pederson, Doris Marie, typewrit 

ing contestant, Los Fresnos; Peter- 
son, M. V., Superintendent, 
Prairie Lea; Pierce, P. E., Coach 
and Science   Teacher, Fabens; 
Powell, W. T., Principal, Mona 
hans; Prentice, Noble W., Super 
intendent, Richland Springs; Price, 
Rufus E., Superintendent City 
Schools, Nacagdoches. «

Reeves, Helen Ruth, Commercial 
Teacher, Los Fresnos; Rider, S. 
H., Principal, Senior High School, 
Wichita Falls; Riley, James C., 
Garland High School, Garland; 
Russell, H. N., Principal, Masonic 
Home, Fort Worth.

Savage, E. A. (Buddy), Super 
visor of Health and Physical Edu 
cation, Beaumont; Savage, Mrs. E. 
A., Math Teacher, Beaumont High 
School, Beaumont; Schoppe, Ivo 
R., Assistant Coach, Donna; Shel 
by, T. H., Dean, Extension Di 
vision, Austin; Smith, Comie, 
Coach and Teacher, Roby High 
School, Roby; Stampfle, Frank, 
Monahans; Stark, Mrs. L. E., 
Head of Speech Department, Aus 
tin High School, El Paso; Stein, 
Bessie, Commercial Teacher, 
Flatonia High School, Flatonia; 
Stevenson, W. J., Principal, Milby 
High School, Houston; Stewart, 
M. D., Principal, Palestine High 
School, Palestine; Stroble, M. D., 
Junior High School Coach, Wes 
laco ; Summers, J. Wyatt, Principal 
and Coach, Livingston High School, 
Livingston.

Tucker, E. L., student, Mona 
hans.

Vest, Geo. W., Coach, Donna.
Wade, C. E., Superintendent, 

Kingsville; Webb, J. O., High 
School Director, Houston; Wed 
dington, Miss Wesa, Principal, 
Stephen F. Austin High School, 
Bryan; Wilkes, L. L., Superin 
tendent, Hubbard; Williams, R. L., 
Superintendent, Lockhart; Wil- 
liamson, J. E., Principal, Freeport 
Grammar School, Freeport; Wil- 
liamson, Z. A., Principal, South 
Park High School, Beaumont; 
Withers, M. P., Principal and 
Coach, Pecos High School, Pecos; 
Woodson, D. L., Coach, Taft; 
Wright, J. H., Sidney Lanier, 
Houston.

•— Little Journey —
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were to be educated in the public 
interest as then conceived. In 
purpose it was a kind of civic 
counterpart of the modern West 
Point, public in the fact that it was 
run by public authorities and sup 
ported largely out of public funds. 
It was, in other words, a school by 
the people, but not of the people 
or for the people.

The reason for the Latin school's 
public support was the identity 
under pioneer circumstances of the 
religious and the civil communities. 
Boston, like other early New' Eng 
land towns, was essentially a 
church congregation, with the 
minister, presumably a highly edu 
cated man, as head. All voters were

members of the one church and 
there was almost no distinction in 
their minds between church and 
state.

Making Preachers

It was therefore largely to as 
sure a properly trained ministry  
an intellectual elite   for future 
service of church and state that 
the "ostonians voted their Latin 
school. All girls w~re "excluded 
as improper and inconsistent with 
such a Grammar Schoole," as an 
other Colonial order put it.

This school was to be like that 
which the Boston minister and 
Governor John Winthrop and 
other leaders of the Colony had at 
tended in England. In that sort of 
Latin grammar school, usually a 
private or a church foundation, 
boys of intellectual promise and 
some means, from the time they 
were 7 or 8 until they were 14 or 
15, studied Latin, the worshiped 
international language of scholar 
ship, and a little Greek grammar. 
Thus graduates were prepared, if 
they wished, to enter the university 
where Latin was the only language 
spoken or written. Such-a univer 
sity (Harvard), prohibiting the 
"use of the mother tongue," was 
provided in Massachusetts the next 
year and thereafter dictated the 
policies of the Latin school.

All the English the pupils 
learned was by way of Latin trans 
lation. Reading and spelling were 
supposed to have been achieved be 
fore entrance to the Latin school, 
either at the mother's knee or at a 
dame school. Arithmetic seems to 
have figured little anywhere. And 
it was 1814 almost 180 years 
after its founding before the Bos 
ton Latin School capitulated to the 
pressure of the man-in-the-street 
and the competition of the private 
academies, and added such "un 
learned" subjects as mathematics, 
geography, history and English. 

Strenuous Methods
Seven or eight years of repres 

sion, chastisement and parsing was 
the New England Latin school 
method. Even in the main study 
emphasis was on the dry bones  
on construction, grammar, figures 
of speech.

Small wonder that for the stim 
ulus of interest the Latin school 
of necessity substituted the whip 
ping post. Even on Sundays the 
luckless Latin school wights. were 
under the master's rod.

Yet such was the fervor to out 
wit "that old deluder, Satan," and 
to keep learning from being 
"buried in the grave of the fathers 
in church and commonwealth" that 
the Massachusetts Bay Colony in 
1647 made such schools compul 
sory (under penalty of a fine) for 
all settlements of 100 families. 

Latin Schools Die Out
By the end of the century, it is 

estimated some thirty-five Latin 
schools were being supported by as 
many struggling New England 
towns.

Taxpayers, however, could not 
stand the gaff forever, and later 
towns became as expert as modern 
income-tax dodgers in evading the 
law. The French and Indian war 
and finally the Revolution finished 
the holocaust, and only five of the 
Latin schools, including the hardy 
Boston perennial, survived the 
eighteenth century. From New 
York Times Magazine, April, 1935, 
condensed and published by Digest 
and Review, New .York.

EDITOR'S NOTE: Concluding installment. 
"Rise of the Modern High School," will 
be published in a later issue of the 
LEAGUER.

-Junior Democracy—
(Continued from Page 1)

going to fight for democracy not 
only as it is but as it should be." 

Parents at School
Lois Fullerton, president of the 

Illinois Association of Student 
Councils, told of some of the new 
accomplishments of student coun 
cils in the prairie state. In one 
high school one night a year the 
parents go to school and take their 
children's places, she said. This 
is a project of the student council 
to give the parents some idea of 
what problems the students are up 
against. The parents follow the 
same daily schedule of the boys 
and girls except that the length 
of the periods is shortened, Miss 
Fullerton said.

A new idea was reported from 
Milwaukee whereby high school 
graduates who have served on stu 
dent councils when in school have 
formed an alumni association, not 
to come back for a football game 
in the fall, but to assist students 
still in school by making home 
calls and talking over their prob 
lems with them. This was re 
ported by the president of the 
Alumni Council of the Milwaukee 
Vocational School, Charles F. 
Merten.

Progress in South
Progress of student government 

councils in the Southern States was 
reported by Ralph Ritchie, presi 
dent, West Virginia Co-Govern 
ment Association, and vice-presi 
dent of the Southern Association 
of Student Activities.

The character of these student 
councils is gradually changing, it 
was pointed out by Owen A. Em-

mons, principal of the Cooley High 
School in Detroit "Formerly stu 
dent councils in high schools were 
virtually tools of some school ad 
ministrators who hesitated to en 
force discipline themselves. This 
tended to make the councils appear 
to the rest of the students as police 
forces and they became somewhat 
unpopular.

"But now they are looked upon 
with much more respect by fellow 
students because the councils are 
now offering very constructive 
ideas for cooperation instead of 
the old-time criticism. High school 
students are becoming more 
capable and poised every year.

At the close of the convention 
the retiring president, Jim Goodsell 
of the Lincoln High School in 
Portland, Ore., turned over the 
gavel to the newly-elected presi 
dent, Fred Besancon" of the Cooley 
High School Student Council, De 
troit. Christian Science Monitor, 
issue of July 3, 1937.

— Conference
(Continued from Page 1)

not only to set up under its leader 
ship an organization that meets 
school needs and touches all as 
pects of school life but, equally im 
portant, to see that the organi 
zation does not become static 
or perfunctory. No organization 
meets continuous needs. Resource 
fulness on the part of the sponsors 
and administration is essential to 
success. In the past we have been 
satisfied to tell the student of citi 
zenship in a general way and to 
trust to a benevolent Providence 
to see that such theorizing "sinks 
in" and the student becomes a good 
democratic citizen, interested in 
general school welfare, eager to 
cooperate, and personally con 
cerned with the progress of the 
whole. Now we are proceeding to 
action.

Citizenship is, inevitably, an in 
tangible thing difficult to measure. 
In general, however, we agree that 
the citizen must observe school 
regulations; must make the most 
of his school honors for his own 
sake; and must give thought to 
making the whole better. The 
teacher must of course practice 
those qualities she is trying to de 
velop in an evident manner.

There must be real action, and 
the action must have satisfying 
results. The teacher must distin 
guish between the student follow 
ing routine and one getting real 
satisfaction and pleasure.

The Conference adopted the plan 
of reserving general discussion on 
that question until after all the 
topics were presented.

II
Wherever possible extracurricu 

lar activities should grow out of 
eurricular activities and return to 
them to enrich them.

Discussion introduced by Miss 
Lucile Alien, Highland Park High 
School, Dallas. She seconded Mr. 
Wells in emphasizing the absolute 
necessity of administrative inter 
est, showing how her own admin 
istration through their active in 
terest and backing had kept indi 
vidual sponsors from conflicting 
in their own programs with the 
aims and policies of the whole. In 
telligent and wise supervision is 
the only insurance against misun 
derstanding. The extracurricular 
program should not be superim 
posed, but should fulfill natural 
and genuine interests and needs. 
Miss Alien outlined a few of the 
particular clubs and organizations 
at Highland Park and their func 
tions, showing how such clubs, 
when they have been not hothouse 
but natural growths springing 
from real interests and active de 
mands, may supplement live inter 
ests in curricular work, and how 
the gap between curricular and 
extracurricular activities is nar 
rowing.

Zoology Club

Goal: To create a natural his- 
;ory museum of permanent 
interest.

Functions: (1) To collect rare 
specimens of Texas wild life and 
fill the cases assigned to the club 
with beautifully mounted birds, 
etc. (2) To make oxygen and 
carry on other laboratory experi 
ments that lack of time prohibits 
in regular period. To keep a bal 
anced aquarium. (3) To tan skins 
for rugs.

Achievements: Trophy cases in 
the corridors of the high school 
already contain an interesting col 
lection of 28 predatory birds, per 
manently and beautifully mounted. 
(The students do not collect com 
mon or song birds.) A personal 
and intelligent interest in the 
course which is difficult to measure 
but the manifestations of which 
are many and evident.

Radio Club: (Also directly in 
spired by the curriculum and cor 
related with the science depart 
ment in particular.) The club de 
veloped because the students, whose 
chief interest in life was radio and 
who did not get enough of it in 
physics, demanded it.

Purpose: (1) Advancement of 
members in radio communication

and the fundamentals of electricity 
as taught in high school physics. 
(2) Study international tele 
graphic code. (3) Operate and 
construct batteries. (4) Operate 
motors and generators. (5) Study 
principles of communication. (6) 
Study use of radio waves ir! medi 
cine. (7) Magnetic circuits. (8) 
Calculate power consumption and 
costs.

Case History: Tom Lane, who 
has found himself and become ad 
justed in the world he must live in 
because his natural interest or 
"hobby," formerly frowned upon 
because it conflicted with his 
"school work," has been legitimi- 
tized and recognized as a worth 
while pursuit. Praise has not hurt 
him. It has led him almost to 
"break his neck" trying.

Primary Aim of All Our Clubs: 
Development of self-expression, 
oral and written. It is develope 
particularly in connection 
such clubs as Debate, Latin, Quill 
and Scroll, Dramatic. Miss Alien 
showed through specific cases how 
these various clubs, which orig 
inally grew directly out of the 
curriculum, are returning and en 
riching it. Each of the clubs has 
definite and concrete functions, as 
the publishing of a Latin paper by 
the Latin Club.

Spread of participation is em 
phasized rather than competition 
alone.

EDITOR'S NOTE : The next installment of 
this report will appear in an early issua 
of the LEAGUER.

— Education Professor
(Continued from Page 1)

Two, whom I know very well, in 
telligent young women, sensitive, 
members of respectable homes, 
went into a rural community to 
teach in a country consolidated 
school. Although they were ex 
pected to do their own housekeep 
ing in the schoolhouse no arrange 
ments had been made to provide^ 
them with fuel, water, light, or 
food. Left severely alone from Sat 
urday until the following Monday 
these two young women rather 
poetically began the year with a 
fast a year which proved to be 
a procession of such insults. 

Misconceive Education
No survey of the salary situa 

tion as regards the rural teacher 
'can be undertaken here but it must 
be noted that in the notorious un 
willingness of many communities 
to pay for educational service lies 
one of the strongest evidences of a 
fundamental misconception of edu 
cation. People in such communities 
are not unaware that they will get 
what they pay for but they would! 
rather do with poor teachers than 
pay for-good ones. And of course 
salary conditions, always bad, hava 
been greatly aggravated by drastio 
retrenchments. In two rural dis 
tricts recently, for example, scho 
boards advertised for teachers 
bid, agreeing to take the lowest 
bidder, and hired two shameless 
persons who offered their presence 
for the statutory minimum of $45 
per month. The farmers who en 
trusted the minds of their children 
to these persons would not entrust 
a sick horse to a veterinarian se 
lected in the same way. They, 
however, saw nothing absurd in 
the situation; were, in fact, in 
clined to be rather boastful of 
their bright idea. Through atro 
cious salaries the process of filling 
our school with an amazing array 
of incompetents proceeds with 
great efficiency.

Teachers Are "Pawns"
One of the most important con 

clusions I have come to upon re 
cently completing an analysis of 
almost 2,500 court decisions on 
public schools teachers' contractual 
relations with boards of education 
is that to an alarming extent the 
administrators of our common 
schools regard a teaching position 
as a favor to be granted. To a 
great number of school boards, and 
not only rural ones, teachers are 
pawns to be moved about or dis 
carded at will. The law gives 
school boards a very real and a 
very extensive, arbitrary power in 
the employment of teachers ona 
applicant must be elected and an 
other rejected for any or no rea 
son. Curious considerations oper 
ate. Photographs, for instance, 
often decide the whole matter. 
Board members scan each likeness 
with an appraising eye and select 
whoever most pleases their fancy. 
I know a clerk of a board, a rail 
way agent, to whom each year tha 
job is delegated. He always sends 
contracts to the best lookers and is 
quite serious in his defense of tha 
efficacy of his plan. On the other 
hand, a mild degree of ugliness is 
sometimes considered best. Consid 
erations such as religious beliefs, 
nationality, kinship to board mem 
bers, and domestic status single 
ness or marriage weigh strongly. 
Sometimes boards do not bother < 
determine whether teachers hole ^ 
certificates. I know of a man who 
taught a whole term on a hunting 
1 i c e n s e. From The American 
Scholar, 1935, condensed and pub 
lished in the Digest and Review, 
New York.

EDITOR'S NOTE: Concluding installment 
of this article will be published in aa 
early issue of the LEAGUER.


