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HUBBARD HIGH SCHOOL has 
distinguished itself in debate 

during the past ten years, having 
won 12 consecutive county champion­ 
ships, nine district championships, 
and two state championships. There­ 
fore a word from Superintendent 
Wilkes concerning the debating con­ 
test is worthy of attention. We give 
a few excerpts from a recent letter 
to the State Office:

"The thing which bothers 
coaches more than anything else 
is the judging. Things other 
than those listed in the League 
Bulletin are too often the rul­ 
ing factors in their decisions. 
Specifically teams with memo­ 
rized, canned rebuttal which is 
delivered in declamation style 
are being given more weight 
than those who study the 
speeches of their opponents, use 
debate tactics, and refute their 
arguments with extemporaneous 
rebuttal, which directly attacks 
the speeches of their opponents 
instead of rebuttal that is de­ 
signed to offset anticipated argu­ 
ments.

"I do not want to assume the 
role of a griper. I merely want 
to defend those teams who 
teach and follow real debate 
tactics and to ask that you in­ 
struct the judges at the state 
meet to give those teams pre^ce- 
dence over those who, deliv­ 
er set speeches and rebuttal 
argument. I think it only fair 
to those who follow the rules in 
the Bulletin. Many coaches have 
said to me that they feel the 
student judges are too often not 
sufficiently instructed.

"Canned rebuttal is making 
declamation out of debate. It 
is giving coaches the opportu­ 
nity to write not only speeches 
but rebuttal and rejoinder argu­ 
ment. It should be penalized 
heavily. We have met 40 teams 
this year. Only two of them had 
extemporaneous rebuttal."

Superintendent H. C. Lyon, of 
Ballinger, commenting upon the 
effort made last year by Superin­ 
tendent M. H. Duncan, of Lubbock, 
to have a One Year Residence Rule 
passed in football, says:

"Let us have any rule that 
will tame the game and bring it 
in due bounds. Football has 
been doing Texas schools much 
harm in many places. It is full 
of dynamite for superintendents, 
coaches, trustees, and the players 
too. Let's make it a part of 
the physical education program. 
Just this and this only. Let's 
go the intra - mural route  
please."

UNDER date of April 7, A. B. 

Sanders, superintendent of the 
Rails schools, says:

"We have just finished our 
County Interscholastic League 
meet. The meet was in all de­ 
partments a success. Participa­ 
tion in the athletic and literary 
events was excellent. It is our 
opinion that each and every 
event of the meets serves well 
its purpose of building better 
citizens."

IN the county meet at Perryton 
there were six entries, according 

to Rudolph R. Willman, music direc­ 
tor in the Perryton schools.

"The winning school made an 
average of 95. There were no 
100% papers. The contest was , 
very interesting and the con­ 
testants worked hard on the 
preparation for this contest. The 
smallest school in the meet won 
first place which indicates that 
music memory is one of the fair­ 
est contests held by the Inter­ 
scholastic League."

Clyde Jones, Principal of the 
Preyburg School in Fayette county, 
says in a recent letter that a choral 
singing contest instead of the music 
memory contest for rural schools will 
be a great improvement. "Fayette 
county," he says, "has for a num­ 
ber of years substituted choral 
singing for music memory and found 
that the change was desirable."

Frizzell Questionnaire Airs
Opinions of Officials Fees

School Authorities Believe Football Officiating Is
Costing Schools More Than the Traffic Will

Bear—Constructive Suggestions Made

T JNDER date of July 15, Supt. Bonner Frizzell, of Palestine, 

reported in circular form the results of an inquiry which 
he had been requested to make by the Football Committee of 
District No. 6. The purpose of the investigation is stated by 
Superintendent Frizzell in a foreword to the circular, as fol­ 
lows: 

"Last fall the Executive Commit-*                       

tee of District Six (football), having 
considered the high cost of officiating 
in high school athletic contests, 
directed me as secretary to present 
the problem to other districts with 
a view to arriving at a common 
understanding as to reasonable fees 
to be charged by officials. I sent 
a questionnaire to representative 
schools over the State with a promise 
to report findings to those who 
responded. Replies indicated an 
obvious misunderstanding by some 
as to the information requested in 
regard to officials, fees, and expenses. 
Many reports included all expenses 
of the games, rather than expenses 
allowed officials. A large number 
obviously do not keep detailed 
accounts of receipts and disburse­ 
ments for athletic purposes with sep­ 
arate records for officiating. For 
this reason, a tabulation of fees and 
expenses of officials would not be of 
great value.

Widespread Dissatisfaction

"School executives were asked to 
give theif views on the problem in­ 
volved in officiating costs. Manifestly, 
there is widespread dissatisfaction 
over this phase of our school sports. 
Only two replies indicated unquali­ 
fied approval of conditions as they 
now exist, and these came from 
places where substantial profits 
accrued from football games.

"In view of the fact that an 
organization exists among officials, 
with coaches as active or potential 
members, and with the universal de­ 
sire that games be well officiated, 
there arises some difficulty in getting 
competing schools to accept capable 
men who are non-members of the 
officials' association.

"For the most part, satisfaction is

(Continued on Page Four)

Goodson School Qualifies 
Two for Last State Meet

J. A. Goodson Halbert Foster

PRINCIPAL J. WILMOT FITE of 
the Goodson rural school, Hughes 

Springs, Cass county, usually brings 
to the State Meet one contestant or 
more from his school. In the county 
and district meets last spring he not 
only qualified a contestant in the 
Three-R contest in which competi­ 
tion is confined to oye- and two- 
teacher rural schools, but also won 
the District Seven Extemporaneous 
Speech contest in competition with 
high schools. The two contestants 
from the Goodson School competing 
in the last State Meet were: J. A, 
Goodson, Three-R Contest, right 
figure in above cut, and Halbert 
Foster, extemporaneous speech, left.

Less Reliance on Memory Is 
Proposed for Examinations

College lads and lassies may not 
find it so urgent to burn the mid­ 
night oil, cramming innumerable 
facts for the following morning's 
examination, because memorizing 
facts promises to be less of an asset 
in future tests.

Leaning on one's memory plays 
too great a part in passing examina­ 
tions, it was concluded by experts 
from nine universities who met in a 
tworday conference here to deter­ 
mine better methods of giving exam­ 
inations. I

A conference was called at the 
invitation of the University of Chi­ 
cago which in its reorganization 
program plans to give more compre­ 
hensive examinations and wishes to 
start them off on a sound basis, ac­ 
cording to Prof. George A. Works, 
dean of students and university 
examiner at the University of Chi­ 
cago.

"Can a student cope with a situa­ 
tion such as he finds it in life?" "Can 
he draw correct conclusions from a 
given set of facts?" "Can he tell you 
where to find the information needed 
in a given case?" are samples of the 
kind of thing an examination should 
discover in a prospective graduate, 
Professor Works declared.

The growing interest in the United 
States in more comprehensive exam­ 
inations, he said, has its parallel in 
European countries and is a timely 
subject in view of the forthcoming 
international conferece of educators 
to be held in London in May. The 
London conference, financed by the 
Carnegie Corporation and called to 
investigate the whole problem of 
examinations in different countries, 
will bring together picked men from 
Germany, France, Switzerland, the 
United States and England. "Are 
examinations really valuable as a 
phase of instruction?" and, "Do they

have any influence on social systems 
as well as on education?" are two of 
the questions to be considered at 
the international conference, noted 
the University of Chicago professor.

Reverting to the Chicago confer­ 
ence Professor Works stated that 
experts on the subject attended from 
the following universities: Yale, 
Columbia, Michigan, Ohio State, 
Iowa, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Buf­ 
falo, and Chicago.

Reviewing some of the difficulties 
in the present system, he said:

"College boys and girls" soon get 
on to the 'hang' of a professor's way 
of teaching and the type of questions 
he usually asks, and they soon figure 
out just about what he will expect on 
a final examination. Then, too, the 
particular mood of the teacher in the 
old-type examination has affected 
many a boy's grade in school.

"The story is told of an educator 
who sent out copies of a certain boy's 
examination in geometry to 115 
skilled geometry teachers to be cor­ 
rected. The grades turned in ranged 
all the way from 28 to 92. What is 
more astonishing, after several 
months the same paper was again 
sent to .the same teachers. This time 
the grades were quite different from 
the first, showing that the old-type 
examinations were not /adequate 
measurements of the pupil's ability, 
and that teachers' opinions entered 
too much into .the results."

"The members of the conference 
agreed," concluded Professor Works, 
"that educators have spent too much 
time heretofore in teaching and not 
enough in finding better methods of 
formulating examinations which will 
accurately measure what the students 
have learned. The whole discussion 
revolved around the question of 
minimizing the emphasis on memory 
work," Christian Science Monitor.

HOUSTON DEBATERS 
GET MUCH_PRACTICE
M. E. Foster, Editor The Press,

Offers Generous Prizes to
High School Debaters

FOUR Sam Houston High 
School debaters are the 

happy winners of the M. E. 
Foster awards for demonstrat­ 
ing the best ability in high 
school debating.

The prizes of $25 each were 
awarded recently by Mr. Foster upon 
the decision of Coach Harvey Harris 
of the Houston Junior College debat­ 
ing classes.

The winning boys are L. E. Jones 
and Gene Latimer, and the winning 
girls are Margaret Epley and Evelyn 
Lee.

The award was offered by Mr. 
Foster in December to -encourage 
debating in high school.

Enrollment Increase •* 
Since announcement that the 

awards would be offered, enrollment 
in the Sam Houston High School 
debating classes has increased from 
less than 70 to more than 100 pupils, 
and these boys and girls have demon­ 
strated a vital interest in the sub­ 
ject.

The four winners of the awards 
thus far have participated in 23 
contest debates, and they have 17 
more scheduled.

The boy winners of the Foster 
award clashed Thursday in the Y. W. 
C. A. auditorium with Trinity deba­ 
ters over the jury trial system, 
which 'is the Texas Interscholastic 
League debate subject for this year.

The Sam Houston boys, Jones and 
Latimer, argued that the jury sys­ 
tem should be abolished, in contest 
with Stuart Alien and Hamilton 
Cauldon of Trinity.

"Lawyers sing a Home, Sweet 
Home lullaby, get down on their 
knees, and seem to be able to sway 
a jury any way," Jones declared as 
he led the attack on the jury system 
with ripping satire.

Alien, in leading the defense, com­ 
pared the jury system to an old 
Stradivarius violin, with a lost peg 
or string, which, though it may be 
patched or stored away, is neverthe­ 
less still of great value.

Miss Gertrude Lock is debating 
coach of the Trinity boys.

Toured South Texas
The Sam Houston winners of the 

Foster award have just returned 
from a tour of South Texas, in which 
they participated in 12 practice de­ 
bates. No decisions were made on 
these contests. On the tour they 
clashed with teams at Pearsall, Car- 
rizo Springs, San Marcos and Brack- 
enridge High School at San Antonio.

This tour was an innovation in 
Texas high school debating. It has 
been highly praised by Roy Bedichek, 
chief of the Interscholastic League 
Bureau of the University of Texas.

The Sam Houston teams will meet 
teams from Daisetta High School at 
8 p.m. Friday in Study B, Sam Hous­ 
ton High School. The Daisetta de­ 
baters, coached by William Schupp, 
were runner-ups in the state finals 
last year.

Sam Houston, represented by the 
winners of the Foster award, will 
enter the city meet April 7 with other 
Houston high schools.   Houston 
Press.

Coach Lyndon B. Johnson is a 
former high school and college 
debater. He represented Johnson City 
High School for three years in Inter­ 
scholastic League Contests and was 
a member of the debating team at 
the Southwest Texas State Teachers 
College at San Marcos. Johnson 
received his degree from this institu­ 
tion last August and came to Sam 
Houston for his first year in Septem­ 
ber of this school year.

During his stay in Houston inter­ 
est in debating has grown by leaps 
and bounds. The enrollment in debat­ 
ing work has increased from 67 to 
115 during the first semester.

"What we want in this country is 
men with convictions," said the heat­ 
ed orator. "And now I ask you, my 
staunch supporters, where shall we 
find them?"

"In Jail!" shouted a voice from the 
balcony.

Run School, Hidalgo County, 
Qualifies Four in State Meet

A DELEGATION to the State Meet last spring from the Run 

-^*- school, Hidalgo county, won the appellation of "League of 

Nations" because it contained two Japanese, one Mexican and one 

American. In the above cut Mrs. Luetta P. Heard, principal, is 

standing in the back, and the contestants, left to right, are: Harry 
Shimotsu, contestant in Art; Robert Champion, Rural Boys 
Declamation; Dorothy Shimotsu, Three-R; and Catherine Hag­ 

gard, Rural Girls Declamation.
These contestants all won first places in the District Meet of 

District No. 26, and each made a fine showing in his respective 
event in the State Meet.

Brushy School in Collin
County Wins Distinction

Brushy school, located three and 
one-half miles east of Farmersville, 
near the Collin-Hunt county line, is 
one of the most progressive rural 
schools in our county.

During the past year its four teach­ 
ers were Prof. E. L. Gantt, B.A., 
principal; Miss Mary Lou Stewart, 
Miss Natalie Terry and Mrs. M. A. 
Jones, air of Farmersville.

Prof. Gantt, who lives in Prince- 
ton, has been principal of the school 
for three years and is reelected again

for next year. In the interscholastic 
contests conducted in McKinney near 
the close of, the school year this 
Spring, Brushy pupils were outstand­ 
ing winners in both literary and ath­ 
letic events.

One of the pupils, W. R. Bickley, 
won first in essay writing in the 
county, and also in the district, and 
was placed third in the state-wide 
contest.

The Brushy community has a fine 
school spirit. Its patrons are proud 
of their school and are backing its 
teachers and pupils up with the moral 
and financial support in a very fine 
way. McKinney Courier-Gazette.

Michigan League Offers Sound 
Advice for Conduct of Debate
*~T~'HE following is taken from a

 *  bulletin, entitled "Michigan 

High School Debating League," 

issued July 11, 1925, by the Exten­ 
sion Division of the University of 
Michigan.

While in general, in the conduct 
of a debate, members of the cotend- 
ing teams rarely resort to practices 
which may be considered as unfair, 
yet it sometimes happens that, under 
the stress of a natural desire to win, 
individuals become over-zealous and 
do things which reflect on the good 
standing of the home school. The 
University has made every effort to 
raise the standard of its own debates 
in this particular. Every possible 
effort should be made to preserve 
friendly relations and to establish 
standards of the utmost fairness. 
And to this end the following sug­ 
gestions are offered.

1. A debate is a friendly contest, 
not a war between enemies. Meet 
the members of the visiting team at 
the station, escort them to their 
rooms, plan to let them try out the 
auditorium undisturbed, treat them 
in every way as you would treat per­ 
sonal guests. If possible, arrange 
a little reception for both teams, 
judges, and presiding officer after 
the debate, having as many of the 
local faculty and student body pres­ 
ent as possible. Do everything to 
make the visitors feel welcome.

2. Make every effort to secure fair 
and impartial judges. If a debate 
cannot be won by superior debating, 
it is better to lose it. A victory won 
by a vote of "friendship" is a most 
costly kind of victory. It is a moral 
defeat; and, above all else, the public 
schools should exalt honor and high 
standards.

3. Get the home audiences to be 
absolutely fair and sportsmanlike. 
Give generous applause to the visi­

tors. If demonstrations are in order, 
honor the visitors as well as your 
home team. The highest kind of 
school loyalty is that which reflects 
credit on the home school, not that 
which tries to secure a victory at 
any cost. Win, if possible, by debat­ 
ing merit; but, win or lose, let it 
be said that your audience was 
courteous, sportsmanlike, and hos­ 
pitable. A good name is rather to be 
chosen than many victories.

4. Never allow anyone, debater, 
coach, or friend, to quarrel with the 
judges, after the decision. The real 
test of manhood comes in defeat- 
Learn to lose gracefully when you 
lose. Talk with the judges, get their 
criticism, learn all you can from 
them, but never, under any circum­ 
stances question their honesty. They 
have given of their time to help 
you. Reward them by accepting the 
result of their judgment, even though 
you may think it mistaken. Remem­ 
ber that anyone can win gracefully, 
but it takes real moral control and 
real manhood and womanhood to 
accept defeat.

5. Arrange all details of the 
debate in plenty of time so that 
there will be no delays or misunder­ 
standings at the time of debate. 
When unavoidable difficulties arise, 
at the last moment, such as the ab­ 
sence of judge, etc., get together and 
try to adjust the matter with the 
utmost fairness, so that there will 
be no unfair advantage to either 
team. Trouble seldom occurs, how­ 
ever, if details have been planned 
well in advance.

6. Keep all letters received on file, 
and preserve carbon copies of all 
letters written. Have all corre­ 
spondence present, at the debate, so 
that, should dispute arise, the facts 
may be known. Care is correspond­ 
ence often prevents misunderstand­ 
ing.

OLD-TIMER STILL 
ACTIVE IN LEAGUE

J. W. Deering, Principal Mil- 
burn School, Began Partici­ 

pation 20 Years Ago

'ITWENTY years ago, Profes-, 
 ^ sor E. D. Shurter, then 

Chief of the Interscholastie 
League Bureau, visited a small 
rural school in Hays county and 
explained to the Principal, Mr. 
J. W. Deering, the advantages to 
the rural school of engaging in 
county and statewide competi­ 
tions in such events as spelling, 
declamation and athletics. As a 
result, this school joined the 
League and won that year first 
place in declamation in the Hays 
county meet. Mr. Deering's pic­ 
ture is reproduced in the accom­ 
panying cut, top row to the left.

Each year since, Mr. Deering has 
secured membership in the League for 
the school of which he was principal 
and has seen to it that the children 
have taken an active interest in 
League contests. Not only has he 
been active in the League locally, 'but 
he has served as county director in 
several of the counties in which he has 
taught during this 20-year period.

Mr. Deering's school in San Saba - 
county won the all-round rural cham­ 
pionship of that county in 1929. The 
next year he was principal of the 
Placid school in McCullough county, 
and again took the all-round rural 
championship in the county meet.

"When Placid school was consol­ 
idated with Rochelle," says Mr. Deer­ 
ing, "I came to Milburn, which was 
not even a contender in McCullough 
county in 1930. We got things under 
way late owing to our basketball in­

terest here, but have been going hard 
since February 15, and in the county 
meet we won the rural champion­ 
ship."

(Continued on Page Four) J

Says Race-track Gambling 
Sign of National Insanity

A DENUNCIATION of sweep­ 
stakes as "robberies" and, inci­ 

dentally, of the Irish Derby 
sweepstakes, was made by Prime 
Minister Ramsay MacDonald to the 
correspondent of the London Daily 
Mail at Lossiemouth, Scotland, today. 

The Prime Minister said the gov­ 
ernment had been seriously consid­ 
ering the question of sweepstakes 
for some time, but the difficulties 
of dealing with them seemed "over­ 
whelming.''

"It is most deplorable," he said, 
"and a reflection on the strength of 
mind of the majority of the people 
of this country that, especially in a 
time of economic depression, mil­ 
lions of dollars are devoted to this 
form of gambling on the pretext that 
it is to aid hospitals.

"Thousands of people are losing 
money that ought to be spent aiding 
British industry. and providing the 
supports of life. It makes one almost 
despair and gives a feeling that 
civilization is crumbling."
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OTUDENT assistants in the School of Law of 

The University of Texas during the summer 
session include Edmund Dyche of Amarillo and 
Leroy Jeffers of Holland, quizmasters. Both of 
these young men represented their respective dis 
tricts in State meets of the Interscholastic League 
during their high school days: Jeffers in debate 
and Dyche in journalism and extemporaneous 
speech.

/^\N the front page of the Hallsville Review ap­ 

pears an interesting account of Dr. J. C. Hill, 
a local physician who has been practicing in Halls­ 
ville for many years. This sketch is a part of a 
series entitled "Who's Who in Hallsville," under 
an editorial announcement that a similar article 
will be printed each week which has been 
"worked up this year in the English department" 
of the high school. This seems to us an excellent 
illustration of helpful cooperation between the 
English teachers in the high school with the local 
paper.

T EO BALDWIN, coach at Cotulla, which is lo­ 
cated in the middle of an oldtime cow coun­ 

try, can't keep his athletes from indulging in the 
sports of the range country: roping, riding, 
broncho busting, etc. And they wear the outfit of 
the vaquero, chaps, top boots, etc. By the time an 
athlete has spent the summer on horseback with 
his ankles encased in tight boots, his knees stif­ 
fened with supporting his weight in the saddle, 
and very constricted hip motion, he has to learn 
to run and dodge on the football field all over 
again. The worst way for a football man to spend 
the summer, says Leo, is in the saddle.

'"TpRUST to the French for exquisitenesS in com­ 

pliment! Following is the concluding sen­ 
tence of Compayre's preface to his Abelard, dated 
Poitiers, October 17, 1892: "I trust also, that the 
literary dictionaries of the future, if they should 
grant me a place in their pages, will have the 
goodness when they mention my name to follow it 
with this notice: 'Gabriel Compayre, a French 
writer, whose least mediocre work, translated into 
English before being printed, was published in 
America'."

people realize the insidiousness of modern 

advertising. Even such a general high clas; 
performance as that of George Arliss in "The 
Millionaire" is among other things an effective 
advertisement of tobacco. While we have no evi­ 
dence that a tobacco manufacturer paid anything 
for the advertising, it is evident that a tobacco 
manufacturer could well afford to pay for it. The 
great, kindly, keen, benevolent and lovable man 
who is the millionaire cannot make a shrewd 
trade, cannot get his fighting spirit up to the 
sticking point, cannot, in short, be at his best 
without puffing out great clouds of smoke from 
pipe. His habit is talked of by the other charac­ 
ters and emphasized in various ways. Finally 
he recovers from invalidism by violating his phy­ 
sician's orders in many particulars, including, of 
course, smoking.

pROFESSORS of education hold themselves up 
as a shining mark for the columnist by stat­ 

ing a simple thought in very learned verbiage 
For illustration, Professor Snedden speaks of 
"distinguishing sharply in curriculum offerings 
between proximate and deferred optimum func- 
tionings." There is really no use in manufactur­ 
ing a jargon. Why not say that it is necessary 
to distinguish between studies which are useful 
to the pupil at present and those which will be

useful in later years? "Curriculum offerings" 
are "studies"; "proximate" means here "present" 
and "deferred" means "later," while the jaw­ 
breaker "optimum functionings" means simply 
'greatest use." Even the medical profession, con­ 
servative as it is, abandons hieroglyphic prescrip­ 
tions; and lawyers are dropping the traditional 
Latin phrases.

TAIRECTOR-GENERAL of the Gray County 
League last season was G. C. Boswell, for­ 

merly of Byers, now of McLean. Eighteen cups 
were awarded, 16 of which were given by the 
business men of McLean, where the meet was 
held. The invitations to the schools to participate 
contained such alluring paragraphs as these:

"McLean welcomes you in a big-hearted way."
"McLean golfers invite all teachers, parents, 

and visitors to bring their clubs and use them at 
3:30 on Friday. Much pleasure may be had from 
this as at this period of the day events will be 
few. If you can make a 35 or a 60, bring your 
clubs and enjoy the game."

"The entire teaching staff of McLean will be 
ready to assist you; the service clubs, the business 
men and citizens of the town offer you their serv­ 
ice at any and all times."

We cannot commend too highly this effort to 
surround the events of the county meet with a 
friendly social atmosphere. It is conducive to 
good sportsmanship, and serves one of the great 
purposes of the League: that is, to create an occa­ 
sion for a county-wide community meeting, whole­ 
some and enjoyable, with the schools and school 
children occupying the center of the stage. Many 
county leagues would do well to study the ex­ 
ample set by this far western county.

/^HORAL singing has been added to the sched­ 

ule of events in county interscholastic league 
meets this year. A referendum on substitution 
of this event for music memory in the rural 
schools was taken last spring, and carried by a 
three to one vote. Guidance for teachers in this 
contest is provided in Fullerton's "One Book 
Course in Elementary Music and Selected Song: 
for Schools" which is furnished by the League 
State Office at 80 cents per copy, or 60 cents per 
copy in quantities of 10 or more. This contest 
has been carefully worked out, and is no experi­ 
ment. The book is prepared by a specialist in 
this field, and the plan has been tried in the rural 
schools of the Middle West for a number of years. 
Experimenting was done under League supervi­ 
sion last year in Williamson county with gratify­ 
ing results. Behind the contest is the great enter­ 
prise of building up in each county a rural school 
choir which will be able to furnish entertainment 
in county-wide school meetings, such as seventh 
grade graduations, county fairs, and so on. Ten 
songs are provided for the first year's contests, 
but the book will serve as a basis for the contest 
for the next four or five years, and hence the ex­ 
pense spread over a period of years is a small 
item. A division is arranged for ward schools 
and grammar grades, and there will be two 
classes for rural schools.

*~r*HERE is something formal, rigid, mathema­ 
tical, about the usual college class-room. 

Seats accurately and uniformly spaced are 
screwed to the floor in straight lines. The square 
teacher's desk or lecture-stand is in front. The 
stream of liquid, free-moving students files in, 
each to his seat, sometimes numbered, each stu­ 
dent to his number for greater convenience in 
roll-taking. The bell sounds and the last vestige 
of anything human disappears and the assembled 
mass crystallizes and so remains until another 
gong exactly 60 minutes later happily dissolve 
the group, and quite frequently, the students 
learn more really worth while in their free and 
easy passage from one class-room to another, 
streaming along the corridors or across the sun 
and shade of the campus, than they learned in the 
hour in which each was a crystal in his proper 
and mathematical place. We have read some­ 
where of a college president who proposed to 
have a university class-room arranged like a well- 
appointed lounging room. Students can "pull up 
a chair" and the individuals group themselves 
naturally around the professor in a rough semi­ 
circle as in an informal gathering of interested 
folk about a person who knows something worth 
talking about. That is an idea which will do 
more to effect a reform in teaching and in teacher- 
pupil relationship than all the profound and sta­ 
tistical studies and tests that have ever been is 
sued by Schools of Education.

If class-rooms were more social and social" af­ 
fairs more studious, the average student's four 
years in college would be much more fruitful.

MEMBER schools are referred to 
the third paragraph in the In­ 

troduction to Article VIII, Constitu­ 
tion and Rules, which reads as fol­ 
lows:

The Official Notice Column of 
The Leaguer is considered suffi­ 
cient notice to all member schools 
concerning interpretations of rules.

Suspended Schools

Spur High School: Suspended in 
football for 1931 season.

Whitehouse High School: Suspend­ 
ed in basket ball, debate and track 
and field for the 1931-32 school year.

For penalty for contesting with a 
suspended school in the events in 
which the suspension occurs, see Ar­ 
ticle VIII, Section 12, Constitution 
and Rules.

Page 5, "Circular of Information"

In the third line from the bottom 
of page 5 of the "Circular of Infor­ 
mation," an error occurs. The line 
should read: '"that are devoted to 
teaching above the seventh grade" 
instead of reading eighth grade. The 
correct statement of the whole para­ 
graph: is made in the first footnote 
on page 7 of the Constitution and 
Rules.

>etter for relying on genuine under­ 
graduate sentiment without compul- 
.ion for its support.

Regarding commercialism in the 
'orm of recruiting and subsidizing 
athletes, the Carnegie report notes 
mprovement since the issue of its 
bulletin covering that subject two 
ears ago. It estimates that these 

practices have been reduced by 50 
per cent since the original inquiry. 
Newspapers are still criticized for 
nordinate sports publicity, retarding 
the efforts within the colleges to 
rationalize their games. But the 
deflation of the enormous puffery of 
the exhibitional features of college 
football has begun. Sport as sport in 
the colleges is looking up.   Neiv 
York Herald Tribune.

Books and Magazines

Motivation Charts. Motivation Charts
Incorporated, Jewell, Iowa. 

1 The value of graphs in recording 
the accomplishment of both individual 
pupils and classes has been recognized 
for a long time. Teachers and learn­ 
ers alike have found the graphic story 
of an arithmetic test or a history ex­ 
amination an effective means of an­ 
alyzing school work and stimulating 
all concerned to a higher degree of 
achievement.

However, one of the drawbacks to 
graph making for both teachers and 
administrators has been the undue 
amount of mechanical work involved 
But now the laborious side of chart 
making is unnecessary. An organiza­ 
tion headed by Dr. R. W. Tallman 
formerly head of the Department of 
Education Viee-President of Western 
State College of Colorado, and E. M 
Andres,. Director of Economics at the 
Phoenix Junior College, is manufac­ 
turing a device 1 whereby graph mak 
ing is literally a simple "twist of the 
wrist."

Motivation Charts present a way 
whereby the graphic records of botf 
individuals and large groups of pupils 
may be made by the simple process of 
tearing .small perforated strips of 
white paper from a cardboard, leaving 
graphs of the proper length and size 
i.n either black, red, or blue as is de­ 
sired. Administrators, as well a; 
teachers, will welcome Motivatio-r, 
Charts as an unusually fine contribu 
bion because these charts make it easy 
co utilize graphs in a simple, effective 
and artistic fashion.

Sincerity in College Sport

T TOPE that intercollegiate spor

 *- -*  will come out of its long fever 

)f overstress with a normal pulse is 

:ncouraged by the report of the 

Carnegie Foundation for the Ad­ 

vancement of Teaching in its Bulle­ 

tin 26, a well balanced review of 
svidence gathered at first hand. The 
;umult and the shouting already 
'iave undergone abatement; it is be­ 
coming more difficult for the experts 
of ballyhoo to whip up excitement 
over coaches, and stars and artificia 
rivalries. Most significant is the 
r'ailure of football to respond to the 
familiar stimuli. Receipts for college 
football last season decreased 
markedly in twenty-five institutions 
including most of the football centers 
of the country. The foundation's 
report suggests that a capricious 
!;urn of public interest may account 
in part for the falling off and that 
numbers of football enthusiasts are 
beginning to prefer the better played 
nrofessioal game to the "compara­ 
tively bungling college match."

But the heart of the new modera­ 
tion, as the Carnegie bulletin makes
 jlear, is the change in the under­ 
graduate attitude from perfervid
 mphasis on intercollegiate sport to 
sensible enjoyment of athletics which 
all can share a wholesome return 
L,o the player's interest above that of 
the spectator.   The students have
 *rown tired of hippodroming sports 
Many of them for years have been 
bored without daring to say so by 
the pumped up "Rah! Rah!" of foot­ 
ball rallies and the like. Now the 
realists who would have college sport 
something to take pleasure in are 
in the majority and they have 
established a habit of independance. 
They can no longer be dragooned 
into football chauvinism by alumni 
coaches, sports writers or chamber; 
of commerce. There is a gain for 
sincere sportsmanship in the new 
approach. Football will be all the

Express Editor Praises
Interscholastic League

ECALLING the Friday 
afternoon spelling-bees in 

the old crossroads schoolhouse
  though incomparably more 
elaborate the recent Interscho­ 
lastic County School Meet and 
City Championship Public 
Speaking Contest, under the 
Texas Interscholastic League's 
direction, aroused considerable 
community interest.

In the county competition, teams 
representing the several rural schools 
matched skill in debate, declamation, 
arithmetic and picture-memory; and 
exhibits of school work also were 
scored. Harlandale schools received 
the highest number of points; Alamo 
Heights was a close second, South 
San Antonio was third and Los 
Angeles Heights fourth. Team and 
individual honors were distributed 
widely. For examples, Converse 
School arithmetic team won first 
place in that division; a Leon Valley 
pupil scored 100 per cent in picture- 
memory. In so versatile a competi­ 
tion there are honors enough to go 
around.

The Interscholastic League work 
is to be commended for its contri­ 
butions to stimulating school spirit, 
arousing community interest and 
elevating cultural, standards. And 
evidently the literary division  
though less dramatic   is fully as 
effective in those directions as 
athletics.

The place assigned to "'rithmetic' 
happily suggests that present-day 
pupils not only are well drilled in 
handicraft, athletics, the elemental 
arts and club activities, but also 
'earn something of the "three R's.' 
Too, .the League contests, demon­ 
strate that pupils can spell.

Subjects treated in the senior 
ichool competition show how the 
present-day classroom keeps its touch 
with current life. A common fault 
if old-time teaching was that while 
delving into the past, it neglected 
he present. The winning debaters 
 epresenting Brackenridge Senior 
School argued that the jury sys­ 
tem should be abolished. The orators 
expounded "Issues in the Next Presi­ 
dential Election" and "Freedom for 
the Philippines." The county schoo 
debaters also discussed the merits and 
"aults of trial by jury.

Both competitions revealed consid­ 
erable talent, fortified by painstaking 
trill. Results here promise that, as 
usual, Bexar County contestants wil 
vin a generous share of district and 
State honors in the coming meets.

In 1928, Bexar was the first county 
' o attain 100 per cent membership 
'n the Interscholastic League. That 
achievement reflected particularly 
the uniformly high quality of the 
work done in its rural schools, which 
ilso were the first in Texas to apply 
T. uniform system of standards.  
Editorial in San Antonio Express^ 
March 22.

Graders Show Favoritism

Mrs. W. E. Phillips, Principal 
Ramsey School (McDade) writes:

"I have a suggestion that I want 
to offer for the 1932 League Con­ 
tests couldn't there be some way 
of numbering spelling papers as the 
arithmetic, picture memory and 
music memory test sheets are num­ 
bered? It seems to me that that 
would be a much fairer way of 
conducting a spelling contest. I 
know in our county (and I'm sure 
it's the same way in other counties) 
the teachers who grade these papers 
are the ones who have contestants 
and on that account I do not think 
the child's name and school should 
be at the top of his paper. Every 
year that I've attended a spelling 
contest in this county there has been 
a disagreement and I feel that this 
is the big reason for it. Couldn't 
you have spelling test sheets like 
you do music and picture and pic­ 
ture memory test sheets?"

(Editor's Note. Graders who have taught 
the pupils whose papers they are grading 
can recognize the handwriting of their pupils, 
so a system of numbering the test sheets 
would not obviate the difficulty. Any county 
committee may, however, identify spelling 
papers in the same way that the rules pro­ 
vide for essays to be identified. The spelling 
rules provide that none of the graders shall 
be allowed to grade the papers of their own 
contestants in the county meet.)

A WORTHWHILE 
ORGANIZATION

(Editorial, Alice Echo)

PERHAPS there is no other 
organization in the state that 

is doing so much for the school 
children as is the Interscholastic 
League. Where the classroom 
leaves off, the work of the Inter­ 
scholastic League begins. It is 
truly a wise and helpful supple­ 
ment to scholastic endeavor.

However, participation in Inter­ 
scholastic League contests is 
dependent upon scholastic ability. 
It is not an organization in which 
the dullard and the youth of no 
ability may participate. Certain 
scholastic ability capable of main­ 
taining a fair grade in classroom 
work is a prerequisite to entrance 
in the contests sponsored by the 
League.

One of the most commendable 
features of the Interscholastic 
League is the wide range of con­ 
tests sponsored by it. It is not 
difficult for students to find an 
event that appeals to them, 
whether it be some form of ath­ 
letic competition or a literary 
event. The League also sponsors 
competition in dramatics, in art, 
in music memory, in wild flower 
collections, and numerous other 
events which lay before the stu­ 
dent a wide field of contests to 
enter.

Friday and Saturday the stu­ 
dents of the Jim Wells County 
schools are engaging in various 
contests at the County Interscho­ 
lastic League meet. Many weeks 
of training and study will be 
represented by the showings made 
by the various contestants, and 
whether an entrant wins or not, 
his efforts will bear fruits. Win­ 
ning a contest is not the primary 
purpose of the Interscholastic 
League; training is what it 
stresses.

The Interscholastic League is 
truly a wonderful organization 
and is doing much for the boys 
and girls of the state.

League office. This would make the 
grading uniform and efficient.

This contest would be of such a 
naturte that each gramma(r school 
should be allowed to enter a team of 
junior boys and a team of junior 
girls. The size of the team could be 
determined in somewhat the same 
manner as is "Music Memory" or 
"Picture Memory." High schools 
should probably be permitted to 
enter a team in both Senior boys and 
girls. The size of the team deter­ 
mined by the number of pupils in 
the eighth and ninth grades.

Points could be awarded in the 
various championship sponsored in 
the county meet at the descretion of 
the League. This contest probably 
should be a county event only for 
some time at least.

(Editor's Note. The above suggestion is 
well worth considering. The Leaguer invites 
correspondence relative to the proposal.)

Citizenship Contest
By Supt. A. B. Sanders, Rails

/^ROWING out of the fact 
^-* that one of the true func­ 
tions of all schools is to teach 
citizenship, we have felt for 
some time that a contest in 
"Citizenship Training" would be 
very attractive to the schools of 
the state and at the same time 
would be a great stimulant to 
the training in citizenship.

The State, as such, is interested 

in getting a uniform type of citizen­ 

ship training across to all the pupils 

of the state. This contest would 

tend to do this thing. The Inter­ 

scholastic League and the State 

Department of Education could work 

together on the matter to the end 

that the contest would sponsor the. 

Items in citizenship training that the 

State considers worthy.

For some time a great many people 

have considered that character edu- 

2ation and citizenship training should 

iome through the medium 6f inci­ 

dental learning. There is nothing 

unreasonable about some of the 

training being given in this manner 
but could not the student have a 
more direct'path to the proper habits 
of citizenship practice if he first 
knewithe qualities that make a good 
citizen?

Training could be given in these 
qualities to all the students through 
the regular citizenship training chan­ 
nels.

Just the type ' of test and the 
manner of administering same 
should be left to the Interscholastic 
League Officials but as a mere sug­ 
gestion we might venture something 
in regard to the nature of same. It 
will be understood that this contest 
is a contest in the knowledge of 
citizenship qualities rather than a 
contest to determine the best citizen 
of each school. We will consider that 
the State Committee should decide to 
apply a test on the order of the new 
type examination; namely, true false, 
completion, multiple choice and 
matching questions. These questions 
to be of such a nature as to bring in 
all the qualities of "A good citizen­ 
ship code" as appears in the Course 
9f Study for Elementary Grades, 
1927, State Department of Educa­ 
tion. These tests could be arranged 
so as not to reveal only a knowledge 
of the qualities themselves but the 
applications as well.

This type of objective test would 
be easily administered as the ques­ 
tions and a key to the same could 
be sent out from the Interscholastic

Let's Pay Our Gridders

ONE of the readers of this col­ 
umn, who by the way doesn't 

live in Iowa, writes to ask why it 
wouldn't be a good idea for colleges 
in the important athletic conferences 
to come right out in the open and 
pay football players.

The boldness of the reader's pro­ 
posal seems to entitle him to the 
floor, so we shall let him have it to 
present his arguments.

He says scholarships, which have 
dividends attached, are given to 
students who have made exceptional 
scholastic records, and that per se 
some kind of athletic scholarships, 
also wtih cash attached, should be 
given those who excel in athletics. 
He points out that these athletes 
draw bigger crowds than any profes­ 
sional sport, and if the Boston Red 
Sox get paid for staying in the cellar 
year after year and playing to rows 
of empty seats, the young men who 
pack 80,000 raccoon coats, chry­ 
santhemums and hip flasks in a 
stadium on a chilly Saturday after­ 
noon are really entitled to some 
consideration.

Why Not a Union?

This reader would have a set scale 
of salaries for all football players in 
a conference, and, in fact, is so 
bold as to suggest that the players 
ought to organize a union.

This proposed union would regu­ 
late the salaries of the football 
players who perform on the varsity 
squads of the conference members. 
If wages were not high enough, the 
union could declare a strike until 
the demands of the athletes were met 
or a reconciliation had been effected. 
If practice hours were too long the 
union might determine what length 
the daily drills should be, when over­ 
time would begin, and under what 
conditions they might be held with­ 
out endangering the earning capacity 
of the player.

Pay Them $200 a Month

A fair salary for a varsity foot­ 
ball player might be established in 
the Western Conference at $200 per 
month. Since three teams usually 
make up a varsity squad, there would 
be 33 athletes drawing their pay 
envelopes at the end of each month, 
which is a season of two and a half 
months, would amount to $16,500.

A payroll of $16,500 might seem 
rather heavy, but it wouldn't be a 
burden to a Western Conference 
school. Each member has a schedule 
of well, say seven games. The 
attendance for the season would 
reach 210,000 persons, or an aver­ 
age of 30,000 persons per game. And 
at $2.50 a head the gross receipts for 
the entire schedule would reach 
$525,000.

Still Make Profit

Of course, Illinois would have to 
offer a larger guarantee to Minne­ 
sota than she would for Butler. But 
since we're dealing with examples, 
let's say that $10,000 is each team's 
guarantee. Then Illinois would pay 
out $70,000 to her opponents.

The Illinois payroll is $16,500 and 
her guarantee to opponents is $70,- 
000, making a total of $86,500 she 
would have to pay for her entire 
football season. Still, the Champaign 
school grosses $525,000, which, when 
disbursements are deducted, leaves 
$438,500 as income from the football 
season.

Salaries and guarantees aren't the 
only items of expense to Illinois' 
football season. She must pay 
coaches' salaries, hospital expenses 
for the injured players and buy 
equipment. Still, all those items 
except the players' payroll are in­ 
cluded in her expenses today. And 
Illinois is making money with her 
football teams.

Our dear reader has said his piece. 
Anyone desiring to speak in rebuttal 
may do so until the first kickoff next 
fall. William Braucher in the Den- 
ton Record-Chronicle.

David Starr Jordan was in his day 
a great baseball player. He got his 
nose broken once in this sport. Played 
first base on faculty baseball team un­ 
til he was 59. ,



fTHE INTERSCHOLASTIC LEAGUER

The Teacher's Guide to Good Plays
Conducted by 

MORTON BROWN, Director of Dramatics

(NOTE. Plays recommended in this depart­ 
ment are not necessarily eligible for League 
one-act play contests. That is a matter which 
requres careful study of a given play in the 
light of the eligibility requirements laid down 
in the Constitution and Rules.)

Play-Making and Plays, The Dramat­ 
ic Impulse and Its Educative Use 

. in the Elementary and Secondary 
Schools. By John Merrill and 
Martha Fleming. Macmillan Com­ 
pany. 1930. 580 pp. $2.60. 

A book on school dramatics going 
quite fully into the educational as­ 
pects, with stress on dramatization by 
pupils. The examples included are 
taken from the work done in the Fran- 

r cis W. Parker school and the School 
'of Education, Chicago. Includes an 
annotated bibliography of plays and 
illustrations of stage settings and 
scenes of dramatizations. We quote 
in part from R. L. Lyman's review in 
the Elementary School Journal, Feb­ 
ruary, 1931: "... The point of view 
taken by these teachers is sound; 
their program of education through 
the study of the drama is sensible. 
They vigorously decry the waste of 
time and energy spent in the prepara­ 
tion of musical comedies, trivial farces 
and meretricious plays such as are 
too often produced in extra-curriculum 
clubs and such as are even more fre­ 
quently produced as professionally- 
coached entertainments at commence­ 
ment. In contrast to such cheap pro­ 
ductions they offer dignified courses 
in the study of high-class drama as 
literature, accompanied by a thorough 
study of the various arts of the the­ 
atre. They regard preparation for 
the staging of plays as the laboratory 
aspect of class work. It is distinctly 
heartening to read about the work of 
teachers who realize that the finished 
products of their pupils in dramatics, 
or for that matter in any other school 
subject, are relatively unimportant as 
compared with the merits of the learn­ 
ing processes through which pupils 
are guided in the preparation of fin­ 
ished products. Chapter XXIX pre­ 
sents the making of a play called "The 
Magic Gifts," by an elementary school 
group. All the processes, from the 
choice of the story through the writ­ 
ing of the play, the preparation for 
staging, the staging, and the text of 
the play itself, are laid concretely be­ 
fore the reader. An inexperienced 
teacher, after studying the procedures 
described in this and other chapters, 
would have definite ideas of carrying 
through similar enterprises. * More­ 
over, the carefully annotated lists of 
meritorious plays suitable for school 
use make the volume indispensable 
for all teachers of drama.

The Birthday of the Infanta, drama­ 
tized by Vail Motter. Longmans, 
Green & Co. New York. 50c.

Fantasy, 1 act, 6m2w & extras, 1 
interior, costumes Spanish Court 16th 
century. A.grotesque dwarf has been 
brought from his home in the forest 
to dance for the Infanta on her birth­ 
day. His antics amuse her and he is 
happy until, seeing his reflection in a 
mirror, he dies of a broken heart. This 
free adaptation of the story by Oscar 
Wilde is highly recommended. Cos­ 
tumes and setting are picturesque and 
colorful; its poignant and bitter story

highly dramatic. We suggest that 
the cast be given access to the story 
by Oscar Wilde contained in his book, 
The Happy Prince, and also to prints 
of portraits by Velasquez.

The Boundary Line, by Dana Burnet.
Longmans, Green & Co. New
York. 75c.

Drama, 3 acts, 7m5w, 1 int, 1 ext, 
costumes modern. The husband is a 
poet, the wife a materialist, with the 
third angle a rich man who flatters 
and satisfies her ego. A psychological 
study of a man and a woman with a 
steadily developed plot and well drawn 
characters. Suited to older actors 
only.

Watch Your Step, by George M. Sa­ 
vage, Jr., and Edouard H. Pelt- 
ret. Longmans, Green & Co. New 
York. 75c.

Mystery farce, 3 acts, 5m4w, 1 int, 
costumes modern. The scene is laid 
in an abandoned sanitarium, where a 
detective, disguised as an ultra-mod­ 
ern poet, foils a team of desperate 
crooks and catches them with the 
goods on "stolen jools." Three so­ 
ciety girls and a woman who once 
worked with the, crooks help to com­ 
plicate the affair. A series of scenes 
with both comedy and thrills lead to 
a satisfactory climax for everybody 
except the crooks.

Goldtree and Silvertree, by Katharine 
Duncan Morse. Illustrated by 
Winifred Bromhall. Macmillan. 
New York. (Address Dallas of­ 
fice.)

Adapted to the use of children 
m the upper primary and inter­ 
mediate grades are these dramatized 
fairy tales that are intended both for 
reading and for acting. The drama­ 
tizations are well done and the illus­ 
trations are delightfully in tune with 
the spirit of the plays.

Making Rosie A Cook, by Francesca
Falk Miller.

Comedy. 1 act, Im3w, 1 int, cos­ 
tumes modern. Dealing as it does 
with emotions shared alike by all 
races and all creeds and with the ever- 
present problem of the adjustment 
and understanding of the older gen­ 
eration to the changing ways of the 
younger; this little play makes a 
quick and certain appeal to any audi­ 
ence. An old Jewish mother is a won­ 
derful cook. Her son's wife, Rosie, 

." irought up in the modern way, relies 
on the delicatessen to set her table, 
and bitterly resents her husband's 
fondness for his mother's good cook­ 
ing. The mother, sensing the situa­ 
tion, deliberately ruins a beautiful 
dinner; and Rosie happily bedrs her 
husband off in triumph to show him

what she can do. Two of the charac­ 
ters speak in the familiar German- 
Jewish dialect but the excellence of 
the dialogue and the situation itself 
will make the way easy for a group 
of intelligent and sincere players.

Short Plays from Great Stories, by 
Roland English Hartley and Ca­ 
roline Marguerite Power. Mac­ 
millan. New York. (Address 
Dallas office.) $1.20. 

In the words of the authors, this 
collection of one-act plays may be 
considered: "... as a group of plays 
for study in the classroom; as a sup­ 
plement to the study of the short 
story; as an introduction to the study 
of the drama and of dramatic tech­ 
nique; as a guide to the student in 
his own efforts at dramatic writing." 
The 18 short plays in the book are 
adapted from stories that are well 
known and widely read. In addition 
k> the plays the volume contains: 
Suggestions for Study; Notes on Pro­ 
duction; Notes on the Little Theatre; 
and a Bibliography.

Under the able editorship of Alice 
Gerstenberg, the Dramatic Publishing 
Company, 542 South Dearborn Street, 
Chicago, is bringing out a special 
group of short plays in their "Sergel's 
Playwright Series." Miss Gersten- 
berg's ability as dramatist and direc­ 
tor and her opportunity to test all 
plays in actual production before ad­ 
mission to the series limits the plays 
included to those of high dramatic 
content, of sure appeal, and well 
turned craftsmanship. Further ad­ 
vantages of the series besides that of 
being assured a really good play are: 
brief, but comprehensive and eminent­ 
ly practical production notes accom­ 
pany each play; the plays are well 
printed and attractively bound in 
paper covers at 50c each; the royalty 
is low $5.00 for all here listed with 
the exception of "No Sabe," for which 
$10.00 is charged.

Pierrot His Play, by T. Schwartz.
Drama. 1 act, Im2w, 1 int, cos­ 

tumes modern, 20 min. Quite the 
loveliest play with a Pierrot plot that 
we have seen is this one: a play of 
beauty and poignancy, a smile and a 
tear. Pierrot plays lightly with love, 
cruelly but unconsciously and inno­ 
cently wounding those who love him 
 left at last alone with only the 
moon and remorse the eternal Pier­ 
rot. The editor's preface makes the 
way easy. Done with imagination and 
sincerity, this little play will make 
an exquisite production.

The Loves of Lionel, by Ruth Welty. 
Comedy, 1 act, Im4w, 1 int, 25 min. 

Lionel Lord, great screen lover, finds 
his newest romance pricked with the 
pin of satire when the present Mrs, 
Lord talks to the past Mrs. Lord about 
Lionel and the future Mrs. Lord. An 
extremely amusing play suitable for 
older actors.

No Sabe, by Elisha Cook.
Drama, 1 act, 4mlw, 1 int, costumes 

modern, 20 min. A murder has been 
committed and after a night of third 
degree grilling suspicion is fastened 
on the lover of the dead man's daugh­ 
ter. He is saved from arrest by the 
courage of Wo, the Chinese servant, 
who gives himself up, revealing that 
the motive of the crime has been love 
rather than hate. A tense and mov­ 
ing drama highly recommended to 
both H. S. and L. T. groups. Good 
"contest" material.

You Can't Joke With a Woman, by
Helen H. Torrence. 

Satire, 1 act, Im2w, 1 int, 22 min. 
John, philandering man about town, 
is accustomed to tell the hesitating 
wife, "Oh, poison your husband!" 
when she hemurs. Lucille and Eliza­ 
beth arrive at his apartment to tell 
him that they have taken his advice. 
A clever play recommended to ad­ 
vanced amateurs.

Two Plus Two, by Mary Aldis.
Comedy, 1 act, 2m2w, 1 int, 16 min. 

The setting of this unique play shows 
two identical living rooms in adjoin­ 
ing apartments. The action and con­ 
versation in one is duplicated in pan­ 
tomime in the other, the idea being 
that we are all pretty much alike  
two plus two. At first each couple 
conducts its argument independently, 
but soon the wife in one apartment is 
quarreling with the husband on the 
other side of the wall, and vice versa, 
to the amusement and delight of the 
audience. Highly recommended to ad­ 
vanced groups.

      o      

Use Sports to Socialize Pupils

From a very early age the Soviet 
child is trained to regard himself as 
a member of a group, rather than as 
an individual. His school studies, his 
games and sports are organized on a 
group basis. As he grows older "ob- 
shestvennost," which might be loosely 
translated as organized public opin­ 
ion, .begins to play a very large role 
in. his life. The idea of the subordi­ 
nation of the individual to the group 
is strengthened if, as is quite likely, 
he joins the Union of Communist 
Youth, the only mass organization of 
young people in the country. W. H. 
Chamberlain, Christian Science Moni­ 
tor, July 21, 1931, Page 1, describ­ 
ing Soviet methods of educating 
young for communism.

If anything external vexes you, 
take notice that it is not the thing 
which disturbs you, but your notion 
about it, which notion you may dis­ 
miss at v once if you please. Marcus 
Anrelius.

Academy Offers to Help
Science Club Sponsors

''THROUGHOUT the State of 
Texas there are many ener- 

gentic, enthusiastic and able sci­ 
ence teachers who are working 
desperately to keep their clubs 
alive and active. It is a work 
the merits of which the admin­ 
istration does not always appre­ 
ciate.

Last fall the Texas Academy of 
Science assumed the task of helping 
any and every Science Club and its 
sponsors to carry on their work more 
easily and effectively. This plan pro­ 
vides for a Junior Texas Academy 
which shall consist of the membership 
of the Science Clubs of the State. Ar­ 
rangements have been completed 
whereby each club may secure the as­ 
sistance, advice and direction of a 
group of Senior Texas Academy of 
Science members who are devoting 
their time and interests to the prob­ 
lem of the Science Clubs. The chair­ 
man of this committee is very anx­ 
ious to get in touch with every school 
Science Club in Texas, as early as 
possible, and the sponsor or the club 
secretary is urgently requested to 
send to Professor Clyde T. Reed, De­ 
partment of Biology, T. C. A. I., 
Kingsville, Texas, the following infor­ 
mation :

1. Name of club.
2. Names of sponsors and their ad­ 

dresses.
3. Number of club members.
4. Names of club officers and their 

addresses.
5. Time of regular club meetings, 

and place.
6. Name of school in which the club 

is organized.
7. A statement of some of your 

most serious problems and your most 
urgent needs.

No Guns in League 
Plays

'HT'HOSE one-act play coaches who 
J- object to the no-firearms rule in 

the League contest are again remind­ 
ed that this rule was put in as a 
safeguard for the children engaged in 
the contest. The near-fatality in the 
Buda district tournament a few years 
ago was directly responsible for the 
insertion of this rule. Here is a news­ 
paper account of what happened at 
Quincy, Illinois, May 8, 1931:

"The scene was the primary room 
of the Grace Methodist Episcopal 
church. The time was last night.

"Ten of the 11 players selected to 
put on the church's next amateur the­ 
atrical production were on hand wait­ 
ing for the eleventh member of the 
cast to arrive so they could start 
their rehearsal.

"There were two revolvers, filled 
with blank cartridges during the pre­ 
vious rehearsals, lying on the table. 
Robert Randall, one of the players, 
picked one of them up, and, just to 
pass the time away, fired it several 
times. Nothing happened. The shots 
were all blank. Then he fired again 
and Mildred Hughes, 18, popular in 
Quincy amateur theatricals, fell over 
 fatally wounded. The bullet passed 
through her lung.

"Arthur Weisenberger, 16., one of 
the players who brought the weapon 
to the rehearsal, told police he had 
been practicing shooting with it at 
home and had forgotten there was 
still a bullet in it when he brought it 
to the church last night.

"Unquestionably, said County Cor­ 
oner Louis Terlisner, it was an acci­ 
dent. He set the inquest for this 
afternoon."

College, Amateur, Professional

ATHLETIC officials at Rice Insti­ 
tute recently voted to enlarge 

their gymnasium capacity to accom­ 
modate around 500 students. In the 
beginning the present fieldhouse took 
care of but 35.

It is a good sign. Intramural 
competition and the development of 
athletics for the individual student 
will have their day in America just 
as they are having their day in other 
countries.

The mailed first of professional­ 
ism has seized college athletics in 
this country until there is a very 
objectionable air about it all. There 
is some mysterious odiousness about 
professionalism applied to the col­ 
lege athlete and the amateur athlete.

In this connection lets hop a train 
to a sidetrack and regard the situa­ 
tion in tennis. I admire men like 
Bill Tilden and Vin Richards, who 
have come out openly and gtme into 
the tennis business. They are not on 
the fence, accepting this bribe and 
that and making their little pocket- 
book gains on the side. They are in 
one of the hardest businesses in the 
world, that of the professional ath­ 
lete. And it seems a shame that to 
many people that same feeling of 
odiousness referred to above should 
apply in their case, and all because 
they were amateurs for so long. But 
it does. Will somebody please tell 
me why? -Galveston. News, __^

Frenchman Sees Harm In 
Our Student Activities

*~pHE most hasty of the Airier-
 *  lean tourists is struck by 

the drab austerity which sur­ 
rounds our lycees and the great­ 
er part of our French universi­ 
ties. The lightest of French ob­ 
servers, traversing the United 
States, looks with astonishment 
upon the smiling welcome of its 
colleges. These two reactions, 
superficial if they be, are none 
the less born of genuine causes. 
The first encouragement to con­ 
fidence, in the United States, is 
in effect the surroundings which 
bring it, the environment into 
which the pupil is summoned for 
his instruction.

Into his college the boy enters with 

pride, the young girl with a smiling 
assurance for they will hear, from 

the gates, issuing from the dormito­ 

ries 'the sound of phonographs invit­ 

ing to the dance! It seems indeed 

that the first impression which is 

meant to be conveyed to the young 
people is that of being very much at 
home, that is, not between four walls 
but in an element substantial and ex­ 
pansive which only asks of them that 
they share in its strength and growth. 
Parks, mountain lakes, sun, snow, 
ocean, all the abundance of a natural 
setting that can range from charm to 
grandeur is offered not as a luxury 
but as an element through which the 
student will nourish himself by the 
same right as through his course of 
studies. As to the interiors of the 
edifices, the same preconcert! will 
cause to reign there (not to mention 
in the fraternities and the clubs) a 
reassuring comfort. Provision appears 
to be made, even for the numerous 
cases where the ill-endowed student, 
the unintelligent, or simply the lazy, 
may have a tendency to permit him­ 
self to become discouraged because of 
poor grades or the too great difficulty 
of studies: for this sort of student 
there exists, in effect, the safeguard 
of all sorts of activities, aside from 
classes, where it will be permitted 
him to shine.

In particular the field of sports will 
give an admirable opportunity for 
whoever, in default of mind, possesses 
muscle, to win applause ,in becoming 
the idol of a fervent public."" But 
sports do not form the only addition 
to the happy and confident equili­ 
brium of the student; there exists also 
in the colleges a knowing organization 
of what in France we call the a cotes, 
understanding by this all that can 
adorn, rejoice, distract as if the arid 
aspect of a classroom, or of the course 
of studies, properly so called, were 
having the advantage of being camou­ 
flaged by shows that own only a very 
remote relationship to it. Only those 
who have dwelt upon the grounds of 
the colleges themselves can take ac­ 
count of the importance which the 
students attach to their a cotes, such 
as dances, parties, societies, fraterni­ 
ties, sororities, football games a cotes 
which are not far, in the final ac­ 
count, from being enough to cause the 
program of studies to appear, if not 
as a detail, at least as without a sig­ 
nificance which one does not know 
how to reduce to its proper propor­ 
tions, and over which there is desired 
but the power to glide as swiftly as 
possible.

So strong is the fear of ennui, and 
(O paradox!) of idleness, that inge­ 
nuity studies to contrive the better and 
better organization of amusements, 
until the campus sometimes ends by 
taking on a sort of perpetual holiday 
allure, as of a Sunday picnic which 
without hesitation is extended to the 
length of the week. This is so much 
the case that one must ask himself 
how the student worker manages to 
withdraw at all from these powerful 
external influences which pull him, 
tempt him, and in any case take from 
him a good part of his energy. More­ 
over, it is often difficult to distinguish 
which are the extra-curricular activi­ 
ties wastefully dispersive and which, 
on the contrary, form a stimulus to 
work. There are, for example, in a 
great number of institutions in the 
United States "little theaters," schools 
of the theater, studios, etc., where are 
brought under way the most excellent 
undertakings and which achieve some­ 
times results which our university es­ 
tablishments should envy. But the 
greater portion of these distractions 
do not simplify the problem, and it 
is these that give the force of their 
presentation of college life to the 
student.^

From an essay by Baron Paul D'Estour- 
nelles De Constant published in a sympo­ 
sium, "Higher Education Faces the Future," 
pp. 101-103, edited by Paul Arthur Schilpp. 
Horace Liveright, New York, 1930.

Every child should have mud pies, 
grasshoppers, water bugs, trees to 
climb, brooks to wade in, rocks to 
roll, various animals to pet, and any 
child who has been deprived of these 
has been deprived of the best part of 
his education. Luther

State Champion 1-Act Cast

*~pHE one-act play cast of the Austin high school won the 1931
 *  State tournament with "Casualties," coached by J. R. Bur­ 

ton. The players shown in the above cut are, left to right: Harry 
Garner, Wheeler Lyon, and Maurice Weed.

WANTS EXTENSION 
OF MATH CONTEST

Masonic Home Principal Sug­ 
gests Contest in Commercial 

Arithmetic and Algebra

'"pHE arithmetic contest for 
the grades has revolution­ 

ized the teaching of arithmetic 
in the schools where teams are 
entered in the meet. This has 
been a genuinely progressive 
movement.

Why not start one in commer­ 
cial arithmetic and algebra by 
having district contests in these sub­ 
jects? The commercial arithmetic 
contest would be easy to handle. 
I don't know so much about the 
algebra. Several publishing com­ 
panies have rapid calculation pads 
that could be made the basis of the 
preparation for the contest. The test 
sheet could be prepared in your 
office or by a committee appointed 
for that purpose.

      o     

Extension Division Gives 
Course in "Gang Control"

A POLICE training school, which 
will.. give special emphasis to 

means of gang control, will be con­ 
ducted by the University of Wisconsin 
extension division during the coming 
scholastic year, it is announced, and 
will be open to all cities wishing to 
send representatives. The course, it 
was said, has been developed at the 
request of the League of Wisconsin 
Municipalities.

Prof. A. J. Barry, superintendent of 
the Juvenile Detention Home in Chi­ 
cago, has been chosen to direct the 
course, and will be assisted by asso­ 
ciates from the university and from 
the enforcement and judicial branches 
of the state and city governments.

The League of Wisconsin Munici­ 
palities, the announcement said, looks 
to the plan as an opportunity of giv­ 
ing the state's police forces valuable 
training in crime control at a time 
when new and serious phases are 
pushing themselves to the surface ,in 
numerous communities. The invasion 
of the gangster fugitive, it was said, 
prompted the organizers of the course 
to make gang" control the central 
theme of this year's program.

Among the expected benefits, it was 
said, are a better understanding of 
the needs and methods of law en­ 
forcement, and closer contact between 
the police 'courses of the various cit­ 
ies, developing a type of training 
which no individual city could work 
out so well for itself.

Selecting A Debate Question
Three principles have been for­ 

mulated which should govern the 
selection of the proposition for de­ 
bate in the high school. First, the 
proposition must be such that the 
study and discussion of it will lead 
to a realization of the objectives of 
debate. This involves the selection 
of (1) a proposition of interest to 
both speakers and hearers, (2) a 
question of policy rather than a 
question of fact, (3) a question of 
social interest, other things being 
equal, (4) a question of local inter­ 
est, other things being equal, and 
(5) a question on which there is 
available material. Second, the 
proposition must be technically cor­ 
rect. This involves the selection of 
a proposition (1) that is stated as 
an assertion, (2) that is debatable, 
(3) that does not employ ambiguous 
terms, (4) that is not too broad, (5) 
that is not double-headed, (6) that 
gives to the affirmative the burden 
of proof, and (7) that is not ques­ 
tion-begging. Third, the selection of 
the proposition should be left to 
representatives of the schools which 
are to engage in the debate. Walter 
H. Adams in The School Review, Sep­ 
tember, 1927,

Olympia

OLYMPIA stands upon a high 
plain surrounded by mountains 

and, with other sites of interest and 
beauty within the Peloponnesus, 
should certainly be visited. The 
Arcadians, who in classical times 
occupied the surrounding territory, 
regarded themselves the original in­ 
habitants of the land, driven thither 
by formidable invaders. But, howr 
ever that may be, Olympia was one 
of the sanctuaries of classical Greece.

To the visitor familiar with Delphi, 
a comparison suggests itself, but it 
is a comparison all in favor of 
Olympia; for where Delphi is grand, 
Olympia is beautiful. The religious 
associations of the two spots in the 
earliest times, however, are similarly 
shrouded in mystery. The tradition is 
that Heracles, the reigning deity at 
Olympia in its greatest days, arrived 
with the Dorians. . . .

The Olympic Games with which the 
spot is more generally associated, 
were, in legend, instituted in honor 
of Pelops and were later reformed 
by Heracles. Originally of purely 
local interest, these games soon be­ 
came one of the few institutions 
invested 'by the ancient Greeks with 
an almost -national interest. All the 
Greek cities were invited to compete, 
and all Greece was interested in the 
result of-the contests. The national 
interest was increased by the fact 
that only Greeks might participate. 
No foreigner, however great his 
reputation, might enter the lists. In 
order that champions and their 
friends and other -visitors might 
reach the games in safety, it was 
customary for contending cities and 
states to proclaim a sacred truce a 
week or so before the games were 
due to commence and which held 
good for a similar period after the 
games had terminated.

It is the popular view that the 
Olympic games were solely athletic 
in character. But this is a miscon­ 
ception. Artists and musicians, and 
even orators, displayed their talent 
and doubtless' excited the interest 
and admiration of the "intellectuals" 
of that day. None the less, interest 
unquestionably was most keenly 
aroused in the purely athletic side of 
the contest. ...

It^ is easy to understand that as 
the years went by and the Festival 
became more and more patronized 
by the Greeks from distant parts, 
Olympia ceased to be merely a scene 
of athletic contest and became a 
great center for the exchange of 
information, the renewal of friend­ 
ships and the increase of commerce. 
 Ashley Brown, in "Greece Old and 
New."

Editor Commends Contest

THE INTERSCHOLASTIC 
LEAGUE in making a contest, 

"Spelling and Correct Writing," has 
in the last few years encouraged 
development in the youth of Texas 
upon two subjects a decade ago sadly 
neglected. In fact, incorrect spelling 
and illegible writing used to be 
rather a matter of pride among 
young people. Not only must words 
be correctly spelled but must be 
written plainly enough to be read  
each word independent of the other 
words. How often it is that in a 
letter or other composition the 
reader, to determine a word, must 
examine other words concerning 
which there is no doubt and compare 
the formation of letters. The Inter- 
scholastic League requires, and 
rightly, that the letters of each word 
be so plain as to relieve all doubt 
as to what they are. It should be a 
gratification that more are each year 
competing in the "Spelling and Cor­ 
rect Writing," contest.   Lockhart 
Register.

Editor: "We"ll have in the next is­ 
sue a symposium on 'How to Succeed 
in Life' by those who haven't."

Manager: "-Why by those who 
haven't?"

Editor: "Those who have charge 
top much for what thejj write,'? _^_

TINY TOT STORY, i 
TELUNG CONTEST

Gray and Howard County 
Leagues Held This Interest­ 

ing Event Last Year

NUMBER of county leagues 
have experimented during 

the past few years with a '"Tiny 
Tot Story Telling Contest" with 
promising results. For the bene­ 
fit of those leagues which wish 
to try this event as an optional 
county contest during the pres­ 
ent year, we publish below the 
rules used in the Gray county 
league and those used in How­ 
ard county. The Director Gen­ 
eral of that county, G. C. Bos- 
well, of McLean, declares that it 
was one of the most entertain­ 
ing features of the Gray county 
meet. A handsome cup was 
provided as a trophy for the 
winning school. The rules fol­ 
low:

I. There shall be one section di­ 
vided into three classes.

II. Only sub-junior enrolled in 
one of the ^irst three grades may 
compete.

III. There shall be three divisions 
in each section, a First grade, a 
Second grade, and a Third grade.

IV. Any story which is within 
grade range of the. group by whom 
it is given may be used, provided not 
more than eight minutes is used in 
the telling of it.

V. Each school shall be allowed 
one speaker in each class.

VI. The groups shall be desig­ 
nated thus: First grade, Class I; 
Second grade, Olass II; Third grade, 
Class III.

VII. Names of Contestants should 
be posted with Director of Story 
Telling one week in advance of meet.

The Howard County league also 
conducts a similar contest under the 
following rules:

1. Eligibility: Each school in the 
League may enter a team of two in 
the sub-junior division. Each con- 
te"stant shall be of the sub-junior 
age and in any of the first threei 
grades.

2. Classification: In the county 
contests there shall be a contest 
division for the rural schools, class 
"B" school )and ward schools in-* 
eluded with the class "B" school. :

3. Sources: Stories may be select­ 
ed from the school basic and suppli- 
mentary readers. The selections 
chosen must be in good English and 
may be told in monologue style. The 
purpose of this contest is to add to 
the mental enrichment of the pupils 
arid to enable them to give a sincere, 
intelligent, and effective oral inter­ 
pretation of the Same to the audience.

4. Length of story: No story shall 
exceed five minutes in length.

5. No cheering and no coaching 
shall, be permitted during the deliv­ 
ery of the story.

6. Judges: The judges for the 
story telling shall be selected as pre­ 
scribed in the rules for declamation.

7. Instructions to the judges: This 
is a contest in delivery only, and 
from- selections dealing with (3). 
The basis of judging each contestant 
shall be general effectiveness as a 
story teller, qualities of naturalness, 
force and expression.

At the close of the contest each 
judge shall rank the contestant by the 
numbers 1, 2, 3, etc. A contestant 
ranked first by the judges in majori­ 
ty shall be awarded first place. Sec­ 
ond and third places shall be deter­ 
mined in the same manner.

The greater the difficulty, the more 
glory in surmounting it. Skillful pi­ 
lots gain their reputation from storms 
and tempests. Epicurus.

FOOTBALL

"United States Senator James J. 
Davis says:

"Any college that sends a young 
man into -the world with a desire 
to do nothing but follow the foot­ 
ball news through the sports col­ 
umns of the newspapers has failed 
in its duty to that young man."

"Whenever a team, or a school, 
or a group of alumni becomes 
imbued with the thought that only 
a winning team counts for any­ 
thing, there is trouble ahead for 
football."

"It is a commendable thing to 
strive to win, but the game itself 
means much more than the score."

"The game is doomed to extinc­ 
tion, however, if the demand for 
winners season after season makes 
it necessary to resort to unfair 
tactics and long, grueling periods 
of training to produce winning 
teams." ,«. ,. :



Pege? :THE INTERSCHOEASTIC CEAGUER ?

PHLOX SHOULD BE 
OUR STATE FLOWER

Director of Wild Flower Con­ 
test Thinks Mistake Made 

In Adopting Bluebonnet

'T'HE PHLOX, and not the 
 *  famed bluebonnet, should be 

the official flower of Texas. This 
is the view held by Dr. B. C. 
Tharp, associate professor of 
bptany at The University of 
Texas, and Director of the 
League Wild Flower Contest, 
who declared that the phlox is 
far more widely distributed in 
Texas than the bluebonnet, and 
is of far more value as a botani­ 
cal specimen.

The phlox is the most famous 
flower under the sun, Dr. Tharp said, 
and yet Texans regard with utter 
lack of interest the little wild plant 
which grows in abundance through­ 
out southern Texas, and thoughtless­ 
ly treat it as a weed.

Interesting History
Ap interesting history attaches 

itself to the phlox in Texas. More 
than a century ago, in 1829, Drum- 
mond, a Scotch botanist, was sent to 
Texas to collect phlox seeds for the 
Royal Botanical Gardens in England. 
He made his selection and sent them 
back to England for plating, while 
he stopped in Florida. There he 
contracted yellow fever and died. 
As a tribute to him the pretty little 
wild flower was given the name 
"phlox Drumondii."

Sir Thomas Hooker, in describing 
the phlox which first flowered in the 
Royal Botanical Gardens, wrote that 
they were of two types, one a bright 
red, the other a paler shade. At that 
time Hooker prophesied that the 
phlox would become one of the 
world's most valued flowers. After 
a hundred years, his prophesy, has 
been fulfilled, for L. H. Bailey, inter­ 
nationally recognized authority on 
horticulture, has distinguished the 
phlox annual as first in importance 
among garden flowers.

Miraculous Development
During the hundred years in which 

the phlox has been under cultiva­ 
tion and domestication, almost mirac­ 
ulous results have been obtained. 
This flower now grows in gardens 
throughout the world. Various 
shapes, colors, and sizes have been 
produced. Colors of all shades and 
combinations have been obtained, 
with-the exception of a pure yellow.

Recent experimentation with phlox 
shows that there have been some 
misunderstandings concerning the 
flower. Evidently two distinct types 
were given the same name after they 
began growing in England, Dr. Tharp 
explained. By its behavior and 
characteristics, the phlox shows 
itself to be a hybrid. If is with these 
hybrid qualities that Dr. Tharp has 
been interested in experimenting. 

150 Specimens on One Trip
Recently, he, accompanied by 

C. H. Smuller and Harley Phelps, 
the latter a University student from 
Lawrenceville, 111., toured Southern 
Texas for the purpose of collecting 
herbaceous specimens for the Uni­ 
versity department of botany and 
seeds to plant in the University 
Botanical Gardens. The three cov­ 
ered about nine hundred miles in 
their search, visiting Victoria, Port 
Lavaca Refugio, Sinton, Robstown, 
Laredo, Uvalde, Leakey, Kerrville 
and Fredericksburg.

On this trip, they collected more 
than one hundred and fifty herbace­ 
ous specimens and about forty 
groups of seed. They found the 
phlox a special object of interest. 
Dr. ,Tharp gathered a number of dif­ 
ferent kinds of phlox seed, which he 
intends to plant and from which he 
hopes to be able to work out the 
relationship between the different 
types of phlox. By experimentation 
he hopes to produce different colors 
and shapes. The great interest in 
the project lies in the fact that the 
flower is one which is now grown in 
every part of the world, he said.

: Conipanionate marriage is not mar­ 
riage and will soon cease to be com- 
panionate. Gilbert Chesterton.

COLORADO USES LEAGUE 
HANDBOOK

For the enclosed check please 
send one hundred fifty (150) 
copies of "High School Hand­ 
book," prepared by Professor 
Reddick, to Miss Benson, Macky, 
202, University of Colorado, 
Boulder, Colo.

You may be interested to know 
that our plan is to supply 
Colorado high school newsaper 
sponsors and advisers with the 
handbook. Chapter I and III are 
most excellent, we feel, and are 
not to be found in any of the high 
school texts.

SCHOOLS OVER-BUY 
SPORTS EQUIPMENT

Writer Urges Business Methods
In Dealing With Sports

Goods Houses

(By B. B. Cobb, Superintendent, 
Waco Schools)

ITHOUT wishing to appear 
in the role of a meddler or 

to assume the attitude of a critic 
of those who happen not to agree 
with him, the writer ventures to 
call the attention of school 
boards and school administra­ 
tors throughout the state to cer­ 
tain practices which seem to be 
unethical and injurious to the 
credit of school people generally. 
Reference is made to the tardi­ 
ness with which a number of 
school districts in Texas meet 
certain types of their financial 
obligations.

School Credit Rates High
It is generally true that no busi­ 

ness concern in the community has a 
higher credit rating than the public 
schools. Usually people are rather 
jealous of the good name of their 
schools and are ready to see that 
school accounts are promptly paid. 
As a rule, the financial affairs of the 
public schools of this State are ad­ 
ministered by capable, honest, depend­ 
able business people who are careful 
to see that contracts made by their 
districts for furniture, equipment, 
books and supplies are sacredly kept.

Contracts made for athletic equip­ 
ment, however, are often not so high­ 
ly regarded. Such accounts are fre­ 
quently allowed to run until they are 
long past due, and, in some cases they 
are not paid at all. Why the differ­ 
ence in attitude toward this class of 
obligations? Is it because over-en­ 
thusiastic principals or coaches are 
allowed too much freedom in ordering 
such materials? Do superintendents 
sometimes become lax in their super­ 
vision of purchases made for the ath­ 
letic department of their schools? Is 
it possible that some school boards 
are not conscious of the fact that 
contracts made in the name of the 
school, by regularly elected repre­ 
sentatives of the board, become obli­ 
gations morally binding on the com­ 
munity?

Many Unjaid Obligations
The writer was surprised some­ 

time ago to learn from a representa­ 
tive of a reputable athletic house that 
many school authorities in Texas seem 
more or less indifferent in regard to 
paying for athletic equipment bought 
for school teams and used by these 
teams in inter-school contests. As 
proof of this statement, he cited the 
fact that during the last 10 years 
sporting goods houses of this section 
charged off of their books more than 
$200,000 in bad school accounts, and 
that these houses are still carrying 
between $300,000 and $400,000 of such 
accounts that are now from 60 days 
to two years past due.

No business can long operate at a 
loss. The athletic dealer who yearly 
charges off many bad accounts and 
who finds it necessary to carry slow 
accounts for a long period, must 
raise the price of what he sells to 
those purchasers who pay their bills. 
Schools that meet their obligations 
promptly must pay more for what 
they get because other schools fail to 
keep their contracts. A deplorable 
feature of the situation is the fact 
that a few schools that are negligent 
of their financial obligations tend to 
bring all schools into bad standing. 
But worst of all is the effect of such 
careless practice on the character and 
ideals of young people who use the 
equipment for which they know pay­ 
ment has not been made.

Pay Up or Don't Buy
If athletic games are regarded as a 

legitimate and worth-while phase of 
the school's activities, the community 
should see to it that such equipment 
as is needed by its teams and as is 
within the means of the community 
to purchase is provided. Otherwise 
the community should not attempt to 
carry on an athletic program. No 
school has the right to expect a sport­ 
ing goods house to equip its athletic 
teams free of charge. No individual 
representing the school has the moral 
right to contract for any sort of 
equipment unless it is reasonably cer­ 
tain that funds will be available for 
paying the bills when they become 
due.

Of course, gate receipts often fall 
below expectations. But failure of 
an athletic team to attract patronage 
does not relieve the school of its ob­ 
ligation to pay for what it has bought 
and used in athletic contests. Pur­ 
chases made by representatives of the 
community for use by representatives 
of the community become bona fide 
obligations of the community, that 
cannot be discharged by any sort of 

:buck-passing" process. The debt 
continues to exist until paid. A 
change of school boards, the removal 
of the superintendent or the principal j

or the director of athletics or the 
coach does not discharge the com­ 
munity's obligation to pay for what, 
it has bought and used in the ath­ 
letic contests of its schools.

What should be done about the 
matter?

Suggestions
The following suggestions may be 

helpful:
1. Every school board should see 

that the athletic department of its 
schools is properly organized and di­ 
rected by a capable, dependable em­ 
ployee of the schools.

2. Each school board should insist 
that every purchase of athletic equip­ 
ment be approved by the authorized 
member of the faculty, instead of be­ 
ing left to the discretion of any indi­ 
vidual.

3. School authorities should recog­ 
nize contracts made in the name of 
their schools as binding obligations 
on the community and as continuing 
in force until the bills are paid, re­ 
gardless of changes made in the per­ 
sonnel of the school board or the 
school staff.

4. Those who handle athletic funds 
should be instructed to apply those 
funds promptly to the liquidation of 
indebtedness, instead of using them 
for the purchase of expensive tro­ 
phies.

5. Athletic houses should not en­ 
courage high-powered salesmen to 
take orders without the sanction of 
responsible parties connected with the 
schools.

6. Equipment concerns should re­ 
fuse credit to individuals and to in­ 
stitutions that have been careless in 
meeting their obligations.

If some such plan as this were fol­ 
lowed, sporting goods dealers should 
find it possible to reduce their prices, 
the credit rating of schools in general 
would be raised, and public school pu­ 
pils who use athletic goods would no 
longer get the impression that obliga­ 
tions assumed for such equipment are 
less binding than those assumed for 
any other form of school supplies.

Too Many Rules

I AM not in favor of schools 
running about over the State 

in search of football players. 
Football is not something to be 
commercialized. Neither is it 
something to be "wrecked" with 
silly limitations, rules and penali- 
ties. You can have too many 
limitations on any human activity, 
until it surfeits with too much.

Who said: that people is gov­ 
erned best who is governed least? 
I think it is just as prudent for 
a boy to play football in order to 
go to school as it is for him to 
jerk soda to do so. The whole 
argument, it seems, is over the 
question of who gets the soda- 
jerking job for him: the school or 
he, himself.

I am opposed to the one year 
rule. Let the boys play football 
and quit hobbling the game with 
penalities. I don't believe that 
you have to tie the school men 
of Texas up with rules and limi­ 
tations in order to keep them 
from "wrecking," as you say, any 
institution.

Yours very truly,
JEFF A. HOOD,

County Superintendent of Schools, 
Wichita County.

P.S. Please give this the same 
space you did the other item.

Yale Drops Classics As
Entrance Requirements

YALE UNIVERSITY has an­ 
nounced that beginning with the 

class of 1932 Latin and Greek will no 
longer be required for admission to 
the college and that French, German 
and Spanish may be substituted. This 
change of policy on the part of one 
of the country's leading universities 
was viewed with regret by most schol­ 
ars and educators. They consider it 
unfortunate that after 200 years of 
leadership in the educational field 
Yale should have decided upon what 
"some people may call a drop in its 
standards." On the other hand, many 
members of college faculties declare 
that the elimination of Latin and 
Greek as necessary requirements for 
college admission was inevitable.

One of the chief critics of the Yale 
plan was Professor Magoffin, head of 
the Department of Classical Studies 
at New York University and presi­ 
dent of the American Classical 
League. Professor Magoffin stated 
that despite the tendency of colleges 
and universities to drop Latin and 
Greek there had been a great interest 
in the two subjects in the high schools 
of the country.

      o       
Love seeketh not itself to please, 
Nor for itself hath any care^ 
But for another gives its ease, 
And builds a heaven in hell's despair. 

 William Blake.

Champion Girls' Volley Ball 
Team, 1931, of District No. 4

BYERS HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS VOLLEY BALL TEAM

Reading left to right, top row: Miss Phelo Mae Resek, coach; Victoria 
Barger, Lessie Cash, Opal Hestand, Supt. F. W. Richardson. Bottom row; 
Bernice Rogers, Bessie Pearl Payne, Agnes Henderson, captain; Vivian 
Lemon, and {Catherine Greer.

IN a few of the Interscholastic League districts, competition is arranged 
for Girls' Volley Ball. In District No. 4, with center in Wichita Falls, 

fine results have been obtained in this event. County winners are made 
eligible for the district competition, and much enthusiasm and friendly 
rivalry in this fine sport have been developed. In the 1931 meet, the Byers 
high school volley ball team won the meet and were declared district 
champions.

9 Proposed Texas Amendments 
To Be Voted at Polls in November
NINE proposed amendments to the 

State Constitution, submitted on 
joint resolutions adopted at the regu­ 
lar session of the 42nd Legislature, 
will be voted on by the people in the 
general election to be held in the 
general election to be held in Novem­ 
ber, 1932. No constitutional amend­ 
ment will be submitted in a special 
election this year.

J£wo of the proposed amendments 
are to be submitted under joint resolu­ 
tions adopted by the Senate and seven 
by House joint resolutions.

Senate Joint Resolution No. 26 sub­ 
mits an amendment to repeal the 
amendment permitting The Univer­ 
sity of Texas to invest the permanent 
fund in university obligations.

Senate Joint Resolution No. 28 sub­ 
mits an amendment authorizing the 
Legislature to make appropriation to 
defray expenses of holding the pro­ 
posed Texas centennial in 19136 com­ 
memorating the 100th anniversary of 
Texas independence.

House Joint Resolution No. 1 pro­ 
poses an amendment to permit retired 
army, navy, marine and other officers 
not in active service to hold public 
office.

House Joint Resolution No. 5 sub­ 
mits an amendment authorizing coast 
counties and cities to vote seawall and 
other storm protection bonds1 by two- 
thirds of all qualified voters.

House Joint Resolution No. 6 pro­ 
poses an amendment exempting from 
taxation homesteads up to assessed 
valuation of $3,000.

House Joint Resolution No. 12 sub­ 
mits an amendment to empower the 
Legislature to pass laws to fix limita­ 
tion of 10 years or more against col­ 
lection of delinquent taxes.

House Joint Resolution No. 21 pro­ 
poses an amendment to combine offi­ 
ces of county tax collector and as­ 
sessor.

House Joint Resolution No. 24 sub­ 
mits an amendment permitting prop­ 
erty sold for taxes to bea redeemed by 
payment of penalty not exceeding 25 
per cent a year instead of present ex­ 
action of double the amount of annual 
tax due.

House Joint Resolution No. 26 pro­ 
poses an amendment permitting prop­ 
erty owning taxpayers only to vote 
in bond elections.

Quiet and Contemplation
Periods of quiet and contemplation 

are vitally necessary. The pressure 
of the day crowds upon attention 
and tends to determine the temper 
of life. To keep our ultimate aims 
clear and strong, we need regular 
periods of retirement. In the quiet 
and peace of these periods we renew 
our purposes. We examine the work, 
the aims, the spirit of the day in the 
light of ultimate aims, and reorient 
our lives. Without such a resource, 
those aims will fade in the immediacy 
of the day's work, and it .will be- 
ome true that they seem unreal and 

distant.- Arthur E. Morgan in Anti- 
och Notes.

South African definition of court­ 
ship: a man chasing a woman until 
she gets him,

Interscholastic Winner
Addresses Rotary Club

T rALTER BRINDLEY of Temple, 
V who recently won the Texas in- 

terscholastic championship in extem­ 
poraneous speaking, was the principal 
speaker at last Monday's Rotary 
luncheon.

Young Brindley chose as his subject 
the political prospects for 1932, dis­ 
cussing the probability of Hoover's 
renomination and the possibility of 
his reelection, together with some of 
the issues which will probably be 
brought into the campaign by one or 
the other of the contending parties. 
He proved to be an interesting speak­ 
er, unusually well informed on cur­ 
rent topics, and capable of expressing 
himself in a forceful manner. Tem­ 
ple Telegram.

(Editor's Note: One secret of the 
success of the Temple schools in pub­ 
lic speaking contests is suggested in 
the above item. The schools have in 
some way secured the cooperation of 
the local civic clubs in the matter of 
providing audiences for aspiring high 
school speakers.)

Advertising in Textbooks

qpENNESSEE'S Free Textbook 

A Commission has raised an im­ 
portant issue by recommending the 
sale of advertising in school books. 
Evidently the commission recognizes 
the dangers of such an undertaking, 
for its recent report to the State 
Legislature said the advertising 
would have to be censored very 
carefully. Foods, sporting goods, 
colleges, household articles and toys, 
for example, would be considered 
proper subjects.

While one recognizes that the cost 
of books could be reduced in this 
way, the policy of admitting adver­ 
tising seems none the less question­ 
able. What constitutes "proper and 
instructive advertising" would be­ 
come a political question if this plan 
were adopted. The commission would 
bring upon itself the extremely diffi­ 
cult task of selecting the space 
buyers. Commercial interests exclud­ 
ed from advertising in the textbooks 
might be expected to exert every 
possible influence to gain that privi­ 
lege.

From the school patrons' viewpoint 
the proposal seems ill-advised; their 
children would be subjected to what­ 
ever advertising appeals the com­ 
mission selected.

If there are businesses which can 
afford to promote sales through 
advertisements in textbooks, the 
State can get the funds it needs by 
taxing those businesses and their 
prospective customers. Tennessee 
and other states would do well to 
protect public schools as much as 
possible against all forms of propa­ 
ganda. The admission of advertising 
into textbooks would open a way to 
too many possible abuses of the 
privilege.   Christian Science Moni­ 
tor^

Beeville Superintendent
Serves Thirty-two Year

AT the last graduation ceremony 
of the Beeville high school the

diplomas were presented by W. E. 
Madderra, who thus 
completed 32 consecu­ 
tive years of service 
as superintendent of 
the Beeville schools. 
Since the death of the 
greatly revered Su­ 
perintendent J. G. 
Wooten of the Paris 
schools last year, we 
believe that Superin-

W. E. Madden-a tendent Madderra

holds the record for consecutive serv­ 
ice as superintendent of a school sys­ 
tem in Texas. The local paper re­ 
corded the graduation exercises as 
follows:

'Graduates of Beeville high school 
will receive diplomas Tuesday eve­ 
ning, the commencement exercises be­ 
ing held at the fair grounds audi­ 
torium. H. M. Wurzbach of Seguin 
will deliver the address.

"The class is composed of 21 boys 
and 30 girls, the total of 51 being the 
first class of more than 50 to graduate 
from the local school. These, with 
six colored graduates and three Mex­ 
ican graduates, give Beeville a total 
of 60 to finish from the system this 
year. The colored and Mexican schools 
have held their commencements."

Orange Co. League Holds 
Big Interscholastic Meet

THE Orange County Interscholas­ 
tic League annual meet got un­ 

der way at 9'o'clock this morning at 
the Anderson school, where the crowd 
increased continuously as the weather 
cleared.

One of the most elaborate programs 
in the history of the league moved 
along smoothly as contestants and 
spectators gathered from all over the 
county and east Texas.

More than 1,000 entries were in the 
list of contests to be made during the 
two days and nights to be devoted to 
the contests.

A big event of the meet will be the 
track and field events to take place 
tomorrow at West End Park.

Playground and volley ball, both 
boys and girls, were played at the An­ 
derson school grounds this afternoon.

Tonight the program will be devot­ 
ed to debates, extemporaneous 
speeches, declamations and the baby 
band.

Cafeteria lunch was served to the 
visitors at the Anderson school at 
noon today. Tomorrow the Anderson 
T. P. A. will serve lunch at the cafe­ 
teria.

J. L. Turnage, director general of 
the league, was delighted with the 
cooperation that he had received from 
the department directors in preparing 
for the occasion.

On the third floor of the Anderson 
school were displayed exhibits of art, 
work of the sewing clubs of the An­ 
derson and Vidor schools, also the 
wild flower exhibits on which the 
awards in that department were made.

Contests in arithmetic, essay writ­ 
ing and spelling were held during the 
forenoon but no awards had been an­ 
nounced in that division up to 3 
o'clock this afternoon. The Orange 
Leader.

Byers Requires Activities Credit
The course of study of the Byers 

Public Schools requires eighteen 
credit^ for graduation, sixteen of 
which will be basal credits and two 
local. "We mean by the local credits 
school activities such as Interscho­ 
lastic League work, music and public 
speaking. Points have been worked 
out for these activities and each 
student must take enough each year 
to make at least one half credit, or 
50 points."

Do not dare to live without some 
clear intention towards which your 
living shall be bent. Mean to be some­ 
thing with all your might. Phillips 
Brooks.

Old-Timer Still
Active In League

(Continued from Page One)

Rupert Deering, whose picture is 
rep; oduced in the accompanying cut, 
bottom row to the left, won first place 
in senior boys' declamation in the 
McCullough county meet, held in Bra- 
dy last March, besides placing in 
three track events. This was his third 
consecutive year in placing first in 
declamation in a county meet. He 
represented the Thirteenth District 
in the State meet in 1930, winning 
his way to the final preliminary that 
year.

Neva Edwards, whose picture is 
reproduced herewith, top row to the 
right, has represented two counties 
in League declamation. She was 
rural junior girl declaimer from the 
Holt school, San Saba county, win­ 
ning first place to the district meet

in 1929. She placed third in the dis­ 
trict meet.

As a senior, she placed second in 
declamation from the Milburn school 
in the county contest of McCullough 
county, 1931. She attended the dis­ 
trict meet at Brownwood April 17. 
She is a ninth grade student and is 
16 years old.

Mary Deering, whose picture in the 
accompanying cut is in the bottom 
row to the right, is 12 years of age. 
She was judged first in the declama­ 
tion contest for junior girls in the 
McCullough county meet last March, 
and represented the county in the dis­ 
trict meet at Brownwood. In 1929, 
she represented the Algherita school 
from San Saba county in the district 
meet in junior girls' declamation. 

      o     

Frizzell Questionnaire 
Airs Opinions of

Officials Fees

(Continued from Page One)

expressed over the work of officials 
heretofore, but there is apparent a 
conviction that the cost of officiating 
takes to much toll from the gate 
receipts. In other words, officials 
appear disposed to 'take all the traffic 
will bear.' In one district, officials 
are reported as referring to others 
who take less than the prescribed 
fees as 'scabs.'

Maximum Fees
"It appears that some districts 

have undertaken to limit the amount 
paid to officials by fixing maximum 
fees. The view is expressed that 
this plan may help to some extent, 
but the point is also made that a 
fixed maximum may also become 
the minimum, and we shall still have 
the problem with ws.

"In line with a statement in the 
questionnaire, publicity is not to be 
given to the schools or persons who 
sent replies."

Of the sixty school .officials who 
replied to the questionnaire, forty-six 
are of the opinion that officiating 
fees are entirely too high. Ranging 
from mild protest to rather vigorous 
language, these forty-six school super­ 
intendents and principals record their 
opinions. Space is not available for 
publishing their replies in the 
Leaguer, but those interested may 
obtain a copy of the circular by 
addressing a request for the same 
to Superintendent Bonner Frizzell, 
Palestine. We subjoin herewith a. 
few of the replies which seem to 
contain constructive suggestions:

"Our expenses for officials are all 
right because of the fact that . . . 
coaching staff assists us. However, 
there is quite an organization of 
professional officials in this section 
who are trying to compel the Class A 
schools in this district to use their 
services."

"We have found that the outside 
officials are no better than local ones. 
We use local college coaches. It has ' 
come to this. We are unable to pay 
outside men and visiting team guar­ 
antees. The prosperous teams have 
spoiled officials.''

"I think we should be content with 
more local officials. We send away 
for high powered university men and 
the cost is burdensome and unneces­ 
sary." ,

Wants Coaches' Help
"Coaches claim athletics empha­ 

size good sportsmanship and fellow­ 
ship. They draw the best salaries  
are keenest for costly officials and 
usually want pay when they serve as 
officials. Literary teachers who get 
less pay usually serve as judges in 
literary contests for no pay and often 
refuse expenses. I often wonder if

ir literary teachers are better 
sportsmen and have more good fel­ 
lowship than our coaches."

"We have tried to check the cost 
of officiating and have failed so far. 
Visiting teams usually refuse to 
accept any but high-priced officials. 
Our coach is under contract to 
charge for officiating on holidays and 
Saturdays only. Other days, schools 
favored, are to reciprocate. Other 
schools have not used him in two 
years on this plan. We feel that a 
limit of $5 plus expenses should be 
placed for each official for each 
game."

"About three years ago, this dis­ 
trict agreed upon the fees which 
schools would pay officials: Referee 
not more than $15; umpire $10; 
headlinesman $5. We are pleased 
with the way this schedule has 
worked, for it has certainly helped 
to keep the cost of officials down."

". . . We have no difficulty with 
officials. We have good college men 
here whom we Use largely."

"Our district has set a maximum 
of $15 for referee and $10 for other 
officials."

"If our competing teams will not 
be too exacting in requiring officials 
from too far away they would not 
cost so much. In our district each 
town gave the chairman of the execu­ 
tive committee a list of competent 
men available. We pay them $10 for 
referee work and $5 for minor offi- 
:ials. In many of our games where 
;he relations of the schools are good, 
local men are used,'*

\


