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Endorses Scholarship Contest

Hattie 0. Prewett, c^jrecto^ of tests, 
Fort Worth Public Schools: I have 
been interested in the dual scholar­ 
ship contest which has been conducted 
in Kansas under the direction of Dr. 
Wood. I have wondered if a similar 
scheme would not stimulate interest 
in testing work and in pupil achieve­ 
ment" in our state. Then last week, 
Dr. Wood wrote me that he is cor­ 
responding with you in regard to, 
working out some relationship be­ 
tween the institutions represented by 
each of you so that there will be de­ 
rived mutual benefit.

I believe they call the scheme an 
Every Pupil Scholarship Contest, now. 
I hope that some similar arrangement 
can be made in Texas. If I can be 
of any help in any way please call 
on me. I am sure my superintendent 
will be glad to have me cooperate. Of 
course, anything which might involve 
our schools will need his own personal 
consideration.

Question Arises, "Who Started 
The Interscholastic League?"

Writer Presents Interesting Surmises and Remin­ 

iscences, But Fails to Develop Actual Facts, 
As Records Show

I

Taylor County Promising

Supt. H. 0. Harris, Bradshaw: As 
director general of Taylor county, I 
am going to try to have the best 
League work that we have ever had. 
We have already had a gratifying ex­ 
pression of interest.

Coming Again

Jessie B. Adams, Principal, College 
Mound School, Terrell: You will find 
a check enclosed for $1, for which 
please enroll our school in the Inter- 
scholasti'c League. Last year we won 
a trip to Austin and we hope to again. 
We enjoy reading the LEAGUER very 
much.

Spelling List Popular

Supt. S. P. Conn, Rockdale: Please 
send 100 spelling lists. We are always 
delighted with them.

League Director in Wood 
Co. Issues Call to Schools

I UY LEMMOND, who was 
elected director general of 

the Wood County Interscholastic 
League, published in the Wood 
County Democrat of November 9 
the following announcement:

"In fulfillment of a promise I made 
to the teachers of Wood County at 
the institute this fall, I wish to submit 
the following notes for publication:

"The Interscholastic League, an in­ 
stitution for the betterment of all the 
schools of the State, should be sup­ 
ported by every principal teacher in 
Wood County. ' I do not mean that the 
League should be supported for the 
basket ball alone but for the benefits 
derived from the many other events 
fostered by it as well. Each school in 
the county should have a team to rep­ 
resent it at the county meet in one or 
more of these events. I therefore 
urge that the principals of the county 
notice the following regulations' for 
membership and send the proper fee 
or fees to the Interscholasfcic League 
University Station, Austin, Texas.

"Tn*e membership fees are as fol­ 
lows:

"a. For common schools:
"1. With less than 100 enrollment 

last year, $1.
"2. With 100 enrollment »r more 

last year, $2.
"b. For independent districts 

Class B:
"1. With fifty or more enrolled ir 

the high school proper, $5.
"2. With less than fifty, $2.
"This membership fee must be pai 

by January 15, 1928. Furthermore 
if a school wishes to participate in 
the basket ball tournament, it mus 
pay an additional fee of $1 by Decem 
ber 15, 1927.

"In conclusion, I wish to say that 
desire to meet the members of the ex 
ecutive committee at Quitman, Decem 
ber 2, 1927, the date of the count; 
institute."

Rockefeller Abroad At Oxfor 
University, Engand, the Lord Chan 
cellor, Viscount Cave, recently opene 
a new school of bio-chemistry. Rocke 
feller money provided $175,000 towar 
the cost of the building and $100,00 
for its maintenance. The universit 
contributed $125,000. , , ,

predicate for what is now the Texas Interscholastic League 
was laid in Central Texas by Tom Fletcher, Emmett Brown,

ack Hubbarcl, T. D. Brooks, and a few others back in the year 
815.
There is no proof that this is true,i but reasoning will point to 

hat conclusion. In 1915 the schools in Texas had very lenient 
ligibility rules and there was no way to arrive comprehensively 
t the State championship.
It was in this year that Tom Fletcher and Jack Hubbard, of 

^emple; Emmett Brown, of Cleburne; Tom Brooks, of Hillsboro, 
.nd a few others representing Central Texas cities and towns 
Irew up a group of rules under which sports would be conducted.

Mexican School League
Organized in Frio County

WE clip from the Pearsall 
Teacher the following pro- 

ram for an interscholastic 
sague of Mexican schools in 
'rio County:
The teachers of the different Mexi- 

an schools of the county met in the 
ounty superintendent's office and or- 
anized a Mexican Interscholastic 
eague Meet to be held in the spring, 
his is a move in the right-direction 
nd we hope they will receive the co- 
peration and support of the people 
f the county. They will need sup- 
ort and encouragement and will ap- 
reciate any assistance rendered them.
Following is a part of their pro- 

ram as outlined:
Entries in literary events shall be 

ccording to grades 1 to 7.
Entries in athletic events shall be 

ccording to ages as outlined in the 
nterscholastic League Bulletin.

Reading

1. Representation: Two entries 
ill be allowed from each grade.
2. Division: There will be six di­ 

visions iji this contest, namely: Second 
3-rade, third grade, fourth grade, fifth 
rra.de, sixth grade, and seventh grade.

3. Nature of contest: Standard 
achievement tests in reading for the
econd grade, prepared, by Mrs. R. S.
'ark; for the third grade, prepared 

jy Miss' Catherine Hudson; for the
ourth grade,«iprepared by Miss Mattie 

McNeill; for the fifth, sixth, and 
5eventh grades, prepared by Mrs.
<Fena Betts.

Writing

4. All grades.

Arithmetic

5. Division: Fifth grade and 
above as Interscholastic League rules.

C.
Spelling

Division: First and second
grades; sub-juniors, third and fourth 
;rades; juniors, fifth, sixth, and sev­ 

enth grades.
Declamation 

Divisions: Same as for spell-7. 
ng.

Singing

3. Divisions: All grades with a 
iimit of fifteen in chorus, and a limit 
to three songs for each chorus.

A limit of one solo from each of the 
irst and second grades.

9. Arithmetic tests are to be by 
Mrs. Betts, from lists sent in no later 
than thirty days before the meet by 
teachers of the several Mexican 
ichools.

10. In the reading contest there 
shall be twenty questions prepared for 
each of the following grades: Second 
third, and fourth. In the fifth, sixth 
and seventh grades there shall be 
thirty questions.

Nine Lives. According to confes 
sion by Prince Felix Yussupov, on< 
of the murderers of Rasputin, the 
hearty monk absorbed generous dosei 
of cyanide of potassium administeret 
in cake, and much poisoned wine anc 
seemed unaffected. "Play me some 
thing cheerful. I like to hear you sing, 
he said to his host, Prine Yussupov 
The prince responded by emptying hi 
revolver into Rasputin's breast. H 
then "bellowed and snorted like a 
wounded animal," and it was all hal 
a dozen conspirators could do to sev< 
hjm up in a sack and heave him over 
bridge into the river. ,

-t- Fletcher later went to the office of 
State High School Supervisor for 
Texas to Austin. There it is believed 
that the encouragement and work 

given by Mr. Fletcher laid the founda­ 
tion for the organization of the Texas 
Interscholastic League.

At least that is the opinion of Em­ 
mett Brown, superintendent of Cle­ 
burne schools. Mr. Fletcher is now 
superintendent of the Masonic Home 
at Fort Worth. Jack Hubbard is none 
other than L. H. Hubbard, now presi­ 
dent of the College of Industrial Arts, 
Denton. Tom Brooks is now Dr. T. D. 
Brooks, of Baylor University.

It was this organization which at­ 
tracted the attention of cities and 
towns over Texas and created the in­ 
terest that eventually led to t.he for­ 
mation of the Interscholastic League. 
That is the conviction of Mr. Brown  
and the writer. Harold V. Ratliff, 
Sports Editor, Cleburne Times, No­ 
vember 7.

The Facts

All of the above named gentlemen 
have done yoeman service in making 
the League worthwhile. They are old- 
imers, true and tried; and any his- 
orian of the organization would be 
ingenerous not to acknowledge that 
>ut for the services of these men, the 
^eague would not be today the ef- 
icient machine that it is for the en- 
ouragement of wholesome activities 

among the schools of Texas. But let 
us keep the record straight.

In large and handsomely bound vol­ 
umes in the bookcase of the editor's 
anctum are all of the bulletins of 
 ules issued since the birth of the 
irganization. These publications show 
.hat the prime mover of the League 
was. one Professor E. D. Shurter, and 
;hat his able coadjutor on the ath- 
etic side was one Professor Charles 
W. Ramsdell. The thing was formally 
rganized at the State Teachers' 

nation of 1910 which met in Abilene. 
A bulletin dated October 3, 1911, con­ 
tained the rules and regulations of 
;he literary events. A bulletin of the 
Interscholastic Athletic Association 
ssued by the University of Texas, 
appeared May 6, 1911, and its officers 
follow: Supt. W. F. Doughty, Marlin, 
president; N. J. Marshall, San An- 
bonio, vice-president; Charles W. 
Ramsdell, Austin, secretary-treasurer, 

You see there were two organiza­ 
tions in 1911, each fostered by the

WANTS AGE-LIMIT 
FURTHER REDUCED

Writer Clains Such Measure 
Would Meet With Enthu­ 

siastic Support

UPT. C. W. BINGMAN, of 
South Park, Beaumont, be­ 

lieves the League age rule should 
be revised downward. He says :

I have been talking with quite a 
number of school officials in this part 
of the state, and the big majority of 
them are thoroughly in favor of the 
revision of the eligibility rules as pro­ 
vided by the Interscholastic League. 
They are especially interested in a 
further reduction in the age limit. 
All of them unite in saying that 19 
years should be the upper limit and 
practically all with whom I have 
talked are in favor of reducing the 
age limit to 18, beginning next year, 
or as soon as this can bt; worked out.

The principals and superintendents 
feel that whenever a boy is more than 
18 years old, he should be doing ad­ 
ditional school work, if necessary, to 
get out of high school rather than 
spend his time competing with other 
schools in football. Take any study of 
enrollment of freshmen in college and 
we will now find that the average age 
is 17 years. It seems to many of us 
very ridiculous that the Texas Inter­ 
scholastic League, an organization 
sponsored by the State University, 
will continue to offer inducements for 
students to stay in high sehool, who 
are three years older than the aver­ 
age age of freshmen entering the Uni­ 
versity.

I am sure that if the League of­ 
ficials will bring this matter .up, you 
will without question, easily carry 
the state in favor of a reduction of 
age limit.

Trusting that the officials will take 
this matter up in a serious way, and 
assuring you great sapp.ort in this
section of the state, I am, etc. 

v

Class Exercise Proposed for
Trial by Civics Teachers

Competitive Discussion of Novel Governmental 
Reform May Prove Useful Device in 

Arousing Interest and Study

T

./EAGUER about it.

(Continued on Page Four)

Complains of High Cost
of Football Officials

LEAGUE STARS
STILL SHINING

One purpose of the Interscholastic League 
s to discover and encourage talent amonR *he 

high-school boys and girls of Texas. One 
proof that it is fulfilling this function is 
found in the remarkable number of League 
winners who distinguish themselves. In this 
column we shall publish personal items con­ 
cerning former winners, and we shall be fjrate- 
ful for information from any source suitable 
for inclusion in this column. EDITOR.

We have the following from Supt 
A. M. Limmer, of Desdemona:

"The matter of securing officials is 
a question that is becoming serious to 
the very small high schools. The of­ 
ficials for the game cost $37 and the 
Gorman team received $50 for their 
trip. You will note that the officials 
got practically as much as the entire

Also we had a gate 
Hence we lost $28 on

visiting team, 
receipt of $59. 
the game.

"I am told that in Class A football 
in this section that a certain game 
was played at a total expense of $263 
for officials. This game is a year or 
so old and it is not necessary to give 
names; however, same can easily be 
had. I was given the information by 
the coach of the school.

"Personally, I think many officials 
are taking advantage of their posi­ 
tions, for which they are already ex­ 
cellently paid in proportion to other 
teaching men, in the matter of athlet­ 
ics. I am wondering if other school 
men think likewise."

 yERRELL SLEDGE, of Kyle, won 
third place in Junior Boys' Decla­ 

mation at the State Meet held in Aus­ 
tin in 1916. He tied for first place in 
Senior Boys' Declamation at the State 
Meet in 1917. In 1921, he won first 
place, Class B, in Essay Writing at 
the State Meet.

Sledge graduated with Phi Beta 
Kappa honors at the University of 
Texas: in 1926. He was a member oi 
the University Intercollegiate Tennis 
and Debating teams. Two years ago 
Sledge debated against Oxford and 
won. He was a member of Alpha Ph 
Epsilon, honorary public speaking f ra 
ternity, while he was in the Univer^ 
sity.

In 1926, Sledge was selected as a 
Rhodes scholar from Texas. He is 
now a sophomore at Oxford Univer 
sity, England.

IAMES S. SWEARINGEN, of Lock 
hart, won the county, district, anc 

State mile and half-mile relay in 1922 
In 1923 he won the District Meet ir 
quarter-mile, half-mile, and the relay 

Swearingen graduated from th 
University of Texas with highest hon 
ors, receiving a B.B.A. degree in 192' 
He was a member .of Alpha Kappa Ps: 
national honorary business1 adminis 
tration fraternity, and he; was an as 
sistant in the Business School las 
year.

WILLIAM A. SWEARINGEN, o 
Lockhart, participated in Intel 

scholastic League football, Lockhar 
High School, in 1921 and 1922. He par 
ticipated in the Caldwell County trac 
meet at San Marcos in 1922 and 1923 
the State track meet in 1922.

Swearingen graduated with highe: 
honors, like his twin brother James S 
did, with a B.B.A. degree in 1927.

He was also a member of Alph 
Kappa Psi, national honorary B.A

(Continued on Page Four)

CRITICISES LEAGUE 
1-ACT PLAY PLAN

Writer Points Out Difficulty of
"Eligible Play" Rule and

Triangle Meets

EACHERS of civics are asked to try an experiment. Below 
we publish a novel suggestion for a change m the machinery 

f government by President Arthur E. Morgan, of Antioch Col- 
ege. Let your civics class study these suggestions and then 
organize a debate for the class on the desirability and feasibility 
if the suggestion. For the sake of convenience, limit the discus- 
ion to one government at a time   this week to city government, 
iext week to county, next to state, and so on.

We venture the prediction that the teacher who gets this debate 
joing among her pupils will teach them more about the govern­ 
ments they are living under in a month than they will learn from 
an ordinary text in civics in a year. Try it and then tell the

I

The article follows:
  f There is no inherent reason why 

government must be less efficient than 
other large scale human affairs. If 
we can cease to think of it as the ex­ 
pression of abstract political doctrines 
to which we owe final allegiance, and

-.egends, Folk Speech, Place 
Names, Ballads, Etc., Avail­ 

able in Published Form

(By Dr. L. W. Payne, Jr.)

*HE sixth annual volume of 
the Texas Folk-Lore Society 

las just been issued as a book 
:alled Texas and Southwestern 

under the editorship of 
Prof. J. Frank Dobie. As the 
itle indicates the volume is of a 
miscellaneous character, but 
greater emphasis has been 
placed on ballads and folk songs 
han on any other single type of 
! oik-lore included in this volume.

The first half of the book con- 
;ains two notable long articles, 
'Folk-Lore of the Texas-Mexican 
Vaquero," by Miss Jovita Gon- 
;ales, of San Antonio, and "Tales 

and Rhymes of a Texas House­ 
hold/' by Mrs. Bertha McKee 
Dobie, of Austin. For novelty 
and entertainment and for valu­ 
able records of the social back­ 
grounds of early Texas life these 
;wo articles alone are worth the 
price of the volume. In addition 
.here are six shorter articles on 
various items of interest to the 
student of folk speech, place 
names, and Indian legends.

The second half of the volume cov- 

sring pages 121 to 238 is made up of 

songs and ballads of various kinds. 

Folk music and ballads in general 
form one of the most fascinating 
fields .of study to both the folk-lorist 
and the inquirer into the origins of 
poetry. The songs of the cowboy and 
the frontier folk in general make up 
the larger part of this section. An 
article by Mr. Dobie on "Ballads and 
Songs of the Frontier Folk" covers a 
a wide range of these old songs. He 
has discovered a number of new cow­ 
boy songs, and in paticular he has 
thrown much light on the best known 
of all the cowboy songs, "Oh, Bury 
Me Not on the Lone Prairie," by 
printing the original source of this 
song, giving both the words and the 
music of "The Ocean Burial," from 
which "The Dying Cowboy" derives. A 
large number of the actual tunes have 
been recovered, and thus the material 
becomes available for the musicians 
who are constantly turning the folk 
songs' into modernized artistic compo 
sitions. There are more than a hun­ 
dred texts of songs, and no less than 
twenty-five of these are accompaniec 
by the musical scores of the tunes to 
which they, were sung. This feature 
of the volume justifies the statement 
recently made by Carl Sandburg, "I 
am amazed at the work your organi­ 
zation is doing."

Upon receipt of the present num­ 
ber, Mr. Sandburg said, "The latest 
publication of the society is extraor­ 
dinary and surpasses previous ones in 
contribution to the sum of human 
knowledge."

Mr. Sandburg has used a great deal 
of material from the publications of

can treat it as made up of practical 
problems of social engineering, to be 
solved by adapting administrative 
methods to human traits and to pres­ 
ent and future needs, government in 
all its phases can be made to serve us 
approximately as well as do our great 
corporations.

If a chemist should find certain con­ 
ditions to be followed by a certain ef­ 
fect, and if this sequence should occur 
many times, through a long period 
and under widely varying circum­ 
stances, he would suspect the effect to 
have more than accidental relation to 
those conditions.

Officials Mediocre

With a few outstanding exceptions, 
our elected public officials in general 
have been mediocre, poorly qualified 
men. This has been true throughout 
our whole history, over the entire 
country, and for local, state, and na­ 
tional governments. Few intelligent 
people wish their sons to seek elective 
public office. That able men do exist 
is proved' in finance, industry, com­ 
merce, and the professions.

Yet patriotic Americans are sure we 
have an excellent system of govern­ 
ment. Would it not be wise to inquire 
whether its structure is not inher­ 
ently faulty, when it so generally is 
associated with these undesirable re­ 
sults.

At the birth of our country many 
Americans believed that the chief 
problems of government would be 
solved by the newly won ability to se­ 
lect their own public servants. There 
seemed little doubt that satisfactory 
officials would be available. Though 
events have dispelled that illusion, the 
old spell of a political doctrine and 
even the aversion to new outlooks have 
hindered an analysis of the difficulty.

Our failure is due less to the ab- 
struseness of the problem than to the 
assumption that we must correct i1 
without changing historic policies 
Perfect administration of either pub­ 
lic or private business never is 
achieved, yet if we can but success­ 
fully answer two practical questions 
we shall be on the road to eliminating 
mediocrity in public office almost as 
fully as it is possible in any large 
corporation.

These questions are: What sacri­ 
fices of reasonable and fundamenta 
aspirations are now required of an 
able man who seeks public office''

(Continued on Page Four)

F teachers will just use the 
LEAGUER for constructive 

criticism of contests, it will do 
much to render the work of the 
^eague of greater benefit to the 
.chool children. As a model of 

such constructive criticism we 
,ake pleasure in publishing the 
'ollowing letter from Mrs. H. D. 
Thompson, of Strawn:

The circular letter and the INTER- 
:CHOLASTIC LEAGUER have been re­ 

ceived with the one-act play material 
n it. The contest and tentative plans 
iave been discussed thoroughly. We 
are very glad that the contest is to

continued and we intend to do our 
jest in the contest. We are ready to 
sign the application.

The explanation in regard to the 
one judge instead of many or several 
s a very progressive step. One com­ 

petent judge will be a better judge 
:han several mediocre judges.

A few of the plans suggested seem 
;o be too indefinite to ,us for several 
reasons, below stated. The part en­ 
titled "Eligible Plays" says that the 
play is to be graded according to its 
merit. From last year's experience, 
the judges in the Abilene district 
judged one group below winners be­ 
cause of choice of play. Otherwise 
they acceded that group to be the best 
there. Then the same play in another 
district was considered the best. The 
same play also "Suppressed Desires" 
won the state championship. Anyone 
will admit that good judges will dif­ 
fer in matter of taste and appeal. 
Then, too, it is generally said that 
a royalty play is always better than 
a non-royalty one. We are willing, 
ourselves to pay the royalty and will 
do so, if the contest is left as it is; 
but if a prescribed list were fur­ 
nished of either royalty or non-royalty 
or mixed plays of the same value, all 
teams or groups' will be as if they 
had a fairer chance in the beginning.

The eliminations, as suggested, will 
call for at least five givings. This 
will call for more expense money than 
a few trips at longer distances. Also 
each elimination in turn will be far­ 
ther away. This might necessitate 
several days out of school work and 
number of schools, will not permit 
very many. The idea of districts, 
probably the same as last year, then 
semi-finals, as now suggested and then 
finals would be only three reproduc­ 
tions. I believe that each play will be 
given in the home auditorium before 
it is entered in the contest, conse­ 
quently I think the people of the com­ 
munity will be benefited that way. I 
feel that any school would feel hon­ 
ored in winning either half of race, 
east or west. That will make two 
doubly desirable goals to work for.

We are very anxious for the final 
decisions to be reached, in order that 
we may begin to seek a suitable play 
and begin on our tryouts for parts. 
We have a dramatic club, of twenty- 
four members and they are very inter­ 
ested.

Easily Amused. An editorial in 
Daily Texan, student publication o: 
the University of Texas, sniffs a littli 

disparagingly at the menu provided a 
the inaugural dinner given by the fac 
ulty to the new president, Dr. H. Y. 
Benedict. No enthusiasm, either, for 
the speeches expressesf polite sur­ 
prise at the rather boyish enthusiasm 
of the faculty over the aaffir dis­ 
misses it with the observation "it 
must be remembered that faculty mem­ 
bers, like the serving maid of the 
famous Spanish princess, often derive 
much pleasure from little things."

Which is indicative of the same 
trend in the times as is the following 
newspaper witticism:

Officer (to man stalking up and 
down street) : What are you doing out

the Texas Folk-Lore Society in his this time of the night walking this 
collection of songs and ballads, en- way? .

(Continued on Page Four)
The Man: I'm just waiting for the 

kids to come home and let me in.

Dean Slagle. At Princeton Jacob 

W. Slagle, 1926, won his letter in foot­ 

ball and baseball and a place on the 

Ail-American football eleven. Also, 

he won honors in his geology course. 

For his athletic skill the University 

this year appointed him assistant foot­ 

ball coach; for his academic record 

the trustees made him asisstant to 

Dean Christian Gauss. Mornings he 

helps train undergraduates not to cut 

classes or commit other minor of- 
fenses; afternoons he helps train the 
University eleven.

Rocknettes. Among the precepts 
which Coach Knute Rockne imparts 
to his football players are the follow­ 
ing:

Don't be a mollycoddle.
See everything.
Eat no chocolate, cocoa, 

fried potatoes, pork, or bananas.
Show brains, courage, self-reatraint, 

coordination, fire of nervous energy, 
an unselfish point of view.

No star playing, just football, and 
if there's any dirty work, home you 
go for good. , ,

greasy
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This is a greatr advantage-. sot to -be secured 
hrough an intramural program. The intramural 

contest has as yet failed so to take hold of the 
student's imagination as to incite him to do pass­ 
ing work in his studies in order to be eligible in 
the same measure that the intersehool contest 
does.

On-the other hand, some of the evils often mani­ 
fest in contests are quite as apt to develop in an 
intramural contest -as in an intersehool contest  
covertly injuring a player on the other side, for 
instance, in combat games.

But aside from any of these contentions, it may 
be pointed out as a conclusive objection to Mr. 
Meyer's statement, that in many schools intra­ 
mural contests on anything like an adequate scale 
is not possible at all, for the simple reason that 
there are not enough pupils to make up the op­ 
posing teams.

OFF-SIDES
By the Editor

Extra inducements should be offered in each 
school and in each county for successful con­ 
testants in Essay Writing. Essay winners do 
not have before them the prospects of a trip 
to the district and state meets, as is the case 
with public speaking contestants and athletes 
Hence, superior inducements should be offered in 
the local and county meets. No more importanl 
contest than the one in Essay Writing is listed in 
the League's schedule of events.

      o      

  Evidence of pre-memorization in the extem­ 
poraneous speech contests will couilt stronglj 
against contestants in judges' decisions. Note, 
also, the additional instruction given judges in 
this contest, announced in page 29 of the Con­ 
stitution and Rules:

The judges are cautioned to notice the subject the 
contestant has chosen and consider carefully whether 
er. not the contestant sticks to his theme.

A list of 100 topics will be found on pages 34-35 
of the Constitution and Rules. This list should 
be used in class-practice, and teachers will do 
well to train students thoroughly in outlining 
these topics.

Fortunate, indeed, was the selection of the 
McNary-Haugen bill for debate this year. It 
will be a subject of intense public interest 
throughout the debating season. It is one of 
the big issues that looms before the Congress 
which will convene early in December. The 
papers are full of it, and substantial articles 
are appearing in many magazines. The debating 
team cannot hope to go far which confines itself 
merely to. the material offered in the bulletin. 
The bibliography should be kept up to date, and 
assignments made to members of e'ach debating 
squad to search for new arguments. Especial 
attention should be paid to the probable effects 
of this proposed legislation upon cotton.

Three-R contestants should remember that the 
reading test this year will be a completion-test 
and not a true-and-false-test. Official notice of 
this change has been given heretofore, but some 
teachers overlook the official notice column and 
are.drilling^their students in the type of test given 
last year. This is good training, but is not the 
specific training that will be required in the 
county meets next" spring. A sample completion 
test will be published in the December LEAGUER, 
and, as announced in the September LEAGUER 
teachers may secure at a trifling cost from the 
World Book Company, Dallas. Sixty cents for 
a specimen set of the Reading Examination, Para­ 
graph Meaning of the Stanford Achievement 
Test is advertised in the February, 1927, price 
list.

E following statement occurs on page 166,
A Handbook of Extra-Curricular Activities, 

in the Hifjh School, by Harold D. Meyer:

This is not the place to enter into a lengthy dis­ 
cussion of intramural versus intersehool athletics. 
However, it should be pointed but that in many 
situations too heavy an emphasis has been laid on 
intersehool competition. A newer attitude is rapidly 
gaining strength, namely that intramural athletics 
carry with 'them the advantages of a competitive 
program while omitting all the undesirable featured 
that may possibly accompany an iiiterschooi^atliletic 
schedule.

If the latter part of this eiatamtjiit read^'intra- 
mural athletics carry with them some of the ad­ 
vantages," etc., and "omitting some of the unde­ 
sirable features," etc., it could be successfully de­ 
fended. As it stands, it cannot be defended. It is 
an advantage to bring one school to the home 

 grounds of another school on the host-and-guest 
basis. That is an undeniable advantage. By in­ 
creasing the competitive stimulus through inter- 
school games, greater opportunities are created 
for driving home lessons in sportsmanship and 
teaching the whole student-body ccrhtrol of its 
emotions under stress. The greater the competi­ 
tion, the : larger the number off citizens of the com­ 
munity that are interested in a school competition, 
the more the attention of the respective com­ 
munities are directed to the needs of the school.

GOOD SPORTSMANSHIP

SUNSET HIGH SCHOOL, Dallas, through J. A. 
Wilson, principal, after maintaining 1000 

per cent football percentage against, perhaps, the 
stiffest district schedule in the state, announced 
withdrawal from the district race, following dis­ 
covery of indisputable evidence that one of its 
players was over age. Principal Wilson and 
Sunset take that high ground that an individual 
or a school should not profit by its own mistakl. 
We feel that this action on the part of Sunset 
High does much to emphasize a point that is 
overlooked by too many school executives. The 
popular argument that a school should not be 
penalized if the error was unintentional is too 
weak to stand analysis. It will not do to profit 
by your own mistake at the expense of another, 
or pretty soon you will be under suspicion of 
making such mistakes purposely.

College football developed an identical situation 
in 1915 when Baylor voluntarily relinquished a 
hard-won championship in football after it was 
discovered that it had unwittingly used an in­ 
eligible man in conference games. The college 
authorities had used due diligence but, perhaps 
due to the machinations of overzealous alumni, 
the ineligible had been put over on them. They 
refused to profit by the mistake.

A similar case is that of the Fort Worth- 
Comanche embroglio of 1913, when R. L. Paschal, 
principal of Fort Worth Central, forfeited a semi­ 
final game to Comanche when it was discovered 
that ineligible men had been used by Fort Worth. 
He refused to profit by the mistake.

Indeed, it is; a sound policy and it might be 
written as an addendum to every intersehool 
sportsmanship code, "In eligibility matters, we re­ 
fuse to profit by our mistakes, except as it will 
make us more careful in the future."

The University Interscholastic League realized 
sometime ago that it should not encourage schools 
to be careless in ascertaining the eligibility of 
their respective contestants and wrote into the 
Football Plan the "following provision which is 
accepted in writing by the principal of every 
school participating in football:

Observe Rules. Each team shall observe faithfully 
all rules contained in.. Article. VIII of the. Consti­ 
tution and Rules. .In case an ineligible man is used, 
in any League game, knowingly or unknowingly, the 
minimum penalty shall be forfeiture of the game.

But it shouldn't be necessary for any committee 
to act in such a case. The school using an in­ 
eligible man should -immediately forfeit the game 
or games, thus making the only restitution possi­ 
ble.: It will not do for anyone in any situation in 
life to insist on profiting by his own mistake 
when the circumstances permit of restitution 
being made to the injured party.

IT developed on the eve of the
Princeton-Yale football game that 

one of the Yale players was ineligible 
under the transfer rule. The Yale 
committee on athletics promptly dis­ 
qualified him. Now comes Princeton, 
according to reports in the papers, 
and, with a great show of sportsman­ 
ship, advises Yale officially through the 
Princeton fatuity committee on athlet­ 
ics and by communication of the presi­ 
dent of Princeton to the president of 
Yale, that it is hoped that Yale will 
go ahead and play the ineligible in the 
forthcoming Princeton-Yale game. 
Great plaudits from the fans and the 
sports writers and the unthinking por­ 
tions of the public generally.

In our view the offer was either rank 
hypocrisy or sentimentalism run to 
seed. Consider the effect of the pro­ 
posal. There is first a subtle sugges­ 
tion of superiority. "All our men, of 
.course, are strictly eligible, but we 
grandly permit you, Yale, to use an 
ineligible man against us." There is 
next a covert insult involved, since 
Princeton assumes that Yale mighl 
use an ineligible man if allowed to gel 
away with it. Thirdly, Princeton thu 
prepares for herself a soft place to 
light, for if Yale accepted the pro­ 
posal and defeated Princeton, there 
would be no honor in the victory, and 
Princeton could shrug its collective 
shoulder with the suggestion that, of 
course, Princeton's' eligibility stand­ 
ards are high and, its conscience keen 
No better alibi. If, using the in­ 
eligible man, Yale should be defeated 
Princeton's football prowess shines 
with a more dazzling glory. In short 
Princeton, under cover of an ostensible 
magnanimity, had everything to gain 
and nothing to lose.

But consider the effect of this offer 
upon Yale. There was likely behihc 
the scenes a warm controversy in Yak 
circles over this matter. There was 
likely a divided counsel. This pro 
posal coming from the opposing camp 
would have a tendency to intensify 
the division, "and if there is anything 
in psychology, as expounded by foot 
ball coaches, such aggravation of the 
division in Yale circles would militate 
against the chances of victory. It is 
an old and threadbare jtrick of the 
politician to approach the opposition 
with some such divisive offer. Ir 
lobby parlance it is called "putting the 
opposition in. a hole."

Be it said to the. glory of Old El 
that she declined the offer and ther 
whipped, .'Prificeton on the gridiroi in 
the last'ten minutes of play.

APERS headlined Texas heat in reporting the 
Texas-Kansas Aggie game. "Visitors' Driving 

Power Lessened by Hot Weather," says one head­ 
line; "Texas Beats Kansas Hot Weather Hurts," 
says another.

Grantland Rice, dean of American sports writ­ 
ers, in his syndicated column appearing in Texas 
papers October 26, says:

The South has had to meet a heavy handicap in a 
football way each fall, due to the big difference in 
temperature. .

Football is no game for 80 and 90 degrees, yet 
southern teams have to pass their training season 
in this warmth, and play many of their hard games 
in the same brand of weather.

Yet against these handicaps, Georgia, Georgia 
Tech, Alabama, Maryland, Vanderbilt, Texas, Tulane, 
V. P. I. and many others have climbed high against 
the odds. In the last two seasons Maryland and 
Georgia have beaten Yale, V. P. I. has beaten Col­ 
gate, and Florida has come to the Army to put up a 
stirring afternoon.

It is hard enough to keep a football team on edge 
in the cooler winds and more bracing October tem­ 
perature of the North. It is four times as hard to 
keep the old pep bubbling with the thermometer 
ranging from 70 to 90 degrees.

- Practically the whole season in Texas is played 
with the thermometer ranging from 70 to 95 
degrees. The fact that we persist in our senseless 
retention of the present playing season in this 
state is a striking testimony to the great power 
of tradition. ,

JOHN MORLEY thus describes a 
L'abor member of Parliament: "A 

tremendous egotist; not once in the 
hour and a half we were together die 
he put*Hone single question, or iiivie a 
single remark even on political busi 
ness in hand, or-admit a single doubt 
or allow that there may'be two sides 
to any question, or realize that he doe? 
not know all that is worth knowing.' 

We have all met him.

'IS the saying, attributed to Barnum 
that the American people like to be 

humbugged, true or not? There be 
those who assure us that down in our 
heart of hearts we scorn genuine 
merit and prize above everything__else 
a certain show or. front, appearance 
rather than reality, and like nothing 
better than tor be imposed upon by 
shani, blatancy, cock-crowing, and hy­ 
pocrisy. Let the advertising tom-tom 
sound loud enough with sustained anc 
consistent rhythm, and our critics say 
that we all fall into step, performing 
the most absurd evolutions, bowing 
and scraping around like a lot of sol­ 
emn penguins. We are told that a 
thing need have no merit to gain our 
approval, but that all that is neces­ 
sary is for merit to be asserted, re­ 
peated, dinned in, raucously reiterated, 
and the most spurious article (be it 
a bed-spring or a political slogan) is 
accepted as final wisdom by the great 
American public.

We deny this as a general indict­ 
ment but affirm that it is true in the 
matter of oranges. Let each person 
be his own witness. Simply go to the 
nearest fruit-stand and test the thing 
out for yourself. You will find there 
prominently displayed some large 
pompous, globular, artificially colored 
objects which the fruit-vender will as­ 
sure you are oranges. Millions have 
been spent advertising this product, 
telling us what is not so concerning it. 
In the topmost row under a fancy 
price-mark sits this "painted Jezebel" 
of fruits. Of uniform size, carefully 
pyramided, with every appeal to the 
eye, stand these decorative objects of 
thick and brittle rind and desiccated 
pith. Stuck b'ack in a corner of this 
same fruit-stand is a box of Texas 
oranges. They are not one-half the 
size of the variety above described, 
they are not of uniform size, their 
complexion is 'rusty and undoctored by 
the orange beauty specialist; they are 
in a dingy box"; they are sold at 30 or 
40 cents a dozen. But the proof of 
the pudding fis'in the eating. We buy

oranges to eat and not to look at. 
ut one of these Texas oranges and 

you find that it has a thin, tough rind 
(ideal for sucking) ; it is loaded with 
iuice; it is sweet and flavorous be­ 
cause it has been allowed to ripen on 
;he tree.

The fact that the first variety com­ 
petes for our patronage at 8 cents 
apiece with the latter variety ^ at 3 
cents is an example of the "scormthat 
patient merit of the unworthy takes," 
proves that "it pays to advertise," and 
certainly lends some color to the stric­ 
tures of those critics who choose to 
elaborate the assertion of the cynical 
Mr. Barnum quoted above.

IN another column of this issue we 
publish a list of debate subjects pre­ 

pared by Prof. William O. Moore, of 
the University "of Texas. We take the 
liberty of suggesting that teachers 
make one addition to this list, as fol­ 
lows: Resolved, That the action of 
President Coolidge in inviting Mayor 
William Hale Thompson, Len Small, a 
convicted embezzler, and William 
Lorimer, convicted briber, to break­ 
fast with him in the White *House 
tends to lift the stigma attaching to 
embezzling and bribing and to restore 
embezzlers and bribers -of wealth and 
political influence to the public esteem.

Why High - School 
Football?

By Roy B. Henderson,
Athletic Director, Interscholastic 

League

This is the second installment of the 
article, by Mr. Henderson, the first appearing 
in the October issue. Ths concluding in­ 
stallment will appear in the December 
LEAGUER. EDITOR.

!OOTBALL cannot be de­ 
fended in the high school 

unless it is subordinated, con­ 
trolled, and made to contribute 
something definite in the cause 
of education. There is nothing1 
inherently good or bad in high- 
school football. It is good or bad 
depending upon how the super­ 
intendent or principal allows it 
to be used in his school. It is a 
matter of leadership. If the 
leadership is right the activity 
is of great value in developing 
moral character. If the leader­ 
ship is wrong it would be far 
better if there were no football.

CoacK Important

Because leadership is so importanl 
in this connection, we see that the 
coach is one of the most important 
if not the most important man on the 
faculty. For this reason he shoulc 
be selected with great care. Th 
first requisite should not be ability 
to win games; it should be mora' 
character. The coach who is given 
to understand that he must win games 
will win by fair means if possible 
but by foul means if necessary. He 
is dealing with boys in an important 
formative period'of their lives. Wha1 
he teaches them will follow them 
through life. The mental processes 
that work out dishonorable acts in 
athletics are the same that accounl 
for dishonorable acts after schoo 
days are over.

In speaking of the opportunities 
and responsibilities of the coach, Dr. 
Joseph E. Raycroft, Princeton Uni­ 
versity, after deploring the existence 
of the coach of low ideals, said: "The 
continued tolerance of the presence 
of men of this sort as teachers in 
educational institutions is a serious 
reflection upon the ideals and stand­ 
ards of those who are responsible." 
This is evident to anyone who will 
think about the matter. It is hard 
to understand why parents and school 
boards in some places will continue 
to employ men to fill positions of this 
kind whose influence upon the boys 
with whom they come into contact is 
anything'but elevating. The expla 
nation must be that little attention by 
those of high ideals is given to this 
important activity in those towns. 

Many Good Coaches
Because this matter is discussed 

here the reader should not get the 
impression that Texas high schools 
are full of coaches of the wrong sort. 
Seven years' experience in dealing 
with hundreds of coaches from one 
end of this State to the other has

e

convinced the writer that the coach 
of this type is the exception rather 
than the rule. At least 90 per cent 
of our coaches are men of high prin­ 
ciples, honest and earnest. They are 
doing good work and the influence 
;hat they are exerting in their respec* 
;ive communities is good.

In order to defend football in the 
 righ school it is necessary to take up 
at least one of the criticisms that 
lave been made. The one that we 
lear most frequently is that "football 
nterferes with study." One critic 
las expresesd himself by saying that 
'it is on the inside of the buildfcig  
n the study halls and in the class­ 

rooms where minds are trained and

character is made."
It is certainly true that football 

cannot be carried on inside the build­ 
ing. It is an extra-curricular activity 
pure and simple. Schools that par- 
;icipate in the Interscholastic League 
must "observe the scholarship rule 
which requires that each player must 
be taking four studies and, further­ 
more, he must be making passing 
grades from the beginning of the 
semester in three of them. Another 
provision makes a boy ineligible to 
play who failed to pass three .courses 
his last semester. These two rules 
sufficiently safeguard the work on the 
inside of the building and they assist 
the principal in his efforts to preserve 
the sport for the bona fide student 
and to keep out the "ringer." 

Character Development 

As to character development, char­ 
acter may be developed anywhere, 
in the classroom, on the athletic field, 
on the street, in the shop or office. 
Between the classroom and the grid­ 
iron the writer takes the position 
that the latter offers the greater op­ 
portunities of the two.

In the Bureau, of Education Bul­ 
letin 1917, the ^ following apppears 
on moral education:

"First in importance is actual per­ 
formance of the pupils themselves. 
It is one thing to hear right conduct 
praised or see it exemplified; it is 
quite another thing (and more nec­ 
essary) for the boys and girls to do 
the acts.

"Character is essentially a matter 
of action, the habitual performance 
of certain kinds of deeds rather than 
others; and the only way of learn­ 
ing how to do these deeds is to do 
them, just as tennis is learned only 
by playing it.

"The better schools realize thai 
pupils take to activity much more 
readily than they do to the relatively 
passive business of listening or read­ 
ing. They are eager for athletics 
to publish a paper, dance, act plays 
etc."

Control of Emotions 
Psychologists tell us that our be­ 

havior is the result of our emotions. 
If this is true, and Vv-s believe it is, 
it is very important that ws learn 
how to control our emotions. Where 
do onr emotions., receive the greater 
appeal, in the classroom or on the 
football field? .

It is not my purpose to belittle 
the importance of classroom work. I 
could not if I wanted to. Classroom 
work is the very foundation of our 
educational system, and no one is 
more .anxious than I to see it main­ 
tained on its high pedestal with other 
activities arranged in their respective 
subordinate positions. I do wish to 
claim, however, that the athletic field 
has an important place in our edu­ 
cational system, and that it is su­ 
perior in many important features to 
the classroom in. the opportunity 
which it offers for developing char­ 
acter and teaching control of the 
emotions.

Prof. William J. Newland, of Am- 
herst, is quoted in the Colgate Alumni 
News as follows:

"Education itself has often been 
"dull and dreary. In an ag» of speed, 
thrill, excitement, jazz, and spice, 
education has not only failed to hold 
its. own: it has been de-thrilled, de­ 
natured till much of it has become 
almost unpalatable. This to my mind 
is its gi"catest present handicap. Me­ 
diocrity certainly does not appeal to 
youth today if indeed it ever did. 
Everybody wants a goal, a cause, a 
sense of achievement, a personal in­ 
dependence, a consciousness of power. 
He wants recognition among his fel­ 
lows and his elders. He finds this 
easily in extra-curricular activities; 
he fails to find it in. his studies. In 
athletics he is trained to do things; 
and in the doing and in successful 
doing he finds a joy. In education he 
is not trained, he is taught; he is no1 
set to doing things, he is given things 
to be done a great difference.

"Is it any wonder the boy i's gradu­ 
ated into an alumnus to whom the 
college means the place where the 
found himself and the particular 
place where he found himself was on 
the tennis court, the ball field, or the 
dance floor, rather than in the class­ 
room?"

Where in the classroom shall we 
find practice and proper direction of 
the deep-seated passions that control 
human conduct? Where, "inside the 
building," are we giving instruction 
or practical examples in self-control 
under stress, sacrifice, loyalty, co­ 
operation, fair play, etc? Professor 
George E. Johnson, of Harvard Uni­ 
versity, says: "Effectual expression of 
;hese lies in motor activity and the 
more direct the circuit between emo­ 
tion and action, the more intense is 
he educational .experience."

"Laboratory of Ethics" 
Someone has said: "The athletic 

leld is a laboratory for teaching 
>thics." It is, if the proper leader- 
;hip is there; otherwise, it is more 

apt to be the opposite. So, under 
proper guidance, we may expect the 
athletic field to be the laboratory 
where ethics, morals, loyalty, sports­ 
manship, and other worthwhile things

are taught. Loyalty is fundamental 
to good citizenship. The great school 
of loyalty is the team game. It 
reaches its fullest expression in foot­ 
ball.

A teacher may lecture forever 
about chemistry or physics, but with 
no laboratory equipment the student 
would not learn much. One may ex- 
peet about the same results by merely 
lecturing high-school students on 
ideals, morals, or ethics. They need 
laboratory work. The athletic field is 
the laboratory where they experience 
these things.

Educational literature the past few 
years has been full of articles regard­ 
ing character development, reorgani­ 
zation of curricula so that social and 
citizenship training values might re­ 
ceive proper emphasis, and other simi­ 
lar topics. Educators are realizing 
that properly controlled athletics is 
making an important contribution in 
this field.

John Galsworthy, the eminent Eng­ 
lish novelist and philosopher, in one 
o*f his recent essyas, rather pessimis­ 
tic, analyzing the present state of 
society to see what encouraging signs 
there might be, after noting that re­ 
ligion had failed to prevent war, and 
after pointing out that socialism and 
'other movements were not effective 
and were quickly suspended at the 
approach of war, came to sport in 
these words: "Sport, which still 
keeps a flag of idealism flying, is per­ 
haps the most saving grace in the 
world today, with its spirit of rules 
kept and its regard for the adver­ 
sary, whether the fight is going for 
or against."

The Challenge

High-school football is a challenge 
to us. What are we going to do with 
it? What are you going to do about 
it? Are you going to use your in­ 
fluence to see that it is controlled? 
that its "spirit of rules" is kept? 
that it is preserved for the bona fide 
high-school student? How the ma­ 
jority of us meet this challenge will 
determine the future of the game. 
Educators will not long tolerate an 
activity in the school system that 
detracts from the main business of 
the school or that exerts a pernicious 
influence on the student body. If the 
coaches only knew it, the welfare of 
the game is largely in their hands. 
The wrong ideals, the wrong attitude 
continued will, in time, bring on one 
of two conditions: Either the sport 
will be abolished or the coach will 
find himself out of a job. The most 
encouraging sign of the times is that 
the big jobs are being filled by men 
of proven character and high ideals.

Properly controlled football is im­ 
portant in the universities and col­ 
leges, but it is even more important 
in the high schools. In our colleges 
the students are more mature. In 
speaking of the great need of adol­ 
escent education, after discussing 
overstimulation in modern life in re­ 
gard to sex, picture shows, dances, 
etc., Irving King in his book The High- 
School Age said: "The great need is 
tiding the youth through these critical 
years, presenting to him abundant op­ 
portunities for satisfying his expand­ 
ing sense of selfhood in wholesome 
athletics, in oratory, in debate, in art, 
in literature, etc."

Books and Magazines

Poems My Children Love"Best, of All; 

edited by Clifton Johnson; Noble & 

Noble, New York, 1922; $1.50. 
(Dallas distributor: Lone Star 
SchooJ Book Depository..)

OERE is a book of 250 pages, well 
printed, attractively illustrated, 

that contains short poems1 the tiny 
tots love, i.e., children from 6 to 10 or 
12. "Twinklg, Twinkle, Little Star," 
"Mary Had- a Little Lamb," "Cock-a- 
Doodle Doo," "After Blenheim," "Hard 
Ullin's Daughter Casablanca," and so 
on. It is as if a referendum had been 
taken and the children's verdict in 
each case taken as final. We miss 
Eugene Fields from the "Index of 
Authors," but otherwise this anthology 
'of child's verse seems about as com­ 
plete as could be made1 in 250 pages.

R. B.

Shouldn't Throw Stones.   "The 
Steglitz District of the German capi­ 
tal is to have an enormous new public 
school constructed practically entirely 
of glass.

"According to the plans approved, 
the building will consist of a frame of 
steel and concrete, with outside walls 
of heavy plate glass. The partitions 
separating the classrooms will also 
consist of glass.

"To carry the cheerfulness still fur­ 

ther, the new school will be surrounded 

by a beautiful park, visible from every 

section of the building, even the inside 

rooms. If the experiment is success­ 

ful all new schools here will be built 

along the same lines." _/
\



THE INTERSCHOLSSTIC LEAGUE

INTERSCHOLASTIC LEAGUE 
CALENDAR

Decenfter 15, 1927.—Last day for 
paying Basket Ball Fee without 

penalty.
January 15, 1928.—Last day for 

filing acceptance of One-Act 
Play Plan.

January 15, 1928«-Last day for 
paying Basket Ball Fee.

January 15, 1928.—Last day for 
paying League Membership Fee.

February 25, 1928.—Last date for 
deciding District Championship 
in Basket Ball.

March 2 and 3, 1928.—First week­ 
end for holding County Meets.

March 9 and 10, 1928.—State 
Basket Ball Tournament.

March 30 and 31, 1928.—Last 
dates for holding County Meets.

April 6 and 7, 1928.—First week­ 
end for holding District Meets.

April 20 and 21, 1928.—Last 
week-end for holding District 
Meets.

May 3, 4, and 5, 1928.—State 
Meet.

Delete "b" of Definition 6
At the last State Meeting of Dele­ 

gates a rule was passed which made 
contestants otherwise qualified eligible 
to junior declamation until are pro­ 
moted to the eighth grade. Section 
"b" of Definition 6, therefore should 
have been omitted to conform to Sec­ 
tion 1, Article VII.

League Scholarships
Question has arisen concerning the 

exact nature of scholarships awarded 
League State winners. The following 
excerpts from the Catalogue of the 
University explain these awards:

Affiliated School Scholarships.—The 
Board of Regents offers a scholarship 
to the best-student among the young 
men and one to the best student among 
the young women in the graduating 
class of each accredited school having 
at least thirteen accredited units, pro­ 
vided that the recipient of each schol­ 
arship shall have made an average of 
at least 90 per cent in the senior year. 
These scholarships entitle the holders 
to exemption from matriculation fees 
in all the colleges' and schools of the 
University, except the Medical Branch 
and the Law School, provided that they 
enter the University before the end 
of the fall term of the second session 
after their graduation. from the 
school. In no case will the two schol­ 
arships be awarded in any one year 
tc/ two graduates of the same sex. 

'Scholarship holders must make at 
least a C average each long session 
in order to continue to hold their 
scholarships. A scholarship holder 
transferring from any other college 
or school in the University to the Law 
School or the Medical Branch will be 
required to pay at once the full ma­ 
triculation fee of f30.

"Interscholastic League Scholar­ 
ships.—The Board of Regents offers 
a scholarship each to the students who, 
at the annual State Meet of the Uni­ 
versity Interscholastic League, are 
awarded first, second ,ancl third honors 
in the literary events (debating, ex­ 
tempore speaking, declamation and 
essay writing. These scholarships 
entitle the holders to exemption from 
matriculation fees on the same terms 
as affiliated school scholarships.

University Extension
I. Service to the Common­ 

wealth
By T. H. SHELBY

GENERAL university exten­ 
sion is a term applied to a 

program of extension service 
now carried on by nearly all state 
universities and by many other 
institutions of similar rank in 
this country. It is the outcome 
of a conviction which is growing 
throughout the English-speaking 
world, at least, that the univer­ 
sity has performed only a part 
of its service when it provides 
instruction for students on the 
campus. "Service to the Com­ 
monwealth," has become the 
modern slogan. The whole stat 
has become the campus. In the 
words of Edward Kidder Gra 
ham, president of the University 
of North Carolina, in his inau 
gural address in 1915:

Instrument of Democracy
"The State university is the instru 

nient of democracy for realizing all o 
these high and healthful aspiration 
of the state. Creating and pro

created by the state it has no immedi­ 
ate part, however, in a specific social 
program. Its service is deeper and 
more pervasive. It sees its problem 
as positive, not negative; as one of 
fundamental health, not of super­ 
ficial disease. It looks on the state 
as a producer; not as a policeman. 
^t is not so much concerned with doing 
a certain set of things, as infusing 
;he way of doing all things with a 
certain ideal. Not by "spasmodic re­ 
form, nor by sentiment, nor by the 
ixpiations of philanthropy; but by 

understanding, criticism, research, and 
pplied knowledge it would reveal the 

unity of the channels through which 
ife flows, and minister to the purifi- 
:ation of its currents. It would con- 
:eive the present state and all of its 
>ractical problems as the field of its 
;ervice, but it would free the term 
:ervice from the narrowing construc- 
ion of immediate practice. The whole 
'unction of education is to make 
traight and clear the way for the 
iberation of the spirit of men from 
he tyranny of place and time, not by 
unning away from the world, but by 

mastering it. The university would 
lold to the truth of practical educa- 
ion that 'no knowledge is worth 
vhile that is not related to the pres- 
nt life. of man; it would reject its 
rror that only knowledge of nearby 
hings has such a relation'; it would 

lold to the truth of classical education 
;i quote) that 'things high and far 
.way often bestow best control over 
hings that are detailed and near,' 
nd reject its error of concluding that
 ecause certain things are high and 
istant they must possess that power, 
t would emphasize the fact.that re- 
earch and classical culture rightly in-' 
:rpreted are as deeply and completely 
ervice as any vocational service; but 
; would consider their service as too 
irecious to be confined in cloisters and 
ufficiently robust to inhabit the walks 
f men. The whole value of univer- 
ity extension depends upon the valid- 
;y of the purity and power of the, 
pirit of the truth from which it is 
erived. Extension it would inter­ 
net, not as thinly stretching out its 
esources to the state boundaries for 
'Urposes of protective popularity, nor 
s carrying down to those without the 
astle gates broken bits of learning; 
ut as the radiating power of a new 
iassion, carrying in natural circula- 
ion the unified culture of the race to 
11 parts of the body politic. It would 
nterpret its service not as sacrifice; 
ut as life, the normal functioning of 
fe as fruitful and fundamental as 
lie relation between the vine and the 
ranches."

To Serve all the People

If service to all the people is the
deal of a modern state university,
vhy should not this service be ren-
ered anywhere in the state where it
an be made' to function effectively?
'his is the question asked everywhere.
'he answer to it is: this is exactly

vhat is taking place in general uni-
 ersity extension.

It is a fact well understood by all 
who have contacts with educational in- 
titutions that efforts to educate those 
vho come to the campus are in many 
nstances gratuitous and practically 
ruitless. Many of these same per- 
ons, for whom the effort is in vain 

while attending college, a few years 
ater, when the burdens of life come 
apon them, eagerly take advantage of 
any opportunity offered them for in- 
ellectual development. Recipients of 
nstruction, and of other types of edu- 
:ational service through extension, 
ire not unwilling victims. On the 
>ther hand, they work with industry 
ind zeal under propulsion of their own 
wills. There is generally in such per­ 
sons a felt need which stirs to self- 
effort.

General university extension is 
iroader in its scope than service to 
ndividuals, important as this may be. 
The university, by virtue of its per­ 
sonnel staff and its store of research 
material, has resources for serving 
ndividuals, organizations, and insti- 
;utions by supplying information 
which is vital to the enlarged ef­ 
ficiency of the groups or institutions. 
Such information, and such service, 
;end to prevent crystallization of so­ 
cial groups. As President Birge, oJ 
the University of Wisconsin, so ably 
said, such service keeps social groups 
in a "state of fluidity" in the midsl 
of a Civilization whose technique is 
ever changing and advancing, anc 
whose thought content is ever enlarg­ 
ing.

Two Types of Extension

A sharp distinction should be made 
between general university extension 
on the one hand, and agricultural anc 
home economics extension under th 
Federal Lever and Smith-Hughes acts 
on the other hand. This distinction" 
is clearly seen in the Universities of 
Wisconsin and Minnesota, in each o 
which the agricultural and mechanica 
college is a part of the university, anr 
in both of which there is a well 
organized and well-supported univer 
sity extension division, separate an 
distinct from the agricultural anc 
home economics extensio'n service.

Distinction should also be made be 
tween formal and informal instruc

tion. The former is found under the 
head of extension teaching, both cor­ 
respondence and class work, and 
'roup-study programs; the latter is 

found under services of bureaus, such 
as health and nutrition education, in- 
;erscholastic league activities, package 
loan library service, visual instruction 
;ervice, school surveys, bulletins,' ad­ 

dresses, etc.
General university extension repre­ 

sents an adventure in education, hav­ 
ing its beginning and much of its fru- 
.tion in the tutorial classes in British 
.nstitutions. It is interesting to note 
;hat this type of university extension 
originated in an experiment carried 
on at Cambridge University, noted for 
its classical and conservative attitude 
toward education, as early as 1872; 
nit really got underway in the form 
n which it is found today about the 

close of the nineteenth century. Tu- 
;orial classes now number thousands 

students and are conducted by 
nearly all of the leading universities 
of the British Empire, extending 
hroughout the world. It has had a 

most important and far-reaching de- 
relopment in American state univer­ 
sities, of which Wisconsin, Texas, and 
Morth Carolina are good types. .In 
;his connection it is refreshing to 
luote the words of Albert Mlansbrklge. 
>f England, founder and for many 
rears general secretary of the Work­ 

ers' Educational Association. He 
iays:

"Adventure in Education"
"At a time when there is no adven- 

ure in education, the years are indeed 
ean, for it is as essential to strive to 
jpen new fields as it is to seek un- 
iscovered lands or to search out the 
'ecrets of ancient peoples." 1
"... They (the adventurers) must 

jo out of the comfortable courts of 
he educational system of their time, 

and regardless of the contemptuous 
miles of their fellows, seek out, un­ 

accompanied and alone, with no possi- 
>ility of return, the method by which 
o serve and the spirit with which to 
nspire the new time. They cross 
heir Rubicon, their boats are burned, 
and there are no bridges to help 
hem."2

These adventurers must be inspired 
iy the thought that, to quote Mans- 
>ridge again, "the most educated man 
s he who most completely fulfills his 
allotted task in spirit and in act, 
whether it be the digging of a trench 
ir the writing of a poem."3 He must 
'urther be inspired, to quote the same 
author, to feel that "every living per- 
on is potentially a student, although 
lot necessarily in the technical sense 
rf the,word."*

It is this spirit of adventure into 
.ew fields and new ways of accom- 
ilishing results that has made general 
jniversity extension one of the great 
movements in American education 
.uring the last quarter of the cen- 
ury. The extension movement counts 
unong its numbers practically all of 
he state universities and all of the 
mportant privately endowed institu- 
ions of the land. The National Uni- 
 ersity Extension Association, with 
ts first meeting in 1915, with repre- 
ientation from relatively few institu- 
ions, now numbers among its mem- 
)ership forty-three universities and 
colleges, thirty-two of which are state 
miversities, and such institutions as 
Ihicago, Columbia, Harvard, New 

York University, University of Pitts- 
Hirg, and Washington University.

The next article will deal with his- 
:orical aspects of university extension.

ture in Working-Clans Education, 
13. London: Longmans, Green

^..,i Adven 
Drologue, p. 

& Co..
-Ibid., p. 14. 
'•Ibid., P. 15.
*Ibid., p. 16.

School Entertainment Material

TPHERE is no danger of the Exten- 

sion Loan Library ever letting a 
.pecial day which is celebrated by 

means of school entertainments slip 
by without knowing it. We are warned 
of its approach long ahead of time 
and are constantly reminded of it 
until the very day itself arrives. This 
is because we have collections of ma­ 
terial containing suggestions for en­ 
tertainments which we loan to the 
schools, and we receive many requests 
for them.

Just now November 9 every day's 
mail brings letters from teachers ask 
ing for program material for Thanks 
giving and Christmas. Up to two 
days ago they were asking for Armis 
tice Day material.

We wonder how the teachers wh( 
wait until so late to ask for materia 
can use it to advantage. Besides hav 
ing such a short period for prepara 
tion, the teacher who writes so late i 
likely to receive a reply that no ma 
terial is available because it has al 
ready all been sent out. We urg 
those who intend to write to thi

library for Christmas entertainment 
material to do so at once.

Among the requests for Christmas 
material which we have already re­ 
vived there have been a good many 
letters asking for Christmas plays.

The library has a collection of plays 
which are loaned to schools for exami­ 
nation to assist in choosing plays for 
production. After the play has been 
:hosen the borrower orders it directly 
from the publisher. The name of the 
publisher and the price is given on 
each play. If the play is one which 
las been clipped |rom a magazine 
which is difficult to buy, the parts may 
je copied, but in no case is the play 
selonging to the library to be kep^and 
used for practice. The plays may be 
cept for one week.

When asking for the loan of plays 
;he borrower should give full particu- 
ars as to-the kind of play he wants  
,he number and age of the characters, 
the length of the play, the size of the 
community in which it is to be given, 

etc.
A free list of Christmas plays -which 

he library<has for circulation may be 
ibtained by writing to the Extension 
joan Library, University of Texas.

HIGH-SCHOOL PRESS
Conducted by

University Department of 
Journalism

JOURNALISM has been re­ 
instated as a department in 

he University of Texas after 
aeing out two years, and as a 
result the machinery of the In- 
erscholastic League and the col­ 

umns of the LEAGUER again are 
hrown open for the benefit of 
nigh-school papers over the 
State. Members of Sigma Delta 
3hi, professional journalistic 
'raternity at the University, will 
vork with the Interscholastic 
^eague to help high-school news 
taffs in any way possible.

We can get together in this 
olumn once each month with the 
iditors and reporters of high- 
choor papers and discuss some 
if the problems that confront us 
Hid work out ways and means of 
mproving the papers. At this 
leadquarters end of the line stu- 
lents in Sigma Delta Chi" and 
"acuity members of the. depart­ 
ment will be ready at all time's; 
o answer questions, and sugges- 
ions of high-school editors will 

passed about among other 
editors. In short, this column is 
planned to be a clearing house 
or high-school journalistic prob- 
ems and discussions. What do 
on think of the idea ? Will you 

help?
Want More Papers

Two years ago when the Univer- 

ity was holding a statewide contest 

among high-school papers, numbers of 

hese publications poured in each 

month to the Interscholastic League 

leadquarters. Since that time, hov- 
ever, the number of papers received 
las dwindled. Some papers have 
ceased publication. Some have for­ 
gotten the Interscholastic League 
when they rearranged their mailing 
ists. Many new papers have sprung 
up, and many changes have been made 
n the old ones. Let's keep track in 
;he future of each other aj»d of the 
n-ogress made by high-school jour­ 
nalism over the state. Send your 
aper to the INTERSCHOLASTIC LEAGUER 

so that we may be able to get ac­ 
quainted.

In 1925-1926 high-school papers, 
through the League, held a series of 
contests, the winners of which were 
Drought to Austin. Here they were 
iven talks on practical journalism, 

and they learned what other school 
editors were doing. There have been 
several requests to hold such a con­ 
test again. It is too late, however, to 
think of a contest for this year. To 
get the two hundred or more high- 
school papers of Texas organized into 
a classified competition takes consid­ 
erable time and the active cooperation 
of all high-school editors.

A Journalism Conference?

Someone has suggested as a substi­ 
tute for the contest idea this year 
that we plan to have a general confer­ 
ence of high-school editors in Austin 
next spring at the same time repre 
sentatives gather here from all schools 
to take part in the League meets 
What do you think of this idea?

Arrangements could be made for 
the conference with little trouble 
Austin and the University are anxiou 
to receive you and entertain you. The 
students and faculty members of th 
journalism department and -news 
papermen of the vicinity would be 
glad to join in your discussions 
Speakers of prominence could be se 
cured to give us some helpful talk

on. journalism and the profession of 
newspaper work.

One of the most important benefits 
each editor would derive from such 
a conference would be the contact 
secured with high-school editors from 
other parts of the state, problem* 
which arise in the publication of a 
high-school paper will be taken up 
and discussed by those who are hav­ 
ing actual experience in the work. 
Incoming editors for the next year 
can learn from the experience of cut­ 
ting editors.

A large number of the schools send 
their representatives to Austin to the 
Interscholastic League meet in busses 
and cars, so it would be easy for the 
editor of the paper to crawl in with 
;he other representatives and come 
lere for the conference. Some editors 
may find that their paper has made 
enough money from advertising to af- 
'ord to pay the expenses of an editor's 
rip. Even if not, Austin is easily 

reached from any part of the state, 
and the small amount spent for rail­ 
road fare would be offset by the per­ 
manent benefits derived from the con- 
ierence.

Students of the department of jour­ 
nalism, members of the faculty, of- 
icials of the Interscholastic League, 
and citizens of Austin extend an open 
nvitation to the editors of all high- 

school papers in Texas to% attend a 
conference in Austin next spring, 

lome over and get acquainted with 
your fellow journalists.

Number of Papers Increasing

There has been in recent years a 
decided increase in the number of 
ligh-school papers. Schools are com- 
ng to realize more'and more some of 
.he benefits that such papers may 
>ring to them if properly handled. 
?or one thing, the paper gives those 
students who think they might like 
o be journalists a chance to taste the 
dnd of work required of them before 
:hey make a leap into a college career. 
^t helps these students choose their 
vocations earlier in life than they 
would otherwise be able to do.

There is much genius for writing 
atent within high-school students. 

Their paper gives them a medium for 
expression. It encourages them to 
iegin writing. It gives them a chance 
o develop their talents rather than 
et them lie idle.

School spirit is an important factor 
n the growth of a school, and no bet- 
,er agency for fostering this spirit 
:an be found than the weekly or semi- 
weekly paper. On the printed page 
he students may read of their favor- 
te football player, of a new member 
n the faculty, and of the activities of 

sther students. The paper encourages 
each one to take an interest in what 
ithers are doing and in projects uii- 
lertaken by the school itself. The 
ligh-school paper, when properly han­ 
dled, makes for a unity of spirit and 
thought within the school.

Paper Helps Faculty

Teachers in high schools are able 
o make good use of the student paper. 

When the announcement is made in 
an English class that the best essay 
submitted for the week will be pub- 
ished, the students in that class will 
laturally take more interest in writ- 
ng the essays. Injecting the element 

of competition in a classroom gener­ 
ally livens UB class work.

The description of some unusual ex- 
seriment in chemistry will interest 
other students in chemistry and make 
;he pupils of a class take greater pride 
n experiments tWey are making. A 
short printed explanation of the ad­ 
vantages of taking trigonometry for 
those who intend to enter college 
would encourage many students to 
;ake this course in higher mathemat- 
cs. Any number of valuable uses 

may be found for the high-school 
paper.

There is room for much develop­ 
ment and improvement in the field of 
the high-se-hool paper in Texas. Let's 
work together as fellows in a big 
brotherhood to promote constant im­ 
provement.

Send, your paper in to the INTER­ 
SCHOLASTIC LEAGUER after reading this 
so that we may see the kind of work 
you are doing and may tell the other 
high-school journalists about your 
paper. Write to the LEAGUER if you 
have a special question or suggestion, 
and we shall do our utmost to help 
you. As journalists working together 
for progress, we can accomplish much.

And don't forget that conference 
next spring. Be thinking it over anc 
making plans to attend.

We'll talk things over again here 
next month. In the meantime let us 
hear from you. J. M.

Faint-heartedness, Mr. Gladstone 

called the master vice. It was in the 

same manful spirit that he once im 

parted to me a secret of effective 

speaking: Collect facts and figures a 

accurately and as conclusively as^you 

can, arid then drive them home "as i 

all the world must irresistibly tak 

your own eager interest in them."  

John Morley. >} ., •> ,' ; , i.,,,"',':, /,/, 

THE IDEAL SCHOOL

A NY citizen of mature age
 **  may apply for correspond­ 
ence courses from the University 
of Texas, according to informa­ 
tion contained in the recent cata­ 
logue of the Bureau of Exten-
ion Teaching of the University 

which has just come from the 
University Press. And unless 
the preparation of the person 
applying for correspondence in­ 
struction is totally inadequate, 
such applicants will- be given an 
opportunity to teSt their ability 
;o do the work, thereby allowing
;he responsibility to rest with 

the applicant.
Types of Students

There are a number of other special 
ypes of students to which correspond­ 

ence courses should make a special 
appeal, according to the catalogue. 
The first of these is to graduates 
of accredited schools, who, though 
'orced by necessity into money-earning 
abor and unable to attend college, 

desire to continue their education be­ 
yond high-school training.

Another type of correspondence stu­ 
dent is the person who is a graduate 
if a non-accredited school, who, upon 
jresenting satisfactory evidence of his 
itness to do the work, may be per­ 
mitted to take courses by correspond­ 
ence. The acceptance of such a stu­ 
dent does not imply that the Univer­ 
sity will remit any of its admission re­ 
quirements for residence students, 
jven though the applicants may make 
satisfastory recorns in the corre- 
ipondence work, the catalogue states. 

Teachers who desire to raise their 
certificates to a higher grade by pre- 
laring for the state examination are 
also enabled to enroll for correspond­ 
ence courses. Such instruction is also 
jvailable and profitable to 4eachers 
who feel the need of more thorough 
knowledge and special training in the 
ranches' in which they teach and at 

a time when it would be impossible for 
hem to do residence work at the Uni-
 ersity.

Law and Medicine
Prospective students of law « and

nedicine who are unable to attend the
Jniversity to secure the academic
redits which are prerequisite to en-
rance to the School of Law at Austin

and to the School of Medicine at Gal-
 eston, and wish to make up this 
work by means of correspondence 
:ourses and summer session courses 
while carrying on their outside work 
make, up another type of students who 
)enefit.

College students who, for financial 
jr other reasons, have been forced to 
drop out of attendance for a time and 
desire to continue their college work 
make up another group to whom cor­ 
respondence courses have special ap­ 
peal.

The final type to whom correspond­ 
ence instruction appeals, as listed in 
;he 'catalogue, are those isolated per­ 
sons who are out of reach of good 
ectures and libraries, and who yet 

wish the advantage of contact with 
educational institutions.

The correspondence courses offered 
>y the University of Texas are under 
the direction of nearly seventy regu- 
ar University faculty members. 

There are about one hundred and 
seventy-five courses offered. The work 
.n each course has been carefully con­ 
sidered and is adapted to the needs of 
;he average student. A course is 
three semester hours or one-half of a 
:ull course as given in the 'University 
regular session and consists of from 
fifteen to thirty lesson assignments. 

Wide Choice
Courses of instruction are given in 

nineteen departments of the College of 
Arts and Sciences of the University. 
These departments are anthropology, 
applied and pure mathematics, Bible, 
economics and sociology, English, 
French, geology, German, government, 
Greek, history, Italian, Latin, philos­ 
ophy, physics, psychology, public 
speaking, and Spanish. Other divis­ 
ions of the University offering courses 
are the School of Business Adminis­ 
tration, the School of Education, and 
the College of Engineering.

With the beginning of the present 
year courses offered by correspondence 
have been changed in length in order 
to conform with a similar change in 
the Main University. Students already 
having credit for one-third or two- 
thirds of a course given heretofore will 
be allowed, however, until September 
1, 1928, to register for the remaining 
two-thirds or one-third of the course 
according to an announcement made 
in the new catalogue.

Statistics show that there have beer 
122,000,000 copies of McGuffey'i 
Readers sold in the United States 
McGuffey received $1,000 for each o: 
the six Readers in his series, /

Utopian we have ever 
with us. Plato, Bacon, Moore, 

Butler, Bellamy, and many 
others have dreamed dreams of 
a perfect society. It has never 
been demonstrated that such 
dreaming is idle.

Under the caption "If I Were 
Mayor," Will Durant, a modern 
philosopher, "utopianizes" in the 
restricted field of municipal gov­ 
ernment, attempting to picture 
the ideal city. We abstract' his 
vision of a perfect school in a 
perfect city:

"Above all, the schools would exe­ 

cute for health. They would spend 
less time on superseded arithmetic 
and exotic geography and mytholog­ 
ical history, and far more on instruc­ 
tion in diet and habit. They would 
build up a morality of health, mak­ 
ing their graduates feel as indignant 
at public or private dirt as we do at 
unnationalized murder or unincorpo­ 
rated theft. Even a fleeting glimpse 
at such a society is invigorating; a 
breath of fresh and sunlit air comes 
to us as we vision it. See the people 
of that new world living mostly out 
of doors, riding less and walking 
more, seeing less games and playing 
more, earning less of a living and liv­ 
ing more. What else matters if we 
are in good health, and perfect chil­ 
dren romp in our fields? What are 
possessions, or powers, or books, or 
even the luxuries of art, if health is 
with us, and the sun is bright?

"Nevertheless, the fine body is a 
perfection unfulfilled if it does not 
flower out with a clear and able 
mind. The Department of Education 
would be the crown, as the Depart­ 
ment of Racial and Personal Vitality 
would be the base, of our ideal city; 
and we would spend unstintedly upon 
t. We would raise the rewards and 

standards of our teachers, and make 
;heir profession noble with the high­ 
est; the teacher would not be without; 
lonor in this country.

In our vision the school would 
be the physical, intellectual, and 
moral center of the community, open 
it almost all hours for every develop- 
ng activity. It would be equipped 
with all the facilities of mental
 rowth with libraries and lecture 
lalls and reading rooms that would 
nvite the soul to enter the Country 
f the Mind. Municipal scholarships 

would help the cleverer children of 
he poor to higher education, and 
aring that equality of educational op­ 
portunity which is far closer to the 
substance of democracy than equal 
participation in the great national 
pastime of balloting. Adult instruc- 
ion in a hundred forms would find 

welcome in the schools, and would 
reveal education as not the privilege 
of youth but as coincident with life.
-.ike Solon and his associates we 
hould grow old while learning to­ 

gether. And perhaps the press, under 
the guidance and stimulus of empow- 
red science, would rise to sublime 

developments, becoming an agency 
for the diffusion, not so much of repe­ 
titious news, as of substantial knowl­ 
edge and contemporary work in let- 
.ers and the arts. How many noble 
hings could be if, as Carlyle prayed, 

a kind heaven would give us the wis­ 
dom ta ask our wisest men to rule!"
—Flam Talk.

"Religion," said John Morley in an­ 
swer to the charge of atheism in one 
of his political campaigns, "has many 
dialects, many diverse complexions,. 
Dut it has one true voice, the voice of 
human pity, of mercy, of patient jus- 
dee, and to that voice your candidate, 
;o the best, of his knowledge and be- 
ief, has always done all he could to 
listen."

BASKET BALL FEE

FINAL DATE WITH
OUT PENALTY
DECEMBER 15

After this Date to

January 15, 

$1.00 Penalty

List Is Absolutely 

Closed January 1 5



THE INTERSCHOLASTIC LEAGUE

Descriptive List of League 
Publications Now Available

Teachers Are Invited to Go Over This List Care­ 
fully for Helps in Preparing Students for 

Interscholastic Competitions.

BULLETINS and other publications now available for distribu­ 
tion to teachers interested in Interscholastic League contest 

are listed below, and a short description is given of each publi­ 
cation. Please note that some of these bulletins are sent free to 
member-schools when fee is received, others are sent free only on 
request, others are not sent free at all. Much time and expense 
will be saved if those who wish copies of any of these publication 
will simply study the "directions for ordering." 

DIRECTIONS FOR ORDERING
Those ordering bulletins from the 

League shoud read carefully the de­ 
scription of the bulletin given below 
and the terms upon which it is dis­ 
tributed. Much correspondence will 
be saved thereby.

Stamps are not accepted in payment 
for bulletins, and bulletins are not 
sent C.O.D. or on account. Cash in 
the form of money order, express or­ 
der, currency, or personal check must 
accompany order.

Do not expect the bulletins to trave, 
as rapidly as first-class mail. Wait 
a reasonable time before sending in 
an inquiry concerning an order pre­ 
viously given.

If it is necessary to telegraph an 
order, the money sh( %id be telegraphed 
also, as otherwise the order must 
surely be held up awaitin'g remittance

When the term "League School" is 
used in this circular it is meant to 
refer to a, school which is a member 
of the University of Texas Inter­ 
scholastic League.

BULLETINS
Constitution and Rules of the Inter 

scholastic League (1927), No 
2722, 62 pages.

Contains rules and regulations governing 
nearly all contests. Free copy to any 
school or to any teacher having in charge 
League contest.

"The League of Nations" (1923) 
No. 2329, 87 pages, 10 cents.

Contains briefs and arguments pro an< 
con concerning the following query: "Re 
solved, That the United States should join 
the League of Nations." Excellent for lit­ 
erary society and community debates. Ni 
free copies.

"Independence of the Philippines' 
(1924), No. 2429, 80 pages, 10 
cents.

Contains briefs and arguments pro am 
con on the following query: "Resolved, Tha 
the United States should grant the Philip 
pines their independence at the end of 
period of five years." A live question an 
one which interests any school or commun 
ity when well debated. No free copies.
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"The Child Labor Amend
(1925), No. 2529, 150 

' cents.
Contains arguments pro and con 

following query: "Resolved, That ' 
Labor Amendment to the Federal 
tion should be adopted." This is a 
which interests intensely high, 
baters. The bulletin is carefully 
No free copies.

"A Federal Department of Educa 
tion" (1926), No. 2629, 70 pages
20 cents.

This bulletin was used in last years Inter 
scholastic League debates. It is carefully 
prepared, presenting the very latest materia 
available on the subject. No free copies.

"Farm Relief Legislation" (1927) ; 
No. 2729, 89 pages, 20 cents.

Contains briefs, bibliography, and argu­ 
ments pro and con concerning the following 
query: "Resolved, That Congress should. en­ 
act farm relief legislation embodying the prin­ 
ciples of the McNary-Haugen bill." Two free 
copies to member-schools of the University 
of Texas. Interscholastic League expecting to 
participate in the League debates.

"Music Memory Stories" (1923), No. 
2337, 112 pages, 20 cents.

^Written by Frank Lefevre Reed, sometime 
Professor of Music in the University of 
Texas. Invaluable for music supervisors who 
are ambitious to stimulate an appreciation 
of the best music in their pupils. This bul­ 
letin has been widely distributed over the 
United States and has received the warm 
commendation of the greatest music author­ 
ities of the country. Treats appreciatively 
and in a delightful style fifty classical selec­ 
tions. Makes an excellent supplementary 
reader for sixth, seventh, and eighth grades. 
No free copies.

"Making Friends in Music Land" 
Book I (1925), No. 2537, 73 
pages, 15 cents.

Written by Dr. Lota Spell, of the Univer­ 
sity of Texas. Music supervisors have found 
this bulletin treating appreciatively thirty- 
five classical selections a valuable aid in 
arousing interest in music among their pu- 
pila. The language is delightfully simple 
and adapted to the understanding of sixth, 
seventh and eighth graders. An excellent 
supplementary text in reading. One free 
copy to member-schools wishing to partici­ 
pate .in the Music Memory Contest. Ten 
cents each in quantities of ten or more.

"Making Friends in Music Land" 
Book II (1926), No. 2637, 75 
pages, 15 cents.

A continuation of above described bulle­ 
tin, treating the remainder of the contest- 
selections for 1926-27. One free copy to 
member-schools expecting to participate in 
music memory. Ten cents each in quanti­ 
ties of ten or more.

"Music Heard in Many Lands", 
(1927), No. 2737. '

This bulletin is necessary for the preparatio 
of pupils in the music memory contests c 
1927. It treats the new selections given i 
this year's list. Each pupil should have an 
individual copy.

Single copies, 15 cents& In quantities of tei 
or more, 10 cents each.

"Developing Number Sense" (1926) 
No. 2638, 30 pages, 10 cents.

Written by John W. Calhoun, Professo: 
of Applied Mathematics, University o 
Texas. This bulletin is an enlargement o 
the bulletin issued by the League under thi 
same title in 1925. It contains direction 
to the teacher and to the student for devel 
oping 8 'number sense," that is, an ability 
to quickly solve arithmetical problems wit! 
a fair degree of accuracy without the us< 
of pencil or paper. It is old-fashioned "men 
tal" arithmetic systematically presented 
This bulletin is used as a basis for county 
contests in arithmetic. It contains more than 
a thousand test-problems, from which 1_ 
the problems at the county meets will b 
selected. One free copy $o each member 
school expecting to enter the arithmet" 
contest. Extra copies 10 cents apiece, 1 
cents per dozen, $5 per 100.

"Words for the Spelling and Plain 
Writing Contest" (1926), No 
2623, 32 pages, 2 cents.

Contains 5,600 words carefully graded ihtc 
three lists, for use in the League spelling 
contests. Extra copies 2 centa each, 20 cents 
per dozen, $1 per 100.

Note that this is last year's bulletin, whic 
is not used in this year's contest. They ma 
be found useful, however, ^ind while our sup 
ply lasts, they are furnished at the low rat 
above stated.

"Words for the Spelling and Plain 
Writing Contest" (1927), No. 2723
This year's list for use in all League con 

tests during the current scholastic year. Fiv 
cents per copy, 5% cents per dozen, $3 pe 
hundred.

"The Educational Significance o 
Physical Education" (1926), No 
2603, 14 pages.

Written by Dr. Jesse Feiring Williams 
Professor of Physical Education, Teachers 
College, Columbia University. This is 
speech delivered by Dr. Williams at th 
League breakfast and section meeting durin 
the 1925 meeting of the State Teachers' As 
sociation. The place of athletics in th 
school program is fully and competently dis 
cussed. Free copy to any teacher in an 
member-school of the University of- Texas 
Interscholastic League.

"Speaking Contests and Speech Kdu 
cation" (1927), No. 2726, 16 pages

In . this bulletin is reproduced the speee 
mada by Dr. Ray K. Immel, Dean of th 
School of Speech, University of Southern Cali 
fornia, at the League breakfast and sectio: 
meeting in El Paso, November 26, 1926. Dr 
Immel speaks with authority on this subjed 
and his treatment of it is sufficiently popula 
to hold the interest of even the non-profes 
sional reader. Free copy is mailed on reques 
to any teacher in any membr-school.

"The Three-R Contest" (1927), No

A large folder containing the writing seal 
by which specimens will be judged in th< 
writing contest. Also contains specific rule 
and directions for conducting the Three-R 
contest. Be sure to get 1927 revision of thi 
folder and do not depend on 1926 edition 
Sent free to any teacher in a member-school

OTHER PUBLICATIONS

"How to Judge a Debate," a reprin 
from the University of Oklahoma 
Bulletin New Series, No. 307, Ex 
tension No. 88.

By Rollo L. Lyman, Professor of Public 
Speaking in the University of Chicago. Thii 
pamphlet is of particular interest to debate 
coaches and directors of debate. Sent free 
to any teacher in a member-school.

Music Memory Score Cards, num­ 
bered in duplicate.

Convenient for giving practice tests. Thirty 
cents per dozen, $2 per 100. Free copic 
to county directors of music memory only 

careful estimate of the number that will 
be required in the county meet. None furnished 
free for county meets prior to March 1, 1928.

The Texas Wild Flower Contest.
A small folder containing directions for 

schools desiring to participate in this con­ 
test. Prepared by Dr. B. C. Tharp, Professor 
of Botany, University of Texas. One copy 
sent free on request. This folder has been 
rewritten and enlarged for this (1927-28) 
year's use.

Declamation Bibliography
A list of forty-one books containing decla­ 

mations. This circular is sent free.

One-Act Play Folder.
A circular describing the plan for conducting 

State eliminations in the One-Act Play Con­ 
test. Sent free.

The Interscholastic Leaguer.
Monthly . publication, official organ of the 

jeague, mailed free on request to any teacher 
n Texas who is coaching or training pupils 
'or participation in League contests.

Blank form's'for contracts between 
schools competing in athletic games, 
eligibility blanks for football con- 
;estants, and eligibility blanks for de- 
jate contestants, blanks for reporting 
football games, mimeographed rules 
or one-act play contest and for type­ 

writing tournaments any or all sent 
"ree on request to member-schools.

All orders for bulletins or other League publications should 
be addressed to

UNIVERSITY INTERSCHOLASTIC LEAGUE
AUSTIN, TEXAS

LIST OF DEBATE 
QUESTIONS

By WILLIAM O. MOORE
Adjunct Professor of Public

Speaking, University of Texas

THE following list of debate 
questions has been prepared 

to aid the students and instruc­ 
tors of speech in selecting sub­ 
jects for class, intersociety, in- 
terscholastic, and intercollegiate 
debating. A variety of stock 
methods of stating the proposi­ 
tions has been used.. Many of 
the questions are rather general 
and should be made more spe­ 
cific. The great majority of the 
subjects are more appropriate 
for class or informal debating.

It is submitted that informal de­ 
bating is one of the best methods of 
teaching effective speaking and debat­ 
ing. In informal debating, the prin­ 
cipal speaker may elect to speak on 
the affirmative or negative of some 
proposition. He should be given a 
limited amount of time for his con­ 
structive speech, say, five minutes or 
more. After the principal speaker 
has finished Kis constructive argument, 
a limited amount of. time, say, ten 
minutes' or more should be allowed 
for discussion by the class or audi­ 
ence. Every member of the class or 
audience should be urged to volunteer 
and oppose the arguments of the prin­ 
cipal speaker. The principal speaker 
should be given five minutes or a little 
more for rebuttal. The principal 
speaker should be criticised by the 
critic or instructor after the debate. 
The criticism should take up the prin­ 
cipal speaker's composition and de­ 
livery in his constructive and rebuttal 
speeches.

Informal debating gives the prin 
cipal speaker an opportunity to selec 
a subject which he is vitally interestei 
in and to prepare to advance or de 
fend his side of the proposition. Th 
replies of the class or audience mus 
necessarily be more or less extern 
poraneous or impromptu. Informa 
debating gives more students an op 
portunity to speak. It is a very ef 
fective method of teaching a speake: 
to think on his feet and to think thi 
thought out to the audience as he i: 
speaking. The replies, exceptions, an< 
unanimous opposition of the class o: 
audience give the principal speaker a 
real speech situation. The unani 
mous opposition of the class or audi 
ence inspires and stimulates the prin 
cipal speaker so that ,he projects hi 
speech composition and delivery on a 
higher plane of effectiveness than i 
Would be possible for him to attair 
under ordinary conditions. Informa 
debating is of great psychologica 
value in training a speaker for effec 
tive speaking and debating.

I. Timely Questions
1. Resolved, That the power of 

press' should be diminished.
2. Resolved, That the Republican 

Party should be,returned to power ir 
national affairs for the next four 
years.

3. Resolved, That the recent Latin 
American policies of the Unjted States 
should be condemned.

4. Resolved, That all nations 
should abandon their extra-territoria 
rights in China.

5. Resolved, That this house shoulc 
approve the policy of the Unitec 
States in Mexico.

6. Resolved, That the United 
States should cease to protect, by 
armed force, capital invested in for­ 
eign lands, except after formal decla­ 
ration of war.

7. Resolved, That the direct pri­ 
mary system should be abandoned as 
a means of nomination for state ane 
federal offices.

8. Resolved, That the tenure of of­ 
fice of the President of the United 
States should be limited to one term 
of six years.

9. Resolved, That the tendency to­ 
ward the centralization of power in 
the Federal Government is detrimen­ 
tal to public welfare.

10. -Resolved, That the sale of light 
wine and beer should be legalized.

11. Resolved, That all industrial 
disputes should.be decided by courts 
of law and equity.

12. Resolved, That the Federal 
Government should own and operate 
;he coal mines.

13. Resolved, That all alien radi­ 
cals who have sentiments opposed to 
our system of government should be 
ieported.

14. Resolved, That capital punish­ 
ment should be abolished.

15. Resolved, That three-fourths of 
a jury should be competent to render 
a verdict in criminal cases.

16. Resolved, That all laws prohib- 
ting the freedom of speech in this 
ountry should be repealed.

17. Resolved, That the conscription 
if capital and labor in time of war 
hould be adopted by the Federal Gov- 
rnment.

18. Resolved, That in the opinion 
£ this house compulsory military

training should form part of the edu­ 
cation in all schools and universities

19. Resolved, That Congress should 
enact farm relief legislation embody­ 
ing the principles of the McNary- 
Haugen farm bills.

20. Resolved, That the national de­ 
fense of the United States is inade 
quate.

II. Informal Questions
1. Resolved, That the ethics of the 

business world are incompatible with 
sound morality.

2. Resolved, That intolerance is a 
curse of the present age.

3. Resolved, That an aristocracy 
of brains is undesirable.

4. itesolved, That modern youth 
should be vindicated.

5. Resolved, That democracy is i 
mistaken ideal.

6. Resolved, That optimism is i 
weaker attitude tl?ao pessimism.

7. Resolved, T,JiST the home is un 
necessary to th/progress of civiliza 
tion.

8. Resolved, That George F. Bab 
bit should be vindicated.

9. Resolved, That this house dis 
approves of modern woman.

10. Resolved, That the profession 
are in a conspiracy against the laity

11. Resolved, That prize fighting 
should be abolished.

12. Resolved, That modern adver 
tising is harmful to the consumer.

13. Resolved, That society hai 
more to hope than to fear from sci 
ence.

14. Resolved, That this housi 
views with alarm the growing indif 
ference to the church in the Unitec 
States.

15. Resolved, That the rule o: 
Mussolini should be vindicated.

16. Resolved, That this housi 
should approve the principles of so 
cialism.

17. Resolved, That a lawyer 
justified in defending a man whorr 
he knows to be guilty.

18. Resolved, That this house d 
approves of coeducation.

JOHN DEWEY, EGG 
PEDDLER

{ SUPPOSE there is no one t 
refute the claim that may b 

made for John Dewey that he is 
the most considerable figure ir 
philosophy that America ha 
produced .since William James 
Not manjr people, perhaps, know 
that he also raises chickens an 
sells eggs on a rather large scale 
It is even told of him that he 
once had visions of becoming f 
big butter and egg man, anc 
called in his 'daughter, Evelyn 
who is a famous advertising copj 
writer for the J. Walter Thomp 
son agency, to look over a fine 
scheme he had worked out to pu 
over Dewey eggs in a big way 
Miss Dewey, it seems, examined 
the advertising matter her father 
had written and gently suggestec 
that it sounded like a chapter 
out of "Human Nature and Con­ 
duct" and that Professor Dewey 
would do well to give up the ide; 
of quantity production in egg; 
and sell poultry products only as 
a side line to philosophy.

Nevertheless he has given some sci­ 
entific thought to the habits and con­ 
duct of hens; and he has been raising 
good chickens and selling absolutely, 
strictly guaranteed fresh eggs at a 
fair profit and has developed quite a 
number of regular customers. Order 
are solicited and deliveries made.

Not long ago the man who takes 
the orders and delivers the eggs was 
ill asd Professor Dewey took an order 
over the phone from a lady and de­ 
livered the eggs in person. He rang 
the front door-bell and a maid ap­ 
peared and asked him what he 
wanted. He replied that he was Mr. 
Dewey and that he had brought the 
eggs the mistress of the house had 
ordered. The mistress upstairs heard 
his reply and called down to the 
maid:

"If that is the man with the eggs, 
;ell him to go around to the back 
door."

Hearing this, Professor Dewey 
jacked away from the reproving look 
of the maid and went around to the 
jack door. The mistress of the house 
appeared, asked him if he was sure 
he eggs were fresh, and upon getting 
lis word that they were, paid him; 
and Professor Dewey went away.

Shortly after that the lady heard 
hat a tea was being given with Pro­ 
fessor Dewey as the guest of honor, 
and, being anxious to meet the fa­ 
mous philosopher, she pulled the 
wires to get an invitation.

When she arrived all aflutter she 
asked to have the guest of honor 
)ointed out to her. Over in the cor- 
ler Professor Dewey sat hunched in

chair. He was pointed out to the 
ady. " '

"My word!" she said, "A philoso­ 
pher! Of all things! He looks just 
like the man who delivers the eggs.' 
 The Bookman.

Every religion is good, every re­ 
ligion is true to him who in his due 
caution and conscience believes it 
There is but one bad religion, that of 
a man who professes a faith which 
he does not believe; but the gooc 
religion may be, and often is, cor 
rupted by the wretched and wickec 
prejudices which admit a difference o: 
opinion as a cause of hatred. O'Con 
nell.

Languages Dropped. Case Schoo 
of Applied Science at Cleveland las- 
fall deleted all studies of foreign lan 
guage from its schedules, substituting 
courses in economics, history, and re 
lated subjects. The reason: Cas< 
graduates have had too little use for 
foreign languages.

TEXAS FOLK-LORE
BOOK WINS PRAISE

(Continued from Page One)

titled "The American Songbag," jus 
now off the press.

Teachers and pupils all over Texa 
can greatly aid the Folk-Lore Societj 
by becoming members of the society 
and by recording and sending in va 
rious items of folk-lore from thei 
respective communities. There is m 
requirement for membership othe 
than an interest in folk-lore and th 
payment of an initiation fee of 5' 
cents and annual dues of $1. Thi 
sum entitles one to the present vol 
ume of over two hundred and fift; 
pages, and thereafter similar volume 
may be had merely by the paymen 
of the annual dues of $1. Send i: 
your check with your name and ad 
dress to the secretary of the Texa 
Folk-Lore Society, Austin, Texas, i 
you desire to become a member of th 
society and' get the present excellen 
collection. You will receive full valu 
for your money and at the same timi 
you will be aiding in a very worth; 
cause, namely, that of preserving th 
rapidly vanishing folk-lore of ou 
state. If you desire a bound yolum 
add $1 to your check, this being th 
actual cost of the strong blue clot] 
binding.

Texas and Southwestern Lore. Pub 
lications of the Texas Folk-Lore So 
ciety, No. VI; Austin, Texas, $1.50.

LEAGUE STARS
STILL SHINING

(Continued from Page One)

fraternity, and was an assistant ir 
the B.A. School during 1926-1927.

ARTHUR STIEREN, of Bracken 
ridge High School, San Antonio 

won third place in Junior Boys' Decla 
mation at the State Meet in 1918 an 
first place in Senior Boys' High Schoo 
Declamation in 1920.

Stieren received his B.A. and LL.B 
degree from the University ef Texas 
June, 1927.

He received honors in the Univer 
sity declamation contests severa 
times.

pUTH ROPES, of the Philippic 
Islapds and Hawaii, formerly of 

San Antonio, won the State champion 
shop in Girls' Debate in 1922.

Miss Ropes studied at the Unl 
versity of Texas from 1922 to 1924 
and during that time she was active in 
Sidney Lanier Literary Society; par­ 
ticipated in the University public 
speaking contests; was class officer of 
the Junior Class in 1924; was a mem- 
aer of the Woman'& Honor Council in 
1924; and was an Orange Jacket for 
;wo years.

ARION OLSON, of Cisco, win­ 
ner of third place in Junior Boys' 

Declamation at the State Meet held in 
Austin in 1919, graduated from the 
University of Texas, June, 1927, with 
Dhi Beta Kappa honors, receiving a 
Bachelor of Arts degree and a Bache- 
or of Business Administration degree.

He was elected to Alpha Kappa Psi, 
national honorary B.A. fraternity, 
n his junior year on account of his 
ligh scholastic standing. He was 
ilected to Delta Sigma Rho in 1926- 
927, a national honorary public 
peaking fraternity.

Olson was a member of the Uni- 
 ersity debating team and won several 
lonors in the University declamation 
ontests. He is now studying law at 
larvard University.

RWIN HEINEN, 'of Comfort, par­ 
ticipated in several Interscholas- 

ic League matches. He won the Ken-

dall County Meet in declamation at 
Boerne in 1921; Kendall County at 
Boerne and District Meet at San Mar- 
cos in debating in 1922; and the Ken­ 
dall County Meet at Boerne in debat­ 
ing in 1923. »

Heinen graduated from the Univer­ 
sity of Texas Business Administration 
School with highest honors in June, 
1921. He was president of Alpha 
Kappa Psi, national honorary busines; 
fraternity and an assistant in Busi­ 
ness Administration school in 1926- 
1927.

After Heinen had finished his under­ 
graduate work at the University anc 
just before he took his degree, he 
was given an accounting examination 
which is known at the T.P.A. exami­ 
nation. He made one of the seven 
highest grades. The seven to receive 
the highest grades are those desig­ 
nated as having passed the examina­ 
tion.

PRNEST MAY, of Fort Worth, for
merly of Weatherford and Aus 

tin, won the State championship ir 
Boys' Debate in 1915.

He was Assistant Attorney-Genera 
of the State to Dan Moody from 192. 
to 1926. He. received his law degre 
from the University in 1920 and is 
practicing law in Fort Worth now.

Last June he married Miss Rache 
Garza, of Austin, who was an asso 
ciate professor of Spanish in the Uni 
vesity of Texas.

QUESTION ARISES, "WHO 
-STARTED THE INTER­ 

SCHOLASTIC LEAGUE?'

(Continued from Page One)

University of Texas. In 1912, the tw 
organizations coalesced, as is evi 
denced by the following excerpt frorr 
the University of Texas bulletin No 
274, Extension Series 28, p. 7, iss-ue 
Aprils, 1913:

The University Department of 
Extension is desirous of promot­ 
ing in the schools of Texas the 
study and practice of public 
speaking and debate as an aid in 
the perparation for citizenship; 
and also of assisting the schools 
in the matter of physical educa­ 
tion through the organization, 
control, and standardization of 
athletics. With the latter object 
particularly in view, a director of 
interscholastic athletics has been 
added to the Public Discussion 
Division of the Extension Depart­ 
ment. Dr. C. W. Ramsdell, who 
has so ably managed the Inter­ 
scholastic Athletic Association 
during the past three years, found 
it impossible longer to give suf­ 
ficient time to the organization, 
and it seemed desirable for the 
sake of economy, both of money 
and effort, that the two organiza­ 
tions above named should be 
united under a single name.

Thus the League in 1913 under th' 
present organization was effected anc 
it has continued to so function ever 
since.

The writer of the above quoted iterr 
perhaps has football more particular­ 
ly in mind, and will be surprised to 
learn that a state championship in 
football was conducted by the League 
as early as 1913, Houston Central de­ 
feating Comanche for the State title 
Football was, however, abandoned as 
a State championship event for a 
number of years, being restored in 
1921 under the present management 
of the League.

There were, it is true, a number ol 
small leagues and conferences in 
Texas from time to time which one 
after another merged with the League,

In 1915, the date set by Mr. Ratliff 
as the beginning of the organization 
the League had been already for five 
years a going concern and that year 
had a membership of nearly one thou­ 
sand Texas' schools.

But not only can we name the prime 
mover of the League, the date and 
place of its birth, but we can name 
the person who brought the idea to 
Texas. In the early part of 1910, 
John A. Lomax, then Registrar of the 
University, as an agent of the then 
President of the University, Sidney E. 
Mezes, made a tour of practically all 
the big state universities of the West. 
When he returned to report, Presi­ 
dent Mezes put one question to him, 
as follows:

"What is the best extension project 
;hat you found?"

Immediately, Mr. Lomax replied, 
'The fostering of a league among pub­ 
ic schools for the promotion of edu­ 

cational contests." And he proceeded
describe this work. It was then 

and there decided that the logical man 
n the University faculty to start such 

an organization in Texas was the 
orofessor of public speaking, Mr. 
Shurter. President Mezes commis- 
ioned him to undertake the work, 

the result above outlined. And 
hat's the whole story, each detail of 

ivhich may be duly authenticated 
ither by creditable living witnesses or

CLASS EXERCISES PRO­ 
POSED FOR TRIAL BY

CIVICS TEACHERS

(Continued from Page One)

What changes in public administra­ 
tion will make these sacrifices un­ 
necessary?

Require Professional Training
The services required of an admin­ 

istrative public officer usually are of 
a professional nature, requiring 
marked native ability, developed by 
long preparation. Such an official 
generally should be a member of a 
recognized profession or calling, for 
high standards seldom are achieved 
except by professional groups that 
gradually bring about enlargement 
and discipline of aims and skill.

Such service seldom can be secured 
unless certain fundamental aspira­ 
tions of able and intelligent men are 
recognized. Before undertaking long 
preparation, they demand reasonable 
assurance of opportunity for satisfac­ 
tory exercise of the skill to be ac­ 
quired. They want assurance that ex­ 
cellent work in minor positions will 
lead to greater opportunities in the 
same field. They want good work to 
have reasonable compensation. They 
want to be rated and chosen by quali­ 
fied men, and not by the uninformed 
public. They want continuance of 
opportunity to depend on the quality 
of their work, and not upon caprice 
or arbitrary limitations.

Nearly all these advantages are de­ 
nied elected public officials. Our state 
constitutions quite uniformly provide 
that they must be residents of the 
communities they seek to serve, a re­ 
quirement which destroys all assur­ 
ance of satisfactory professional ca­ 
reers.  

Suppose a young man becomes a 
very able county auditor in a small 
county, and would like to master his 
profession as a life calling. In his 
own and other states are populous 
counties' spending many millions a 
year, where efficient auditing is vital 
to good government. Yet his dream 
is futile. He must be a legal resi­ 
dent before he seeks office, and then 
run all the risks of political fortune. 
He cannot, like men serving private 
corporations, offer his services wher­ 
ever they are appropriate.

Most elective administrative of­ 
ficers auditors, treasurers, school su­ 
perintendents of counties; treasurers, 
auditors, and governors of states  
suffer the same disability. Intelligent 
men generally will not take these 
risks, but choose the fairer conditions 
of private life.

The reasonable aspirations of able 
men can find fulfillment in public of­ 
fice if we will discard obsolete political 
customs. These customs are vulner­ 
able and can be overcome.

The Corporation Plan
Suppose a state be considered a pub­ 

lic corporation, with cities and coun- 
ties similarly organized on a smaller 
scale. The public of the state could 
elect a council of five or ten men as 
a board of directors. They would pass 
laws, determine policies, and appoint 
administrative officers, from governor 
down. The council members would 
not be specialists, but men of broad 
experience and judgment, serving as 
do directors of great corporations, and 
retaining their private callings.

They would select administrative of­ 
ficers from any locality, and pay sal­ 
aries to attract able men. Such of­ 
ficers, with the entire country as a 
field, would develop recognized profes­ 
sions or callings, as certified public 
accountants, engineers, and railroad 
presidents tend to do.

If the. Governor of Nevada should 
exhibit unusual ability; he might be 
sought by Colorado. If he should fur­ 
ther 9prove his worth H more populous 
states or large cities would compete 
for his services. Cities, counties, and 
states would be training schools and 
employers of executives, a recognized 
profession of public executive would 
develop, and professional training 
would become available in our univer­ 
sities. The executive beginning in a 
small city could advance as far as 
his abilities would carry him. More 
ipecialized administrative officers 

would follow the same course.
The general character of our public 

officials would change. Able men 
would seek public-service, opportunity 
and continuity would develop latent 
nbility, professional groups would 
raise standards, and the new methods 
of selection would more often attract 
self-respecting men.

These suggestion are not Utopian, 
ity superintendents of schools and 

Jty managers now are chosen in this 
way. In spite of the tremendous pres- 
ure ( of the old political system by 

ivhich they are surrounded, they gen- 
rally maintain high professional and 
thical standards, and are almost, our 

highest types of public officials. Thus 
Iready we have the seeds of the new 
rder.

iy printed contemporary 
"HE EDITOR.

records. 

(EDITOR'S NoTE.~The civics teacher on the 
basis of the above article (nay propose the 
following Queries : Resolved, That our county 
should aciopt the commission form of govern­ 
ment with a County Manage!- as executive 
officer ; Resolved, That Texas should adopt the 
commission form, etc. ; Resolved, That tile 
United States should adopt, etc.)


