
INTRODUCTION 
 

The UIL was created by The University of Texas at Austin to provide leadership and guidance to public school debate and 
athletic teachers. 

In 1909, with the approval of the Board of Regents, Dr. S. E. Mezes, president of The University, organized and formed the 
Extension Bureau at The University to serve the state. He later created the Debating League of Texas High Schools as a part of 
The Extension Division of The University. Almost simultaneously, he appointed a history professor, Dr. Charles W. Ramsdell, to 
the University Athletic Council and asked him to investigate the possibility of organizing an annual high school track meet, to be 
held at The University. After talking with public school officials across the state, Professor Ramsdell organized such a meet and 
then formed the Interscholastic Athletic Association to assure the continuance and improvement of the meet and other similar 
athletic activities. 

In 1913, the Debating League of Texas High Schools and the Interscholastic Athletic Association were merged to form the 
extension program known from 1913 to the present as the University Interscholastic League, which is still operated by The 
University of Texas at Austin. 

The League is the largest organization of its kind in the world, covering a larger geographic area, serving more public schools, 
scheduling a greater variety of contests, and holding more contests and meets than any other similar organization in the United 
States. 

Public school administrators and contest sponsors believe that competitions organized and administered by educators, without 
interference from outside interest groups, have provided a useful channel for the energies and talents of the state’s finest public 
school students. 

Special attention is called to the following matters: 
(a) The rules published herein and citations to special bulletins, as well as notices in the “Official Notices” column of the 

Leaguer, constitute official notice to all League members. 
(b) It is the responsibility of each school district superintendent to submit application forms and see that payments for 

memberships are made prior to the prescribed deadline. 
(c) When a school district joins the League, it agrees to accept and observe the terms of participation in the contests as set 

forth in the Constitution and Contest Rules. When disputes arise, they shall be settled by the committees in the prescribed 
manner. This is a voluntary organization and all conditions surrounding participation are freely accepted. Both the letter 
and spirit of the rules are to be observed with genuine cooperation. 

(d) All persons involved in organizing, administering or sponsoring a League contest should familiarize themselves with rules 
governing participation, schedule and disposition of fees, definitions, eligibility rules, organization of the various meets, 
methods of settling disputes, etc. A Professional Acknowledgment Form shall be signed by all of the school district’s 
coaches and sponsors of UIL activities. 

(e) Special rules should be studied by the directors of the respective events. Sponsors should be experts on the rules of the 
contests which they undertake, and if rules are not understood, the League office should be contacted for clarification. 

(f) These rules will be distributed to schools by the opening of the school session in August. 
(g) Official Interpretations of the State Executive Committee are in Appendix I. Those rules on which Official Interpretations 

have been issued are indicated within the rule. 
The League program does not offer an activity for every student in the school. If a considerable group of students find 

participation in a contest educationally rewarding, then that program is justified from an administrative point of view. With the 
varied program offered by the League, a large percentage of public school students find at least one contest in which they can do 
well, thus enjoying the rewards of fair competition. 

It is the mission of the University Interscholastic League to continue a focus on the educational aspects of contests and on the 
positive benefits to Texas public school students. 
 

 

 

 CHARLES BREITHAUPT, Executive Director 
 University Interscholastic League 

 



 
ADMINISTRATION 

 
The UIL administration offices are at The University of Texas at Austin. The street address is 1701 Manor Road, Austin, Texas 

78722. The mailing address is Box P.O. 8028, Austin, Texas 78713. Office hours are 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. daily except on 
weekends and on official UT-Austin holidays. The telephone number is 512-471-5883. For theatre only the telephone number is 
512-471-9996. 

 
 
The following personnel serve in the capacities indicated: 
 

Executive Director: Charles Breithaupt 

Deputy Director: Jamey Harrison 

Director of Academics: David Stevens 

Director of Athletics: Vacant 

Director of Music: Brad Kent 

Chief of Staff: Kim Carmichael 

Director of Policy & Compliance: Leo Barnes 

Director of Compliance: Mark Cousins 

Director of Policy: Kevin Jones 

Director of Technology: Kevin Johnson 

Assistant Academic Director - Speech and Debate: Jana Riggins 

Assistant Academic Director - Theatre: Luis Muñoz 

Assistant Academic Director - Journalism: Jeanne Acton 

Assistant Academic Director - A+ Program: David Trussell 

Assistant Athletic Director: Darryl Beasley 

Assistant Athletic Director: Peter Contreras 

Assistant Athletic Director: Traci Neely 

Waiver Officer: Eddie Wolski 

Director of Officials: Ed Stidham 

Assistant to the Director: Bill Farney 

Executive Assistant: Susan Doherty 

  



 

 

Chapter 1: Constitution 

Subchapter A. NAME OF ORGANIZATION 

Section 1: NAME 

The state-wide organization for public elementary and secondary interschool competition in Texas is named the University 
Interscholastic League. See Section 12 (d). 

 
Subchapter B. OBJECTIVES 
 

Section 2: OBJECTIVES OF THE LEAGUE 

The objectives of the League are: 
(a) to enhance students’ educational experience; 
(b) to prepare them for citizenship by providing interschool competition among the public elementary and secondary schools 

of Texas; and 
(c) to establish rules and procedures for sanctioning and conducting interscholastic competition, including rules providing 

penalties for rules violations by school district personnel, that are consistent with rules of the State Board of Education. 

Subchapter C. DEFINITIONS AND GENERAL 
PROVISIONS 

Section 5: DEFINITIONS 

In the Constitution and Contest Rules, unless the context requires otherwise: 
(a) Academy: two-year school for academically gifted and talented; created by the state legislature, under the management 

and control of the board of regents of The Texas State University System. Examples: Texas Academy of Leadership in the 
Humanities, Lamar University, Beaumont, and Texas Academy of Mathematics and Science, University of North Texas, 
Denton. 

(b) Calendar week: 12:01 a.m. on Sunday through midnight on Saturday. 
(c) Charter school: an open enrollment school approved by the State Board of Education. 
(d) Constitution: the Constitution of the UIL. 
(e) Contest: includes competition. 
(f) Contest Rules: the rules governing League contests and competitions adopted by the UIL. 
(g) Executive Director: the director of the UIL. 
(h) District: a grouping of participant schools within an established conference that is determined to facilitate 

reasonable competition among the schools in League contests for a two year period (designated as region in music 
competition). 

(i) District Executive Committee: the committee of superintendents or designated representatives of participant schools 
within an assigned district. 

(j) Divorced parents: Parents whose divorce has been declared final. Parents who are separated or who have filed for a 
divorce are not “divorced.” 

(k) Elementary school: a school that is a unit of a school district and offers instruction in kindergarten through the sixth grade, 
regardless of whether all of the grades are offered instruction in the same building. 

(l) Enrollment: begins the day of a student’s registration and attendance in a full class period and ceases with the last day of 
attendance. 

(m) Fan(s): devotees of a germane activity, e.g., spectators at a sporting event or a performance involving school students. 
(n) High school: a school that is a unit of a school district and offers instruction in the ninth, tenth, eleventh or twelfth grades, 

or any combination thereof, whether all of the grades are offered instruction in the same building. A school also fits this 
definition if it has:  
(1) only one ninth grade, one tenth grade, one eleventh grade and one twelfth grade; 
(2) with one principal in charge of all four grades; 
(3) if all grades have the same school colors, the same school song and the same school paper; and 
 



(4) school is on an established campus with permanent classrooms. 
 That school would be eligible for League membership as one four-year (grades nine through twelve) high school 

unit, even though all grades are not on the same campus or in the same building. 
(o) Intersession: that period of time during a non-traditional school year when school is not in session or when a particular 

group of students is not required to attend school. 
(p) Junior high school: a school that is a unit of a school district and offers instruction in the seventh and eighth grades, whether it 

also offers instruction in the sixth or ninth grade, and whether it occupies a building separate from an elementary or high school. 
(q) League: the University Interscholastic League. 
(r) League contest: interschool competition in any contest listed in Section 380. 
(s) Legislative Council: the Legislative Council of the UIL. 
(t) Magnet program: curriculum offered within a high school that also serves students in a regular high school setting. 
(u) Magnet school: a high school within a multiple high school district where all students participate in the magnet 

curriculum. 
(v) Non-participating school: a public secondary school that is part of a member school district that is classified as a member 

or non-member and has not elected to participate in the germane activity. 
(w) Non-traditional school year: any school year based on a system other than an approximate nine consecutive month 

instructional period with an approximate three month vacation during the summer months. 
(x) Optional attendance area: a policy created by school board in a multiple high school district that permits students within 

that ISD to select the high school they wish to attend. Examples: school board policy allows students the option to transfer 
to a school outside their attendance zone to enroll in a magnet program; court mandated majority to minority transfers. 

(y) Participant school: a public elementary or secondary school that is part of a member school district and for which the 
annual participation fee has been paid. 

(z) Patron(s): person(s) who reside in the germane school district. 
(aa) Postsecondary institution: a public or private educational institution that offers education and training beyond the high school, 

whether it requires graduation from high school for admission to its program. 
(bb) Radio Broadcast: any live or delayed audio broadcast of a contest regardless of the means or medium of transmission. 
(cc) Recruit: to encourage a student in any way to change schools for the purpose of participating in UIL activities at any grade 

level. It could include offering a student or the student’s parent cash, waiver of tuition, board or lodging, transportation, 
promise of better conditions at the participant school or on its team, a job or other valuable consideration to induce the 
student to enroll in a participant school. 

(dd) Region: a grouping of districts of participant schools that is determined to facilitate reasonable competition among schools 
certified to represent their districts in League contests (designated as area in music competition). 

(ee) School district: an independent school district, a city or municipal school district, and common school district. 
(ff) School week: the week beginning at 12:01 a.m. on the first instructional day of a calendar week and ends at the close of 

instruction on the last instructional day of the calendar week, excluding holidays. 
(gg) Sponsor: any person who is principally responsible, or responsible by delegation, for directing or coaching any student in 

League contests. 
(hh) State Board of Education: reference to rules of the State Board of Education including rules of the Commissioner of 

Education. 
(ii) State Executive Committee: the State Executive Committee of the UIL. 
(jj) Summer months or summer vacation: the approximately three consecutive month period of time during the summer when 

schools using a traditional school year are closed. 
(kk) Superintendent: the superintendent of an independent school district and/or a superintendent’s counterpart in a charter 

school or in those private schools eligible for UIL membership. 
(ll) Telecast: any live or tape-delayed video footage of a contest in its entirety regardless of the means of transmission. 
(mm) Traditional school year: an approximate nine consecutive month instructional period with an approximate three month 

vacation during the summer months. 
(nn) Transfer student: a student who changes school without a corresponding change of residence by the student’s parents into 

the new school attendance zone. 
(oo) Valuable consideration: any tangible or intangible property or service, including anything that is wearable, usable or 

salable. 
(pp) Varsity: a contest entry level as provided for in the spring meet, music and athletic plans at which the team, team member 

or individual student is designated by the school to represent it in League district, region, zone, area, state or non-
conference contests. 

 



(qq) Vocational high school: a high school within a multiple high school district where all students participate in the vocational 
curriculum. 

Section 6: COMPUTATION OF TIME TO ACT 

(a) COUNTING AFTER AN EVENT. When action is required within a specified period of time after a specific act or 
occurrence, counting starts the day after the act or occurrence. Do not count Saturday, Sunday, or federal or state 
holidays. 

(b) COUNTING BEFORE AN EVENT. When action is required within a specified period of time before a specific 
occurrence, counting ends the day before the act or occurrence. Count backwards beginning with the day prior to the 
event to find the date action should be taken. Do not count Saturday, Sunday, or federal or state holidays. 

	  


