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On behalf of 
the University 
Interscholastic 
League, it is 
my honor to 
welcome you to 
The University 
of Texas at 
Austin for the 
89th annual 
ILPC State 
Convention.

For nine decades, the UIL and 
The University of Texas at Austin 
have worked closely to provide 
student journalists with the best 
possible resources to develop a 
passion for journalism because 
we understand the educational 
benefits derived from participation 
in a quality student journalism 

program.  It is our hope that you 
will develop a deep appreciation for 
the communications process and a 
greater understanding of the press 
in our society.  The press brings us 
a better understanding of the world 
around us and should be truly 
appreciated.

Whether you later attend The 
University of Texas at Austin or 
another university to pursue a career 
in journalism or follow another 
path to the future, we are pleased 
to introduce you to Austin and 
The University. I hope you have a 
successful convention. Welcome to 
Austin!

Charles Breithaupt
UIL Executive Director

  CONVENTION STAFF
• Jeanne Acton — convention director
• Jessica Martinez — event coordinator
• Lauren Kelley— student intern
• Glenda Muñoz — event coordinator
• Jenny Nichols — event coordinator
• Lisa Parker — program coordinator
• Jim Busby — IT guru
• John Trowbridge — convention assistant

u REGISTRATION 
The registration desk is located on the 

ground floor of Burdine Hall from 8 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Saturday. On Sunday, the registration desk 
will be open from 8 to 9:30 a.m.

u IN-SERVICE CREDIT
We will have professional development in-

service certificates at the registration desk. 

u ADVISERS, ARE YOU HUNGRY? 
Stop by the Balfour Publishing Company 

Luncheon, 11:45 a.m. - 1 p.m. Saturday in BUR 
116.

TAJE will have coffee and pastries for advis-
ers and presenters Sunday morning at 8:30 a.m. 
in BUR 116.

u VISIT EXHIBITORS
Check out the exhibits on the first and sec-

ond floor of Burdine. Exhibitors will have a wide 
range of instructional material, handouts and 
assorted other goodies. 

u CERTIFICATES
Certificates, newspaper rating booklets and 

other materials will be mailed to schools after 
the convention.  Unclaimed medals and plaques 
will also be mailed after the convention.

u TOPS IN TEXAS IAAs   
Winners of the Tops in Texas Individual 

Achievement Awards will be announced and 
medals presented at 5 p.m. Saturday in BUR 
106. Those eligible for Tops in Texas IAAs are 
the first place winners in each conference of the 
yearbook and print newspaper IAA contests.  

This awards assembly generally takes no 
more than 30 minutes to complete.

u MEDALS
All other IAA medals can be claimed at the 

registration desk.  Extra medals are $5 each and 
must be purchased through our ILPC order 
form. Forms will be available at the registra-
tion desk. Tops in Texas medals are $10 each. 
Unclaimed medals will be mailed to the schools 
during the week following the convention. 

u PARKING
Please park in a parking garage or in a legal 

parking spot. If you get a ticket, it’s yours. We 
can’t make tickets go away.

u BADGES
You can pick up your badges from the regis-

tration desk. Please wear them. 

UIL Executive Director welcomes you

BUILDING KEY
•BUR - Burdine Hall
• WCH  - Will C. Hogg Building
• PAI - Painter Hall
• GEA - Gearing Hall
• WAG - Waggener Hall
• PHR - Pharmacy Building

Hungry?
How about a 
free lunch?

 Jim 
Anderson and 

Balfour Publish-
ing Company will 
provide lunch for 
advisers at 11:45 
a.m. Saturday in 

BUR 106. Signs will 
be posted.

The DETAILS
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EXTRA SESSIONS!!
We have added two extra break-out sessions on Saturday morn-

ing for our early arrivals and UIL State competitors. 

BOOK SIGNINGS
John Moore, author of “Undocumented: Immigration and the 

Militarization of the United States-Mexico Border,” will be avail-
able to sign books from 1:15 to 2:30 p.m. in BUR 128. We will not 

have books to sell. You must bring your own book. 

NO MORE RIBBONS
We will no longer award ribbons for ILPC IAA Honorable Men-

tions. 

NEW BUILDING HEADQUARTERS
We are now headquarted in Burdine Hall. The good news is, 
it’s closer to the parking garages, and it’s closer to the other 

buidlings we use. One drawback is that the hallways are not de-
signed for vendors, so PLEASE make sure you roam both floors 

to see all of our vendors. 

Overview of the Schedule
Saturday,  May 5

    8 a.m. - 3 p.m. — Registration in Burdine Hall (ground level)
 9 - 9:45 a.m. — Break-out session (NEW THIS YEAR)
 10 -10:45 a.m. — Break-out session (NEW THIS YEAR)
   11 - 11: 45 a.m. — Keynote Speaker • Jeff Scott Goldman, award-winning
        producer and reporter, BUR 106 
 11:45 a.m. - 1 p.m. — Advisers’  luncheon • BUR 116
   1 - 1:45 p.m. — Break-out sessions
   2 - 2:45 p.m. — Break-out sessions
   3 - 3:45 p.m. — Break-out sessions
   4 - 4:45 p.m. — Break-out sessions
   5 - 5:30 p.m. — Announcement of Tops in Texas IAA champions • BUR 106

Sunday,  May 6

 9 - 9:45 a.m. — Break-out sessions
 10 - 10:45 a.m. — Break-out sessions
 11:15 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. — Grand Awards Assembly at LBJ Auditorium 

TAJE MEETING
4 p.m. BUR 136

This semi-annual general meeting of 
the Texas Association of Journalism Edu-
cators provides teachers a chance to get 
involved, to make their voices heard and 
to discuss issues and events affecting 
Texas scholastic journalism. Officers will 
be introduced and committees will report 
during the meeting. 

NEW THIS YEAR
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What 
does it 
take to 
win?

Take a 
look. 

The Yearbook 
Individual 

Achievement 
Award winners, 
Newspaper IAA 

winners and 
Broadcast winners 

(first through 
third place) will 

be posted online. 
Look for handouts 
at the registration 

table with the 
links.

Texas Featured Speakers
Kathleen McElroy (4 p.m. 

Saturday) is the School of Jour-
nalism’s associate director and 
a senior lecturer at the University 
of Texas at Austin. She received 
her Ph.D. from the School of 
Journalism in December 2014, 
after nearly 30 years as a profes-
sional journalist. At The New 

York Times, she held various management positions, 
including associate managing editor, dining editor, 
deputy sports editor and deputy editor of the website. 
She previously worked for The National, an all-sports 
daily, and Newsday as well as the Austin American-
Statesman, The Huntsville Item and the Bryan-College 
Station Eagle in Texas.

Her research interests include racial discourse, 
collective memory, sports media and obituaries. She 
previously was an assistant professor at Oklahoma 
State University, where she taught news reporting and 
sports media. She received a Masters of Arts from New 
York University, with a focus on race and media, and 
a Bachelor of Arts in broadcast journalism from Texas 
A&M.  

Jenny Dial Creech, (1, 2 
and 3 p.m. Saturday) a native 
of San Antonio and a graduate 
of the University of Oklahoma, 
started at the Houston Chronicle 
in 2005 as a high school sports 
reporter. She has since covered 
an array of beats and served 
as an assistant sports editor 
and senior editor of Texas Sports Nation. Creech is 
the president of the Association for Women in Sports 
Media and was awarded the 2015 APSE Diversity 

Fellowship. In addition to her role at the Houston 
Chronicle, Creech also works with several high 
school and college journalists at Columbia University 
journalism conferences and workshops.

After 33 years as an award-win-
ning broadcast journalist, Bruce 
Gietzen (1 p.m. Saturday)is 
now a journalism professor and 
the Director of Student Media at 
Baylor University.  That includes 
overseeing Baylor’s nationally 
recognized Lariat student news-
paper, Roundup yearbook, Fo-
cus magazine and Lariat TV News team. Gietzen came 
to Baylor from Waco ISD, where he was Director of 
Communications. That followed a 13-year stint as the 
evening news co-anchor at KXXV-TV (ABC) in Waco, 
Temple and Killeen.  The last four of those years he was 
also the managing editor for the newsroom, helping 
coordinate and present coverage of major stories like 
the Ft. Hood shootings, the deadly fertilizer plant explo-
sion in West, Texas, and President Bush’s Western 
White House in nearby Crawford, Texas. His broadcast 
career started at WFAA-TV in Dallas, where he interned 
for legendary sportscaster Verne Lundquist.  After 
graduating from SMU, Gietzen was a sports reporter 
and anchor for 20 years in Wichita Falls, Salt Lake City 
and then Houston.  Seven of those years there he was 
part of the broadcast team for the Houston Astros and 
Houston Rockets. Gietzen has also been a contribut-
ing reporter for ABC News, CNN, Prime Sports, Home 
Sports Entertainment, MLB Network and NBA Enter-
tainment.  He worked in sports marketing in Atlanta, 
Washington D.C. and Dallas and owned a production 
company in Houston. He now teaches and coaches 
aspiring students to prepare them for careers in print 
and broadcast journalism.

Out-of-State Speakers

Pulitzer-Prize Winning Getty Photographer John Moore, New York, “The Yearbook Whisper-
er” Bruce Watterson, Roma, GA. Director of the Photojournalism Department at Western 

Kentucky University, James Kenney. Entertainer and journalism instructor extraordinaire 
David Knight, Lancaster Schools, SC. Professor and journalism guru Scott Winter, 

Bethel University.

Moore xx Watterson xx Kenney xx Knight xx Winter
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Keynote Speaker
sponsored by      

Saturday 11 a.m. in BUR 106
Jeff Scott Goldman

Jeff Scott Goldman is an Emmy award-winning producer and reporter 
whose career spanned four decades for CBS News and the PBS New-
sHour. Until recently, Goldman was a regular visitor at the White House, 
covering six presidents over the past 34 years. In that role he traveled the 
world aboard Air Force One with Commanders-in-Chief Ronald Reagan, 
George H.W. Bush, Bill Clinton, George W. Bush, Barack Obama and the 
beginning of the Donald Trump presidency.
 
Goldman has been an eyewitness to numerous major historical events.  
He has covered six wars and military conflicts, including both Gulf Wars 
in the Middle East, and lived in Kuwait and Saudi Arabia for many months 
during both military interventions. 
 
He was at the White House on 9-11 when terrorists struck the World 
Trade Center and the Pentagon, and days later accompanied Washing-
ton leaders on an unmarked FBI plane for a secret investigative trip to 
Ground Zero trying to gather evidence on those attacks. 
 
Goldman also has traveled to Israel and other countries in the region 
multiple times with several presidents.  After witnessing the historic White 
House handshake between Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin and PLO 
chairman Yasser Arafat, Goldman was immediately dispatched to the 
region.  He produced exclusive interviews with key regional leaders to 
look at the future of the Israeli PLO conflict. Those interviews were with 
Syrian President Hafez Al Assad in Damascus, Egyptian President Hosni 

Mubarak in Egypt, King Hussein in Amman Jordan and then Israeli Presi-
dent Shimon Peres in Jerusalem. In addition, he covered the Balkan war 
and troop interventions in Somalia, Haiti, and Iraq.
 
Goldman traveled around the globe with Secretaries of State Hillary Clin-
ton, Condoleezza Rice and General Colin Powell. For PBS NewsHour, 
Goldman produced numerous long-form documentaries on a wide range 
of topics he witnessed overseas, including the breakup of the former So-
viet Union, historic elections in eastern Europe and the Baltic States, and 
the Mandela election in South Africa.  He was the first to interview Com-
munist leader Mikhail Gorbachev after his meeting with Ronald Reagan 
as Russia opened up to the world.
 
At CBS News, Goldman also covered every domestic presidential elec-
tion since 1996.  He has been dispatched for breaking news stories 
around the globe including the horrific Haitian earthquake in 2010 where 
more than 100,000 people were killed.  Goldman was one of the first 
journalists on the scene with American search and rescue teams dis-
patched within hours to rescue victims.

Goldman retired in 2017 and now speaks to groups with enlightening 
stories on how the media covers the White House, relations each presi-
dent has had with the media, and what it is like to fly on Air Force One 
with our nation’s leader.
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9 a.m.  Saturday, May 5
MUSCULAR DEVELOPMENT
BUR 108
A dozen or so tips on taking your writ-
ing — newspaper, yearbook, college 
entrance essay, love letter, ransom 
note, whatever — from weak-knee to 
weapons-grade. Bobby Hawthorne

EVERYONE NEEDS A COPY 
EDITOR
BUR 106
All stories, headlines and captions 
need a second (and third) set of 
eyes. Come learn strategies for copy 
editing and common errors to watch 
for online and in print. Bradley Wilson

THAT’S ENTERTAINMENT
BUR 112
Did you enjoy the latest Johnny Depp 
movie? How about the latest Maroon 
5 CD? No? Then write a review. 
Learn the secrets of successful 
review writing in this session. Rhonda 
Moore

AMERICA AT WAR 
BUR 136
John Moore spent years cover-
ing international conflict around the 
world. Here, he focuses on the U.S. 
invasion of Iraq 15 years ago and the 
subsequent occupation of that coun-
try. He returned to northern Iraq and 
Syria in 2015 to cover the continued 
US war on ISIS in the region.
John Moore

10 SHOTS YOU GOT TO GET 
(WELL, MAYBE MORE THAN 10)
GEA 105
Get these shots every time to go out 
to shoot, and you’ll produce award-
winning packages and PSAs and 
movies. David Knight

IMPROVING PUBLICATION 
PHOTOGRAPHY
BUR 212
Everyone wants better pictures 
in the publication, but how is that 
accomplished? It takes the work 
of everyone on staff to improve the 
photographs. Come see how it takes 
a village to accomplish this critical 
goal. Mark Murray

REVISION IS A PROCESS, 
NOT MAGIC
BUR 208
Revise with purpose and confidence. 
This list will make your writing better. 
I promise. No magic here. (because 
bunnies don’t make it around my 
yorkie.) Lori Oglesbee

WRITING IS ESSENTIAL. 
DEAL WITH IT.
BUR 108
Perhaps you don’t like to write. 
Perhaps you even hate to write. Too 
bad. One of these days, you’ll be 
forced by circumstances — not by 
teachers or standardized tests or 
college entrance applications — to 
compose something moving and 
profound. Just wait and see. Bobby 
Hawthorne

10 a.m.  Saturday, May 5
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1 p.m.  Saturday, May 5
AUSTIN BOMBER ON THE LOOSE: COV-
ERAGE FROM ALL ANGLES
BUR 106
On March 2, a bomber in Austin unleashed his 
first explosive device on a 39-year-old father in 
North Austin, setting off a chain of events that 
culminated along Interstate 35 several weeks 
later when the suspect killed himself as police 
closed in. Reporter Tony Plohetski, who works 
for the Austin American-Statesman and KVUE-
TV, covered the story from the first day and 
broke major developments along the way. In 
this session, you’ll learn how both news outlets 
deployed to cover the big story and why the 
core tenets of journalism were so critical during 
this time. Tony Plohetski 

TODDLERS IN LEG IRONS
PAI 4.42 
If your sports coverage is weak, we can help 
improve it. If it’s strong, we can make it stronger.
Whether you’re a total rookie or an old pro, this 
session is for you. Corey Hale

SHOW ME A PHOTO 
AND I’LL START THE INTERVIEW
BUR 208
Use that bank of photos on every students’ 
phone to start an interview. You’ll find great sto-
ries, collect more details and enjoy what you’re 
doing. Lori Oglesbee

THE #1 GOAL OF EVERY BROADCAST 
JOURNALIST – INCLUDING YOU!
BUR 224
TV stations can’t find enough good people to 
hire.  But they want a lot more than just talking 
heads.  From pitches to stacking, editing to an-
choring, here are some tips on shooting video, 
writing stories, and creating a student newscast 
people will want to watch. Bruce Gietzen

OUR IMAGES ARE OUR LEGACY
GEA 127
With images being readily searchable using 
Flickr and Google, photographers need to be 
more aware of their rights regarding copyright 
and the long-term value of their images. And 
advisers need to make sure photographers 
have a contract detailing the rights of the school 
and the photographer. Bradley Wilson

THE COACHING METHOD
BUR 220
When reporters and editors aren’t on the same 
page, the results can be messy: unfocused 
writing, a poorly developed angle or even a 
story that isn’t what the editor expected. It’s a 
major cause of rewrites and killed stories. This 
four-step process helps writers and editors 
exchange important information at key points 
in the writing process and helps keep stories 
focused and interesting for your audience. Edi-
tors will also learn about “diagnostic editing”— a 
way to help writers recognize and fix habitual 
problems. Dave Harmon

STATE OF THE NEWSROOM
BUR 136
In the past decade, newsrooms have changed 
dramatically. A journalist must be able to cross 
over platforms into print, broadcast, digital and 
social media, while maintaining the funda-
mentals of journalism, including accuracy and 
ethics. Learn from a pro how to navigate the 
waters of the new newsroom. Jenny Dial

BUILDING A BETTER STORY
BUR 212
It takes collaboration to create, produce and 
publish a great story across all platforms. In 
this exciting session, three veteran journalists 
from The Dallas Morning News will explain and 
show you how to make your stories come alive 
and be even more compelling using the various 
elements of print, photography and video. The 
session will discuss the steps from the initial 
planning session with editors to final publication. 
Benjamin Robinson, Vernon Bryant

BE AN ACTION HERO
PAI 2.48
 “With great power comes great responsibility.” 
You may not be Spider-Man, but that press 
pass gives you the power and the responsibility 
to capture images that transform your publica-
tions’ pages. Channel your inner Peter Parker 
as we reveal the secrets of taking compelling 
action photos. Cindy Todd and Deanne Brown 

THE FUTURE OF LOCAL NEWS: 
NON-PROFIT SOLUTIONS
PAI 3.02
In an era of continuous erosion in both main-
stream and alternative print newsrooms, many 
cities have become reliant on nonprofit solutions 
to deliver the local news and information that 
makes civic discourse possible -- while educat-
ing and empowering citizens in the process. 
Learn from a veteran Austin-based journalist 
what the opportunities are and how the non-
profit news space fits into the media landscape. 
Mike Clark-Madison

HOW TO WRITE ABOUT POLITICS AND 
MAKE YOUR READERS CARE
PHR 2.108
If you’re a savvy news consumer, you probably 
stay on top of a lot of the news about Trump, 
DACA, the border wall, etc. BUT, the average 
high schooler probably doesn’t read about that 
stuff, and they don’t want to read an article 
where you regurgitate it in the same way either. 
Come to me, and I’ll give you tips on how to 
localize politics and make your readers excited 
to click on your stories. Chase Karacostas 

50/50/50
BUR 112
Fifty ideas from 50 states in fewer than 50 
minutes. Take a cross country tour of design, 
typography and photography inspiration. Pack 
your bags and be ready for ideas from a variety 
of sources. Jeff Moffitt

I HEAR VOICES
BUR 108
How do you include EVERYONE in your year-
book to get the most coverage (and numbers) 
possible? How do you eliminate zeros or the 
singleton pagers? You include more voices. 
See how schools from around the country use 
innovative methods to tell the full story of their 
school year through inclusion of EVERYONE. 
This session will share tips on coverage and 
how to find new ways to include the voice of 
EVERYONE in your school. Meredith Bledsoe

INVESTIGATIVE REPORTING 
FOR BEGINNERS
BUR 216
Your highest calling as a student journalist is 
to be a voice for your fellow students and hold 
those in power accountable. It’s never too early 
to start thinking like an investigative reporter. 
This session, taught by a Dallas Morning News 
investigative reporter, will teach you what infor-
mation you have a right to know, how to use 
public records, sourcing and your own creativity 
to get useful information and how to responsibly 
report what you find out. Sarah Mervosh

BREAK FREE
PHR 2.114
Most writers dream of becoming a freelancer. 
It’s a chance to be your own boss, call your 
own shots, write the stories you want to write. 
Freelancing can be wonderful, but only if you 
approach it with your eyes open to practical 
realities. This session will explain some of those 
realities and show ways to make freelancing 
work. Sean Price

REAL NEWS/FAKE POLITICS: THE ROLE OF 
JOURNALISM IN A DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY
BUR 130
In an increasingly polarized political culture, 
what is the appropriate role of journalism? How 
can journalism contribute to healthy political 
dialogue? Robert Jensen

SOCIAL MEDIA AND JOURNALISM
PHR 2.110
Social media has dramatically shifted how 
journalists do their jobs, giving them additional 
responsibilities, as well as an outlet to connect 
directly with the public. I will discuss the ben-
efits of using social media as a journalistic tool, 
as well as prepare the students to avoid the 
pitfalls. Gina Chen

NO YAWNING IN YEARBOOK
GEA 105
Description: If you’re going to write copy, don’t 
put your readers to sleep. Yearbook copy 
doesn’t have to be boring or cheesy-- it just 
takes a little work to write something worth 
reading while telling the story of the year. Charla 
Harris
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WRITING POWER COLUMNS
GEA 105
Great personal columns can change your 
readers’ lives. Bad ones are a waste of paper.
Get tips on writing the great ones. David 
Knight

O CHRISTMAS TREE
PAI 4.42
This simple narrative structure is designed to 
have readers glued to your story until the very 
last line. Corey Hale

USING SOCIAL MEDIA 
TO EXPAND COVERAGE
BUR 208
Do what you do best and use social media 
to share stories, build your voice and gain an 
engaged community following. In a lesson 
from the JEA News Gathering Curriculum, this 
class will include ideas and tips for engaging 
your school community in gathering content 
for your staff. Margie Raper

ADVANCED INDESIGN
BUR 214
Tips, tricks and techniques to help you take 
your Adobe InDesign skills to the next level. 
Bring a laptop to get the most out of this ses-
sion. Hal Schmidt and David Graves

YEARBOOK HACKS
BUR 216
Get hundreds of quick tips, OK maybe not 
quite 100, to make your yearbook better and 
classroom run more effective. It’s like one of 
those DIY hack videos on the internet, but for 
yearbooks. Lisa Llewellyn, Leland Mallett

JOURNALISTS ARE BAD AT MATH
AND OTHER LIES
PHR 2.114
Data skills are becoming a prerequisite for 
pretty much every journalism career, but you 
don’t need a degree in calculus to tell an 
interesting story with numbers. In this talk, I’ll 
explain the different shades of data journalism 
and what goes into acquiring, cleaning and 
presenting interesting data to your readers. 
Everything from data on baby animals born 
at the zoo to how much UT Austin spends 
on athletics to your principal’s salary can be 
found with a simple email and a little bit of 
reporting. Annie Daniels

BASICS OF LIBEL LAW
BUR 130
What do journalists need to know about libel 
law to avoid being sued? How does knowl-
edge of libel law help journalists be better 
reporters and editors? Robert Jensen

MAKING THE TRANSITION FROM TAB
TO NEWS MAGAZINE FORMAT
BUR 220
When you have a tabloid newspaper that has 
consistently won national recognition, chang-
ing formats can be a very scary proposition. In 
this session, learn how one large Texas high 
school moved from traditional tabloid to news 
magazine format and how their readers re-
sponded. Bring copies of your school’s news-
paper to this session to share with others. 
You are certain to leave with new insight that 
you can use to improve your own campus 
newspaper. This session will be interactive. 
Christine Keyser-Fanick

EVERY (TYPE)FACE HAS ITS PLACE 
PHR 2.108
The lessons in using small and all caps typog-
raphy to provide an unexpected make over 
in yearbook design. No more blah headline, 
body copy and auxiliary type patterning. Bruce 
Watterson

MORE THAN A GAME
BUR 136
Successful sports writers tell the reader so 
much more than what happened in a game. 
From covering a team, telling a story, doing an 
investigation or writing an impactful column, 
Creech, a 13-year veteran sports writer, will 
go over the reporting basics that make a 
sports story jump off the page. Jenny Dial

ELEVATE YOUR 
SPORTS PHOTOGRAPHY
PAI 3.02
Learn professional techniques and tricks to 
make your sports images stand out from other 
photographers, as well as tips and equipment 
suggestions for getting one-of-a-kind shots 
from any sporting event. Louis DeLuca

WANT TO BE A TELEVISION REPORT-
ER, ANCHOR OR PRODUCER? 
BUR 224
Learn the ins and outs of working and start-
ing a career in the television news industry 
from NBC Austin Reporter and Anchor Kate 
Weidaw who has been in the business for 
nearly two decades. Bring lots of questions to 
get an honest and upfront look at working as 
a television journalist. Kate West

NOT JUST LIGHT, BRIGHT AND TRITE
PHR 2.110
Journalism is not all hard news and a snooze. 
Lifestyle journalism shows the real stories. It’s 
not all fluff and is just as important as REAL 
journalism. Renita Coleman

THE LOOK. THE STORY. 
THE WORDS. THE IMAGES.
BUR 212
Everyone always wants to know what the 
latest trends in yearbook are when they really 
should focus first on understanding and then 
mastering the foundational elements that 
all great, award-winning yearbooks have. If 
you want to be great, come learn about the 
subtleties of what the great books do. Mike 
Taylor

UNDOCUMENTED
BUR 108 
Senior staff photographer and special cor-
respondent for Getty Images John Moore 
has focused on the issue of undocumented 
immigration to the United States for a decade. 
His access to immigrants during their journey 
and to U.S. federal agents tasked with deter-
ring them sets his pictures apart. Moore has 
photographed the entire length of the U.S. 
southern border, and traveled extensively 
throughout Central America and Mexico, as 
well as to many immigrant communities in the 
United States. His work includes rare imagery 
of ICE raids and mass deportations and the 
resulting widespread fear in the immigrant 
community. Undocumented: Immigration and 
the Militarization of the United States-Mexico 
Border was released by powerHouse Books 
this March. John Moore

TMI
PAI 2.48
A weak picture is often the result of trying to 
get too much information in the frame. This 
session will show you how to shoot simply 
and cleanly so that your pictures can stand 
out from the crowd. James Kenney

SO, I’M AN EDITOR. NOW WHAT?
BUR 112
Great staff members don’t always make the 
best editors. Often, this is because they don’t 
know what an editor is supposed to do. No 
one has taught them. Learn strategies and 
ideas to help manage a publication and create 
a strong team while developing skills that you 
will use for life. Jeff Moffitt

CMYK VS. RGB, JPEG VS. TIFF, PPI?
GEA 127
Determining what color mode, file format and 
resolution is appropriate depends on the 
media in which the photo is being published. 
Come learn what, theoretically, is the best for 
any given media and what, practically, works. 
Bradley Wilson

2 p.m.  Saturday, May 5
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3 p.m.  Saturday, May 5
CAPTIONS OR BUST
GEA 127
Having problems finding the right words to de-
scribe your photos? Join us for tips and tricks 
and a caption competition. Prizes for winners 
will be available at the TAJE booth Saturday 
afternoon. Susan Duncan

SENSITIVITY VS. SENSATIONALISM
BUR 106
Come learn we covered terminal illness, death 
and catastrophic situations with empathy, 
consideration and respect, creating the most 
read stories on their online newspaper. Jaren 
Tankersley, Katelyn Spivey, Laura Smith

A WORD IS WORTH A 1,000 PICTURES
PAI 2.48
Well, it would have to be a special word, but 
words in captions are critical to the success of 
telling the complete story about your subject. 
In this session, you will learn how to write 
meaningful captions to go with your meaningful 
pictures. James Kenney

GOOD AND BAD CROPPING
BUR 214
Stop letting design drive your photos. Cropping 
really does make a difference: in making a 
photo look great or blah, in whether your de-
sign will be awesome or ordinary, and even in 
how your work does in competition. Learn how 
to make your publication reflect the content – 
not the other way around. Andrea Negri and 
Hal Schmidt

EVERY 1 MATTERS
BUR 216
This session showcases marketing campaigns 
ranging from cutesie to clever. Proven sales 
strategies from yearbook staffs determined to 
improve their copies sold. Lisa Lea Llewellyn

BETTER IS NOT ALWAYS BEST
PHR 2.108
How would you remake your 2019 yearbook? 
Better color choices? Renewed inspiration 
for action photography? Decluttering spread 
designs? Revealing something new versus re-
hashing stale and expected content/coverage? 
We’ll check out the national winners (and see 
how they make the grade). Bruce Watterson

FEMALES IN SPORTS JOURNALISM 
BUR 136
While the numbers are growing, females are 
still largely the minority in sports media. For 
young women who want to enter the sports 
media world, there are plenty of obstacles. 
Creech, who has navigated the business for 
over 13 years and serves at the president for 
the national organization - the Association for 
Women in Sports Media - will talk about her 
experiences - the challenges, the harassment 
and the victories - she’s faced in her career. 
Jenny Dial

COVER THE MEETING, WITHOUT 
GETTING STUCK IN THE MEETING
BUR 208
Working in news, minutes matter. Especially 
turning content for daily television newscasts. 
Learn some tips on how to cover important 
meetings, without getting stuck in the meeting. 
Or heck, even physically going to the meeting 
at all. Go where the story really is. Tips to 
maximize your time and turn a compelling, 
visual story – beyond the dreaded, boring 
video of people sitting around a table. How to 
cut through the static and pick out nuggets for 
a story people care about, and that could even 
lead to a bigger investigation. Kylie McGivern

THAT PHOTO. REALLY?
BUR 220
Stop selecting the wrong photo for your 
spread. Learn ways to pick the best photo and 
how to keep your photo flow organized. We’ll 
even throw in some photo tips. Mike Taylor, 
Leland Mallett

STORY IDEAS AREN’T IN YOUR HEAD
PHR 2.114
Reporters find story ideas. They don’t think 
them up. We’ll talk about the story ideas that 
are all around you and how to step over the 
dimes to report dollars (skip the boring ones to 
focus on the big ones). Deena Winter

WHAT ABOUT COLLEGE?
PHR 2.110
So you’ve got all these communications skills 
from your years on the varsity journalism team. 
What can you do with them in college? Here 
are your options. Here are the possibilities. 
Also, here’s how to do college right, whether 
you major in journalism, pre-law or forensic pet 
therapy. Scott Winter

FEAR FACTOR
BUR 130
Effective writing, photography, design, and 
publication leadership require “putting yourself 
out there” and potentially being rejected. 
Learning to embrace that possibility can propel 
you into a completely new perspective in your 
journalistic career…and in life. Join us for an 
entertaining and inspiring look at the research 
in Rejection Proof to overcome self doubt and 
create your best, boldest work. Paula Adamek 
and Matt Singleton

MARKETING MAKEOVER
BUR 112
No one is buying the book. No one likes the 
book. Teachers hate us. We have been doing 
the same thing we’ve always done. It’s time 
to shake things up. You need a marketing 
makeover. Let’s look at some schools where 
book sales are up and readers’ count down to 
distribution. Jeff Moffitt

THE MAKING OF AN ICONIC PHOTO
PAI 3.02
Watch as the famous Hurricane Harvey rescue 
image comes to life as you see the actual raw 
photos of the entire situation as it unfolded, 
with discussion and explanation on how the 
moment was handled photographically. Louis 
DeLuca

HOW TO BECOME 
AN INVESTIGATIVE REPORTER
BUR 212
The idea of investigative reporting can seem 
kind of distant when you’re in high school. You 
may not break news about political scandals 
but no matter where you are, there’s always 
something to be looked into. Just two years 
into college, I’ve investigated illegal practices 
by a student housing complex, written about 
the state’s failure to monitor opioid overdoses 
and addressed harassment in a student 
government election. Investigative stories are 
everywhere, you just have to know where to 
look. Chase Karacostas

LEVEL UP
BUR 224
Come learn how to take your broadcast inter-
views to the next level. We’ll review the basics, 
examine the ethics of getting it right and 
explore more advanced topics, such as when 
to use two cameras. David Robb

24 GREAT LEADS – 
AND SOME BAD ONES, TOO
GEA 105
A boring lead can doom a great story that you 
spent hours interviewing, researching and 
writing. See examples of great leads that grab 
readers/ And get tips on avoiding cop-out 
leads that turn readers off. David Knight

DO YOU WANT TO BUILD A YEARBOOK?
BUR 116
It’s a Disney sing-along. Yearbook advice 
from...Olaf? That’s right! Take a break from the 
normal sessions to  Let It Go and belt out some 
of your Disney favorites while getting practical 
advice to make next year’s book your best yet. 
John Horvath

EBOLA IN LIBERIA
BUR 108
The Ebola epidemic killed more than 10,000 
people, making it the worst outbreak in history. 
John Moore was the first photojournalist to 
travel to Liberia to extensively cover the epi-
demic. Working in some of the most life-threat-
ening conditions, he worked in hazmat suits 
while photographing sick and dying people. His 
coverage has been credited with bringing the 
humanitarian disaster to the world’s attention 
and adding a sense of urgency to the halting 
international response to the crisis, months 
before the virus came to Texas. John Moore
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4 p.m.  Saturday, May 5
BEYOND WRITING
BUR 112
What life skills do professional journalists 
need to succeed? A lot. And this former 
New York Times editor and current direc-
tor of the UT School of Journalism knows 
what it takes and is willing to share. 
Kathleen McElroy

TAJE MEETING
BUR 136
All advisers are encouraged to attend 
the TAJE business meeting. TAJE (Texas 
Association of Journalism Educators) 
officers will discuss upcoming events and 
opportunities.

UNDERDOGS TO WONDERDOGS
BUR 216
or How to Make Your Understaffed Pub-
lication Thrive. Join adviser Dave Winter 
and co-editors in chief Julie Robertson 
and Charlie Holden as they let you in on 
the secrets that have allowed their print 
and online newspaper, the Shield, to 
consistently rank among the best student 
publications in Texas and the nation—
with only 14 staff members. Dave Winter, 
Charlie Holden, Julie Robertson

SOCIAL MEDIA: 
UTILIZING & BRANDING
BUR 208
Discuss best practices for utilizing social 
media outlets (Facebook, Instagram, Twit-
ter and Snapchat) to promote yearbook 
programs and yearbook sales. Addition-
ally, discuss what branding tools can 
be useful for creating a support com-
munity around yearbook programs. Dave 
Gamble

HIT THE MAGAZINE RACK 
(AND DON’T LOOK BACK)
BUR 116
Don’t get your design ideas for 2019 
from last year’s books or, worse yet, from 
Pinterest. Recycling ideas isn’t the way 
to be cutting edge. We’ll use magazines 
from around the world for inspiration and 
look for current trends in design that will 
jumpstart your creativity for planning next 
year’s publication. John Horvath

WHY IS THIS SO GOOD? 
BUR 224
In this session, we’ll analyze several video 
journalism stories and determine what 
makes the storytelling so effective. David 
Robb

WHAT’S THE STORY? 
GEA 127
All too often, we ask the question “What’s 
the story about?” In response, we get 
a rambling description that lacks focus 
and crispness. Learn how to write a story 
that gets right to the point and then how 
to expand it to be the story you want it 
to be. It’ll teach you to be the writer you 
want to be. Judy Babb

STUMP THE CHUMPS 
BUR 214
Having trouble figuring out how to do 
something in InDesign or Photoshop? 
Is it taking forever to do routine tasks? 
Bring us your problems and let us help 
you solve them. Your laptop will be useful 
but not required. Hal Schmidt and David 
Graves 

SPORTS STORIES THAT MATTER
PHR 2.110
Our job in sports is to take readers and 
viewers where they can’t go. And always 
chase stories that could make the front 
page. What’s the sports story you have to 
tell? Ricky Bobby’s story? Jackie Moon’s? 
Radio’s? Scott Winter

CONFLICT IN A CRUX 
BUR 220
Got Conflict?  This education mediator 
can help give advice to peace for resolv-
ing issues with parents, administrators, 
staff and students. Nicole Sanders

LIFE ON A COLLEGE NEWSPAPER
PHR 2.114
What do you want to know about work-
ing on a college publication? Bring your 
questions for a Q&A with Daily Texan 
staffers. The Daily Texan is one of the 
largest college newspapers in the nation.

REPORTING ON #METOO
BUR 106
 In this session, we will talk about the 
careful way you must approach reporting 
on gendered harassment and violence, 
how to contact and interview sources, 
especially survivors of VAW or interper-
sonal violence, where to dig up docu-
ments, word choice and narrative framing 
when you go to write it, and pitfalls to 
avoid along the way. Jessica Luther

GETTING INVOLVED PERSONALLY 
WITH YOUR SUBJECT
PAI 3.02
Sometimes an assignment turns into 
something special. Come along on a 
journey where a photojournalist starts 
documenting the life of an orphan, but 
finds himself being drawn into the adop-
tion of the child subject as the project 
becomes very personal.  Louis DeLuca

AMERICA’S TEAM: 
COVERING THE BIG GAME
BUR 108
Beat reporters for popular teams such 
as the Dallas Cowboys provide daily 
coverage on multiple platforms during 
game week. Why shouldn’t you be doing 
the same for your high school teams? 
Students and parents are equally as 
passionate so provide them with content 
throughout the week. Chase Wofford

TRENDS IN EQUIPMENT FOR STILL 
AND MOTION PHOTOGRAPHY
BUR 130
A presentation of and discussion of the 
future changes we see coming in equip-
ment for photographers. Park Street

STORYTELLING THAT 
AIN’T BORING
GEA 105
Learn the secrets of great storytelling that 
will transform your writing into copy that 
readers can’t put down — and change 
the way they see the world. David Knight

ABOUT FACE
PAI 2.48
Taking a picture of someone mugging for 
the camera is easy. Making a meaningful 
portrait is another story, a deeper story 
that goes beyond the surface. This ses-
sion will show you how to make power-
ful portraits for your school publications 
through trust, technique and expression. 
James Kenney
 
CLOSE ENOUGH MAY NOT BE 
GOOD ENOUGH
PHR 2.108
There are dozens of stories that deserve 
to be told. How to keep your content 
fresh and inviting: Tell an unfolding story...
it’s tactile, it physically involves the reader 
and it reduces the message to its es-
sence. Bruce Watterson



ILPC Convention • 2017-1817

GIVE P’S A CHANCE
BUR 108
Let’s produce a personality portrait. Let’s 
pinpoint a person who has a powerful 
parable. A real potboiler. We’ll procras-
tinate, ponder, panic, put pen to paper 
and pound out a few paragraphs, proof 
and finally, painfully polish off that first 
proper draft. In the process, we’ll pre-
clude all those predictable high school 
publication pitfalls, like avoiding pinhead 
words such as “paradigmatic.” Let’s pro-
ceed. Bobby Hawthorne

PHOTOSHOP AND INDESIGN TIPS 
FOR ADVISERS
BUR 214
Are you an adviser struggling with Photo-
shop or InDesign? We’ll show you some 
techniques every adviser can use. Bring 
your problems, challenges, and ques-
tions and let us help. Hal Schmidt and 
David Graves

DO IT FOR THE ‘GRAM
BUR 216
or How a Photo of the Day became our 
Collective Obsession. Who knew that 
when we started our humble MacJournal-
ism Instagram account in the spring of 
2015 that it would become central to our 
publication’s identity and role on campus, 
informing the school about the most 
important topics both on and off cam-
pus? Certainly not us. But we’ve learned 
a lot along the way making posts and 
mistakes that might help you develop a 
stronger social media component to your 
journalism program. Dave Winter, Charlie 
Holden, Julie Robertson

GRAPHIC TIPS, TRICKS AND 
TRENDS
BUR 208
Why design a boring yearbook when you 
can sharpen your skills using clever type, 
color and unexpected use of negative 

space? Bruce Watterson
TEN (OR IS IT 10?) 
DEADLY SINS IN WRITING
BUR 224
A deep dive into ten basic writing rules 
that can help any reporter accelerate 
their learning and writing curve. Brian 
Davis, the Texas Longhorns football beat 
reporter for the Austin American-States-
man, has been covering college athletics 
since 2001. Brian Davis

A SENIOR MOMENT
PAI 4.42
You’ve spent years in journalism. Now 
it’s time to show off your work. Come 
get your resume and portfolio critiqued 
as well as pick up tips on putting those 
journalism skills to work after high school. 
Andrea Negri and Samantha Berry

SHOW ME SOMETHING NEW
BUR 106
From Flight of the Conchords music 
videos to National Geographic stories 
on death, storytellers in all media are 
trying something new rather than doing 
journalism the same way they did it last 
generation, last year or last week. We’ll 
talk about how to make your stuff original. 
And stand out. Like this sentence. Scott 
Winter

TELLING PHOTO STORIES
PAI 3.02
Sure, you can grab those Pulitzer-prize 
winning images for your publication. They 
are a dime-a-dozen. But can you put 
together a group of images that really tell 
a story? Isn’t that what the spread in a 
yearbook really is? Come learn tips for 
capturing stories with your photos. Mark 
Murray

TRAVELS WITH A CAMERA
PAI 2.48
Taking a journey overseas with your 
camera requires some forethought if you 
intend on making meaningful pictures, 
but the rewards are well worth the extra 
preparation and precautions. This session 
will explore the equipment, research and 
in-country considerations that will help 
you return with storytelling images. James 
Kenney

LOOK LIKE A WINNER
BUR 220
Two experienced judges will talk about 
what it takes to win state and national 
awards. They will have examples and 
tips for improving your publications. Bring 
your questions. Mary Pulliam and Rhonda 
Moore

30-SECONDS 
TO CHANGE THE WORLD
GEA 105
See some great public service an-
nouncements that will change the way 
you see the world and get tips on making 
your own. David Knight

9 a.m.  Sunday, May 6
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10 a.m.  Sunday, May 6
WHO READS YEARBOOK COPY?
BUR 108
No one. Why should they? It’s rarely writ-
ten to be read. It’s written to fill a hole on 
a spread. That’s too bad because you 
cannot capture the heart and the soul of 
the year without telling real stories that 
explain what all the cheers and the tears, 
the ploys and the joys and the noise after 
were about. Bobby Hawthorne

BASIC PHOTOSHOP WORKFLOW
PAI 3.02
Improve the quality of the photos in the 
publication by learning some quick tech-
niques for editing photos using Bridge 
and Photoshop. Mark Murray

ADVANCED PHOTOSHOP
BUR 214
Tips, tricks, and techniques to help you 
take your Adobe Photoshop skills to the 
next level. Bring a laptop to get the most 
out of this session. Hal Schmidt and 
David Graves

DUCT TAPE 
AND HIGH FUNKADELITY
BUR 106
Just because we’re journalism-geeky 
enough to spend nights and weekends 
making newspapers and yearbooks 
and broadcasts, even traveling across 
the state and country to talk journalism, 
doesn’t mean we can’t enjoy it. We’ll 
cover 758 ideas to make journalism more 
fun. And most of them aren’t even all that 
naughty.  Scott Winter
 
GRAPHIC DESIGN: 
LEARNING FROM THE PAST. 
STEALING FROM THE BEST
BUR 220
Words! Words! Words! YIKES! You’re an 
image-maker surrounded by storytellers! 
Great content deserves great design, 
but designers can be storytellers too — 
they just use a different language. Color! 
Texture! Space! Give me white space! 
Writers be warned: This fun-house 
survey of graphic design is for the visually 
inclined and ricochetes from the 15th 
century to modern times. Along the way 
you’ll meet some of the most famous 
graphic designers you’ve never heard of, 
be amazed by ligatures, blinded by color, 
teased by typography, and inspired to do 
more than just “make it look good.” Note-
taking will not be allowed. Doodling, yes. 
Ron Bowdoin

SOCIAL MEDIA
PAI 4.42
Utilizing social media is a great tool to not 
only market your yearbook and newspa-
per programs, but also help spread your 
student’s work. (Judson utilizes Face-
book, Twitter, Instagram, and YouTube.) 
Pedro Cabrera

THE PSA: ALL IN YOUR FEELS
BUR 128
Use video public service announcements 
to bring your audience’s attention to an 
important issue or topic. In this session, 
you’ll laugh. You’ll cry. You’ll learn how it’s 
done. Alyssa Boehringer

EDITORIAL LEADERSHIP 
BEGINS IN THE MIND
BUR 112
Are negative thoughts and words imped-
ing your ability to run your staff? Learn 
strategies to avoid this interference, how 
a confident mind makes a confident 
leader, plus additional handy skills that 
will help you in the journalism classroom 
and the real world alike. Ana Medina and 
Samuel Teas

IT’S THE LITTLE THINGS
GEA 105
Find out what makes a great editor. And 
how the little things make great writing 
even better. David Knight

NO CHEERING IN THE PRESS BOX
BUR 224
 Everyone thinks sportswriting is cool. But 
could you watch the most thrilling game 
of your life and then knock out 600 words 
in 15 minutes? What if you had to turn in 
600 words literally when the game ends? 
This class examines how a sportswriter 
should build their copy on deadline, and 
other assorted topics. Brian Davis, the 
Texas Longhorns football beat reporter 
for the Austin American-Statesman, has 
been covering college athletics since 
2001. Brian Davis

PR: THE OTHER SIDE 
OF THE JOURNALISM FENCE
BUR 130
Public relations is a natural career path for 
many journalists. The relationships and 
skills you build in the journalism world can 
be put to good use helping clients under-
stand what journalists want and how put 
their best foot forward in the news media. 
Lee Nichols

THINKING MADE VISUAL 
BUR 212
This session will review the principles of 
graphic design and show how incorporat-
ing professional design strategies can 
elevate the overall look and sophistication 
of your yearbook design. We will look at 
professional design examples and how 
those methods can be applied to create 
interesting yearbook layouts. Kristen Scott

PAKISTAN ON THE BRINK
BUR 216
John Moore was based in Islamabad, 
Pakistan, for three years and documented 
the country’s slide into instability, with the 
Pakistani Taliban gaining control of much 
of the territory near the Afghan border 
and extremists continuing to carry out 
suicide bomb attacks in urban centers 
formerly considered safe. John will show 
his years of work covering  the hard news 
events that made international headlines 
and delving deeper into a country rarely 
glimpsed anymore by Western journalists. 
John Moore

KNOWA YOUR ARC
PAI 2.48
As journalists, we are all striving to be-
come better storytellers. An effective story 
takes you on a journey through several 
important movements of a story arc. This 
session will cover these movements as 
they apply to telling stories with visuals 
and sound. James Kenney

LAYOUT DESIGNS THAT DO MORE 
THAN “LOOK GOOD”
BUR 208
Whether you work with standard grids/
columns or prefer fluid, rule-of-thumb 
grids, staff designers must be responsive 
to content and images on the spreads. 
Bruce Watterson

DON’T BE A MANAGER, 
BE A LEADER
GEA 127
Taking on an editor position at your high 
school newspaper or yearbook can be 
awesome, but it can also be incredibly 
challenging, especially if you’ve never 
been in a similar position. As a young 
leader, it’s important to guide and inspire 
your staff, not just manage them and 
“crank out copy.” This session will offer 
current and aspiring editors tips and tricks 
on leading a group of their peers, and talk 
through some of the difficult situations 
they might encounter. Bailey Brammer
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JAMES KENNEY
Professor James H. Kenney received his bachelor’s degree from California State
University, Fresno, and his master’s degree from Syracuse University. He has 

taught at Western Kentucky University since 1993 and has been the coordinator of 
the photojournalism program since 2001. Kenney has taught courses in photo-
journalism, multimedia, design and picture editing. He has been the director of the 
Mountain Workshops since 2006. He received the WKU Teaching Award in 2001.

 Kenney was a photographer and photography editor for newspapers in Las 
Vegas, Nevada, before entering the teaching profession. He has spent his summers 
photographing projects in China, Thailand, Vietnam, Mongolia, Nigeria and Jamaica. 
He spent a summer as a photographer for the Lexington Herald-Leader and worked 
a summer for National Geographic in their faculty fellowship program.

In 2012, Kenney made three trips to Haiti for a documentary project that was 
part of his sabbatical. He has been photographing the Tennessee Titans NFL home 
football games for the Associated Press since 2015. In 2017, Kenney traveled to 
Bosnia and Herzegovina to document the people of this country 20 years after the 
end of the Bosnian War.

 Some of Kenney’s professional credits include still photography and multimedia 
awards in the Best of Photojournalism contests, a multimedia award in the Pictures 
of the Year International contest, a Best of Show in the Southern Short Course, AE-
JMC’s First Prize in its Creative Project Competition and multiple awards in the Ken-
tucky Newspaper Photographers Association’s Photographer of the Year contest.

 For the past four summers, Kenney has been teaching in the Kentucky Gov-
ernor’s Scholars Program. Kenney’s greatest reward in life is being blessed with a 
wonderful wife, Nancy, and six incredible kids – James III, Weston, Will, Olivia, Luke 
and Ian.

DAVID KNIGHT
David Knight is the public information director for Lancaster County School Dis-

trict and he teaches two broadcast journalism courses. He has advised newspapers 
at the high school and middle school level and a high school literary-arts magazine. 
He’s been presenting at ILPC since Jeanne Acton was a high school student. He 
also teaches summer workshops all over the country including the Gloria Shields 
Workshop in Dallas. David has won a few awards, but he failed to put them in his 
bio. 

JOHN MOORE
John Moore is a New York City-based senior staff photographer and special 

correspondent for Getty Images. He had previously been based internationally for 17 
years. Moore grew up in Irving, Texas, where he worked on the Irving High School 
newspaper and yearbook as photographer and photo editor. He graduated from the 
University of Texas at Austin with a degree in Radio- Television-Film and worked on 
The Daily Texan for a record 11 semesters... and had four newspaper internships. 

After college, he began working abroad for the Associated Press, first based in 
Nicaragua, then India, South Africa, Mexico and Egypt. He joined Getty Images in 
Pakistan and worked throughout the Middle East before moving back to the U.S. 
in 2008. Moore won the Pulitzer Prize in 2005 for his team coverage of the war in 
Iraq, four World Press Photo awards over the years and the Overseas Press Club’s 
Robert Capa Gold Medal for courage in journalism for his photos of the assas-
sination of Benazir Bhutto in Pakistan. His was the 2015 Sony photographer of the 
year for his Ebola coverage in Liberia, where his work was credited with speeding 
the international response to the epidemic, which killed more than 11,000 people 
in West Africa. He travels domestically, often photographing immigration issues on 
the U.S.-Mexico border and continues to work internationally, having returned to the 
combat zones of northern Iraq and Syria to cover the fight against ISIS last Novem-
ber and gaining rare access to photograph at a secret U.S. airbase in the Persian 
Gulf area this January. 

BRUCE WATTERSON
Nicknamed the “yearbook whisperer” by his colleagues in the industry, C. Bruce 

Watterson has been inspiring young journalists for years, particularly those editing 
yearbooks. A pioneer in the training and use of Apple’s Macintosh nationwide, Wat-
terson worked closely with yearbook publishers to make desktop publishing (DTP) 
resources available to students and advisers on both the scholastic and collegiate 
levels. A frequent presenter at state, regional and national conventions, Watterson 
has chaired the CSPA Crown Award competition, judged for NSPA and CSPA critical 
services, and continues to maintain a rigorous schedule of workshops, consulting 
with advisers and staffs across the country and abroad. From the first day of his 
career, Watterson has worked to help staffs kick-start their thinking about yearbook 
production. He believes innovation and creativity help staffs and advisers create a 
better, a fresher, a more desirable yearbook. His goal has always been for members 
of the student body to come away thinking that their yearbook is essential and that 
their expectations have been fulfilled by the yearbook staff. “Readers know when 
some kind of ‘magic’ is taking place as they open their yearbook. They want to be 
awed by creativity, uniqueness and the unexpected. It is not a coincidence that 
staffs pushing to do more and to do it better sell books. They simply don’t settle for 
second-best.” 

SCOTT WINTER
Scott Winter has been a journalist and high school adviser to unmentionable 

acclaim in three states. After nine years as the least distinguished professor at the 
College of Journalism and Mass Communications at the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln, he now teaches journalism at Bethel University in St. Paul, Minn. Winter’s 
students have won national awards and their publications have placed in Best of 
Show competitions and earned Pacemakers and Hearst Awards. Winter also has an 
unhealthy fascination with the band Sleater-Kinney. 

 

Out-of-State speakers bios

Speakers bios
Paula Adamek has been a high school publica-
tions adviser, English teacher and counselor. 
Her students have earned Star Awards, 
Individual Achievement Awards and been 
named Tops in Texas. Now she drives across 
central and south Texas spreading yearbook 
goodness as a representative for Walsworth 
Publishing Company. She loves communica-
tion, good chocolate, and Huey Lewis & The 
News. She will share all of these with you in 
her session. 

Judy Babb, MJE, has been a journalism 
teacher on the high school and college level, 
advising staffs to do their best work and earn-
ing state and national awards. Her staffs have 
won ILPC Gold Stars, CSPA Gold and Silver 
Crowns, NSPA Pacemakers and more. She 
has won JEA’s Medal of Merit and Distin-
guished Yearbook Adviser, CSPA’s Gold Key 
and NSPA’s Pioneer Award as well as ILPC’s 

Edith Fox King and Texas Legend. She teaches 
all publications at West Mesquite, and her 
students will be providing news for the district 
radio station next year.

Samantha Berry is the publications adviser at 
Bridgeland High School in Houston. She grew 
up in West Texas and graduated from Texas 
Tech University with a degree in Agricultural 
Communications and, no, she sadly can-
not communicate with cows. She is a former 
Teacher of the Year, TAJE Pathfinder and JEA 
Rising Star. She is generally over-caffeinated 
and loves a good true-crime podcast.

Meredith Bledsoe (CJE) Named the 2010 
Indiana Adviser of the year, she taught journal-
ism and photojournalism and advised award-
winning yearbook staffs for 18 years. For 14 
summers, she taught and coached aspiring 
photojournalists from across the country at 

the High School Journalism Institute at Indiana 
University. She was editor of her high school 
yearbook and earned a journalism degree at 
Indiana University where she was editor of the 
Arbutus, one of the top college books in the 
country. The book she edited won both a Gold 
Crown and Pacemaker. She currently works 
with Central Texas yearbook staffs as a Herff 
Jones yearbook representative. An avid pho-
tographer, she has yet to meet a purple flower 
she didn’t want to shoot. 

Ron Bowdoin attended his first ILPC convention 
as a high school sophomore in March of 1973 
(yearbook staff!). He has worked as a designer 
in the corporate world, educational publishing 
and in the private sector. For the past 10 years 
he has worked at his alma mater, The Universi-
ty of Texas at Austin, where he currently serves 
as art director for the Division of Diversity and 
Community Engagement.
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Sessions brought to you by ...

Bailey Brammer is a sophomore journalism-
news editorial major with a history minor 
and serves as the editor-in-chief of Baylor 
University’s award-winning college newspaper, 
the Lariat. She grew up in Phoenix, Arizona, 
where she had cacti for neighbors and despite 
plenty of sunshine, she has never been able 
to achieve a decent tan. She also worked 
at her high school paper for four years, two 
of which she spent as editor-in-chief. When 
she isn’t in the newsroom (which let’s face it, 
isn’t all that often), she can be found cooking, 
hiking or spending time with her friends at one 
of Waco’s hidden hole-in-the-wall restaurants. 
She considers herself a self-proclaimed sushi 
connoisseur and is always in the middle of 
binging a new show on Netflix. After Bailey 
graduates from Baylor, she plans to attend 
graduate school and continue her education in 
the field of journalism or graphic design. Even-
tually, she would like to work for a publication 
as a managing editor or writer or become the 
first female NFL head coach (but the former 
seems more likely).

Deanne Brown has taught photojournalism 
and advised the news magazine at Westlake 
High School for 32 years. She currently serves 
as the president of the Association of Texas 
Photography Instructors. She has been named 
Journalism Teacher of the Year by ILPC, a Trail-
blazer by TAJE, a Pioneer by NSPA, a Medal 
of Merit winner by JEA and a Star of Texas by 
the Association of Texas Photography Instruc-
tors. Each year, her students take top honors 
at contests such as the National Scholastic 
Press Association’s Photo of the Year, Jostens’ 
Photo of the Year and the Scholastic Art and 
Writing Awards.

Vernon Bryant joined The Dallas Morning 
News photography staff after a 2000 fall 
internship. He interned at the Austin American-
Statesman for two summers, USA TODAY and 
The Dallas Morning News before becoming 
a staff photographer at the News. He shoots 
stills and video for the paper and his subjects 
range from sports, news, portraiture and docu-
mentary. He graduated from the University of 
North Texas in Denton with a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in photojournalism and a minor in art 
photography. He is a native Texan, who found 
an interest in photography at a young age. A 
high school class in photojournalism helped 
cement his interest in photojournalism to pur-
sue it as a career.

Pedro Cabrera is in his seventh year in the 
classroom and his 4th year advising a journal-
ism program. After being chosen to take 
over the program at Judson High School, 
he has revitalized it by starting up a brand-
new student newspaper and revamping the 
campus yearbook, to the point that both 
publications are now award-winning. He also 
teaches speech communication dual credit on 

campus, as well as speech communication at 
San Antonio College. Cabrera graduated from 
Texas State University in 2011 with a Bach-
elors of Arts in Communication Studies and 
Sam Houston State University in 2015 with 
a Masters of Arts in Communication Studies. 
He is currently enrolled at Walden University, 
in hopes to graduate with Doctor of Education 
degree.Cabrera was born and raised in San 
Antonio, Texas, to two Dominican immigrants, 
where he also graduated from Business Ca-
reers High School in 2006. He is a lover of all 
things Whataburger.

Gina Masullo Chen is an Assistant Professor 
in the School of Journalism and Assistant 
Director of the Center for Media Engagement, 
both in the Moody College of Communication 
at The University of Texas at Austin. She spent 
20 years as a newspaper and online reporter 
and editor, mostly at The Post-Standard in 
Syracuse, NY. She is the author of Online 
Incivility and Public Debate: Nasty Talk and co-
editor of Scandal in a Digital Age. 

Mike Clark-Madison is the publisher of the 
Austin Monitor, a nonprofit online news source 
in the Texas capital. He’s a veteran of the Daily 
Texan, Austin Business Journal, and Austin 
Chronicle and also spent more than a decade 
as the policy director of a prominent local 
communications firm. Originally from California, 
Mike has lived in Austin since 1988. His wife is 
a public health nurse and his son (now 21) is a 
junior in the Moody College of Communication 
at The University of Texas at Austin.

Renita Coleman has 15 years experience as 
a newspaper journalist and a Ph.D. from the 
University of Missouri. Before beginning her 
academic career, Coleman was a journalist 
at newspapers and magazines for 15 years. 
She was a reporter, editor, and designer 
at the Raleigh, N.C. News & Observer, the 
Sarasota FL Herald-Tribune, and the Orlando, 
FL Sentinel among other news organizations. 
Coleman now teaches undergraduate and 
graduate courses in experimental design, 
lifestyle journalism and ethics at the University 
of Texas at Austin. Her new co-authored book, 
“Image and Emotion in Voter Decisions” was 
published in 2015. Her research focuses on 
agenda setting, race, visual communication 
and ethics. She has studied the effects of 
photographs on ethical reasoning, the framing 
and attribution of responsibility in health news, 
and the moral development of journalists and 
public relations practitioners, among other 
topics. She has published more than 30 peer 
reviewed articles in academic journals includ-
ing Journal of Communication, Journalism & 
Mass Communication Quarterly, Journal of 
Broadcasting and Electronic Media, Journal 
of Mass Media Ethics, Visual Communication 
Quarterly, Newspaper Research Journal, Jour-
nalism, and Journalism Studies. In addition to 
the new book, she has another book, “The 

Moral Media: How Journalists Reason About 
Ethics,” published in 2005 with co-author Lee 
Wilkins of the University of Missouri.

Annie Daniel makes charts, maps and web 
apps at The Texas Tribune. Prior to joining the 
Tribune, she interned with The Washington 
Post’s graphics team creating charts and 
graphics for print and web. She graduated 
from UNC-Chapel Hill where she studied 
journalism and political science. Annie lives 
in Austin, Texas where she knits, bakes and 
reads science fiction.

Brian Davis covers University of Texas athlet-
ics, primarily football and men’s basketball. 
He started his journalism career in 1998 and 
started covering the Big 12 conference exten-
sively in 2001 for The Dallas Morning News. 
He joined the Austin American-Statesman in 
December 2013. 

Susan Duncan is a writing and editing guru, 
who is always looking for the perfect word to 
craft the perfect sentence. She’s advised year-
books, newspapers and broadcast programs 
for three decades and is the new convention 
director for the TAJE fall convention.

Dave Gamble grew up in student publica-
tions serving on his middle school and high 
school yearbook staff.  He graduated from 
Troy University with a degree in Multi-Media 
Journalism. He served as the Palladium 
Yearbook editor for three years. In that time, 
he revitalized a shrinking program, increased 
campus awareness and sales and developed 
an award-winning yearbook. In 2016 the 
Palladium received four CMA (College Media 
Association) awards and honors.  His greatest 
passion is working with advisers and staffs to 
develop their yearbook programs. Davis is a 
sales representative for Walsworth in central 
Texas.

Corey Hale is the newspaper and broadcast 
adviser at Lovejoy High School. A former daily 
newspaper reporter/editor/page designer, 
he’s spent the past 16 years trying to instill a 
passion for storytelling in his student journal-
ists. They’ve responded by continually blowing 
him away with their talent, making him look 
way too good along the way by winning a ton 
of regional, state and national awards. Outside 
the classroom, he also enjoys soulful music, 
good food, great movies and bad puns. In 
November, he and his wife welcomed their 
firstborn in the world, so now his terrible jokes 
officially belong to the “dad” variety.

Dave Harmon joined the Texas Tribune in 
January 2017 as the editor for the investigative 
and projects team. After graduating from the 
University of Texas with a journalism degree, 
he started his reporting career in the Rio 
Grande Valley at The (McAllen) Monitor, cover-
ing health care and the environment. After a 
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short stint at the Fort Worth Star-Telegram, 
he returned to Austin and spent 18 years at 
the Austin American-Statesman as a reporter, 
assistant metro editor and finally a member of 
the investigative team.

Charla Harris has advised the journalism 
programs at Pleasant Grove High School in 
Texarkana for the past 31 years, and she has 
brought students to 27 straight ILPC conven-
tions (obviously loves the convention and 
riding a school bus for eight hours with 20 
teenagers). Her students have won multiple 
CSPA Gold Crowns, NSPA Pacemakers and 
ILPC Star Awards, Harris is a Max Haddick 
Teacher of the Year, a JEA and Dow Jones 
Distinguished Adviser, and she is the former 
president of TAJE.
 
Bobby Hawthorne teaches a lot of dog-
and-pony show workshops for high school 
journalists and writes a column and various 
feature stories for an education magazine 
published by an association of Texas school 
administrators. When Bob first got involved 
in student journalism, Richard Nixon had yet 
to hear of Watergate, the cow pastures of 
Woodstock remained a muddy mess after 
the hippy invasion, and the Beatles were two 
albums away from splitting up. For his efforts, 
real and imagined, Bob has won a lot of cool 
honors including TAJE’s Trailblazer Award, 
ILPC’s Edith Fox King Award, CSPA’s Charles 
O’Malley Excellence in Teaching Award, and 
JEA’s Carl Towley Award. Bob also wrote 
several books, including “The Radical Write,” 
which you all should own and study religious.

Charlie Holden is a senior at McCallum High 
School in Austin. This is her third year on staff, 
and she is co-editor-in-chief, a job she shares 
with Julie Robertson. She is also a writing 
center tutor and a visual arts major in the 
Fine Arts Academy. In 2016, she won Tops 
in Texas in news photography for captur-
ing the single best news image in the state. 
Her favorite foods are pickles and queso ... 
separately.

John Horvath advises The Bard yearbook at 
Hill Country Christian School (Austin). His staff 
earned a Silver Star in 2017 and has received 
multiple All American and Gold Medalist 
critiques as well as individual Gold Circle 
Awards. John was named a JEA Rising Star 
in 2017 and is a huge fan of college football 
and Pearl Jam.

Robert Jensen is a professor in the School of 
Journalism at the University of Texas at Austin, 
where he teaches media law and ethics. He 
is the author of several books on politics and 
culture.

Chase Karacostas is a journalism and political 
communication sophomore at UT-Austin. In 
2016, he interned at the Dallas Morning News 

as an entertainment writer. Following that, 
he worked as a Life & Arts feature writer and 
photographer for The Daily Texan newspaper 
at UT before joining the news department as 
a general reporter. Last semester, he became 
the senior city/state reporter and now leads 
The Texan’s politics coverage while working 
on The Texan’s various long-term ventures, 
including a three-part series in which he ex-
posed a student housing complex for illegally 
terminating rental contracts.  

Christine Keyser-Fanick is publications ad-
viser at John Paul Stevens High School, San 
Antonio, Texas. Her school’s newspaper, The 
Talon, was awarded a CSPA Crown Award at 
the spring convention in New York City, and 
the yearbook, Tradition, earned a 2017 Gold 
Medalist Certificate. The Dow Jones News 
Fund recognized Keyser-Fanick as a Special 
Recognition Adviser in 2014, and she was 
Educator of the Year for her school in 2010 
and Teacher of the Week in January 2018. 
Her students are actively involved in UIL and 
ILPC, and they won the UIL State Journalism 
Team Championship in 2015. She has loved 
advising student publications for almost 20 
years and often speaks at local, state and 
national conventions.

David Graves is the yearbook adviser at 
St. Thomas’ Episcopal School in Houston. 
His high school was too small to have a 
yearbook. When, years later, he was asked to 
become a yearbook adviser he jumped at the 
chance. Unfortunately, his first book turned 
out to be one of the worst yearbooks ever 
published. Gradually, however, a succession 
of talented students and workshop instructors 
taught him the rudiments of doing a decent 
book — including the importance of great 
photography, great writing, and great design. 
Those students have earned a number of 
Pacemaker, Crown, Star, and other awards. 
He holds the CSPA Gold Key and has spoken 
at yearbook workshops across the country. 
When not harassing his yearbook students, 
he does advertising and graphic design work 
for clients in a variety of areas including edu-
cation and politics.

Lisa Lea Llewellyn, CJE is a 16-year veteran 
yearbook representative privileged to work 
with a number of award-winning staffs across 
the Dallas-Fort Worth area. She directs DFW 
Student Media Workshops and presents at 
conventions and workshops nationwide. Her 
scholastic journalism journey began as year-
book EIC at Lecanto High School (Fla.) where 
she also won a Broadcast Pacemaker. Follow 
her on social media @YrbkLisa. 

Jessica Luther is a freelance investigative 
journalist who co-authored the piece in Texas 
Monthly that broke up the story of systemic 
failure at Baylor to address reports of sexual 
violence and co-authored the Sports Illus-

trated feature about toxic workplace culture 
on the business side of the Dallas Mavericks’ 
operation. She is the author of Unsportsman-
like Conduct: College Football and the Politics 
of Rape.

Leland Mallett teaches newspaper, yearbook 
and photography at Legacy High School in 
Mansfield, Texas. He has taught journalism 
for 18 years. His staffs have won some nice 
awards during that time. Leland loves the art 
of telling stories in any media, but most of all 
loves to tell stories about his three amazing 
kids - all of which he’s training to be future 
editors. 

After two years in journalism classes and a 
semester on the Cinco Ranch High School 
County Line staff, senior Ana Medina returns 
as the News Editor. Her passions include 
food, writing, the oxford comma, PALS, and 
rants about equality and pocket sizes. For the 
past six years, Ana has regularly volunteered 
at her church as the Large Group teacher and 
worship leader with preschoolers, and can be 
seen wearing the most ridiculous costumes 
in hopes of keeping their short attention span. 
She is often found with ink on her fingertips 
and food in her purse. 

Sarah Mervosh is an investigative reporter 
at The Dallas Morning News. Before that, 
she worked as an enterprise reporter, courts 
reporter and general assignment reporter 
with a focus on criminal justice and domestic 
violence. Sarah has covered some of the big-
gest breaking news in Texas in recent years, 
including the 2016 Dallas police shooting that 
killed five officers and the 2013 fertilizer plant 
explosion in West, Texas. A Pittsburgh native, 
Sarah joined The News in 2012 after graduat-
ing from the University of Notre Dame. 

Jeff Moffitt, MJE, is a Jostens Creative 
Account Manager. He advised the award-
winning Torch yearbook and Oracle newspa-
per at Olympia High School in Orlando, FL for 
11 years. He was a National Board Certified 
teacher in career and technical education. 
Moffitt was OHS’s 2007 Teacher of the 
Year. JEA named him a Special Recognition 
Yearbook Adviser in 2010 and a Rising Star 
in 2006.

Rhonda Moore is a former award-winning jour-
nalism adviser and former executive director 
of TAJE. Thankfully (for Jeanne), she judges 
all of the time for state and national scholastic 
journalism organizations, so retirement has 
been quite busy. 

Mark Murray is the director of Technical 
Services and Systems Integration for Arlington 
ISD, but only until December 2018. But he 
plans to continue serving as Executive Direc-
tor of the Association of Texas Photography 
Instructors even after he retires from Arlington 
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ISD. He’s won a few awards here and there, 
including a couple from ILPC, which he at-
tended as a high school student many years 
ago.

Andrea Negri is in her ninth year at Alief Hast-
ings High School in Houston. She teaches 
journalism, photojournalism, and commercial 
photography, advises the newspaper and 
yearbook, and serves as UIL academic coor-
dinator in addition to coaching the journalism 
team.  She is ATPI secretary and contest 
director for the Texas Association of Journal-
ism Educators. Somehow she still manages 
to find time to sleep. Andrea is also a JEA 
Master Journalism Educator and a recipient of 
the Edith Fox King and Pathfinder awards.

Lee Nichols spent 24 years as a journalist for 
The Daily Texan, Austin American-Statesman 
and The Austin Chronicle until 2011, when 
he became the communications director for 
State Senator Leticia Van de Putte of San 
Antonio. Since 2015, he has been communi-
cations director for TexProtects - Champions 
for Safe Children. 

Lori Oglesbee advises EagleNationOnline.
com and teaches both Photojournalism and 
Journalism I at Prosper High School. Her wall 
of me includes 2009 JEA National Yearbook 
Adviser of the Year and 2005 Max R. Haddick 
Texas Journalism Teacher of the Year. She 
even has an Honorary FFA Chapter Degree 
-- something Leland Mallett doesn’t have. Her 
students have top honors at the state and 
national, staff and individual level for more 
than 30 years. 

Tony Plohetski is a national award-winning 
journalist based in Austin, Texas, where he 
works for the Austin American-Statesman and 
local ABC affiliate KVUE-TV as an investigative 
reporter. From fires to floods, Plohetski has 
had a front-row seat to some of the region’s 
biggest news stories in recent years. He 
has interviewed important newsmakers and 
celebrities, and in his role as an investigative 
reporter, exposed wrongdoing in govern-
ment. He has been the first to uncover major 
developments in local news in the Austin 
area, including the assassination attempt of 
a high-profile judge and the 2016 murder of 
a freshman University of Texas student on 
campus. Plohetski has routinely appeared on 
national shows on major networks including 
Fox News, CNN and MSNBC, as well as 
CBS News, and served as a case expert for 
networks such as Investigation Discovery. 
His work also has been cited by publications 
such as The Washington Post and New York 
Times, and he has received state and national 
journalism honors, including those from the 
National Headliners, the American Society of 
Sunday and Feature Editors, and the Texas 
Associated Press Broadcasters. 

Sean Price has worked in communications 

for over 30 years. He has written more than 
50 books for young people and served as 
a managing editor at both Scholastic Inc. in 
New York and the Southern Poverty Law Cen-
ter. Price has freelanced for multiple regional 
and national publications, including National 
Geographic Kids and The Boston Globe. He 
does communications work on public health 
and other policy issues at the Texas Medical 
Association.

Mary Pulliam advised publications at Dun-
canville High School for more than 30 years. 
And before retirement, she won just about 
every award out there — including the UIL 
Sponsor Excellence Award, JEA’s Teacher 
Inspiration Award, ILPC’s Max Haddick 
Journalism Teacher of the Year and Edith Fox 
King awards, TAJE’s Trailblazer Award, CS-
PA’s Gold Key and NSPA’s Pioneer award. 
She and her husband Del — the ultimate 
journalism spouse — both won TAJE Friends 
of Journalism Awards. Her publications 
also won just about every award, state and 
national. During her tenure, both publications 
were inducted into the NSPA Hall of Fame. 
She has retired from the classroom but not 
from judging and taking amazing photos of 
everything from country western concerts 
to her five beautiful grandchildren. Pulliam 
is an author of Springboard to Journalism, 
The Second Page and Get the Picture. But 
her true claim to fame — she was Jeanne 
Acton’s high school journalism teacher. 

 Margie M. Raper, MJE, advises student 
publications and teaches journalism and 
photojournalism at Highland Park High School 
in Dallas, TX. She is proud to share her 
passion for scholastic journalism with her 
students, see them grow as storytellers and 
celebrate their achievements. She serves 
as the president of the Texas Association of 
Journalism Educators, JEA News Gathering 
Curriculum Leader and on the board for the 
Gloria Shields NSPA Media Workshop. 

Julie Robertson is fourth-year staffer and sec-
ond-year co-editor-in-chief at McCallum High 
School in Austin. Her sophomore year, she 
was photo editor and coordinated photo cov-
erage, online photo galleries and print photo 
essays. Since her junior year, she was been 
the co-editor in-chief, this year along with 
Charlie Holden, and has learned what works 
and what does not work for her small staff. In 
addition to her work on the Shield, she has 
been an iReporter covering McCallum sports 
for FanstandATX, a branch of a local radio sta-
tion. She also has competitively ridden horses 
in hunter jumper competitions for eight years 
and is a big health and wellness enthusiast. 
She loves traveling and eating food, especially 
tacos and french fries. Her favorite subject in 
school, besides journalism of course, is math 
even though she isn’t very good at it.

David Robb has taught audio/video 

production and advised the award-winning 
student newspaper and broadcast program 
at Pflugerville High School since 2010. The 
student newspaper, the Panther Prowler, has 
been the recipient of the NSPA Pacemaker, 
CSPA Silver Crown and ILPC Bronze and 
Silver Star. The student broadcast, P-TV, 
has been the recipient of the ILPC Bronze 
Star. The newspaper, broadcast and film 
students have won several individual awards 
at the state and national level, including 
the BPA Broadcast News Production Team 
National Championship, UIL Young Filmmak-
ers State Championship, CSPA Gold Circle, 
NSPA Newspaper Story of the Year, NSPA 
Multimedia Story of the Year, NSPA Broadcast 
Story of the Year, ILPC Tops in Texas and the 
Youth Journalism International Frank Keegan 
Award for News. The students’ work with PBS 
Student Reporting Labs has been featured on 
PBS NewsHour and the Student Reporting 
Labs website.

Benjamin Robinson is a native of Raleigh, 
North Carolina and currently a multi-media 
producer for the Dallas Morning News. He 
received his Master’s degree in Interactive 
Media at Elon University. Benjamin has more 
than eight years in media production where 
he takes responsibility for documenting cul-
ture and uses the internet to gain information 
to create a larger platform for his community 
using social networks and other tools. 

Nicole Sanders works in Lovejoy ISD, where 
she advises the middle school LeopardLife 
newspaper, Rosette yearbook and teaches 
photography.  Sanders serves on the campus 
admin team and has more than 20 years jour-
nalism and education experience combined.  

Hal Schmidt has been working with student 
publication staffs to get the most from their 
software apps for over 30 years. He is the 
tech rep for the Houston Office of Balfour 
Yearbooks and co-owner of PS Graphics, inc 
in Fredericksburg, Texas.

Kristen Scott advises the Vespa yearbook, 
Inkblot literary magazine and the KBTV broad-
cast news team at Kealing Middle School in 
Austin, TX. With good humor and enthusiasm, 
she works to elevate the quality of journalism 
instruction at the middle school level. Ms. 
Scott’s students have been recognized for 
their accomplishments earning NSPA Pace-
makers and CSPA Crown awards, in addition 
to numerous individual awards at the state 
and national levels. As an adviser, Ms. Scott 
has been recognized by JEA as a Rising Star 
and TAJE as a Pathfinder.

Matt Singleton is the publications adviser at 
Holmes High School in San Antonio, where 
his students produce a print, online, and so-
cial media news publication that has earned 
two Silver Crowns and most recently a Gold 
Crown from CSPA. In his fifth year as publica-
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tions adviser at Holmes, Matt has spent most 
of his life around journalism conferences and 
classrooms, growing up in a household where 
his mother advised publications for almost 
forty years. He enjoys helping students at his 
Title I high school find talents in journalism that 
they didn’t know they had and helping them 
learn a variety of tools and skills that prepare 
them for the world of convergent journal-
ism and social media reporting, as well as 
traditional mediums. Along with CSPA honors, 
his students have earned a litany of individual 
awards from ILPC for writing, design, photog-
raphy, and coverage. With both an under-
graduate and graduate degree from Baylor 
University’s school of education, he loves 
bringing new and emerging ideas about how 
students learn and thrive into the journalism 
curriculum and classroom.

Laura Smith has advised publications at 
Canyon High School for 17 years. The 
Eagle’s Tale online newspaper has won CSPA 
Crowns, an NSPA Pacemaker and an ILPC 
Gold Star. The Canyon High UIL journalism 
team has won the State 5A Championship 
twice. A former recipient of the Edith Fox King 
and UIL Sponsor Excellence awards, Smith 
is a graduate of Texas A&M University and 
planned to be a speech and theater teacher, 
but wandered into the world of journalism 
early in her career, fell in love, and stayed. 

Katelyn Spivey is a junior at Canyon High 
School, where she is co-editor-in-chief of the 
school newspaper, “The Eagle’s Tale.” She is 
a member of Quill and Scroll, competes in UIL 
journalism, has stories published by the Best 
of SNO, earned superior ratings in TAJE’s 
“Best in Texas” competition, and placed in the 
Texas Press Association’s contest for work 
published in her city’s newspaper. She is an 
All-State Choir member and member of the 
UIL One Act Play cast. Katelyn is an aspiring 
public relations specialist planning to attend 
University of North Texas.
 
Park Street is head of Educational Sales for 
Precision Camera & Video, one of the largest 
photo/video stores in the US and in Austin. 
He is also a past Austin/San Antonio Chapter 
President of the American Society of Media 
Photographer (ASMP) and an award winning 
commercial and architectural photographer.

Jaren Tankersley is a senior at Canyon High 
School, where he is co-editor-in-chief of the 
school newspaper, “The Eagle’s Tale.” He 
is member of Quill and Scroll and has been 
published on Best of SNO. Jaren is president 
of CHS Video Club, vice president of the 
senior class and vice president of NHS. In 
addition, he competes in UIL ready writing, 
journalism and One-Act Play. He also oc-
casionally sleeps. He plans to study English 
and journalism at the University of Texas after 
graduation. 

Mike Taylor is a Journalism Specialist/

Key Accounts with Walsworth Publishing 
Company. He taught yearbook, newspaper 
and television production at Lecanto High 
School, Lecanto, Fla., for 13 years, where his 
publications staffs won numerous awards. In 
recognition of his contributions to scholastic 
journalism, Taylor has been awarded the JEA 
Medal of Merit, CSPA Gold Key and Florida 
Scholastic Press Association Gold Medallion. 
He is a well-known speaker and instructor at 
yearbook workshops and conventions across 
the country, who has consulted with count-
less yearbook staffs to help them realize their 
potential in creating journalistic yearbooks.

Senior Samuel Teas is Co-Editor-In-Chief of 
the Cinco Ranch High School County Line 
and a four-year staff member. Sam is also 
a member of National Honor Society and a 
stern believer in the rewards of positive think-
ing techniques. He is a history and nature en-
thusiast, an avid watcher of NBC’s Commu-
nity, and loves writing in all forms, from poetry 
to news articles and everything in between. 
When he’s not in the publications room, he’s 
probably at a national park (although that last 
part might be wishful thinking). 

Cindy Todd retired last May after advising 
yearbooks at Westlake HS and Randall HS 
for 25 years. Her students earned ILPC Gold 
Stars, CSPA Gold Crowns, NSPA Pacemak-
ers and Best of Show. A frequent workshop 
speaker, Todd received the 2012 H.L. Hall 
National Yearbook Adviser of the Year, 2008 
Max Haddick Texas Journalism Teacher of 
the Year, 2010 TAJE Trailblazer, 2013 CSPA 
Gold Key, 2013 NSPA Pioneer and 2013 JEA 
Medal of Merit. Todd is the Texas Association 
of Journalism Educators Executive Director. 

Kate West is an Emmy-nominated television 
journalist with 15 years of experience covering 
the news for various television stations across 
the country. Currently, she’s the morning 
reporter for the Emmy award-winning KXAN 
News Today. Since 2004, Kate has set her 
alarm clock for 2 a.m. to wake up Austinites. 
Before coming to the Live Music Capital, 
Kate worked at the ABC affiliate in Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania, the CBS affiliate in Roanoke, 
Virginia, and the CBS affiliate in Clarksburg, 
West Virginia. She graduated with a bach-
elor’s in communication from the University 
of Massachusetts in 1998 and earned both 
her master’s and Ph.D. in journalism from 
The University of Texas at Austin in 2008 and 
2012, respectively. Kate left Austin for one 
year to become an assistant professor at the 
University of Georgia in the Department of 
Telecommunications. Kate has received two 
Emmy nominations for her reporting and has 
been recognized by the Texas Associated 
Press for being a part of the 2010 and 2013 
winning team for Best Morning Newscast as 
well as a Texas Associated Press Award, First 
Place, Spot News Story Individual, 2013. 
Kate’s research looks at the convergence 
of media organizations and the sharing of 

content between competing organizations. 
Her research has appeared in peer-reviewed 
journals like New Media & Society and the 
Journal of Broadcasting and Electronic Media. 
Kate has also been the recipient of the Uni-
versity of Texas McCombs Publishing Award 
and has had numerous papers presented at 
AEJMC and ICA conferences. Kate and her 
husband have three young and energetic 
kids, an 80-pound lab mix that never tires out, 
and two cats. You’ll often find Kate running on 
the hike and bike trail in her spare time. 

Bradley Wilson, MJE, Ph.D., is an associ-
ate professor and student media adviser at 
Midwestern State University. Publications he 
has advised have won top national honors 
repeatedly. He has received JEA’s Carl Towley 
Award and ILPC named him a Texas Legend. 
Wilson is editor of Communication: Journal-
ism Education Today, JEA’s magazine. 

Dave Winter has been advising publications 
since well before his current students were 
born. In the spring of 1993, while a floating 
first-year teacher at Wheeler High School in 
Marietta, Ga., he was asked this question: 
“Would you like a classroom?” After answering 
affirmatively without hesitation, he was told he 
was the new yearbook adviser. Three schools 
and almost three decades later, Winter is still 
at it. His students at Wheeler, Grady High 
School in Atlanta, and McCallum High School 
in Austin have been making him look good at 
his job throughout this time, which is why you 
are reading about him in this program. He has 
been at McCallum, advising newspaper and 
yearbook and teaching photojournalism, since 
2015. For the better half of his 50 years, he 
has been married to his better half. He tries to 
avoid embarrassing his two amazing children 
on his social media accounts but occasion-
ally fails.

Chase Wofford advises The Sidekick news-
paper and CoppellStudentMedia.com at 
Coppell (Texas) High School, where he has 
been since 2005. These publications have 
won numerous awards from NSPA (including 
a 2017 Online Pacemaker), CSPA, ILPC and 
The Dallas Morning News. Wofford is a gradu-
ate of the University of Alabama and former 
sports writer in the Dallas-Fort Worth area. He 
is also currently the content coordinator for 
Neighbors of Coppell magazine and a guest 
columnist for the Coppell Citizens’ Advocate. 

Deena Winter is a regional editor in suburban 
Minneapolis. She’s also worked for the Lin-
coln Journal Star, Denver Post and Bismarck 
Tribune in reporting and editing positions. 
She’s covered two 80-year-old brothers who 
shot each other over dad’s guns, a woman 
who died from being allergic to everything 
and a school superintendent who got fired for 
using his expense account for personal use. 
Her husband is really hot, and her kids hate 
journalism.
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Speak Up..........
Please evaluate the convention and give the form to the registraion desk or put it in the comment 
box at the Grand Awards Assembly in LBJ Auditorium

• Which part of the spring convention needs improving?

• Which parts of the convention did you benefit most from?

• Any suggestions for future conventions? Feel free to use back of the form.

for whatever reason, i didn't 
enjoy these:

i enjoyed these speakers. 
invite them back:

registration


