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Yep. That’s me. My senior year. 
Big hair. Lots of eyeliner and cute 
(that’s the adjective I am going 

with) chubby cheeks. Apparently, I didn’t 
lose my baby fat in my face until about age 
25.

So you may be asking yourself, “Why 
on earth would she publish that photo? Is 
she crazy?” Perhaps. But the most honest 
answer is that my headshots haven’t really 
improved since high school. I may have 

lost the baby fat in my cheeks, but I gained wrinkles and bags 
under my eyes. This may be one of the best.

Regardless of my lack of photogenicness (that’s a word, 
right?), I wanted to use this photo because high school is where I 
found journalism. It was there that my journalism teacher took 
me aside when I was only a sophomore and said I could write. 
My adviser didn’t throw out compliments often so I cherished 
those words. And those words and those experiences in high 
school led me down my path.

While in high school, I was lucky enough to attend the ILPC 
Spring Convention three times — once even in a prom dress. 
And each year I walked away motivated with my new knowledge 
and new contacts. 

That’s what I hope we can give to you this weekend. While 
it’s only a weekend, we have managed to pack in loads of 
potential learnings for you and your staff. Take advantage of 
it. Go to the sessions that you want — not the sessions your 
best friends are attending. Talk to the presenters. Ask questions. 
Make contacts. Get motivated. ILPC changed my life. It gave me 
direction and inspiration. I hope we can do the same for you 
over the next two days.

The Convention
This year we again are headquartered in Welch Hall but are 

using six other buildings. That means, you will have to go on a 
bit of a treasure hunt to find your sessions. 

Don’t be afraid to venture out to find that great presenter. 
Use the map printed in the this program and look for our 
UIL workers ready to help give you direction and answer any 
questions you have. We are wearing the crazy bright, multi-
colored dye-tied T-shirts, so we shouldn’t be hard to miss.

Before selecting your sessions, read the bios of our speakers. 
We have so many impressive journalists, professors and advisers 
donating their time this weekend. My advice: Split up your staffs 
so you can get as much variety as possible to take home with you. 
Enjoy the adventure.

ILPC History
For the past 88 years, students and teachers from all points 

of Texas have converged on Austin each spring to attend the 

state scholastic journalism convention. In that time, famous and 
infamous have been here as students and teachers. The famous, 
ranging from Walter Cronkite to U.S. Representatives such as 
Martin Frost and Kay Granger to celebrities such as Sissy Spacek 
and writers such as Rob Thomas have learned from the best of 
the best in Texas scholastic journalism. 

ILPC’s involvement in education began approximately 88 
years ago. The University of Texas Department of Journalism 
hosted a small group of high school students and advisers for 
the first Interscholastic League Press Conference convention. 
The convention had its beginning with Paul J. Thompson, a UT 
journalism professor who believed that wherever journalism was 
taught, it should be taught well. 

To that end, he was instrumental in setting up summer 
courses for high school journalism teachers. He originated the 
idea of spring meetings for high school journalism students. 
The first two-day conference was conducted on May 8-9, 1925.  
According to an article in the Interscholastic Leaguer, 30 
delegates attended.  

The second conference was held in the spring of 1928. This 
time lapse occurred because Governor Miriam Ferguson had 
vetoed the appropriation for the UT Department of Journalism 
in 1926, and the department was not reinstated until the fall of 
1927. 

That same year, DeWitt Reddick assumed responsibility of 
the ILPC program. Under his guidance, ILPC grew into one 
of the nation’s largest student press associations and directors 
such as Reddick, Max Haddick, Bobby Hawthorne and Randy 
Vonderheid have been instrumental in making Texas scholastic 
journalism the best in the nation.

Questions
 Don’t be afraid to ask questions of me and of any veteran 

teacher/adviser here. Journalism teachers are the best bunch of 
people to know. If we’ve never met, please stop by the registration 
table and introduce yourself. 

In the beginning of this welcome, I said “we host.” I did not, 
nor could not, organize this convention by myself. Lisa Atkins, 
our new event coordinator, and Lauren Kelley, my intern, did a 
huge amount of hard work to make this convention a success. 
Bobby Hawthorne, former UIL academic director, and Randy 
Vonderheid, the former ILPC director, also gave us much 
needed advice and direction. 

Finally, I must thank the advisers who volunteered their 
time to present a session or two or three or six. We couldn’t put 
on this show without them. Thanks.

Now stop reading and go enjoy your adventure.

Jeanne acton

ILPC Director

Welcome to the 2014 Convention

Opportunities, excitement and more
We have it all ...
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On behalf of 
the University 
Interscholast ic 
League, it is 
my honor to 
welcome you to 
The University of 
Texas at Austin 
for the 88th 
annual ILPC 
State Convention.

For more than eight decades, the 
UIL and The University of Texas at 
Austin have worked closely to provide 
student journalists with the best 
possible resources to develop a passion 
for journalism because we understand 
the educational benefits derived 
from participation in a quality 

student journalism program.  It is 
our hope that you will develop a deep 
appreciation for the communications 
process and a greater understanding 
of the press in our society.  The press 
brings us a better understanding of 
the world around us and should be 
truly appreciated.

Whether you later attend The 
University of Texas at Austin or 
another university to pursue a career 
in journalism or follow another 
path to the future, we are pleased 
to introduce you to Austin and 
The University. I hope you have a 
successful convention. Welcome to 
Austin!

Charles Breithaupt
UIL Executive Director

CONVENTION STAFF
• Jeanne Acton — convention director
• Jim Busby — IT support
• Lisa Atkins — event coordinator
• Jenny Nichols — event coordinator
• Elisabeth Sikes — event coordinator
• John Trowbridge — convention assistant
• Lauren Kelley— student intern

• REGISTRATION 
The registration desk is located on the ground 

floor of  Welch Hall from 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. Sat-
urday. On Sunday, the registration desk will be 
open from 8 - 9:30 a.m.

• IN-SERVICE CREDIT
We will have professional development in-

service certificates at the registration desk. 

• ADVISERS, ARE YOU HUNGRY? 
Stop by the Balfour Publishing Company 

Luncheon, 11:45 a.m. - 1 p.m. Saturday in WEL 
2.304.

TAJE will have coffee and pastries for advis-
ers and presenters Sunday morning at 8:30 a.m. in 
WEL 2.304.

• VISIT EXHIBITORS
Check out the exhibits on the ground floor 

of  Welch. Exhibitors will have a wide range of  in-
structional material, handouts and assorted other 
goodies. Check them out!

• CERTIFICATES
Certificates, lists of  award winners, newspaper 

rating booklets and other materials will be mailed 
to schools after the convention.  Unclaimed med-
als and plaques will also be mailed after the con-
vention.

• TOPS IN TEXAS IAAs   
Winners of  the Tops in Texas Individual 

Achievement Awards will be announced and med-
als presented at 5 p.m. Saturday in WEL 2.224. 
Those eligible for Tops in Texas IAAs are the first 
place winners in each conference of  the yearbook 
and print newspaper IAA contests.  

This awards assembly generally takes no more 
than 30 minutes to complete.

• MEDALS
All other IAA medals can be claimed at the 

registration desk.  Extra medals are $5 each and 
may be purchased at the registration desk also. 
Tops in Texas medals are $10 each. Unclaimed 
medals will be mailed to the schools during the 
week following the convention. 

• PARKING
Please park in a parking garage or in a legal 

parking spot. If  you get a ticket, it’s yours. We 
can’t make tickets go away.

• BADGES
You can pick up your badges from the regis-

tration desk. Please wear them. 

UIL Executive Director welcomes you

BUILDING KEY
•WEL- Welch Hall
• WCH  - Will C. Hogg Building
• PAI - Painter Hall
• GAR - Garrison Hall
• WAG - Waggener Hall
• PHR - Pharmacy Building

Hungry?
How about a 
free lunch?

 Jim 
Anderson and 

Balfour Publish-
ing Company will 
provide lunch for 

advisers at 11:45 a.m. 
Saturday in WEL 

2.304. Signs will be 
posted.

Important Stuff  You Should Know
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Overview of  Schedule
Saturday,  April 18

    8:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. — Registration in Welch Hall (ground level)
 10 - 10:45 — Feature Speaker • Scott Ladd, Austin American-Statesman
   WEL 2.224
   11 - 11: 45 a.m. — Keynote Speaker • John Moore, Getty Images
       WEL 2.224
   11:45 a.m. - 1 p.m. — Advisers’  luncheon • WEL 2.304
   1 - 1:45 p.m. — Break-out sessions
   2 - 2:45 p.m. — Break-out sessions
   3 - 3:45 p.m. — Break-out sessions
   4 - 4:45 p.m. — Break-out sessions
   5 - 5:30 p.m. — Announcement of  Tops in Texas IAA champions • WEL 2.224

Sunday,  April 19
 9 - 9:45 a.m. — Break-out sessions
 10 - 10:45 a.m. — Break-out sessions
 11:10 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. — Grand Awards Assembly at LBJ Auditorium 
     

Tops in Texas  
 

Winners of  the Tops 
in Texas Individual 
Achievement Awards 
will be announced and 
medals presented at 5 p.m. 
Saturday in WEL 2.224. 
Follow the signs. 

This awards convocation should last no 
more than 30 minutes. Medals not received 
during the presentation will be mailed to 
schools after the convention.

TAJE Meeting
4 p.m. Saturday, April 18
This semi-annual general meeting of  the 

Texas Association of  Journalism Educators 
provides teachers a chance to get involved, to 
make their voices heard and to discuss issues 
and events affecting Texas scholastic journal-
ism. Officers will be introduced and com-
mittees will report during the meeting. WEL 
2.224.

Welcome to the 2015 Convention

Important Stuff  You Should Know
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Special Presentation ... What does it take to win?
Take a look. 

The Yearbook 
Individual 
Achievement 
Award winners, 
Newspaper IAA 
winners and 
Broadcast winners 
will be posted 
online. Look for 
handouts at the 
registration table with the links.

More Important Stuff  You Should Know

Since 1980, ILPC summer publications workshops 

at The University of Texas at Austin have set 

the standards for excellence. Our reputation as 

a workshop that stresses “work” is unequalled, 

and staffs that are serious about producing high-

quality, journalistic publications return to UT 

each year.  For three days, students and advisers 

participate in an intensive learning environment, 

headed by many of the nation’s finest journalism 

instructors. These instructors are dedicated to 

one goal: helping others create the finest school 

newspapers and yearbooks possible. Students 

and advisers alike return to school in August 

ready to tackle their jobs, whether they’re 

beginning reporters or veteran advisers. Plan now 

to join schools from across Texas for a unique 

experience!

◆ Enrollment in several classes is 
limited. Reservations are taken on a first-
come, first-served basis. 

◆ Tuition, room and board is $225 per 
person, based on double-occupancy 
and community bath. Limited single-
occupancy and private bathrooms are 
available on a first-come, first-served 
basis.

◆ The commuter fee is $170 per person 
and covers tuition only. Deadline for 
registration is June 12. Workshop dates: 
June 19-21. 

◆ For registration details, call ILPC, 
512/471-5883 or e-mail jacton@uiltexas.
org. Registration is online at: http://www.
uiltexas.org/journalism.

2015ILPCSUMMERWORKSHOP
June 19-21

Presentation Editor for the Austin 
American-Statesman will  explain how 
Legos and Tetris can help shape excel-
lent design. Students will learn how to improve their design from print 
to digital to mobile with these awesome secrets and stories behind 
the designs. Bonus! You’re going to see some things you can steal!

Ladd is responsible for the visual presentation and editing of 
the newspaper. He was responsible for three overall redesigns of the 
Statesman. He was recently a judge for the Society of News Design’s 
annual competition. Before coming to Austin, he was an award-
winning photojournalist, copy editor and designer for newspapers 
in Kansas, Florida and Kentucky. Scott got his start in high school, 
where he was a photographer and editor on his high school newspa-
per and yearbook.

Everything is AWESOME!
Scott M. Ladd

10 a.m. Saturday
WEL 2.224
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Keynote Speaker
sponsored by  Walsworth Publishing

Saturday 11 a.m. in WEL 2.224
John Moore is a senior staff photographer for Getty Images. He has been based in New York City since the 

beginning of 2012 after living in Denver, Colorado for the three years. He had previously been based abroad for 
17 years. Moore grew up Irving, Texas where he worked on the Irving High School yearbook and newspaper as 
photographer and photo editor. He graduated from the University of Texas at Austin with a degree in Radio-Tele-
vision-Film. He began working for the Associated Press, first based in Nicaragua, then India, South Africa, Mexico 
and Egypt. He joined Getty Images in Pakistan and worked throughout South Asia, Africa and the Middle East 
before moving back to the United States in 2008.

 For the last decade he extensively covered the wars in Afghanistan and the uprisings in Libya, Bahrain and 
Egypt. In the U.S. he has most recently concentrated on immigration and border security issues, working on as-
signment in Arizona on the U.S. border with Mexico. Moore has won top photography awards over the years from 
many of the world’s major photographic organizations. He was a member of the 2005 AP team that was awarded 
the Pulitzer Prize for Breaking News Photography, for coverage of the Iraq War. As a Getty staffer, his exclusive 
photography of the assassination of Benazir Bhutto in Pakistan earned him top awards from World Press Photo 
and the Robert Capa Gold Medal for courage in photojournalism given by the Overseas Press Club. He was also a 
finalist for the 2012 Pulitzer for Getty’s photo coverage of the Arab Spring. 

In August Moore traveled to Liberia to photograph the Ebola epidemic and his coverage of the health and 
humanitarian disaster has been credited with spurring international response, which had been slow during the 
early months of the epidemic. He returned to Liberia in October and again in January of this year to continue his 
coverage, highlighting one of the world’s most urgent health emergencies in recent history.

John Moore
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Great Gathering Comes First
WAG 101
The greatest journalists are always the greatest 
gatherers – of information, of stories, of images. 
Find out how to improve your gathering. David 
Knight

Break Free
WEL 2.256
Most writers dream of becoming freelancers. 
It’s a chance to be your own boss, call your 
own shots, write the stories you want to write. 
Freelancing can be wonderful, but only if you 
approach it with your eyes open to practical 
realities. This session will explain some of those 
realities and show ways to make freelancing 
work. Sean Price

SRSLY – Do you Want to be Taken 
Seriously as a Photojournalist?
PAI 2.48 
Then you will need to be a source of good ideas 
at your publication. This session will identify 
ways to come up with effective story ideas that 
will strengthen your publication’s visual report 
and make BFFs out of your editors. James 
Kenney

The Skills that Last
WEL 1.316
Come talk with this veteran journalist and learn 
why you should consider journalism, even if you 
might not become a journalist. John Lowe.

“How Do I” using InDesign?
WAG 214
Have you ever asked that question? Here’s your 
chance to ask it. Go beyond the basics of this 
powerful layout program. Come with ques-
tions about your publications and layouts. Hal 
Schmidt

Ever Wonder What it’s Like to be a Televi-
sion Reporter?
WEL 2.246  
Kate Weidaw, the morning reporter at the NBC 
affiliate in Austin, debunks the myths and breaks 
down the facts of what this career is all about. 
Kate Weidaw

Online News
WEL 2.308
This session will look at what you can report and 
how you can report it. These two media lawyers 
will also cover topics like defamation, news-
gathering limitations and copyright. Grayson 
McDaniel and Travis Wimberly

Get the Sports Ball Rolling
PHR 2.108
Sportswriting: It’s not all about games and sta-
tistics. What can you do now to land the coolest 
job in the world when you graduate college? 
Suzanne Halliburton

It’s About Time
WEL 2.312
With the popularity of chronological yearbooks 
on the rise, advisers and staffs are discovering 
that it takes a very clear organizational vision 
and design approach to effectively tell the story 
of the school year from the first bell to the last. If 
you want to tell your story chronologically, join us 
as we explore these critical components. David 
Miller and Kat Gorringe

Campaigns Aren’t Just for Politicians
WEL 3.502
Isn’t a sold-out yearbook each and every year 
the true measure of success? Zig Ziglar says, 
“Every sale has five basic obstacles: no need, 
no money, no desire, no hurry, no trust.” Learn 
time-tested and new proven, tactics for increas-
ing yearbook sales. It’s more than advertising. It’s 
marketing at the right time, right place and with 
the right message. Get your campaign together 
and be ready to yell, “Sold Out!” this spring. 
Tammy Bailey and Amanda Reynolds

To Infinity and Beyond! Breakthroughs in 
Jostens Yearbook Technology 
PHR 2.114
Are you ready for a view into the future of Jos-
tens yearbook InDesign technology?  Well, the 
future is here, so come take a look.  This adviser 
only course will demo a brand new approach to 
InDesign yearbooking and should not be missed.  
What you see might change everything you 
know and how you think about desktop publish-
ing. Advisers Only. Rebecca Plumley.  

Writing Your story: My Journey from Small-
Town Texas, Around the World and Back
WEL 2.224
As a former New York-based field producer for 
ABC News and Al Jazeera America, Ashley Jen-
nings spent years covering some of the country’s 
most devastating and influential news stories. 
She’ll take students through her network news 
journey and her solo world travels that took her 
to 15 countries and 45 cities. She’ll discuss the 
importance of networking and storytelling in an 
ever-changing journalism landscape. Ashley 
Jennings

Redesign: A Fine Line
WAG 201
There’s a fine line between a sleek redesign and 
going overboard with new features. Think before 
you design. Kaitlin Schmidt
Back to the Basics 
PAI 4.42
Tired of seeing fuzzy, dark sports photographs 
in your publications? Using the right equipment 
and camera settings make all the difference. 
This session will offer tips for getting quality 
photographs under difficult lighting conditions. 
Demonstrations will include wireless flash pho-
tography using commander flashes and pocket 
wizard units. We also will use tethered shooting 
to immediately illustrate the different f-stops, 
shutter. Wade Kennedy

What About College?
PHR 2.110
So you’ve got all these communications skills 
from your years on the varsity journalism team. 
What can you do with them in college? Here are 
your options. Here are the possibilities. Scott 
Winter 

Organize Publications with Online Tools 
WAG 420
Learn how one adviser uses Trello and Google 
Docs to streamline workflow and stay in contact 
with staff. Say goodbye to paper lists and dry 
eraser boards and get your staff on the same 
web page. David Doerr

Eliminating Cookie-Cutter Photography!
WEL 1.308
Some of us love beautifully designed and well-
written yearbooks, but all of us are awed by 
great photography. It is past time to kick those 
posed photos of goggled scientists and teachers 
sitting at clean desks to the curb. If your mission 
is to ensure that readers want to linger and to 
browse deeper into yearbook content, join us. 
Bruce Watterson

1 p.m.  Saturday, April 18
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2 p.m.  Saturday, April 18
Do you have strong interviewing skills...and 
why? 
WEL 2.246
Probably one of the most essential skills in find-
ing the story that deserves telling, but often one 
of the hardest skills to master, interviewing is the 
basis of all journalism.  In this session, you will 
learn the secrets that will take you from extract-
ing one word answers, to having your subject tell 
all the intimate details that will lead to amazing 
stories and coverage. Tim Gierba

Reporting Responsibly on Gender Issues
WEL 2.256
Telling the truth in a fair and factual way seems 
simple, until we’re faced with the everyday 
realities of people and politics. This session will 
address how to cover some of the more contro-
versial and sexy issues of the day without falling 
prey to stereotypes. Mary Bock 

The Story of LearnTV
WAG 101
Find out how one student television station 
produces more than 200 30-minute shows each 
school year – and shares them with 20,000 
viewers. David Knight

A New Adventure
WEL 2.308
As digital technology continues to change how 
we report the news, the upcoming generation of 
news photographers will have to learn to adapt 
quickly to the changing landscape of documen-
tary work, both with the equipment they use and 
the manner in which they report what they see. 
This session will address these cutting-edge 
issues, and encourage students to embrace the 
uncertainty of the future as they embark on their 
career “adventure.” Louis DeLuca

Looking for an Answer
WAG 201
This session is about solutions. Advisers face a 
multitude of issues on a daily basis. Come share 
your success stories and best advice to help 
others navigate through the craziness of being 
an adviser. Mary Beth Lee

The Next Step
WEL 1.316
How to get ready for a career in journalism, what 
will set you apart, what you can expect, and how 
to think about a career that will almost certainly 
change — dramatically — every time you start 
to get comfortable. The short form: Read your 
head off. Mind your writing. Be terrified by mis-
takes and sloppy thinking. Don’t do this if your 
curiosity is weaker than your shyness. And don’t 
over-specialize. Ross Ramsey

Your adventure. Your book.
PHR 2.108
Flex your journalism skills when you travel, 
explore and meet interesting people, and your 
adventure might turn out to be the subject of 
your first book. Wes Ferguson

Done isn’t your Goal. Great is.
GAR 0.102
Don’t settle. Keep working until what you have is 
great. It’s a reflection on you. Lori Oglesbee

From Sports Illustrated to Student Life and 
Cosmo to Clubs
WEL 2.312
The most cutting-edge design inspiration can be 
found in the pages of popular magazines. Learn 
how to adapt exciting graphic ideas and ele-
ments from trendy publications into eye-catching 
headline treatments, effective modules and 
audience-pleasing full-spread designs for your 
yearbook. David Miller and Kat Gorringe

Everything I Need to Know I Learned in High 
School Journalism
WAG 420
Most of what I really need to know about — how 
to live, what to do and how to be — I learned in 
high school journalism. Join us for a fun, fast-
paced look at why high school journalism means 
so much to us and why it’ll stick with us (and 
YOU!) forever. Kelly Juntunen and Samantha 
Berry

There’s an App for That
WAG 214
Google and Apple offer numerous apps that are 
useful in and out of the classroom.  Come learn 
about some excellent photography, inventory 
and management apps you can put to use in 
your publication or at home. Andrea and Laura 
Negri

Writing Your story: My Journey from Small-
Town Texas, Around the World and Back
WEL 2.224
As a former New York-based field producer for 
ABC News and Al Jazeera America, Ashley Jen-
nings spent years covering some of the country’s 
most devastating and influential news stories. 
She’ll take students through her network news 
journey and her solo world travels that took her 
to 15 countries and 45 cities. She’ll discuss the 
importance of networking and storytelling in an 
ever-changing journalism landscape. Ashley 
Jennings

Now What?
PAI 4.42
You’ve launched your online paper, but now it’s 
become stale and no one reads it, right? Learn 
what you can do for work flow, story ideas, 
coverage and more to boost your readership 
and make producing an online newspaper fun. 
Leland Mallett

Piece of the Action
WEL 3.502
After you’re done filming and the footage is in 
the computer, what do you do next? Edit. This 
award-winning documentary filmmaker and pro-
ducer will share tips and strategies for the next 
step — editing for story. Cody Ground 

Immigration and Border Security
WCH 1.120
Immigration is more than a debate. It’s about 
real people, real lives. For the last four years, 
this Pulitzer-Prize winning photojournalist has 
been working on a long-term photo essay on 
immigration and border security issues. He trav-
eled to southern Mexico and rode atop freight 
trains with Central Americans as they made their 
perilous journey north to try and cross illegally 
into the United States. He flew in helicopters 
with U.S. immigration agents as they looked for 
smugglers bringing people and drugs into Texas, 
Arizona and California. He photographed in U.S. 
immigration prisons and documented deporta-
tions. John Moore

Creative Coverage 
PHR 2.114
There’s no need for a record-breaking blizzard, 
rain on homecoming night or a school fire to 
break the predictability of yearbook coverage. 
In this hands-on session, explore and brain-
storm possibilities to give the school’s traditional 
sports, clubs and activities fresh, new coverage. 
Rebecca Plumley

Don’t Fear the Long Story
PAI 3.02
Well developed narrative stories scare page 
designers, but they’re the ones that students talk 
about on campus and win awards. This session 
will give tips on how to find and write vivid sto-
ries that capture and hold the attention of your 
audience. LaJuana Hale
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3 p.m.  Saturday, April 18
That’s Entertainment
WEL 2.246
Did you enjoy the latest Bradley Cooper movie? 
How about the latest ColdPlay CD? No? Then 
write a review. Learn the secrets of successful 
review writing in this session. Rhonda Moore

Beginning Photoshop
WAG 214
Get the basics on adjusting and cropping 
photos. See easy steps for cut-outs and other 
special effects. Hal Schmidt

Ebola in Liberia
WCH 1.120
The Ebola epidemic, which began last year in 
Western Africa, has killed more than 10,000 
people, making it the worst outbreak in history. 
John Moore was the first photojournalist to travel 
to Liberia to extensively cover the epidemic. 
Working in some of the most life-threatening 
conditions, he worked in hazmat suits to keep 
himself safe while photographing sick and dying 
people in Liberia’s capital city of Monrovia, as 
the disease spread for the first time in a dense 
urban area. His coverage has been credited 
with bringing the humanitarian disaster to the 
world’s attention and adding a sense of urgency 
to the halting international response to the crisis, 
months before the virus came to Texas. John 
Moore

Grids: The Fast, Easy (sort of) Way to Great 
Designs 
WEL 2.312
Get away from template and predesigned pages 
while keeping unity of design. Come explore a 
system that allows your photos to drive your 
design and open each page to the individual 
creativity of your designers. David Graves

5 Steps of Revision
GAR 0.102
You’re either a good writer or a quitter. Good 
writers revise until it’s good. This session will 
change your life. Lori Oglesbee

EASY Video for Online Papers
PAI 3.02
Video is a key skill now in the online journalism 
world. Now apps like iMovie make shooting, 
editing, and posting video a quick and painless 
process. This session offers basic shooting tips, 
examples of easy stories you can do, and a look 
at iMovie. LaJuana Hale

Preparing for a Successful Interview
WAG 420
The reporting process doesn’t begin with your 
interview; it begins with the preparation for your 
interview. Come learn what is needed to plan for 
and execute a successful interview. David Robb

What are Journalists for?
WEL 3.502
What is the role of journalism in a modern demo-
cratic society? How should journalists consider 
the politics of their work? What contribution can/
do journalists make to promoting a more just 
world? Robert Jensen

To Tell the Truth: Is it Black, White or 50 
Shades of ? 
WEL 2.304
Through the lens of personal experience and 
observation, Tom Stewart, a media relations con-
sultant, will explore truth, accuracy and honesty 
from the perspective of both the reporter and the 
reported. Tom Stewart 

RU Interested in Making your Images Look 
their Best in Print and on the Web? 
PAI 2.48
This session will cover the basics of process-
ing your images in the RAW workspace in 
Photoshop, as well as using Levels and Curves, 
to make your images shine in your publication. 
James Kenney

Multimedia that Matters
PHR 2.110
Even in Wordpress or another simple hosting 
site, you can make cool stuff that will force read-
ers to your site. Otherwise, why make a site? 
The key is the content, and figuring out how to 
use the medium. Scott Winter 

Editors and Section Leaders: Think like a 
Beginner Again!
WEL 1.308
Cut through the noise. Stop listening to those 
who whine “we’ve never done it that way” and 
start encouraging those on staff willing to help 
develop a renewed theme strategy, color theory, 
clever copy-writing style. Join us for a look at 
examples of national winners and how their 
forward thinking paid off. Bruce Watterson

Did I Just See That? 
WEL 1.316 
Use augmented reality to enhance your publica-
tion. What if you could include sound, video and 
animation to your publication?  Augmented Real-
ity merges mobile technology with your printed 
publication by integrating video and animation.  
See how this new technology can help you 

extent content, build excitement, add interactivity 
and increase the popularity of your publication.  
Words can’t do it justice. You have to see it to 
believe it! Ryan Rinaldi and Shanna Colwell

AP Photography
PAI 4.42
Want to attract more top kids to your photojour-
nalism program? Then help them get AP college 
credit. This session will discuss how teachers 
not AP certified can help their photographers 
earn a college fine arts credit. Brenda Slatton

Making a Connection
WEL 2.308
As a journalist, you are supposed to remain as 
objective as possible while documenting a sub-
ject or situation.  Is it OK to become emotionally 
involved with an issue that you are document-
ing?  If so, how do you maintain your objectivity? 
This will be a gallery and story of a photojournal-
ist who started out documenting a special-needs 
orphan as a freelance assignment and ended up 
adopting the child. Louis DeLuca

Cultural Life Skills from Newspaper
PHR 2.108
In this session, advisers will get a shortened ver-
sion of a presentation given at the ASNE Institute 
answering the question what “cultural life skills 
can students learn from reading and engaging 
with the newspaper?” We will share ideas about 
student journalism and its relationship to life long 
skills. These will include big picture ideas, gen-
eral student skills and specific journalism skills to 
engage student journalists. Michael Reeves

Video Storytelling: Merging Word, Image 
and the Timeline
WEL 2.256 
There’s more to a video story than grabbing a 
few shots to slap onto a script.  This session 
will help students learn to “think visually” as they 
conceptualize video stories, plan them, shoot 
the elements, then combine them into stories 
that will make site visitors want to click and click 
again. Mary Bock 

Beating a Dead Horse
WAG 201
Yearbook theme copy can make or break an 
otherwise good book. In this session, we will 
review tips on how to get the most out of your 
theme. Kaitlin Schmidt

It’s the Little Things
WAG 101
Find out what makes a great editor. And how the 
little things make great writing even better. David 
Knight
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4 p.m.  Saturday, April 18
TAJE Business Meeting
WEL 2.224
All advisers are welcome.

The Daily Texan: Life at one of the 
Nation’s Largest College Newspapers
WEL 2.304
The Daily Texan, the University of Texas’ 
115-year-old newspaper, directly impacts stu-
dent life and UT policy. Produced by 230 hard-
working students across 10 different depart-
ments, The Texan is like nothing else on campus. 
Come meet the people who lead the staff and 
see how the newspaper comes into being. After 
the session, the editors will take the audience on 
a tour of the Daily Texan. Jordan Rudner

Writing Power Columns
WAG 101
Great personal columns can change your read-
ers’ lives. Bad ones are a waste of paper. Get 
tips on writing the great ones. David Knight

Beginning InDesign 
WAG 214
Get a start on the premier layout software for 
publishing. See how the basic tools of the 
program can give you the look to attract your 
readers. Hal Schmidt

Road trip through Central Iran
WCH 1.120
In June of 2014 Moore traveled to Central Iran 
on a rare trip to photograph a side of the country 
virtually unknown to many people in the West, 
especially the United States. Instead of concen-
trating on politics, he documented life outside 
of Tehran on a weeklong road trip through the 
cultural heart of Persia. Starting in Shiraz, known 
for centuries for its poetry historic tombs, he 
drove through the desert to the ancient ruins of 
Persepolis, the desert town of Yazd, the bustling 
and beautiful city of Isfahan and the conservative 
pilgrimage destination of Qom, former home of 
the Ayatollah Khomeini, father of Iran’s Islamic 
Revolution. John Moore

Defining Success in Good Writing
WEL 1.316
This session will feature a nine-minute video 
documentary about an NBA basketball player. 
The session will screen and discuss the video as 
a way to define the seven essential pieces of a 
successful story. Kevin Robbins

Being Trendy is a Good Thing! 
We Promise! 
WEL 2.246
By definition, yearbooks must accomplish two 
things: tell the story of the year, while remain-
ing timeless. In an ever changing landscape of 
journalistic trends, it can be difficult to produce a 
book that is as relevant today as it will be in ten, 
fifteen or twenty years. Learn how to rebuild the 
tradition of your school with new trends, add an 
air of entertainment to your book and create a 
timeless appeal. Tim Gierba

Change your Sports Coverage
PHR 2.110
We need to change how we think about sports. 
We need to tell people things they don’t know. 
They know the score. They know the best 
player. But do they know the coach takes off 
his underwear right before the national anthem? 
That the quarterback pounds Nerds at halftime? 
That the soccer midfield played through chemo 
treatments? Scott Winter

From Political Journalist to Political Public 
Relations
WEL 2.256
Moving from journalism to public relations is 
a common career move for reporters. In this 
session, a veteran journalist discusses his move 
from the Capitol press desk to the inside of a 
Capitol office. Lee Nichols 

Begin to See the Light
WEL 2.312
Ever have lighting issues with your interviews? 
This hands-on session will focus on how to 
light a single camera, sit down interview. Kyle 
Cockayne, a director of photography, will share 
some clips of good lighting and then bring out 
his gear and allow the students to light multiple 
interviews. Kyle Cockayne 

Shooting for the Edit
WAG 420
Come learn how to maximize your editing 
choices and improve the visual appeal of your 
broadcast stories. David Robb

TMI
PAI 2.48
A weak picture is often the result of trying to get 
too much information in the frame. This session 
will show you how to shoot simply and cleanly 
so that your pictures can stand out from the 
crowd. James Kenney

Let me Tell you a Story
GAR 0.102
It’s about a football coach’s wife. It’s about an 
eighth grader who’s a great percussionist, about 
a young man whose mom died of cancer. It’s 
about all those people you somehow manage to 
overlook or ignore while whining, “There’s noth-
ing to write about.” Bobby Hawthorne 

Basics of Libel Law
WEL 3.502
What is libel? When should you worry about 
threats to sue? How can you protect yourself 
from lawsuits? This session will get you up to 
speed on the basics of libel law. Robert Jensen

How Not to Lose your Mind in the Modern Age 
of Internet-based Reporting
PHR 2.114
Online journalism is a terrifying frontier filled with 
fake news sites that routinely game Facebook, 
predatory business models that run on exploiting 
young writers, dishonest tabloids, and we’re 
all at the mercy of social media. Where is the 
incentive to invest the resources required for 
long features that require actual reporting when 
LOL cat videos are going to get 100 times as 
much traffic in the end? This breakout session 
will tackle the modern challenges to bringing real 
journalism to the online age, by an editor of a 
media organization that is thriving in this arena. 
Ramon Ramirez

Create a connection (in words) with your 
reader! 
WEL 1.308
Student-centric storytelling eliminates cliché 
and annoying editorializing. Come to terms with 
great writing techniques and learn how your 
staff can increase each reader’s pride in school; 
work; social activities; hope for the future. Bruce 
Watterson

Make Your Game Plan
WEL 2.308
Sports photography seems like an awesome 
career choice, but can you make any money at 
it? This session will include several galleries of 
images and will address some of the issues with 
specializing in documenting the games of our 
lives and the changing landscape of that profes-
sion. Louis DeLuca 
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9 a.m.  Sunday, April 19
Correcting Photos with Camera Raw 
WEL 2.312
Do the people in your photos have a 
greenish, Martian hue? Are they under-
exposed? Overexposed? Grainy? Here’s 
how to fix these and a host of other 
problems quickly and easily. And, best of 
all, if you make a major blunder, you can 
go back and fix it. David Graves

Change the World – In 30 seconds
WAG 101
LearnTV students can’t sell underwear, 
but they sure use public service an-
nouncements to sell ideas that are chang-
ing their community. David Knight

#kickstartthegrid!  
WEL 1.308
Challenge the norm by exploring new grid 
design techniques. Think like Jonathan 
Ive, the Apple™ computer designer. At 
Apple™, he developed a plan and a solu-
tion: Readers like simplicity and logic in 
design. Eliminate anything that clutters the 
reader’s experience. This session focuses 
on elements that are and are not clutter-
ing layout designs. Bruce Watterson

Session Courtesy of Google Images
WAG 214
It’s incredibly easy to get photos from 
the web – but the quickest methods are 
usually not the correct ones. Learn about 
best practices for obtaining photos from 
outside sources and how to credit them. 
Andrea and Laura Negri

Are We There Yet?
WAG 201
From high school to the real world: Why 
you don’t have to settle for working at the 
college newspaper. Kaitlin Schmidt

Humor with a Purpose
WEL 2.224
Satire, when done tastefully, can send a 
powerful message that will entertain as 
well as provoke thought. Lori Oglesbee

Be an Action Hero
PAI 4.42
“With great power comes great respon-
sibility.” You may not be Spider-Man, but 
that press pass does give you the power 
and the responsibility to capture images 
that transform your publications’ pages. 
Channel your inner Peter Parker as we 
reveal the secrets of taking compelling 
action photos while on assignment. Step 
out from behind that shadow and assume 
your true identity. Deanne Brown. 

The Marriage of Images and Words
GAR 0.102
How photographs and text wed and 
couple to produce perfect memories that 
grow up to become even more beautiful 
and brilliant. And we all live happily ever 
after. Bobby Hawthorne 

Getting Through the Day-to-Day Grind 
of Sports Beat Writing
WEL 2.256
Everybody wants to read about last 
night’s game. But how do you tell a fresh 
story, weave in intricate details, give some 
new perspective and keep the readers 
interested when – lets face it – just about 
every game is the same? Brian Davis

You Do What?
WAG 420
This Q and A session is for online staffs 
and editors who have questions for other 
students. Leaders from therideronline.
com at Legacy High School will lead a 
discussion on deadlines, content flow, 
social media and more. Leland Mallett

SITD – Still in the Dark about how to 
Shoot Sports? 
PAI 2.48
This session will cover techniques that will 
help you improve your sports action and 
sports features. James Kenney

Whole Book Look 
WEL 1.316
I’m pretty sure that we all know that if 
Pretty Pretty Princess and Optimus Prime 
got together and crashed Winnie the 
Pooh’s birthday party, the celebration 
would be one hot mess. Yet, hundreds of 
yearbooks across the country take clip-
pings from “ESPN,” “Simply Living” and 
“Seventeen” magazines and expect them 
to fit seamlessly together in one yearbook. 
Learn how to apply elements of theme 
to your borrowed design ideas to avoid 
disaster and create a consistent whole 
book look. Rebecca Plumley

Toddlers in Leg Irons
PAI 3.02
No, this isn’t a session on how to disci-
pline your students. It’s all about covering 
sports better than however you’re doing 
it now. Guaranteed. Corey Hale and Brian 
Shelton

Q&A
WCH 1.120
Students will have the opportunity to ask 
questions of this globetrotting photogra-
pher. John Moore

Finishing Big
WEL 2.246
You’re on your last journalistic legs by 
now, so what will you do to leave your 
legacy on the school this year? Let’s 
get that next big idea that will change 
everything forever. Let’s start a movement. 
Scott Winter
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10 a.m.  Sunday, April 19
Americans at War
WCH 1.120
This Lone Star native will share some of his best 
work and harrowing experiences from years of 
traveling to war zones. He made more than 20 
trips to Iraq and Afghanistan, where America is 
finally winding down its longest war. WARNING: 
Graphic photos. John Moore

Hello, My name is . . .
WEL 1.316
Writing theme copy can’t be an afterthought. 
And it shouldn’t be lame clichés about high 
school.  It’s your chance to introduce your book 
to your reader and to make a great first impres-
sion. This session will give you some tips and 
some great examples to help your reader get to 
know your book on a first name basis. Charla 
Harris

24 Great Leads – and Some Bad Ones, Too
WAG 101
A boring lead can doom a great story that 
you spent hours interviewing, researching and 
writing. See examples of great leads that grab 
readers/ And get tips on avoiding cop-out leads 
that turn readers off. David Knight

Does Anyone Read Yearbook Copy?
GAR 0.102
Probably not, and why should they? It’s rarely 
written to be read. It’s written to fill a hole on a 
spread. That’s too bad because you can’t tell 
the truth of a school’s year without truthful copy. 
Bobby Hawthorne 

10 Steps to Better Writing
WEL 2.256
Social media is making us, as a society, bad 
writers. It’s terrible. But it doesn’t have to be. 
This seasoned sports reporter has 10 ways to 
improve your writing. Brian Davis

Transitioning From TV News to 
Newspapers in 2015
WEL 2.312
One of my college professors told me, “You will 
never be unemployed with a degree in com-
munication,” and he was right! Regardless of 
technology advancements, the public still needs 
and wants information. Why I stepped away from 
the camera and into what some consider a dying 
medium. Deeda Payton Lovett 

You Go (Weekly), Glen Coco!
WAG 214
Yearbooks are no longer one-size-fits all. From 
traditional to chronological to blended and back 
again, there are many options to choose from. 
The staff of The Bolt Yearbook has found great 
success with what we call a weekly chronologi-
cal book. Our version of this weekly format has 
increased student coverage and also helps us 
meet deadlines. The move to our own brand of 
weekly coverage has allowed us to feature more 
students as well as current events and trending 
topics. Yearbook staffers who check out this 
session can get a look at the ins and outs of 
covering a year in a weekly format while main-
taining some traditional sports/feature coverage. 
The times they are a-changing — shouldn’t your 
yearbook? Natalie Brown

Media Training 101:  “What One Media 
Relations Pro Tells His Clients as They Pre-
pare to Meet the ‘Enemy’ … Uhm, I mean, 
Reporter.”
WEL 2.308
Whether it’s a friendly meeting, a background 
call or an in-depth interview, you need to be pre-
pared to talk to a journalist. That means having a 
message and anticipating their questions so you 
are prepared. Tom Stewart, a media relations 
consultant with 30-years experience, will reveal 
the ‘mystery’ behind how the pros prepare their 
clients to talk to the news media. Tom Stewart. 

Content Marketing: Journalism’s New 
Frontier
WEL 3.502
Come learn how this former Austin American-
Statesman journalist who gets paid to go to 
Disney and Universal Studios learned to leverage 
her skills as a journalist to create engaging con-
tent that captivates consumers. Kristi Kingston 

LOL – Love of Light, that is
PAI 2.48
Do you want your photographs to contain that 
wow factor? This session may not make you 
laugh out loud, but it will at least show you how 
to use light effectively to create memorable im-
ages. James Kenney

O Christmas Tree …
PAI 3.02
Push your writing beyond the inverted pyramid 
and discover the power of dynamic tension with 
a simple but effective story structure. Corey Hale 

Breakthroughs in the Typographic Wonder-
land
WEL 1.308
Let’s separate winners from runners-up in your 
reader’s mind (also in your contest judge’s 
opinion). If your staff could use a little type and 
graphic inspiration, join this session for a look at 
font selection. In the end, the process of choos-
ing the right type is all about readability, emotion, 
anatomy and “visual snap.” Picking the best type 
makes a difference in whether or not your copy 
is really read! Bruce Watterson

What Happens off the Field Should be on 
your Card
PAI 4.42
Most of the time photographers are shoot-
ing what happens in the action, but the most 
interesting shots happen outside the action. In 
this session, we will explore what photographers 
fail to look for most of the time. When the play is 
made someone somewhere is celebrating. When 
that celebration happens, it is time to shoot 
more not see if you got the action shot you want.  
Every photographer should have coaches talking 
to players, players celebrating or fans cheering. 
This session will give you some insight into shots 
that will tell more of a story than that awesome 
sports action shot. James Rich

HELP!
WAG 420
Two veteran advisers (who are NOT old and still 
look amazing) offer their sage wisdom to new 
advisers who are just trying to stay afloat in this 
crazy world of advising student publications. 
This session is designed for advisers with less 
than five years of experience. Cindy Berry and 
Christine Davis
 
Show Me Something
WEL 2.246
It’s one thing to say the crowd was electric. It’s 
another to say the three nuns behind the home 
bench swore up a storm at officials in the fourth 
quarter. Show us your stories folks, don’t tell 
them. Scott Winter (all)
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JAMES KENNEY
Professor James 

H. Kenney received 
his bachelor’s degree 
from California State 
University, Fresno, and 
his master’s degree from 
Syracuse University. He 
has taught at Western 
Kentucky University since 1993 and has been the coordinator of the 
photojournalism program since 2001. Kenney has taught courses 
in photojournalism, multimedia, design, and picture editing. He 
is also the director of the Mountain Workshops. He received the 
WKU Teaching Award in 2001. Kenney was a photographer and 
photography editor for newspapers in Las Vegas, Nev., before 
entering the teaching profession. He has spent his summers 
photographing projects in China, Thailand, Vietnam, Mongolia, 
Nigeria, and Jamaica. He spent a summer as a photographer for 
the Lexington Herald-Leader and worked a summer for National 
Geographic in their faculty fellowship program. In 2012, Kenney 
made three trips to Haiti for a documentary project that was part of 
his sabbatical. Some of Kenney’s professional credits include still 
photography and multimedia awards in the Best of Photojournalism 
2007 and 2008 contests, a multimedia award in the 2008 Pictures of 
the Year International contest, a Best of Show in the 2007 Southern 
Short Course, and multiple awards since 2000 in the Kentucky 
Newspaper Photographers Association’s Photographer of the Year 
contest.

Kenney’s greatest reward in life is being blessed with a 
wonderful wife, Nancy, and six incredible kids – James III, Weston, 
Will, Olivia, Luke and Ian. 

DAVID KNIGHT
David Knight is 

the public information 
director for Lancaster 
County School District 
and he teaches two 
broadcast journalism 
courses. He has advised 
newspapers at the high 
school and middle 
school level and a high school literary-arts magazine. He’s been 
presenting at ILPC longer than he can remember. He also teaches 
summer workshops all over the country including the Gloria Shields 
Workshop in Dallas. David has won a few awards, but he failed to put 
them in his bio.

BRUCE WATTERSON
Nicknamed the “yearbook whisperer” by his colleagues in the 

industry, C. Bruce Watterson has been inspiring young journalists 
for years, particularly those editing yearbooks. A pioneer in the 
training and use of Apple’s Macintosh 
nationwide, Watterson worked closely 
with yearbook publishers to make 
desktop publishing (DTP) resources 
available to students and advisers on 
both the scholastic and collegiate levels. 
A frequent presenter at state, regional 
and national conventions, Watterson 
has chaired the CSPA Crown Award 
competition, judged for NSPA and 
CSPA critical services, and continues 
to maintain a rigorous schedule of 
workshops, consulting with advisers and staffs across the country 
and abroad. From the first day of his career, Watterson has worked 
to help staffs kick-start their thinking about yearbook production. He 
believes innovation and creativity help staffs and advisers create a 
better, a fresher, a more desirable yearbook. His goal has always been 
for members of the student body to come away thinking that their 
yearbook is essential and that their expectations have been fulfilled 
by the yearbook staff. “Readers know when some kind of ‘magic’ is 
taking place as they open their yearbook. They want to be awed by 
creativity, uniqueness and the unexpected. It is not a coincidence that 
staffs pushing to do more and to do it better sell books. They simply 
don’t settle for second-best.”  

SCOTT WINTER
Scott Winter has 

been a journalist and 
high school adviser to 
unmentionable acclaim 
in three states. After 
nine years as the least 
distinguished professor 
at the College of Journalism and Mass Communications at the 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln, he now teaches journalism at 
Bethel University in St. Paul, Minn. Winter’s students have won 
national awards and their publications have placed in Best of Show 
competitions and earned Pacemakers and Hearst Awards. Winter also 
has an unhealthy fascination with the band Sleater-Kinney. He eats 
red meat, even as a snack. He somehow found a wife, who is a better 
journalist than him, and made some kids. He once had a left-handed 
serve that once made your mouth water, even as the ball glanced off 

NOT  from around here ...
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Tammy Bailey has been a 
representative with Balfour Yearbooks 
for over 16 years.  She was involved 
with yearbooks long before serving staffs 
professionally; Tammy was the Editor-
in-Chief of Winona High School’s Cat 
Tale yearbook and served as an editor for 
Texas A&M University’s Aggieland, one 
of the nation’s largest yearbooks.  She 
has helped countless staffs win state and 
national awards and all of her advisers rely 
on her expertise in design, copywriting, 
marketing, motivating and technology. 
Tammy resides in Fort Worth, Texas.

Cindy Berry is in her 20th year 
teaching publications at Decatur HS (24 in 
all). Decatur is a small school striving to 
become big, north of the Dallas-Fort Worth 
Metroplex. Her publications have won 
Star awards, and her students consistently 
make the state UIL meet. She has taught 
at the ILPC, Jostens and Gloria Shields 
summer publications workshops. Cindy 
currently serves as TAJE President and is a 
past recipient of the Edith Fox King award. 
And, she’s been at Decatur long enough to 
be named Teacher of the Year twice. Aside 
from journalism and tricking teenagers 
into loving journalism, everyone knows 
her first love is bargain shopping. She 
won’t buy anything that isn’t 75 percent 
off and prefers the 80-85 percent off sale. 
She is also a baker, creating wedding, 
anniversary, birthday, and other cakes most 
weekends of the year.

Samantha Berry is the adviser at 
Cypress Creek High School in Houston 
where she advises the Cougar Connection 
newspaper and Cougar Pride yearbook. 
She also co-sponsors the Senior Women 
club because they have the cutest t-shirts 
on campus. In her minimal spare time, she 
fights the good fight against Comic Sans 
and binge-watches Friends on Netflix. 

Mary Angela Bock is a former TV 
journalist turned academic with an interest 
in the sociology of photojournalism.  
Most recently, she co-authored Visual 
Communication Theory and Research 
with Shahira Fahmy and Wayne Wanta.  
Her 2012 book, Video Journalism: 
Beyond the One Man Band, studied the 
relationship between solo multi-media 
practice and news narrative. She teaches 
courses about gender, reporting, and visual 

communication at the University of Texas 
at Austin.

Deanne Brown has advised The 
Featherduster newsmagazine and taught 
photojournalism at Westlake High 
School in Austin for 27 years. Three of 
her students have been named Texas 
High School Journalist of the Year and 
National HS Journalist of the Year. The 
newsmagazine has been recognized by 
state and national organizations with 
Pacemakers, Gold and Silver Crowns, 
Gold Stars and Best of Show awards. 
Brown received the Edith Fox King in 
2002, a TAJE Trailblazer Award in 2005 
and is president of the Association of Texas 
Photography Instructors. In 2014, Brown 
was named the Max R. Haddick Teacher of 
the Year. 

Natalie Hankins Brown is the 
adviser of The Bolt yearbook, The 
Circuit broadcast and The Illuminator 
newsmagazine at Central High School 
in Fort Worth. As such, her motto is “Do 
All the Things.” She’s a former reporter 
and editor who came over to the dark 
side in 2008 and three years later she was 
honored as a JEA Rising Star and in 2012 
named the Keller ISD Teacher of the Year. 
Her kids keep making her look good by 
winning awards from ILPC, Columbia 
Scholastic Press and NSPA and in spite of 
this, she continues to torture them with her 
Spotify playlists during work days. 

Kyle Cockayne’s experience includes 
serving as the 1st Assistant Camera on 
Saturday Morning Massacre (Los Angeles 
Film Festival, 2012) and 2nd Unit Director 
of Photography on Kat Candler’s short, 
Black Metal (Sundance Film Festival, 
2013). In the last two years, Kyle has 
also been Director of Photography on 
a series for the National Cooperative 
Growers Association (NCGA) and a 
collection of extreme adventure food 
webisodes shot in the San Juan Islands off 
the coast of Washington. His most recent 
projects include Bo Bikes Bama, The 
Texas Environmental Excellence Awards, 
commercials for the University of Texas, 
and an untitled documentary on gospel 
music. Kyle is originally from Dripping 
Springs, TX.

Brian Davis covers University of 

Texas athletics, primarily football and 
men’s basketball. He started his journalism 
career in 1998 and started covering the 
Big 12 conference extensively in 2001 for 
The Dallas Morning News. He joined the 
Austin American-Statesman in December 
2013. 

Christine Davis has advised 
publications at Trinity High School in 
Euless, home of the football HAKA for 
the past 20 years. Her yearbook students 
have earned some pretty nifty awards over 
the years, including Stars, Pacemakers 
and Crowns. She is a past recipient of the 
Edith Fox King Award and is the current 
treasurer for TAJE. She teaches Journalism 
and ITGS and advises yearbook, 
newspaper and literary magazine. She 
also serves on the faculty at summer 
publications workshops and has judged a 
little of everything. In her spare time, she 
is the mother of adorable triplet 6th grade 
girls who may someday form their very 
own basketball team. She also loves to 
travel just about anywhere, bargain shop, 
and has an impressive collection of unused 
scrapbook supplies.

Photojournalist Louis DeLuca 
has spent his 30-year career capturing 
memorable moments in history and 
individual people’s lives.  He has covered 
12 Super Bowls, the NBA Finals, the 
Stanley Cup Finals, the Summer Olympics 
and the baseball World Series, as well as a 
variety of youth, high school and college 
sports events both in the north Texas area 
and nationwide. His non-sports work has 
included hurricane, riot and earthquake 
coverage, as well as quiet “slice of life” 
assignments in local schools, communities, 
businesses and churches. DeLuca has 
five times been named the Regional 
Photographer of the Year for the National 
Press Photographers Association and has 
finished as runner-up five other times.  
Along with numerous awards in local, 
state and national competitions, he has also 
been published in Sports Illustrated, Life 
Magazine, ESPN the Magazine, Newsweek 
and the New York Times Magazine. A 
native of Huntsville, Alabama, DeLuca 
grew up in a suburb of Houston and played 
baseball through college.  He is married 
with four children and resides in Dallas.

David Doerr teaches Journalism 
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1, Graphic Design, and Commercial 
Photography. He has taught at Akins 
High School in Austin for five years and 
currently advises the student newspaper 
The Eagle’s Eye. Before teaching, Mr. 
Doerr worked as a reporter for the Waco 
Tribune-Herald for almost three years. 
Doerr enjoys finding new technologies to 
enhance print and online publications.

Wes Ferguson is a former newspaper 
reporter and editor and the author of 
Running the River: Secrets of the Sabine. 
A graduate of The University of Texas at 
Austin, where he was managing editor of 
The Daily Texan, and Kilgore College, 
where he was editor of The Flare, he is 
currently working on a book about the 
Blanco River.

Tim Gierba, the former yearbook 
editor in chief, let his desktop publishing 
courses in high school mold him from a 
quiet and shy student to a former reporter, 
graphic designer and even a brief stint as 
an account executive for one of Arizona’s 
largest luxury PR firms. Gierba graduated 
from the Walter Cronkite School of 
Journalism and Mass Communication at 
Arizona State University with a degree in 
print journalism with a specialization in 
Public Relations.  During his time at ASU, 
Gierba focused on writing for a fashion 
column as well as working a crime beat for 
a local Phoenix paper.  Upon graduation, 
he switched his focus to advertising and 
public relations for Crosby|Wright, one 
of Arizona’s leading Luxury PR firms. 
Currently, Gierba is an associate for the 
greater Austin area with Jostens, helping 
schools transform their books into relevant 
works of art.

Kat Gorringe has been the adviser 
of the Pacemaker finalist yearbook at 
The American School in London, The 
Sojourner. She has been an educator for 
15 years and is now a representative for 
Balfour Yearbooks in the Houston market. 
Kat has taught at scholastic journalism 
conferences both in Europe and here in the 
US.

David Graves is the yearbook 
adviser at St. Thomas’ Episcopal School 
in Houston. His high school was too small 
to have a yearbook. When, years later, he 
was asked to become a yearbook adviser 
he jumped at the chance. Unfortunately, 

his first book turned out to be one of 
the worst yearbooks ever published. 
Gradually, however, a succession of 
talented students and workshop instructors 
taught him the rudiments of doing a 
decent book — including the importance 
of great photography, great writing, and 
great design. Those students have earned 
a number of Pacemaker, Crown, Star, and 
other awards. He holds the CSPA Gold Key 
and has spoken at yearbook workshops 
across the country. When not harassing his 
yearbook students, he does advertising and 
graphic design work for clients in a variety 
of areas including education and politics.

An award-winning editor and 
composer, Cody Ground’s work has been 
featured in publications ranging from SPIN 
to Magnet Magazine. Cody has worked 
on videos for the National Cooperative 
Grocers Association, Lollapalooza, Dell, 
and PBS. He also writes music with his 
band Royal Forest; they’ve performed 
across the U.S. including showcases at 
CMJ, SXSW, and Fun Fun Fun Fest.

Corey Hale advises the Farmers’ 
Harvest newspaper at Lewisville High 
School. His students have made him look 
good over the past 13 years by winning 
a boatload of awards in exchange for 
him agreeing to not embarrass them by 
yodeling in public. A former Arkansas 
sports writer, Hale is currently trying to 
pitch the next reality TV show sensation, 
“Who Wants To Get Punched In The 
Face?”

LaJuana Hale worked as a journalist 
for over a decade then found out that 
teaching was a lot more fun. She has been 
working with journalism students for 10 
years and currently advises newspaper and 
broadcast journalism programs at Marcus 
High School in lovely Flower Mound. She 
is fortunate to have staffs that also think 
journalism is fun, and they have won the 
NSPA Pacemaker, two CSPA Crowns and 
several ILPC Gold Stars.

Suzanne Halliburton primarily 
writes about college athletics and Lance 
Armstrong for the Austin American-
Statesman. She’s worked at the paper since 
1986 and her writing has been honored 
by the Associated Press Sports Editors, 
Women’s Sports Foundation, Texas 
Managing Editors and Southwest APSE. 

She’s known for her freakish memory and 
competitive shopping. She loves her dog 
and would be a meteorologist if not for the 
whole sports-writing deal.  

Charla Harris advises the yearbook, 
newspaper and broadcast programs at 
Pleasant Grove High School in Texarkana. 
She is a regular speaker at summer 
workshops and conventions and is a Dow 
Jones News Fund Distinguished Adviser, 
a JEA Distinguished Adviser and a Max 
Haddick Award winner. She is currently 
serving as TAJE President-Elect. The 
student publications at Pleasant Grove 
have won numerous CSPA Crown Awards, 
NSPA Pacemakers and ILPC Star Awards. 

Bobby Hawthorne teaches a lot of 
dog-and-pony show workshops for high 
school journalists and writes a column and 
various feature stories for an education 
magazine published by an association of 
Texas school administrators. When Bob 
first got involved in student journalism, 
Richard Nixon had yet to hear of 
Watergate, the cow pastures of Woodstock 
remained a muddy mess after the hippy 
invasion, and the Beatles were two albums 
away from splitting up. For his efforts, 
real and imagined, Bob has won a lot of 
cool honors including TAJE’s Trailblazer 
Award, ILPC’s Edith Fox King Award, 
CSPA’s Charles O’Malley Excellence in 
Teaching Award, and JEA’s Carl Towley 
Award. Bob is also the author of several 
books, including “The Radical Write,” 
which you all should own and study 
religiously.

Ashley Jennings is a freelance 
producer based in Austin, Texas. Prior to 
moving back to Texas from New York City, 
Jennings spent time photographing across 
Asia and Europe. While in New York, she 
was part of the core production team who 
launched Al Jazeera Media Network’s 
American channel, Al Jazeera America, in 
August 2013. Before Al Jazeera, Jennings 
was part of the ABC News field team 
nominated for five Emmy Awards for their 
coverage of the Sandy Hook Elementary 
School shooting, Boston Marathon 
bombings and the destructive EF5 tornado 
that hit Moore, Oklahoma in May 2013. 
She was also part of the ABC News team 
who won a Peabody Award for their overall 
coverage of Hurricane Sandy. 

Jennings is skilled in shooting, 
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Since 1980, ILPC summer publications workshops have set the standards for excellence. Our reputation 
as a workshop that stresses “work” is unequalled, and staffs that are serious about producing high-quality, 
journalistic publications return to UT each year.  For four days, students and advisers participate in an intensive 
learning environment, headed by many of the nation’s finest journalism instructors. These instructors are 
dedicated to one goal: helping others create the finest school newspapers and yearbooks possible. Students 
and advisers alike return to school in August ready to tackle their jobs, whether they’re beginning reporters or 
veteran advisers. 

We offer classes in new media and video editing, web-design, various newspaper and yearbook strands, 
photography and design. Tuition, room and board is $225 per person, based on double-occupancy and 
community bath.

SUMMER WORKSHOP2015
ILPC

June 19-21
on the campus of

The University of Texas at 
AustinPh
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For more details 512.232.4924 or e-mail jacton@uiltexas.org. Registration opens March 16 at: http://www.uiltexas.org/journalism.

**NEW CLASS** INTENSIVE UIL WRITING CLASS
taught by the AMAZING Mikyela Tedder - the journalism coach with the most Team State Championships
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producing, writing and editing for 
broadcast, online and print media. She’s 
excited to embark on this new journey of 
covering human happiness in the form of 
production for corporations, non-profit 
organizations and special events.

Robert Jensen is a professor in the 
School of Journalism at the University of 
Texas at Austin and board member of the 
Third Coast Activist Resource Center in 
Austin. He is the author of “Arguing for 
Our Lives: A User’s Guide to Constructive 
Dialogue” (City Lights, 2013); “All My 
Bones Shake: Seeking a Progressive 
Path to the Prophetic Voice” (Soft Skull 
Press, 2009); “Getting Off: Pornography 
and the End of Masculinity” (South End 
Press, 2007); “The Heart of Whiteness: 
Confronting Race, Racism and White 
Privilege” (City Lights, 2005); “Citizens 
of the Empire: The Struggle to Claim 
Our Humanity” (City Lights, 2004); and 
“Writing Dissent: Taking Radical Ideas 
from the Margins to the Mainstream” 
(Peter Lang, 2002). Jensen is also co-
producer of the documentary film “Abe 
Osheroff: One Foot in the Grave, the 
Other Still Dancing” (Media Education 
Foundation, 2009), which chronicles 
the life and philosophy of the longtime 
radical activist.  Jensen can be reached at 
rjensen@austin.utexas.edu and his articles 
can be found online at http://robertwjensen.
org/.

Kelly Juntunen has advised 
publications for six years at Allen High 
School. She advises The Eagle yearbook 
— in all of its 408-page glory — and The 
Eagle Angle, the school’s 32-page monthly 
magazine. She is married to the school’s 
broadcast teacher and has a 3-year-old 
journalist-in-the-making named Logan. 
Recently, she started a teacher softball 
team at her high school just so she could 
design a cute baseball t-shirt.

Wade Kennedy is a high school 
journalism adviser and a professional 
freelance photographer. Kennedy has 
advised yearbook and newspaper classes 
at Richardson High School for six years. 
Kennedy is a former ILPC Tops in Texas 
award winner for photography. He has 
won numerous college and professional 
photography awards including CSPA, 
NSPA and TAPME honors. His students 
have also won numerous state and national 

yearbook and newspaper awards.

Kristi Kingston is the Senior Content 
Manager for Undercover Tourist, the 
leading supplier of online discount tickets 
to Orlando-area attractions, including Walt 
Disney World® Resort, Universal Studios 
Orlando and SeaWorld Orlando. She is 
the former editor of Statesman.com and 
Austin360.com. 

Mary Beth Lee serves as the student 
media adviser at Rider High School in 
Wichita Falls, TX. What started as a 
career as a print news adviser 21 years ago 
somehow morphed into newspaper, online 
newspaper, yearbook, video and digital 
media advising.

Deeda Payton Lovett is the 
general manager for Community Impact 
Newspaper’s Central Austin edition. With a 
combined mailed circulation topping more 
than one million homes, more residents 
receive a Community Impact Newspaper 
than any other publication in Texas. She 
accepted the new position in November 
after working for nearly 10 years as a 
television news anchor/reporter—most 
recently at the Austin CBS affiliate KEYE 
T-V News. Before moving to Central 
Texas, Lovett worked at the NBC/ABC 
affiliate in Denison, Texas, and the FOX 
affiliate in Oklahoma City, Okla. She 
has performed nearly every job duty in 
the newsroom from shooting, writing 
and editing her own stories to producing 
newscasts and shooting high school 
football highlights.

John Lowe worked for 36 years as 
a sportswriter, the last 28 of them at the 
Detroit Free Press as the Detroit Tigers 
beat writer. For his final 16 years with the 
Free Press, Lowe served as a volunteer 
mentor for the sports staff at The Michigan 
Daily, the student-run paper at the 
University of Michigan. He helped dozens 
of Daily writers improve their writing and 
assess their career options. He aims to do 
the same with students at Texas.

After accidentally taking newspaper 
in the seventh grade, Leland Mallett 
has been working with yearbooks 
and newspapers ever since. He is the 
newspaper and yearbook adviser at 
Legacy High School in Mansfield, Texas. 
Legacy’s publications have won Crowns, 

Pacemakers and Stars in the short time the 
high school has been open. Mallett has 
served as a rep for the Texas Association 
of Journalism Educators and has won the 
Edith Fox King Texas journalism teacher 
award in 2010 and the TAJE Trailblazer 
award in 2013. Mallett was also named 
Legacy High School’s teacher of the year 
in 2010. Leland loves the art of telling 
stories in any media. But really, he’s most 
proud to tell stories about his three kids – 
of whom he’ll proudly provide a plethora 
of photos for you too.

Grayson McDaniel went to the 
University of Texas at Austin for undergrad 
and law school and works in the Austin 
office of Vinson & Elkins LLP

David Miller is clearly hooked 
on journalism and design. Outside of a 
three-year stint in corporate recruiting - a 
period referred to as the “Dark Years” 
- he has spent his entire career playing 
with words and drawing pretty pictures 
on the computer. David has 14 years of 
experience as a yearbook and newspaper 
adviser in Cy-Fair and is in his sixth year 
as a representative for Balfour Yearbooks 
in the Houston market.

Rhonda Moore has taught journalism 
for 30 years and is currently advising 
publications at McCallum High School in 
Austin. She is the 2004 Max R. Haddick 
Teacher of the Year and is an Edith Fox 
King Award recipient. Her students’ 
publications have won the Pacemaker 
Award, CSPA’s Silver Crown and ILPC’s 
Silver and Bronze Stars. She is the 
executive director of the Texas Association 
of Journalism. In 2008, Rhonda was a 
CSPA Gold Key recipient.

As a toddler, Andrea Negri had an 
inauspicious start in journalism when her 
mother, a small town newspaper reporter, 
brought her to a fire scene. Andrea saw 
the fire, sat on the ground, and refused 
to go any further. (And her notes were 
terrible, too.) Her experience as a UIL 
intern made her think it would be cool to 
be a journalism teacher, and now she is 
in her sixth year at Alief Hastings High 
School in Houston. She teaches journalism, 
photojournalism, and commercial 
photography, advises the newspaper and 
yearbook, and serves as UIL academic 
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coordinator in addition to coaching 
the journalism team.  She is a regional 
representative for the Texas Association of 
Journalism Educators and newsletter editor 
for the Association of Texas Photography 
Instructors, and she recently became a JEA 
Master Journalism Educator.

Laura K. Negri was forced to 
take journalism by her older sister, who 
was editor of the high school paper. Her 
journalism teacher made it her mission 
to destroy any vestige of shyness by 
making Laura interview the district 
superintendent and other intimidating 
people. Those lessons, while traumatic, 
stuck with her through four years at the 
University of Texas at Austin, where she 
interned with Texas Architect magazine. 
After graduation, she moved to a small 
town in East Texas and worked as a 
reporter, photographer, page designer 
and sportswriter for a tiny bi-weekly 
newspaper. Eventually Laura went back 
to school to get a teaching certificate and 
started advising the high school newspaper 
and yearbook in that small town; she was 
tackled on the sidelines by a football player 
while demonstrating sports photography 
at her first game as a journalism adviser. 
Thirteen years ago, she landed in Houston, 
at Texas’ strangest little high school, where 
she advises the yearbook, newspaper and 
morning announcements and teaches 
whatever technology courses they put 
on her schedule. She is the author of 
Scholastic Yearbook from TeachingPoint.

Lee Nichols is the Communications 
Director at TexProtects, a nonprofit 
organization devoted to the prevention of 
child abuse and neglect. Lee previously 
held the same position for state Senator 
Leticia Van de Putte of San Antonio, 
working in her Capitol office 2011-15. 
Prior to that, he spent 15 years as a reporter 
and editor for The Austin Chronicle. 
Lee received a B.A. in History from The 
University of Texas at Austin, where 
he worked for the acclaimed student 
newspaper, The Daily Texan.

Lori Oglesbee is the yearbook and 
online adviser at McKinney High School. 
She’s a has been -- has been JEA National 
Yearbook Adviser of the Year; has been 
ILPC Journalism Teacher of the Year 
and lots of other things shiny plaques 
say. Recently, she was on a works cited 

list from an AP Composition paper from 
Del Campo High School in California. 
Her students have won Gold Crowns, 
Pacemakers, Stars and UIL Journalism 
State Championships -- all proudly 
displayed on three walls of her classroom. 
Her yorkie Sophie has killed eight bunnies 
-- so far.

In her seventeenth year as an adviser, 
Rebecca Plumley coaches the Touchstone 
yearbook and Prowler newspaper staffs and 
teaches photojournalism and journalism 
at Stony Point High School. Her students’ 
publications have earned top awards from 
TAJE, ILPC, CSPA and NSPA. Plumley 
was a recipient of the Edith Fox King 
award in 2008.

Sean Price has worked in the 
communications field for over 30 years. He 
has written more than 50 books for young 
people and served as a managing editor 
at both Scholastic Inc. in New York and 
the Southern Poverty Law Center. Price 
freelanced full-time for 11 years and has 
done projects with freelancers throughout 
his career. He currently serves as the chief 
editor at EnviroMedia, an advertising firm 
in Austin.

Ramon Ramirez spent 11 semesters 
as a reporter and editor for the University 
of Texas’s award-winning campus 
newspaper, the Daily Texan. Don’t do the 
math, he fully knows he was in college too 
long. The point is that Ramirez did this 
because he was an aimless and undeclared 
liberal arts major without direction… 
but he did kind of like his high school 
newspaper class. He is the evening editor 
for the Daily Dot, an online newspaper 
that applies traditional journalism 
principles to covering the Internet. He is 
also the founding editor of sports blog, 
Bro Jackson, and his work has appeared 
in the Washington Post, Washington City 
Paper, Austin American-Statesman, Austin 
Chronicle, Austin Monitor, and Grantland.

Ross Ramsey is executive editor and 
co-founder of The Texas Tribune. Before 
joining the Tribune, Ross was editor and 
co-owner of Texas Weekly for 15 years. 
He did a 28-month stint in government as 
associate deputy comptroller for policy and 
director of communications with the Texas 
Comptroller of Public Accounts. Before 
that, he reported for the Houston Chronicle 

from its Austin bureau and for the Dallas 
Times Herald, first on the business desk in 
Dallas and later as its Austin bureau chief, 
and worked as a Dallas-based freelance 
business writer, writing for regional and 
national magazines and newspapers. Ross 
got his start in journalism in broadcasting, 
covering news for radio stations in Denton 
and Dallas.

Michael Reeves is about to 
complete his second year at James Bowie 
High School in Austin. The 11-year 
publication veteran’s courses include 
Newspaper, Photo-News/Graphic Design 
and Illustration, Journalism I, and 
Commercial Photography. He grew up 
in a newspaper family that owned and 
operated newspapers across the country. 
Reeves operated in various roles from 
photographer, writer, photo editor, sports 
editor and general manager. His scholastic 
newspaper staffs have won multiple state 
and national awards. He is a recipient of 
the Edith Fox King Award and will be the 
TAJE State Director for the next two years. 
In his personal life, Reeves is learning the 
true meaning of “Mine” when his two year 
old daughter shouts it about every item that 
fleetingly touches her hands.

Amanda Reynolds knew at the age 
of 16 she wanted to be a yearbook rep. 
Serving as both a  high school and college 
yearbook editor, her passion for student 
publications and scholastic journalism led 
her to accomplish that goal by working 
for Balfour Yearbooks right out of college. 
Nearly a decade of serving schools in the 
Bryan/College Station area, she’s now a 
rep in her new favorite town, Fort Worth. 
Amanda teaches summer workshops and 
software training around the state. 

James Rich is in his 13 year of 
advising student publications. He currently 
serves as the advisor of Panther Prints 
newspaper and Panther Tale yearbook 
at Duncanville High School. Over his 
years of advising publications, his staff 
photographers have received awards as 
NSPA sports picture of the year, first 
place and Tops in Texas photo awards at 
ILPC, Individual photography awards 
from JEA, ATPE, TAJE, SIPA, Quill and 
Scroll and CSPA. His publications staff 
photographers have also been winners of 
the Dallas Morning News top portfolio 
and Top Photographer awards. Mr. Rich’s 



ILPC Convention • 2014-1527

Sessions brought to you by ...

publication The Stinger from Azle High 
School won the George H. Gallup Award 
from Quill and Scroll in 2005 and was 
selected for multiple ILPC Star awards.  
Panther Prints online has been selected 
as the top website in the Dallas  Morning 
News contest and has been nominated for 
star awards with IlPC.  His publications 
have received Silver Crowns from CSPA 
and has been nominated for multiple NSPA 
pacemakers.  He received the Edith Fox 
King award in 2010.

Ryan Rinaldi is a Walsworth 
yearbook rep from the Central Texas 
area with more than seven years of 
experience in the yearbook world.  Being 
a former high school journalism and 
broadcast teacher, Ryan believes scholastic 
journalism is an important part of the 
educational process and is dedicated to 
helping staffs reach their goals.  Allow 
Ryan to share his enthusiasm and passion 
for journalism with you and your staff.

David Robb has advised the 
newspaper and broadcast at Pflugerville 
High School since 2010. His newspaper 
staffs have won the NSPA Pacemaker, 
CSPA Crown and ILPC Bronze Star. 
Individually, his students have been 
awarded the ILPC Tops in Texas, CSPA 
Gold Circle and NSPA Multimedia Story 
of the Year. Their work has also been 
featured on PBS NewsHour.

Kevin Robbins teaches sports 
journalism at the University of Texas at 
Austin. He formerly was a newspaper 
reporter for 22 years in Iowa, Kansas, 
Missouri, Tennessee, Texas and 
Washington D.C.

Jordan Rudner is the managing 
editor of The Daily Texan. She joined 
the Texan in fall 2012 as a freshman and 
worked her way up through the news 
department while also working on the 
Texan’s podcast and investigative teams. 
Jordan is a Plan II and history junior who 
can always be found in the Texan’s dimly-
lit basement offices.

Hal Schmidt has been working 
with student publications for more than 
28 years, training staffs to get the most 
from their software. He is a representative 

for the Houston Office of Balfour 
Yearbooks and co-owner of PS Graphics in 
Fredericksburg, Texas.

Kaitlin Schmidt served as Editor in 
Chief to Edge (Newspaper — Pleasant 
Grove High School, Texarkana, TX) for 
two years, as well as Theme Copy Editor 
for the yearbook. She attended several 
ILPC workshops, and won numerous 
individual newspaper awards for design 
and writing, including four Tops in Texas 
awards, and was a part of the team for two 
first place yearbook theme awards and one 
Tops in Texas. During her second year at 
Texas State University, she was hired as 
Features Editor for the San Marcos Daily 
Record. After she finished classes in Spring 
2014, she was promoted to Design Editor 
and redesigned the Daily Record, including 
a new masthead — the product hadn’t had 
a makeover in over 30 years. Kaitlin now 
works as a special sections designer at the 
Galveston County Daily News. 

Brian Shelton will work for tacos. 
He’s also the adviser of The Hawk Eye at 
Hebron High School, who (sadly) pay him 
in cash.

Brenda Slatton has taught newspaper 
and yearbook for over 25 years. Her 
students have won the ATPI Rising 
Star Photo Portfolio contest for the past 
two years. She is Assistant Convention 
Director for TAJE and advises the Traveler 
Yearbook and Bugle Call Online

Tom Stewart is a communications 
consultant. He helps his clients say what 
they want to say when they need to say 
it to the audience that needs to hear it. 
His career spans 30 years – so he’s really 
old.  But, with guidance from his middle 
school age son and third grade daughter, he 
thinks “The Amazing World of Gumball” 
and “Teen Titans Go” are amazeballs – 
Uncle Grandpa, not so much. His work 
has involved political campaigns, public 
policy and affairs, and communications 
work in the public, private and non-profit 
sectors.  That’s a fancy of way of saying 
he’s worked for the state and federal 
governments, for fat cat companies, and 
for poor charities that couldn’t afford 
to pay him very much, if any, money. A 
graduate of Austin College, Tom is a past 

president and board member of the Press 
Club of Dallas.  He now lives in Austin. 
And, he aspires to be a successful used car 
salesman and dealership owner.

Kate West is an Emmy-nominated 
television journalist with 15 years of 
experience covering the news for various 
television stations across the country. 
Currently, she’s the morning reporter 
for the Emmy award-winning KXAN 
News Today. Since 2004, Kate has set 
her alarm clock for 2 a.m. to wake up 
Austinites. Before coming to the Live 
Music Capital, Kate worked at the ABC 
affiliate in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, the 
CBS affiliate in Roanoke, Virginia, and 
the CBS affiliate in Clarksburg, West 
Virginia. She graduated with a bachelor’s 
in communication from the University of 
Massachusetts in 1998 and earned both 
her master’s and Ph.D. in journalism 
from The University of Texas at Austin 
in 2008 and 2012, respectively.  Kate left 
Austin for one year to become an assistant 
professor at the University of Georgia in 
the Department of Telecommunications. 
Kate has received two Emmy nominations 
for her reporting and has been recognized 
by the Texas Associated Press for being a 
part of the 2010 and 2013 winning team 
for Best Morning Newscast as well as a 
Texas Associated Press Award, First Place, 
Spot News Story Individual, 2013. Kate’s 
research looks at the convergence of media 
organizations and the sharing of content 
between competing organizations.  Her 
research has appeared in peer-reviewed 
journals like New Media & Society and 
the Journal of Broadcasting and Electronic 
Media.  Kate has also been the recipient 
of the University of Texas McCombs 
Publishing Award and has had numerous 
papers presented at AEJMC and ICA 
conferences.  Kate and her husband have 
two young and energetic kids, an 80 pound 
lab mix that never tires out, and two cats. 
You’ll often find Kate running on the hike 
and bike trail in her spare time.

Travis Wimberly went to the 
University of Texas at Austin for undergrad 
and law school and works in the Austin 
office of Vinson & Elkins LLP
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Welch Hall first floor

Welch Hall second floor 
(ground level)

WCH 1.120 is here (across 
the street from Welch Hall) - 
there is an entrance that will 
take you almost immediately 
into the classroom

Main entrance to Welch Hall - you are 
entering on the second floor. All exhibitors 
and the registration desk will be in Welch 
Hall on the second floor
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Waggener Hall second floor

Waggener Hall fourth floor
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third floor
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Speak Up..........
Please evaluate the convention and give the form to the registraion desk or put it in the comment 
box at the Grand Awards Assembly in LBJ Auditorium

• Which part of the spring convention needs improving?

• Which parts of the convention did you benefit most from?

• Any suggestions for future conventions? Feel free to use back of the form.

for whatever reason, i didn't 
enjoy these:

i enjoyed these speakers. 
invite them back:

registration


