


Prose and Poetry Interpretation gives 
you an opportunity to read to your 

heart’s content AND deeply analyze 
literature you choose! 



 

https://www.uiltexas.org/speech/oral-interp 

 

 

 



Why interpretation? Purpose? 
 Share a message/passion for a topic. 

 You get to help people consider something you care 
about….in a pretty non-threatening way. 

 Keep your audience (judges included) in mind as you 
share important topics for your generation! 

 Share literature 
 You get the opportunity to be the mouthpiece for an 

author.  

 Your job is to read the pieces in such a way that you 
INTERPRET the pieces and the message to the 
audience. 

 



The Basics 
 Time Limit  

 Not to exceed 7 minutes  
 This 7 minutes includes introductions and transitional material 
 There is no grace period. 

 Manuscripts or Copies 
 Must perform materials copied in a binder  
 Black Book Depot 

 Meet Category Requirements 
 2 Categories 
 Documentation is required to prove categories are met. 

 Documentation forms on UIL website 

 Introductions  
 Name of authors and selections 
 How the program reflects the categories 

 

http://www.theblackbookdepot.com/


Prose & Poetry Introduction Information from Website 

http://www.uiltexas.org/files/academics/speech/Prose_Poetry_Category_Introductions.pdf


Category A: 
Examining our Changing World 

 The goal of the category is for the performer to 
examine his/her changing world and to INFORM the 
audience about a societal change and its impact on the 
performer.  

 Societal Change= a significant alteration over time in 
behavior, cultural values, and norms.  

 Increase the audience’s knowledge about a 
contemporary societal change occurring in the 
performer’s world such as, but not limited to: 
education, family, personal relationships, career 
choices, minority struggles, or community issues. 

 



Category B: 
Taking a Stand! 

 The goal of this category is to develop a literary 
program that supports a position using different 
types of literature to make a PERSUASIVE argument. 

 Although this category offers many options to 
performers, the “intent …is not to encourage 
originally authored material but to give the 
contestant the freedom of expanding” published 
material “to include different types of … literary 
works.”  

 



PROSE 
Category A: Examine our 

Changing World (informative) 

Category B: Taking a Stand 
(persuasive argument) 

 Material must be PUBLISHED, 
PRINTED material! 
 If found on internet, it must be 

concurrently published in hard copy. 
      ___________________________ 

• Must perform a single literary 
work or excerpt from a single 
work written by one author. 
• Works co-authored or written by anonymous 

authors are not permissible. 

___________________________ 
 NO plays, screenplays, movie or 

documentary scripts allowed! 

 NO speeches allowed! 

 Material MAY BE published, 
printed material, online 
material, or transcribed 
material.  

__________________________________________ 

 Must use 2 different types of 
literary sources but not more 
than 4 
 Majority must be prose in nature (fiction, 

nonfiction, news sources, speeches, essays) 
         __________________________________________ 

 Speeches, plays, screenplays, 
movies, documentaries, radio 
shows MAY BE used. 

 NO poetry, song lyrics, musicals, 
jokes, commericals, blogs, plays 
written in verse or novels in verse. 

 



POETRY 
Category A: Examine our 

Changing World (informative) 

Category B: Taking a Stand 
(persuasive argument) 

 Material must be 
PUBLISHED, PRINTED 
material! 
 If found on internet, it 

must be concurrently 
published in hard copy.       ___________________________ 

 Can read a single poem, excerpt of a 
poem or poems, or a program of 
poetry that may be woven OR 
incorporate verbal or nonverbal 
transitions  

     _________________________ 
 NO selections from plays or 

screenplays allowed! 

 

 Material MAY BE 
published, printed 
material, online 
material, or 
transcribed material. 

        __________________________________________ 

 Must read a minimum of 2 
different selections from 2 
different authors but no more 
than 6 selections 

         __________________________________________ 

 Slam, spoken word, chapbooks, novels in 
verse may be used 

 For 1 selection, may read play written in 
verse, read a single song (including from 
a musical), or read a poem included in a 
Podcast. 

 



Other Reasonable Restrictions: 
 Students may not use the same theme/subject matter nor 

the same writer in more than one category. 
 There must be an OBVIOUS difference in your category 

themes (A & B). 

 Don’t try to be sneaky by having one on body image and one 
on self-love of the physical self  OR one on war veterans 
and one soldiers.  

 A student cannot use selections from the same literary 
work more than one year at the UIL state meet. 

 Selections must be read in English. 
 “however incidental use of foreign words and phrases may be 

used as in the original” 



Documentation Pages 
Prose 

Prose Documentation Forms 

 

Poetry  

Poetry Documentation Forms 

http://www.uiltexas.org/files/academics/speech/Interp_Prose_Form_17_18wWatermark.pdf
http://www.uiltexas.org/files/academics/speech/Interp_Poetry_Form_17_18wWatermark.pdf


Helpful Checklists 
Prose 

Prose Checklist 

 

Poetry 

Poetry Checklist 

https://www.uiltexas.org/files/academics/aplus/DocCheckProse17_18.pdf
https://www.uiltexas.org/files/academics/aplus/DocCheckPoetry17_18-2.pdf


Helpful Website Suggestion by UIL Office 

https://www.uiltexas.org/speech/oral-interp/resource-web-sites-for-interpretative-speech


Things to Remember: 
 Find material you love that represents you! 

 Do not get attached to the material until you know for 
sure it meets the category restrictions. 

 Analyze the pieces like you would for a literature class. 

 Characterization 

 Imagery 

 Practice  

 in front of a mirror and/or videotape yourself 

 in front of peers, teachers, parents 


