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OVERVIEW
§ Who am I?

§ Disclaimer

§ Connections for Coaches

§ Tips for the T.I.P.P.

§ Weave to Win



WHO AM I? – DANIEL GAMBILL

§ OAP Director at Crandall High School

§ 8 Years Coaching (completed)

§ 5 State Interp appearances

§ 3 State Medalists

§ 1 State Champion



DISCLAIMER My own personal opinion.



CONNECTIONS
§ Attend tournaments
§ Forge connections
§ Receive feedback on ballots
§ Discuss the performances with the judges in between rounds!

§ Share ideas (and pieces!)
§ JV and new students trying out for teams need pre-made pieces.

§ Check documentation with your friends!



T.I.P.P.
Teaser
Intro
Performance
Piece



TIPS FOR TEASER 
• Do you like making people laugh? 

• Do you like making different voices? 

• Do you like making faces? 

• Are you fascinated with dramatic situations? 

• Do you like playing “realistic” characters? 

• Are you comfortable with taking your time in storytelling? 



CHAMPIONSHIP TEASERS
§ Short introductory advertisement for a product

§ Something that leaves us wanting more.
§ Leave the audience with a sense of semi-finality
§ Something that doesn’t give away the ending

§ 25 Seconds – 50 seconds (some say up to 75 seconds)

§ Don’t read something from the piece…
§ …unless you’re creating a theme…



TEASER EXAMPLE
Nine hours ago it was almost spring. I was eighteen and one of many who planted 
herself in American soil to pursue that which we hoped was within the grasp of tender 
young fingers willing to labor in the garment district of New York.

We made our pilgrimage that Saturday morning where hung the Triangle billboard 
beacon, the mark of shirtwaist kings and our unhallowed toil.

Lena Goldman was sweeping the walk in front of her café. “Someone has a new ring. 
How soon is the day?” I blushed and extended the ornament of promise on my left hand. 
“We’re waiting for spring.”



TIPS FOR INTRODUCTION 
§ Things that you SHALL include

§ Name of the writer(s) 
§ Title of the selection(s) to be performed
§ Is it woven?
§ How it fits the category.

§ Things that you SHOULD include
§ A personal connection
§ Spontaneity or ‘you’
§ Connect the Teaser to the Intro and to the Piece



CATEGORIES
(Poetry)

Category A: 

Examining Our Changing World: The goal of this 
category is for the performer to examine his or 
her changing world in order to INFORM the 
audience about a societal change and its impact 
on the performer. 

…such as, but not limited to: education, family, 
personal relationships, career choices, minority 
struggles, or community issues. The contestant shall 
read no more than six selections. The purpose of 
the performance should be to inform, not 
persuade.

(Prose) 

Category B: 

Taking A Stand. The goal of this category is to 
[use] different types of literature to make a 
persuasive argument. The contestant shall read a 
minimum of two different types of literary sources 
but no more than four sources; however, the 
majority of the program must be prose in nature. 

For this category only, prose types include fiction, 
nonfiction, news sources, speeches and essays. In 
addition, for one of the sources, contestants may 
use a script from a movie, documentary, television 
show/movie, radio show, play or monologue. The 
purpose of the performance should be to 
persuade. 



INTRODUCTION EXAMPLE
Prose: Category A

Harriet Jacobs’s Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl is the most important antebellum 
narrative available today. Harriet learned to read and write, in a time when it was 
against the law to do so. I know you’re thinking ‘isn’t this category supposed to be about 
contemporary societal change’… and it is. We live in a time of “alt-right” and neo-
Nazism. By looking into the past, we see a mirror of the modern day… and the 
groundwork for modern mentalities towards minorities.

INCIDENTS IN THE LIFE OF A SLAVE GIRL

Written by herself, Harriet Jacobs



TIPS FOR PERFORMANCE
§ Must Haves

§ Perfect Diction
§ Page Turns as Transitions
§ Moments
§ Climactic Moment
§ Finality of Ending

§ Don’t Haves
§ Too many pauses
§ Rush
§ Scream
§ Too much movement



TIPS FOR THE PIECE
§ INTERTEXTUALITY is the fact that all texts are intimately 

interconnected. 

§ PROGRAMMING
§ Find pieces that support your stances
§ Juxtaposition can be your friend

§ Find prose that sounds like poetry 
§ Find poetry that sounds like prose

§ Find pieces that fit the performers.
§ Comedic and dramatic pieces advance to State



WEAVE TO WIN
§ Strengthen the program with variety

§ Differentiate the voices for the pieces

§ Change the font in the manuscript
§ I am piece A.
§ I am piece B.
§ I am piece A.
§ I am piece C.

§ Create themes through repetition
§ but don’t just repeat…



QUESTIONS dgambill@crandall-isd.net
972.427.6150



THANK YOU UIL SPEECH & DEBATE Students WIN with UIL!


