
Where Are We 
and How Did We 
Get Here?
Finding Success in Maps, Graphs & Charts 
and Social Studies

Doug Childs, Hallsville ISD
dchilds@hisd.com

Attention All Attendees:

Thank you for registering your 

attendance for EACH SESSION:

http://www.uiltexas.org/academics/

capital-conference/online

http://www.uiltexas.org/academics/capital-conference/online
http://www.uiltexas.org/academics/capital-conference/online


Who Are We???

M,G&C Coach Social studies Coach

UIL CoordinatorHistory Teacher

Fan of the presenter

Maps, Graphs & Charts
Where Are We?... get it???



M,G & C Basics

● Rules
○ 45 minutes, 75 questions
○ Can write on test, answers must be in blanks
○ Can use blank paper

● Scoring
○ Correct answer = +3 points
○ Incorrect answer = - 2 points
○ Unanswered question = 0 points

■ Skipping is okay; Guessing is not super great

M,G & C Basics

● Materials
○ Atlas - Nystrom Desk Atlas 2008 or newer

■ Tabs are allowed (they’re grrrreat!)
■ UIL will continue to use this edition (and newer for 2 years)

○ Ruler - clear!!!
○ Pencil and eraser



M,G & C Strategies

● Maps, Graphs & Charts Questions
○ Check the title, Look at the key, Scan the page
○ READ the question carefully
○ Estimate when possible - draw lines, use visual clues, etc.

● Atlas Questions
○ Learn the Atlas first!
○ Use tabs efficiently and effectively

■ Don’t overtab!
■ Have students tab their own?

M,G & C Strategies

● Work order options
○ Maps, Graphs & Charts, then Atlas
○ Atlas, then Maps, Graphs & Charts
○ Number order

● Practice, Practice, Practice!
○ Start with smaller sections and work your way up to a 

whole test

● Suggestions???

https://pdrive.hisd.com/apps/files/?dir=/2017-2018%20UIL/2017-2018%20ET%20Elite%20Invitational/UIL%20A%2B%20Invitational%20Materials%201718/Maps%2C%20Graphs%20%26%20Charts%20(grades%207%2C8)&fileid=3714494#pdfviewer


Social Studies
How Did We Get Here?... get it???

The Foundation!!!



Social Studies Basics

● Rules
○ 30 minutes, 40 questions

● Scoring
○ Correct answer = +3 points
○ Incorrect answer = - 2 points
○ Unanswered question = 0 points

■ Skipping is okay; Guessing is NOT good

Social Studies Strategies

● The Good News
○ Most UIL SS kids LOVE this stuff!
○ There are Study Guides! 

■ 5th & 6th - click me!
■ 7th & 8th - click me too!

● The not as good news
○ It can seem a little overwhelming sometimes

https://www.uiltexas.org/files/academics/aplus/SocStudies1819_56studyguide.pdf
https://www.uiltexas.org/files/academics/aplus/SocStudies1819_78studyguide.pdf


Social Studies Strategies

● Primary Sources
○ Give the kids a copy

■ write/highlight/make notes all over them
○ Discuss, rewrite, roleplay, etc.

● People are important
○ Historical Figures and their Quotes
○ Current Leaders

● Pedagogy! and google

Social Studies Sharing

● Good Ideas?

● Let’s do some Research


