
Are You Ready to Write? 
Tips, Tricks, and Strategies: Preparing the Writer for Ready Writing Competition. 



What is this contest? 

´ A Platform for students to discuss their views on 
certain topics. 
´ This is a strong selling point for me in welcoming 

potential ready writers.  Teenagers are 
opinionated, but many of the most opinionated 
are also non-confrontational and avoid the 
heated classroom discussion.  This is the perfect 
platform for that student. 



Teach them the Rules of the Game 

     This is a two hour contest.  

´ Students write from a prompt.  There are always two 
choices, and the prompts grow in depth and complexity 
from invitational to district to region to state.  



´ I spend time with my writers looking at past prompts 
and making sure they can breakdown the analysis to 
get at what the question is asking.  



´ Practice writing from different sized prompts.   I pull 
quotes from Goodreads, Longer prompts from 
Editorial Columns, NY Times Student edition poses 
questions of the week, some AP Prompts are fitting 
and easily found on line.   



´ The essays are judged on Interest first and interest 
comprises  60% of the total score.  



Other rules:  Paper or Plastic? 

´ Students may choose to write long-handed on notebook 
paper, or use a lap-top to compose. 

´  If writing long-hand, one side of the paper ONLY, and 
blue or black ink ONLY.  



´  If using technology, student assumes responsibility for 
computer/printer malfunction. 

´ Whatever your preference, make sure your kids 
PRACTICE the way they intend to compete. 



Where do I find kids? 

´ Ask English teachers and Journalism coaches.  Who are 
the strongest writers in their classes?   

´ Send them an invitation to come to a meeting.  

´   Have snacks.  



´   Tell them they have been recommended as strong 
writers and that is what you need for UIL Ready Writing 
Contest.  

´   Tell them this will: help them in taking Standardized tests, 
looks good on college applications, possibilities of TILF 
scholarships, it is fun 



Practice 

´ Realize and accept that there are only 24 hours in a day 
and you need to concede some of them to sleep.   

´  I try to meet once a week with all of the writers, 
sometimes this is a quick lunch meeting and we will read 
something and discuss how they would respond in 
writing.  We work from quotes, or news clips.  Depending 
on the length of time, we can usually get a decent 
discussion and brainstorming with an intro done in 30 
minutes, 



´ From a former competitor “I think it was the actual 
practice or writing to prompts that helped me take that 
next step to synthesize the ideas I had in my head” 
Alexess 

´ Sometimes during practice we analyze writing of former 
competitors: 

 “Reading other papers was also helpful, although I think 
I should’ve read  more and thought a little more critically 
about what made their papers  different from mine” 
Amber 



´  If a student cannot attend practice, I send the prompt in 
the remind group and they brainstorm and write the 
intro.   

´ At least Once a month we sit for a full two hour writing 
session.  Last year, out only available two hour block was 
from 4:30 to 7:00 before Monday night band practice.  
We would eat dinner and write.  They would leave and I 
would score the essays for our next meeting, generally 
Wed. at lunch.  



´ Elena: because of the fact that it’s timed, going in with a 
set format in your head was one less thing to worry 
about and it allowed for more time to focus on actual 
analysis!  Practice allows for muscle memory to build. I 
found one full per month to be sufficient for my kids, they 
also write three additional intros.   



´ “Expository explains, proves, or explores a topic in a 
balanced way, allowing the argument and the 
evidence given to be the deciding factor in the paper’.  
UIL Ready Writing Additional Information 

´ Where do I get the evidence? 

´  I have found HELP focuses my students.  The goal is to 
integrate numerous sources and evidence into a well 
written synthesis that fully discusses the topic. 



´ L = Literary Connections.  I would encourage you to 
read with your writers.  I understand time limitations and 
other things, if not full novels, important excerpts will help 
round out their toolbox. Alexess:  “I think something that 
could be useful is picking excerpts from important texts 
that get the gist out of dense works and then discussing 
them, this could do wonders. We did a lot of excerpt 
reading and then discussing for clarification [she is 
attending Stamford] and it’d be super doable in your 
time slots, only reading about 100-200 pages a week.” 
 



HELP 
´ Brainstorming is important and frequently neglected.  I 

teach mine HELP 
 



H 

´ H. History, what about this prompt ties to something in history?  
We look for reoccurring themes and patterns.  Elena “You 
helped me tremendously by encouraging me to find 
common themes that weren’t obvious at the surface level.”  
The discussion about WHAT they would write is helpful.  We 
often look at a prompt then write the intro then share them 
and discuss what each saw.  This helps build connections for 
them and strengthens all of them. Sam: “Also, I think a brush 
up in history would’ve helped- I seemed to always use the 
civil rights movement or WWII/holocaust so maybe an 
additional powerful event would be beneficial” 



E, L, P 

´ E. Environment, Social, Physical 

´ Language.  Lets see those literary connections  Students 
often ask what they can read to help.  I encourage 
reading from the classic cannon.  I, personally, favor 
Dystopia. Brave New World,  Athem, Fahrenheit 451… 

´ Politics   



Tie it all UP 

´ Two components that are also important:  The 
Conclusion and the Title 

´ The Conclusion should tie back to the introduction, 
wrapping up the paper and completing the circle. 



´  I encourage my kids to skip the title at first, it will often 
come to them in the middle, or as a last touch it has a 
better chance of representing the whole narrative if it is 
added as the finishing touch.  If you are worried about 
them forgetting to go back and being disqualified for 
not having a title, have them write something like 
“Clever, original title?”  If they forget, at least the paper 
will still be scored. 



What are the judges looking for? 
´  Evaluation criteria are listed in the order of importance. Circle score rating 

in each of the three major areas of interest, organization, and correctness 
of style, and check the column which best describes the quality in each of 
the sub-areas. 

´   (60%) 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

´   INTEREST: Writing exhibits originality of thought, analytical acuteness and 
overall coherence of exposition. 

´   POOR FAIR GOOD EXCELLENT  

´  Perceptive ideas _______ _______ _______ _______ 

´   Originality _______ _______ _______ _______  

´  Examples _______ _______ _______ _______  

´   Title _______ _______ _______ _______ 



´  (30%) 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9  

´  ORGANIZATION: Each paragraph develops one idea and contributes to an 
understanding of main idea or thesis. 

´   POOR FAIR GOOD EXCELLENT  

´  Clear thesis _______ _______ _______ _______  

´  Well-developed paragraphs,  

´  focused on one idea _______ _______ _______ _______  

´  Transition _______ _______ _______ _______ 

´   Thesis support _______ _______ _______ _______  

´  Composition clarity (as a whole) _______ _______ _______ _______ 



´  (10%) 1 2 3 

´  CORRECTNESS OF STYLE: Writing avoids errors in sentence structure, 
punctuation, grammar, word usage and spelling that hinder clear 
communication.  

´   POOR FAIR GOOD EXCELLENT  

´  Punctuation 

´   Sentence structure 

´   Grammar 

´   Word usage  

´  Spelling  

´  TOTAL SCORE:  

´  ADDITIONAL COMMENTS: 



A word about clarity 

´ A word about clarity as a whole, the goal is a well 
synthesized essay, encourage your students to use 
multiple examples together in proving a single point 
instead of one paragraph with a history tie, one 
paragraph with a literature tie…. 



After a Meet 

´  Critically read the comments of the judges and discuss the validity of the 
comment with your style of writing and teaching.  Since this is so subjective, 
I find it important not to change every little thing that a critic comments on.  
The next critic might not like the change you made.    

´  Do, study the criticism and see if you can pinpoint what they meant by the 
comment.  I always tell mine, ignore the judge that loved you, look at the 
one that did not and start there.  

´  We rewrite following a meet, incorporating some of the changes suggested 
by the critics.  It is a good practice to revisit work and see what changes 
can be made to improve.  



Preparing for district 

´ Make final choices for district team.  Look at the scores 
and growth over the season if you are lucky enough to 
have more than three writers. 

´ Check eligibility, even smart kids surprise you sometimes. 

´ Pack writing implements. (Paper, pens, computers, 
printer printer paper, extra ink, extension cords, 
dictionary) 

´ Remind them on the morning of, that you have 
practiced this a million times and they have it! 

 



Jennifer’s Contact Information 

´ Big Spring High School 

´ 707 E. 11th Place 

´  jaadams@bsisd.esc18.net 

´ 432-935-1311 
 


